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STATE  BOAKD  OF  HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY. 


Office  of  the  Board,  State  House, 
Boston,  Jan.  13,  1885. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honorable  Council : 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
Lunacy,  and  Charity,  herewith  present,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  General  Court,  their  Sixth  Annual  Report. 

CHARLES  F.  DONNELLY. 
EDWARD  HITCHCOCK. 
CLARA  T.  LEONARD. 
JOHN  FALLON. 
H.  P.  WALCOTT. 
A.  A.  HAGGETT. 
E.  E.  DEAN. 
REUBEN  NOBLE. 


Note.  — The  name  of  Everett  Torrey,  a  member  of  the  Board,  is  omitted  from 
the  above  list  of  signatures  by  reason  of  his  absence  from  the  country. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


BOABD  OF  HEALTH,  LUNACY  AND  CHAEITT 

OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 


PART    FIRST 


Preliminary, 


The  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy,  and  Charity  was  estab- 
lished by  law  in  1879  under  a  statute  (chap.  291  of  the 
Acts  of  1879),  which,  as  revised  by  the  Legislature  of  1881, 
now  makes  a  part  of  three  chapters  in  the  volume  known  as 
the  Public  Statutes;  viz.,  the  whole  of  chap.  79  and  the 
beginning  of  chaps.  80  and  87. 

By  the  authority  of  the  original  statute  (given  in  sect.  2 
of  chap.  79  of  the  Public  Statutes)  the  Board  has  performed 
its  functions  both  directly  and  by  its  agents. 

The  Committees  of  the  Board  are  as  follows  :  — 

Health.  —  Dr.  Walcott,  Mr.  Fallon,  Dr.  Dean,  Mr.  Donnelly, 
Mr.  Noble. 

Lunacy.  — Dr.  Hitchcock,  Dr.  Walcott,  Mr.  Fallon,  Mrs. 
Leonard. 

Charities.  —  Mr.  Donnelly,  Mr.  Fallon,  Mrs.  Leonard,  Mr. 
Haggett,  Mr.  Torrey. 

The  agents  of  the  Board  are  the  officers  of  its  four  Depart- 
ments, acting  under  the  direction  of  these  Committees.  In 
the  division  of  the  many  duties  of  the  Board,  these  officers 
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were  appointed  in  its  several  Departments  in  order  to  classify 
the  work,  and  have  it  done  more  efficiently.  Its  Health 
Officer  is  Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott ;  its  Inspector  of  Charities  is 
Mr.  F.  B.  Sanborn  ;  its  Superintendent  of  In-door  Poor  is 
Mr.  S.  C.  Wrightington.  Since  February  1,  1884,  the 
office  of  Superintendent  of  Out-Door  Poor  has  been  vacant; 
Dr.  Wheelwright,  who  held  the  position  at  the  time  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Board,  having  resigned  at  that  elate,  and 
Mr.  Wrightington  having  been  temporarily  in  charge  of  the 
office  ever  since.  In  March,  1884,  a  new  office  was  created, 
under  the  authority  of  the  original  statute  (P.  S.  chap.  79, 
sect.  3),  — that  of  Clerk  and  Auditor  of  the  Board  ;  and  at 
the  regular  May  meeting  of  the  Board,  Mr.  John  D.  Wells 
was  elected  to  the  position. 

The  .duties  of  the  several  officers  are  set  forth  in  the  By- 
Laws  of  the  Board,  which  are  as  follows  :  — 


By-Laws  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity. 
(Adopted,  June,  1879 ;  Revised,  September,  1884.) 

1.  The  Board  shall,  on  the  first  Saturday  in  June  in  each  year, 
elect  by  ballot  a  Chairman  and  a  Clerk,  who  shall  each  hold  office 
for  one  year,  and  until  his  successor  shall  have  heen  chosen.  Any 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  Chairman  or  Clerk,  during  the  year  for 
which  he  may  be  elected,  shall  be  filled  by  the  election  by  ballot, 
for  the  unexpired  term,  of  a  person  to  fill  the  office  vacant.  In 
the  absence  or  disability  of  the  Chairman  or  Clerk,  a  Chairman  or 
Clerk  pro  tern,  may  be  chosen,  as  the  Board  may  determine. 

2.  Regular  meetings  of  the  Board  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Saturday  of  each  month  at  such  hour  as  the  Board  may  designate  ; 
and,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  shall  be  holden  at  the  office  of  the 
Board  at  the  State  House.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  when 
the  Board  or  Chairman  may  direct.  Four  members  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum  for  business. 

3.  There  shall  be  appointed  the  following  Committees,  to 
whom  special  duties  shall  be  assigned,  viz. :  a  Committee  on 
Health,  of  five  members ;  a  Committee  on  Lunacy,  of  four  mem- 
bers ;  a  Committee  on  Charities,  of  five  members  ;  and  an  Execu- 
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tive  Committee,  to  consist  of  the  Chairmen  of  the  standing  Com- 
mittees. Except  in  such  matters  as  shall  require  the  direction  or 
sanction  of  the  whole  Board,  unless  the  Board  shall  otherwise  ex- 
pressly vote,  each  Committee  shall  direct  the  business  of  its  own 
department.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  perform  the  func- 
tions of  the  Board  in  the  intervals  between  its  meetings,  when  im- 
mediate action  is  necessary  ;  and  action  so  taken  shall  be  reported 
to  the  next  meeting,  and,  if  no  objection  is  made,  shall  be  recorded 
as  the  will  of  the  Board. 

4.  The  officers  of  the  Board  shall  be  a  Health  Officer,  an  In- 
spector of  Charities,  a  Superintendent  of  the  Oat-Door  Poor,  and  a 
Superintendent  of  the  In-Door  Poor,  all  of  whom  shall  hold  office 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board.  They  shall  each  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  together  with  a 
proper  allowance  for  travelling  and  incidental  expenses.  They 
shall  annually  nominate  to  the  Board  suitable  persons  for  clerical 
and  other  work,  for  whom,  if  approved,  the  Board  shall  assign  a 
proper  compensation.  With  the  approval  of  the  Division  Com- 
mittee, they  may  appoint  persons  temporarily  when  necessary. 

5.  The  Clerk  shall  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board, 
and  keep  a  record  of  the  doings  of  the  same.  There  shall  also  be 
included  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office  the  custody  of 
all  funds  which  may  come  to  the  Board  from  any  source,  and  the 
auditing  of  all  bills  contracted  for  travelling  and  for  supplies  for 
those  under  the  care  and  supervision,  or  in  the  employment  of  the 
Board,  and  of  all  other  bills  against  the  Board.  He  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  supervision  of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  shall  give 
a  bond  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  with  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  duties. 

6.  The  Health  Officer  shall  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health,  which  shall  include  the  prevention  of  contagious 
diseases  and  the  care  and  treatment  of  those  ill  with  them  ;  he 
shall  have  the  sanitar}7  supervision  of  the  institutions  which  are 
subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Board,  and  he  shall  perform  such 
other  duties  as  the  Board  may  assign  him.  He  shall  monthly 
report  his  doings  to  the  Board,  and  annually  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember shall  furnish  a  resume  of  his  work  for  the  }Tear. 

7.  The  Superintendent  of  the  Out-Door  Poor  shall  execute  all 
the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  sick  State  poor  and  those 
ill  with  contagious  diseases,  to  the  poor  receiving  temporary  relief 
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from  the  State,  to  foundlings  and  destitute  infants,  and  to  persons 
of  Indian  descent ;  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  the 
Board  may  from  time  to  time  assign  him.  He  shall  be  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Charities,  and  report  his 
doings  to  the  Board  monthly,  and  annually  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember shall  furnish  a  resume  of  his  work  for  the  year. 

8.  The  Superintendent  of  the  In-Door  Poor  shall  execute  all 
the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to  State  pauper  inmates  of  the 
State  lunatic  hospitals,  almshouses,  workhouse  and  reformatories  ; 
the  laws  relating  to  alien  passengers,  and  to  proceedings  in  bas- 
tardy. He  shall  be  charged  with  the  visitation  of  the  children 
who  may  be  the  wards  of  the  State ;  with  the  collection  of  all 
money  due  to  the  State  for  the  support  of  inmates  in  the  several 
State  establishments ;  with  the  auditing  of  the  bills  of  the  several 
lunatic  hospitals  against  the  Commonwealth  for  the  support  of 
non-settled  lunatic  paupers ;  and  shall  perform  such  other  service 
as  the  Board  may  from  time  to  time  require  of  him.  He  shall  be 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Charities,  and 
monthly  report  his  doings  to  the  Board,  and  annually  in  the  month 
of  September  shall  furnish  a  resume  of  his  work  for  the  year. 

9.  The  Inspector  of  Charities  shall  have  the  charge  of  such 
statistical  work,  not  otherwise  assigned,  as  the  Board  shall  direct, 
and  including  the  inspection  of  all  city  and  town  almshouses.  He 
shall  also  report  on  their  condition  and  the  condition  and  treat- 
ment of  their  inmates,  and  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lunacy,  see  that  the  statutes  regulating  the  commitment 
and  detention  of  lunatics  are  complied  with.  He  shall  exercise 
constant  watchfulness  over  all  the  institutions  which  the  Board  is 
required  to  supervise.  He  shall  monthty  report  to  the  Board  his 
doings,  and  annually,  in  the  month  of  September,  shall  furnish  a 
resume  of  his  work  for  the  year  ;  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties 
as  the  Board  may  from  time  to  time  require. 

10.  The  By-Laws  may  be  amended  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  full  Board,  at  any  regular  meeting,  after  previous  notice  of  the 
change  that  is  desired  in  the  same  by  any  member  has  been  mailed 
to  each  member  by  the  Clerk,  three  days,  at  least,  before  any  vote 
shall  be  taken  by  the  Board  to  make  the  proposed  change. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  during  the 
Year  1884. 

There  have  been  the  following  changes  in  the  membership 
of  the  Board  :  — 

On  the  22d  January,  1884,  Dr.  R.  T.  Davis  resigned, 
owing  to  his  election  as  representative  to  Congress.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Charles  F.  Donnelly,  who  was  appointed 
Feb.  6,  1884,  and  qualified  Feb.  8,  1884.  On  the  12th 
March,  1884,  Thomas  Talbot  resigned.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Everett  Torrey,  who  was  appointed  March  19, 
1884,  and  qualified  March  24,  1884.  Mr.  Torrey's  term  of 
office  expiring  in  June  following,  he  was  re-appointed 
June  4,  1884,  and  qualified  June  7,  1884. 

Dr.  Davis  had  been  a  member  of  the  Board  from  its 
organization,  in  1879;  and  Governor  Talbot  was  commis- 
sioned in  1880.  The  Board  is  under  great  obligation  to 
both  gentlemen,  who  gave  their  time  and  experience  as 
freely  to  the  service  of  the  State  in  their  capacity  as  mem- 
bers as  they  had  given  them  in  other  important  offices,  in 
which  they  had  previously  served  the  Commonwealth  with 
fidelity  and  distinction. 

There  have  been  passed,  from  time  to  time  during  the 
year,  many  votes  concerning  the  regular  business  of  the 
Board,  admitting,  discharging,  transferring,  indenturing, 
etc.,  inmates  of  the  institutions,  and  wards  of  the  State, 
according  to  law,  appointing  hearings,  and  deciding  ques- 
tions arising  out  of  such  hearings,  etc.  The  more  important 
votes  of  the  Board  have  been  as  follows,  — those  passed  by 
the  Board  as  trustees  of  the  State  Almshouse  being  placed 
by  themselves  :  — 

{January  5.)  Voted,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  the 
stronger  preparations  of  opium,  such  as  the  tincture,  the  crude 
drug,  and  morphia,  should  be  included  in  the  list  of  poisons 
specified  in  chapter  208,  section  6,  of  the  Public  Statutes. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Board  be  given  Miss  Elizabeth 
C.  Putnam  for  her  unwearied  and  invaluable  services  in  the  organi- 
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zation  and  labors  of  the  corps  of  Auxiliary  Visitors,  and  also  for 
the  assistance  rendered  in  the  preparation  of  some  important 
statistical  work  of  the  Board. 

The  Superintendent  of  Out-Door  Poor  having  sent  in  his  resigna- 
tion, it  was 

Voted,  To  accept  the  resignation  of  Dr.  H.  B.  Wheelwright, 
Superintendent  of  Out-Door  Poor,  to  take  effect  February  1,  1884. 

Voted,  To  approve  certain  estimates  for  improvements  at  Taun- 
ton Lunatic  Hospital  submitted  \by  the  Inspector  of  Charities,  and 
amounting  to  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars 
($10,330). 

(February  2.)  The  Chairman  stated  that,  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Charities,  he  had  placed  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Out-Door  Poor  in  temporal^  charge  of  the  business  of 
that  office. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  on  Lunacy  be  authorized  to  print, 
at  the  expense  of  the  Board,  3,000  copies  of  Dr.  Godding's 
pamphlet,  entitled  '"  Our  Insane  Neighbor,"  the  cost  not  to  exceed 
seventy  dollars,  and  the  paper  to  appear  as  issued  bj^  the  Board, 
by  permission  of  its  author. 

(February  9.)  Ex-Governor  Talbot  having  resigned  the  office 
of  Chairman  of  the  Board,  Charles  F.  Donnelly,  Esq.,  was  unani- 
mously elected  Chairman. 

Voted,  That,  until  further  action  of  the  Board,  the  Superintend- 
ent of  In-Door  Poor  have  the  supervision  and  care  of  the  Out- 
Door  Poor  Department. 

(March  1.)  In  the  matter  of  alleged  abuse  of  one  of  the  State 
wards,  John  D.  Ash,  by  his  employer,  R.  W.  Crocker  of  Vineyard 
Haven,  — 

Voted,  To  accept  and  adopt  the  following  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  matter :  —  The  committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  punishment  complained  of  was  not  brutal, 
not  unnecessarily  severe,  but  the  mode  of  administering  it  did  not 
commend  itself  to  their  judgment.  Farther,  that  in  future  all 
persons  receiving  wards  of  the  State  should  be  informed  that  any 
punishment  inflicted  upon  such  wards  of  a  character  other  than 
such  as  would  be  inflicted  by  a  judicious  parent  on  his  own  child 
will  be  a  sufficient  cause  for  the  removal  of  such  ward,  and  the 
prosecution  of  parties  so  offending.  Also,  that  the  Board's  Visitors 
be  instructed  to  make  more  careful  inquiries  in  all  cases,  particu- 
larly as  to  any  violation  of  this  rule,  and  at  once  report  the  facts. 


1885.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.   17.  xv 

PROCEEDINGS    OF   THE    BOARD. 

{May  3.)  Voted,  That  a  general  visitation  of  the  local  alms- 
houses be  had  this  year,  and  that  the  expense  thereof,  not  to 
exceed  $1,000,  be  drawn  from  the  appropriation  for  the  Out-Door 
Poor  Department,  the  same  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Lunacy. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Clerk  with  the  result  of  the 
election  of  John  D.  Wells  to  that  office.  On  the  8th  of  May,  Mr. 
Wells  was  qualified,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  position. 

{Jane  7.)  The  Board  appointed  Prof.  William  Ripley  Nichols 
as  its  Representative  at  the  International  Health  Exhibition  being 
held  in  London. 

The  Board,  according  to  the  requirements  of  its  By-Laws,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  annual  election  of  Chairman  and  Clerk,  with  the 
result  of  the  election  of  Charles  F.  Donnelly  as  Chairman,  and 
John  D.  Wells  as  Clerk.     The  Clerk-elect  was  duly  qualified. 

{June  20.)  The  Committee  on  Health  having  recommended 
the  appointment  of  Hiram 'R.  Neal,  of  Lawrence,  as  Inspector  of 
Food  and  Drugs,  under  Acts  of  1882,  chap.  263,  and  Acts  of  1884, 
chap.  289,  it  was 

Voted,  That  Hiram  R.  Neal  be  appointed  Inspector  of  Food  and 
Drugs,  at  a  salary  of  $1,000  per  annum,  and  travelling  expenses. 

{July  5.)  Voted,  That,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Health,  a  sum  not  exceeding  $600  be  expended  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Dr.  D.  F.  Lincoln,  in  the  sanitary  inspection  of  school- 
houses  in  the  State. 

At  this  date  the  Board  ceased  to  act  as  Trustees  of  the  State 
Almshouse,  having  received  from  the  Governor  notice  of  his  ap- 
pointment of  trustees. 

{July  12.)  That  the  election  of  Superintendent  of  Out-Door 
Poor  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Board. 

{July  17.)  Following  the  recommendation  of  the  Health  Commit- 
tee, the  Board  Voted,  To  appoint  John  II .  Terry  Inspector  of 
Food  and  Drugs  at  a  salary  of  $1,000  per  annum,  and  travelling 
expenses. 

{Aug,  2.)  Dr.  Hitchcock,  who  had  been  appointed  a  committee 
to  inspect  the  hospital  cottages  at  Baldwinville,  made  a  veil  ml 
report,  briefly  describing  that  establishment,  and  commenting 
favorably  upon  its  condition. 

The  Inspector  of  Charities  having  reported  that  the  water- 
supply  at  the  Milton  almshouse  is  polluted,  or  in  danger  of  pollu- 
tion, it  was 
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Voted,  To  refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Health  with 
full  power. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor  have  author- 
ity to  transfer,  under  direction  of  the  Lunacy  Committee,  and  to 
make  removals  in  the  same  manner,  of  such  insane  persons  whose 
insanity  has  existed  for  a  less  period  than  six  months,  as  the 
Lunacy  Committee  may  find  committed  or  retained,  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  chap.  234  of  the  Acts  of  1884  ;  and  that  the  In- 
spector of  Charities  be  authorized,  under  direction  of  said  Com- 
mittee, to  make  application  for  the  commitment  to  a  hospital, 
under  sect.  25,  chap.  87  of  the  Public  Statutes,  of  any  insane  per- 
son, not  incurable,  who  is  found  by  said  Committee  to  be  deprived 
of  proper  remedial  treatment,  and  confined  in  an  almshouse,  or 
other  place. 

Voted,  That  the  superintendence  of  the  Out-Door  Department 
be  continued  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  S.  C.  Wrightington,  until 
further  notice. 

(Sept.  6.)  Voted,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  send  a  copy 
of  Dr.  S  ted  man's  report  on  the  Fall  River  almshouse  to  the  Mayor 
and  Council  of  that  cit}r,  calling  their  attention  thereto ; 
and  also  a  copy  of  Dr.  Prentiss's  report  on  the  water-supply  at 
the  Milton  almshouse  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  that  town, 
calling  their  attention  thereto. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor  be  instructed 
to  remove  from  the  hospitals  which  are  most  crowded  with  women, 
harmless  and  chronic  insane  patients,  —  not  exceeding  fifty  in  all 
—  to  the  Asylum  fox  the  Insane  at  Tewksbury,  during  the  month 
of  September. 

Voted,  That  Dr.  Henry  R.  Stedman  be  requested  to  prepare  a 
paper  for  publication  in  the  forthcoming  Annual  Report,  on  the 
subject  of  Boarding  Out  the  Insane  in  Private  Families,  —  the  ex- 
pense of  the  paper  not  to  exceed  $100,  and  the  Committee  on 
Lunacy  to  have  full  charge  in  the  matter. 

(October  4.)  Voted,  That  the  powers  conferred  upon  this 
Board  by  sect.  4,  of  chap.  297,  of  the  Acts  of  1884  be  exercised, 
until  further  notice,  by  the  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor. 

Voted,  That  the  Health  Officer  be  authorized  to  employ,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  such  additional  assist- 
ance for  the  making  of  analyses  of  food  and  drugs  as  may  be  nec- 
essary from  time  to  time,  within  the  limits  of  the  annual  appropri- 
ation. 
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Voted,  That  Messrs.  Donnelly,  Waleott,  Fallon  and  Noble,  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  already  appointed  to  attend  the  forthcoming 
Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction  at  St.  Louis,  be  also 
appointed  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  to  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  place. 

Voted,  That  the  name  of  Mr.  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Inspector  of  Char- 
ities, be  added  to  the  list  of  delegates  to  the  Conference  of  Chari- 
ties and  Correction,  and  that  the  name  of  Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott, 
Health  Officer,  be  added  to  the  list  of  delegates  to  the  meeting  of 
the  American  Public  Health  Association. 

A  "  Draft  of  a  Report  from  the  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and 
Charity  of  Massachusetts  to  the  National  Conference  of  Charities 
and  Correction,"  presented  by  the  Inspector  of  Charities,  having 
been  read,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  clerk  transmit  the  "  Draft  of  a  Report "  etc.,  to 
Rev.  F.  H.  Wines,  Secretary  of  the  National  Conference. 

Voted,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board  that  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Out-Door  and  In-Door  Departments,  as  recommended 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  his  annual  message  to  the  last 
Legislature,  is  desirable,  and  that,  until  the  January  meeting  of 
the  Board,  the  two  Departments  remain  as  now,  —  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  present  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor. 

(October  10.)  The  following  Order,  originally  offered  on  the 
19th  April  last,  being  taken  from  the  table,  was  passed  :  — 

Ordered,  That  the  paid  employes  of  the  Board  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  engage  in  any  other  work  during  the  office  hours  at  the 
State  House.  Also,  That  all  clerical  work  be  performed  in  the 
offices  of  the  Board,  and  that  attendance  be  required  during  all 
office  hours,  —  the  order  to  go  into  effect  on  the  1st  prox. 

(November  1.)  The  Board  voted  to  adopt  certain  "Rules  and 
Regulations  relative  to  the  Inspection  and  Analysis  of  Food  and 
Drugs,"  which  will  be  found  in  the  Division  of  this  Report  relat- 
ing to  Health. 

(November  15.)  Voted,  That  the  Board  subscribe  for  one  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  Report  of  the  Conference  of  Charities  and  Cor- 
rection for  1883,  and  for  one  hundred  copies  of  the  same  for  1884. 

(December  5.)  Three  public  hearings  having  been  held  by  the 
Board  on  the  subject  of  Chap.  42  of  the  Resolves  of  1881,  it  was 

Voted,  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  an  institution  for  the 
care,  keeping  and  reformation  of  persons  arrested  for  or  convicted 
of  drunkenness. 
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Also,  Voted,  That  the  Chairman  be  authorized  to  prepare  a  report 
upon  the  subject. 

{December  6.)  Ordered,  That  no  patients  shall  be  removed 
from  any  of  the  State  Hospitals  by  authority  of  this  Board,  except 
persons  transferred  to  other  hospitals  and  asylums,  until  their 
names  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board,  and  their  removal  au- 
thorized by  vote  ;  and  that  a  list  of  such  patients,  whose  removal 
is  thought  desirable,  shall  be  laid  before  the  Board  at  each  monthly 
meeting,  with  the  reasons,  in  each  case,  for  a  removal,  and  a  dis- 
tinct mention  of  the  place  to  which  each  patient  should  be  sent. 
A  similar  list  shall  be  laid  before  the  Board  by  the  Superintend- 
ent of  In-Door  Poor  in  all  cases  of  transfer  ;  but  transfers  may  be 
made,  upon  his  written  order,  previous  to  a  vote  of  the  Board. 
No  patient  shall  be  discharged  by  this  Board  from  any  hospital, 
in  any  manner,  without  a  written  order  directed  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  said  Hospital,  specifying  each  patient  by  name  ;  and 
such  order  shall  be  left  with  the  Superintendent,  at  least  two  days 
before  any  patient  named  therein  shall  be  removed. 

Mrs.  Leonard,  to  whom  the  subject  has  been  referred,  read  a 
Report  on  the  Mortality  at  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum, 
which  was  accepted. 

Voted,  That  the  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor  be  instructed 
to  send  no  infants  to  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum  when  the 
number  of  infants  therein  is  equal  to  fifty. 

{December  20.)  Voted,  That  Thomas  P.  Bagley  be  appointed 
agent  under  the  provisions  of  chap.  258  of  the  Acts  of  1884,  until 
July  1,  1885,  at  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  $1,200  per  annum. 

The  Administration  of  the  State  Almshouse. 

The  Board  began  to  act  as  Trustees  of  the  State  Alms- 
house April  28,  1883,  and  continued  in  the  exercise  of  that 
authority  until  July  5,  1884,  when  notice  was  received  from 
the  Governor  of  his  appointment  of  the  present  Board  of 
Trustees.  In  the  single  matter,  however,  of  the  carrying  on 
to  its  completion  of  the  high-service  system  of  water-supply 
at  the  institution,  the  Board  has  continued  its  trusteeship 
through  the  current  year.  The  proceedings  of  the  Board, 
acting  as  Trustees,  will  be  found  below. 

{January  12.)  Voted,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  it 
is  desirable  that  Dr.  C.  Irving  Fisher  should  continue  to  perform 
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the  duties  of  Superintendent  and  Resident  Physician  of  the  State 
Almshouse. 

{February  2.)  Notice  was  received  by  the  Board  of  the  Gover- 
nor's approval  of  Dr.  C.  Irving  Fisher's  appointment  as  Superin- 
tendent and  Resident  Physician  of  the  State  Almshouse. 

The  Board  received  a  report  from  the  Health  Officer  on  the  san- 
itary needs  of  the  State  Almshouse;  and  also  a  report  from  the 
Special  Visiting  Committee  containing  engineer's  estimates  on 
improvements  in  the  steam-works  in  the  institution. 

{April  5.)  The  following  report  of  the  Special  Visiting  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  Almshouse  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Charities. 

"  The  Visiting  Committee  to  the  Almshouse  report  for  the  first 
three  months  of  the  present  year,  that  they  have  visited  the  insti- 
tution each  week,  and  given  the  same  thorough  supervision  and 
inspection. 

A  neat  inexpensive  building  has  been  erected,  containing  a  cool 
receptacle  for  the  dead,  in  compliance  with  a  recent  statute  provid- 
ing for  the  longer  preservation  of  dead  bodies  prior  to  burial ;  also 
a  small  mortuary  chapel  wherein  funeral  services'are  held. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  the  inmates  have  addi- 
tional religious  services  during  the  month.  A  convenient  reading- 
room  has  been  established  for  the  attendants  of  the  institution, 
meeting  a  much  needed  requirement. 

The  institution  is  in  its  normal  condition  again,  so  far  as  the 
Committee  can  judge  from  observation. 

There  is  an  excellent  corps  of  attendants  ;  probably,  as  a  whole, 
the  best  in  the  State.  This  is  owing  in  part  to  the  fact  that  rea- 
sonably good  wages  are  paid.  The  female  attendants  in  hospitals 
and  asylum  are  on  a  par  with  supervisors  in  our  State  Lunatic 
Hospitals,  and  decidedly  above  the  average  attendants  there. 
They  are  also  more  efficient  and  perform  a  greater  amount  of  ser- 
vice among  a  class  of  persons  where  fidelity  is  a  quality  very 
essential  to  humane  care  ;  and  they  are  more  relieved  from  care 
and  annoyance  at  meal  times  than  with  State  Hospitals,  going 
across  the  }Tard  to  a  separate  building  to  their  meals.  Two 
intelligent  medical  students  and  two  experienced  male  nurses  have 
charge  of  the  men's  hospital. 

In  this  building  we  must  again  sa}r,  as  we  have  said  before,  there 
is  not  only  insufficient  room  for  the  sick,  but  also  an  impossibility 
of  classification,  detrimental  to  their  recovery.  Fevers,  fresh 
wounds,  erysipelas,   and  loathsome   sores,  are  here    congregated 
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with  almost  no  separation.  A  large,  powerful  Irishman,  whose 
feet  were  gangrened  from  the  effect  of  frost-bites,  while  in  a  stupor 
of  intoxication,  had  a  part  of  each  foot  amputated  at  the  State 
Almshouse,  Nov.  8,  1883.  The  operation  was  well  and  skilfully 
performed,  but  the  stumps  are  still  unhealed,  —  suppurating, — 
and  the  man  confined  to  bed.  This  is  without  doubt  owing  to  the 
presence  of  several  typhoid  fever  cases ;  and  worse  still,  the  en- 
trance into  the  ward  of  a  case  of  acute  erysipelas,  from  which  his 
wounds  were  infected.  Every  surgeon  knows  the  impropriety  of 
this.  Yet  we  are  obliged  to  receive  cases,  sent  by  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  towns,  of  unsettled  persons,  and  there  is  no  other  means 
of  disposing  of  them.  The  State  wrongs  her  dependents  in  not 
providing  sufficient  and  suitable  accommodations  for  the  sick. 
This  can  only  be  done  by  erecting  additional  buildings  and  means 
of  isolation.  It  should  be  the  careful  study  of  this  Board  to  put 
itself  on  record  as  protesting  against  this  crowding  of  the  sick,  and 
the  injurious  mingling  of  different  cases,  curable  and  incurable. 

The  insane  women  are  much  more  fully  employed  than  ever  be- 
fore, in  needle-work  and  making  clothing  for  the  other  inmates. 

The  custom  has  been  introduced  of  giving  the  insane  women  an 
hour  or  two  of  dancing,  twice  a  week.  A  fiddle  plays  reels  and 
jigs,  and  a  large  proportion  dance,  and  seem  to  enjoy  it.  They 
sleep  better  after  the  exercise  and  are  more  quiet. 

The  Committee  hope,  at  some  early  future,  that  the  legislature 
will  vote  a  liberal  appropriation  to  replace  the  inadequate  old 
wooden  buildings,  that  have  been  in  constant  service  for  thirty 
years,  by  a  plain,  substantial,  inexpensive,  convenient  brick 
building. 

John  Fallon, 
Clara  T.  Leonard, 
A.  A.  Haggett, 

April  4,  1884.  Special  Visiting  Committee. 

On  the  same  date  (April  5)  the  Board  adopted  the  following 

By-Laws  for  the  Government  of  the    State  Almshouse   and 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Tewksbury. 

the  board  of  trustees. 
Section  1.    The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be  organized  annually  by 
the  choice  of  a  Chairman  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board,  where  the 
newly  appointed  members  shall  be  present ;  and  the  Clerk  of  the  insti- 
tution shall  be  Clerk  of  the  Board. 
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Sect.  2.  The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  hold  a  monthly  meeting  for 
the  examination  of  the  accounts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Almshouse, 
and  the  transaction  of  any  other  business  required  to  be  done  by  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  3.  Special  meetings  of  the  Board  shall  be  called  by  the  Chair- 
man, or  by  him  on  the  application  in  writing  of  any  two  members,  two 
days1  notice  of  said  meeting  to  be  given. 

Sect.  4.  One  of  the  Trustees  shall  visit  the  Almshouse,  and  also  the 
Asylum  for  the  Insane,  every  week,  and  shall  make  a  record  of  the  visit 
in  the  Register  of  the  Visitors  at  the  State  Almshouse.  He  shall  be 
furnished  with  a  list  of  the  insane  patients  so  that  he  may  ascertain  the 
presence  and  general  condition  of  each  one. 

Sect.  5.  The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  procure  a  suitable  person  or 
persons  to  take  an  annual  inventory  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of 
the  institution,  as  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  6.  The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Super- 
intendent yearly,  giving  in  detail  the  expenses  of  the  institution  for  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  together  with  a  list  of  salaried  officers  and  of  em- 
ployes, and  shall  submit  their  Annual  Report  to  the  Governor  and 
Council  on  or  before  the  15th  of  October. 

Sect.  7.  The  Trustees  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  July,  elect  a 
Superintendent  and  Resident  Physician,  salary  to  be  determined  as  by 
statute. 

Sect.  8.  The  Superintendent,  when  holding  the  office  of  Resident 
Physician,  shall  give  special  attention  to  the  medical  department  of  the 
Almshouse  and  Asylum  for  the  Chronic  Insane;  and  shall  in  all  other 
respects  exercise  the  powers  given  by  law  to  the  Resident  Physician, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees. 


superint  endent. 

Section  1.  The  Superintendent  shall  have  the  charge  and  super- 
vision of  the  institution  in  all  its  departments.  He  shall  direct  all  pur- 
chases that  shall  be  needed  in  maintaining  the  establishment,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sect.  2.  He  shall  personally  examine  all  paupers  on  their  admission 
into  the  house;  note  and  cause  to  be  recorded  such  facts  in  regard  to 
them  as  are  important  to  be  preserved  ;  shall  cause  them  to  be  thoroughly 
cleansed,  and  suitably  classified,  having  reference  to  their  age  and 
general  character ;  placing  those  who  may  require  medical  treatment 
in  charge  of  the  assistant  physicians,  and  shall  be  especially  careful  that 
the  infirm  and  insane  inmates  and  children  are  treated  with  considerate 
care  and  kindness. 

Sect.  3.  He  shall  make  all  regulations  for  the  domestic  management 
of  the  institution,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees;  shall  enforce 
obedience,  on  the  part  of  inmates,  to  the  rules  prescribed  for  them ;  and 
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shall  keep  a  record  of  all  cases  of  discipline,  which  shall  be  open  for 
examination  to  the  Trustees  and  the  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy,  and 
Charity. 

Sect.  4.  He  shall  see  that  the  police  and  other  regulations  for  the 
management  of  the  institution,  and  the  government  and  employment  of 
the  inmates  are  duly  enforced ;  and  that  the  subordinate  officers  and 
others  employed  about  the  buildings,  in  the  workshops,  and  elsewhere 
upon  the  farm,  discharge  faithfully  their  respective  duties. 

Sect.  5.  He  shall  see  that  the  provisions  furnished  to  the  inmates 
are  of  good  quality,  and  in  sufficient  quantity ;  that  they  are  properly 
stored  and  distributed,  and  that  no  waste  is  permitted.  He  shall  not 
permit  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  by  any  officer  or  inmate.  He  shall 
see  that  the  buildings  are  kept  clean,  warmed,  and  ventilated;  and  that 
such  of  the  inmates  as  are  able  to  perform  labor  are  kept  employed; 
and  that  all  the  concerns  of  the  establishment  are  well-ordered  and 
conducted. 

Sect.  6.  He  shall,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Trustees,  present 
bills  for  all  purchases  made  during  the  month,  for  their  approval.  A 
schedule  of  the  same,  certified  by  at  least  two  Trustees,  shall  be  sent  to 
the  State  Auditor ;  and  after  the  same  shall  have  been  passed  upon  by 
the  Governor  and  Council,  and  a  warrant  drawn  for  the  payment  there- 
of, the  Superintendent  shall  pay  the  same. 

Sect.  7.  He  shall  give  bonds  to  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faith- 
ful keeping  and  disbursement  of  all  moneys  that  may  be  intrusted  to 
him. 

Sect.  8.  He  shall  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  on  or  before  the 
tenth  day  of  October  annually,  the  state  of  the  institution  under  his 
charge,  and  its  expenses  in  detail  for  the  year  ending  on  the  last  day  of 
the  preceding  month,  with  a  list  of  the  salaried  officers  and  their  sala- 
ries, and  of  employes  and  their  wages,  and,  in  a  tabular  form  under'  the 
heads  specified  in  the  Public  Statutes,  the  value  of  the  stock  and  sup- 
plies. 

Sect.  9.  The  Superintendent  may  suspend  from  office,  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  thirty  days,  any  officer  or  employe  of  the  State  Almshouse ; 
and  he  may  discharge  any  officer  or  employes  except  the  Assistant 
Superintendent,  the  Assistant  Physicians,  the  Matron,  Clerk,  and  Engin- 
eer, and  shall  at  once  notify  the  Trustees  of  his  action,  and  he  may  fill 
the  vacancies  so  made  until  the  Trustees  have  time  to  take  action. 

Sect.  10.  The  Superintendent  shall  semi-annually  in  January  and 
July  issue  a  call  by  advertisement  in  at  least  three  daily  papers  pub- 
lished within  the  State,  one  at  least  of  which  shall  be  published  in  Bos- 
ton, for  sealed  proposals,  addressed  to  the  Trustees  and  by  them  to  be 
unsealed  in  open  meeting,  for  the  furnishing  of  articles  which  enter 
largely  into  regular  consumption  or  use  at  the  Almshouse,  stating  the 
kind  and  amount  of  such  supplies  which  will  be  needed  for  the   six 
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months  next  ensuing,  and  upon  the  proposals  received  in  answer  to  said 
advertisements,  the  Superintendent  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Almshouse  shall  award  by  contract  with  responsible 
parties  presenting  said  proposals  the  furnishing  of  said  supplies  for  the 
specified  time  before  mentioned,  requiring  from  the  party  or  parties 
whose  proposals  are  accepted,  a  suitable  bond  for  the  faithful  execution 
of  said  contracts. 

SUBORDINATE    OFFICERS. 

The  Subordinate  Officers  shall  be  an  Assistant  Superintendent,  two 
Assistant  Physicians,  a  Matron, a  Clerk,  an  Engineer,  a  Farmer,  and  such 
assistants  in  the  several  departments  as  may  be  necessary,  who  shall  be 
nominated,  and  their  compensation  fixed  by  the  Superintendent,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Trustees. 

ASSISTANT  PHYSICIANS. 

There  shall  always  be  an  Assistant  Physician  of  each  sex,  who  shall 
have  sanitary  supervision,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent,  of 
all  inmates  of  the  State  Almshouse,  including  the  insane;  shall  attend 
and  prescribe  in  cases  of  sickness,  and  keep  records  of  all  such  cases ; 
shall  report  daily  to  the  Superintendent  all  cases  of  birth  and  death ; 
and  shall  have  the  oversight  of  the  nurses  in  the  hospitals,  and  the  at- 
tendants in  the  Asylum  for  the  insane. 

ASSISTANT   SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  Assistant  Superintendent  shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  Super- 
intendent in  his  absence.  At  other  times  he  shall  see  that  the  regula- 
tions of  the  institution  in  respect  to  discipline,  distribution  of  supplies, 
general  direction  of  labor,  and  classification  of  inmates,  are  complied 
with ;  and,  when  instructed  by  the  Superintendent  shall  enforce  these 
regulations,  make  purchases,  and  attend  to  outside  business,  or  to  the 
special  duties  of  any  officer  who  may  be  otherwise  employed. 

MATRON. 

The  Matron,  subject  to  the  Superintendent,  shall  see  that  all  the  fe- 
male inmates,  sane  or  insane,  are  provided  for,  according  to  their  re- 
spective wants,  by  herself  or  assistants ;  that  cleanliness,  both  in  their 
persons  and  apartments,  and  that  good  order  and  decorum  be  observed 
at  all  times;  and  shall  report  delinquents  to  the  Superintendent  for  dis- 
cipline. She  shall  be  careful  of  all  the  goods,  property,  and  furniture 
committed  to  her  charge,  that  they  be  not  lost  or  embezzled.  She  shall 
assign  the  women  under  her  charge  to  such  labor  as  in  her  judgment 
they  are  best  fitted  to  perform.  She  shall  have  the  general  oversight  of 
her  assistants,  and  see  that  each  discharges  faithfully  the  duties  assigned. 
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She  shall,  at  proper  and  stated  times,  have  all  the  clothing  of  the  in- 
mates, and  the  mattresses  and  bed-clothes  changed,  and  shall  direct  the 
Seamstress,  and  all  other  persons  employed  in'her  department. 

CLERK. 

The  Clerk,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent,  shall  keep  the 
records  and  registers  of  the  State  Almshouse,  except  the  medical  records 
before  mentioned.  He  shall  make  the  weekly  returns,  copy  letters,  and 
assist  in  the  correspondence  of  the  almshouse,  and  shall  make  such 
periodical  returns  of  property,  expenses,  births,  etc.,  as  may  be  required 
by  statute.  He  shall  keep  correct  accounts  in  gross  and  in  detail  of  all 
purchases  for  the  almshouse,  all  bills  contracted  or  paid,  all  money  re- 
ceived for  the  Commonwealth  or  for  individuals,  and  shall  balance  such 
accounts  monthly.  He  shall  act  as  Clerk  for  the  Trustees,  and  shall 
present  at  their  monthly  meetings  such  statements  of  account  as  they 
may  require  for  purposes  of  audit.  He  shall,  when  requested  by  the 
Superintendent,  examine  inmates  on  their  arrival  or  departure,  receive 
their  money  and  valuables,  and  deliver  up  the  same  on  written  receipts ; 
and  assist  the  Superintendent  in  all  clerical  work. 

ENGINEER. 

The  Engineer  shall  have  charge,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, of  the  steam  heating  apparatus  and  fuel ;  of  the  steam,  gas,  and 
water  supply  and  fittings,  and  such  machinery  as  the  Superintendent 
shall  place  in  his  care ;  especially  the  appliances  for  extinguishing  fires. 

FARMER. 

• 

The  Farmer  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent,  take 
care  of  all  the  stock,  barns,  and  farm  buildings ;  shall  see  to  the  care- 
ful use  and  safe-keeping  of  all  implements  of  labor;  to  the  feeding  and 
proper  treatment  of  all  the  animals ;  and  he  shall  also  have  charge  of 
the  teams,  and  all  the  work  done  upon  the  farm. 

ATTENDANTS  IN  THE  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

The  Attendants  shall  see  that  all  the  rooms  in  the  asylum  are  kept 
clean,  warm,  and  ventilated ;  that  all  the  inmates  are  bathed  each  week, 
and  oftener  if  required ;  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food  is  furnished 
each  person  ;  and  if  any  inmate  refuses  to  use  the  food  provided,  that 
notice  thereof  be  given  to  the  Physicians,  and  also  that  those  able  to 
labor  are  passed  over  to  the  care  of  those  who  shall  take  charge  of 
them. 

NURSES. 

The  Nurses  in  the  male  and  female  hospitals  shall  see  that  all  medi- 
cines prescribed  by  the  Physician  are  administered ;  that  his  orders  are 
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strictly  enforced ;  that  the  food  is  properly  distributed ;  that  the  rooms, 
beds  and  clothing  are  kept  in  a  wholesome  condition,  and  that  the  com- 
fort of  the  sick  in  every  way  is  promoted,  which  can  only  be  done  by 
close  personal  attention  during  the  hours  of  duty. 

WATCH. 

The  Watchmen  shall  be  on  duty  when  required  by  the  Superintend- 
ent. They  shall  keep  a  vigilant  watch  that  no  one  escapes;  that  no 
matches  are  used  by  the  inmates  during  the  night ;  that  the  fires  in  the 
boiler-houses  and  other  buildings  are  safe  ;  that  the  sleeping  apartments 
of  the  inmates  are  visited,  and  all  other  parts  of  the  institution  desig- 
nated for  the  purpose  by  the  Superintendent,  making  such  use  of  the 
watch  detectors  as  he  shall  require ;  and  that  persons  having  special 
duties  shall  be  seasonably  called. 

MISCELLANEOUS    REGULATIONS. 

Sect.  1.  From  the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of  April,  the  Rising  Bell 
will  be  rung  at  5.30  o'clock,  a.m.,  and  the  Retiring  Bell  at  8  o'clock,  p.m. 
From  April  1  to  October  1,  the  Rising  Bell  will  be  rung  half  an  hour 
earlier. 

Sect.  2.  All  inmates,  unless  excused  by  the  physician,  shall  be  bathed 
weekly  or  oftener,  and  cleanliness  shall  be  enforced  by  appropriate  dis- 
cipline. 

Sect.  3.  Discipline  may  extend  to  the  diet,  the  labor,  the  restraint, 
the  confinement,  or  the  discharge  of  the  inmates,  according  to  their  con- 
dition and  offence,  and  shall  be  exercised  by  the  Superintendent  or  his 
order;  but  in  all  cases  of  discipline  or  restraint,  a  record  shall  be  kept 
of  cause  and  duration  of  the  same. 

Sect.  4.  Visitors  are  strictly  forbidden  to  give  intoxicating  liquors 
to  any  inmate ;  and  any  one  violating  this  rule  shall  never  again  be 
allowed  to  enter  upon  the  premises  without  permission  from  the  Super- 
intendent. 

Sect.  5.  Inmates  may  be  visited  by  their  friends  any  day  of  the  week 
(Sundays  excepted),  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Sect.  6.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  visit  the  pest-house,  when  oc- 
cupied, without  permission  of  a  physician  in  charge. 

Sect.  7.  No  visitors  shall  be  admitted  to  the  wards  of  the  hospital 
and  the  asylum  for  the  insane,  except  by  the  express  permission  of  the 
Superintendent. 

Sect.  8.  All  employes  of  the  institution  shall  avoid  the  use  of  im- 
proper language  ;  shall  treat  each  other  and  the  inmates  with  courtesy  ; 
and  any  violation  of  this  rule  shall  be  sufficient  cause  for  removal. 

Sect.  9.  The  insane  shall  be  treated  in  a  kind  and  gentle  manner, 
but  subject  to  strict  discipline.     Sympathy  and  kindness  shall  be  the 
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rule,  force  and  restraint  the  exception.  No  attendant  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  strike  an  iamate,  under  any  circumstances. 

Sect.  10.  Leave  of  absence  shall  be  granted  any  person  employed  in 
the  institution,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent ;  and  no  person 
shall  leave  without  his  permission  or  that  of  the  resident  Physician. 

Sect.  11.  All  officers  and  employees  shall  report  at  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  immediately  before  leaving  the  institution,  and  again 
immediately  upon  their  return. 

Sect.  12.  In  addition  to  the  duties  assigned  to  the  subordinate  offi- 
cers, they  shall  at  all  times  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  perform  any 
additional  service  which  may  be  required  bjT  the  Superintendent. 

Sect.  13.  The  clothing  and  personal  effects  of  all  inmates  shall  on 
their  entrance  into  the  institution  be  inventoried,  properly  cleansed, 
ticketed  and  stored  for  them  until  their  discharge,  when  they  shall  be 
returned  to  them.  No  inmate  shall  wear  his  own  clothing  while  in  the 
almshouse,  except  in  special  cases  of  infirm  persons  who  may  be 
allowed  this  privilege  by  permission  of  the  Superintendent. 

Sect.  14.  These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  at  any  full  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Governor,  a 
previous  notice  having  been  given. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity,  acting  as  Trus- 
tees of  the  State  Almshouse,  April  5,  1884. 

Edward  Hitchcock,  Sec'y. 
Approved,  April  26,  1884. 

Geo.  D.  Kobinson, 

Governor. 


(April  19.)  Ordered,  That  the  clause  in  the  bill,  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  State  Almshouse 
and  State  Workhouse,  permitting  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  for 
said  Board,  at  a  salary  of  $1,000  per  annum, —  which  bill  is  now 
under  consideration  in  the  State  Senate, —  is,  in  the  judgment  of 
this  Board,  unnecessary,  as,  in  our  opinion,  the  clerks  of  the  two 
institutions  can  act  as  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  matters 
relating  to  their  respective  institutions.  This  is  already  provided 
for  in  relation  to  the  State  Almshouse,  in  the  by-laws  of  said  insti- 
tution. 

Also,  Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  of  this  Board  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  convey  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  having  charge 
of  said  bill,  this  opinion  of  the  Board,  in  relation  to  said  clause  in 
the  bill  under  consideration. 

Voted,  That,  in  the  matter  of  the  care  and  treatment  of  William 
Ryan,  a  patient  at  the  State  almshouse,  and  other  inmates  under 
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hospital  treatment  there,  the  Committee  on  Charities  shall  have 
power  to  transfer  such  to  any  hospital  in  the  State  for  treatment, 
reporting  to  the  Board  their  action  in  such  cases. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  on  Charities  be  instructed  to  report 
to  the  State  Detective  Department  the  recent  escape  from  the  State 
Almshouse  of  Charles  Wilson,  a  supposed  leper. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion,  after  examining 
into  the  statements  made  by  the  persons  who  appeared  in  behalf 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  in  behalf  of  Wil- 
liam Greele}T,  a  student  of  the  College,  both  complained  of,  through 
the  State  Detective  Force,  for  improper  use  and  treatment  of  the 
head  of  a  human  body,  given  the  college  from  the  State  Almshouse 
for  the  purpose  of  dissection, —  that  the  head  mentioned  was  used 
and  dealt  with,  by  the  student  complained  of,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  outrage  public  feeling,  and  the  authorities  of  the  college  were 
guilty  of  a  violation  of  that  good  faith  which  they,  and  those  under 
their  instruction,  were  bound  to  exercise  in  the  matter. 

Voted,  That  this  Board,  acting  as  Trustees  of  the  State  Alms- 
house at  Tewksbury,  will  not  furnish  to  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  the  bodies  of  persons  who  have  died  in  the  institution, 
until  the  college  shall  satisfy  the  Board  of  its  ability  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  laws  for  the  promotion  of  anatomical  science, 
and  the  regulations  of  the  Board  for  the  guidance  of  the  authori- 
ties at  Tewksbury. 

{June  20.)  The  final  report  of  the  Special  Visiting  Committee 
was  presented  by  Mrs.  Leonard,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee.  The 
report  is  as  follows  :  — 

The  Committee  on  the  State  Almshouse,  having  concluded  their 
labors,  now  present  their  final  report. 

After  fourteen  months  that  this  Board  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
State  Almshouse,  we  find  that  the  general  condition  is  much  improved. 
The  Chairman  of  this  Committee  has  devoted  much  time  to  the  general 
care  of  the  institution,  and  has,  in  fact,  performed  the  greater  part  by 
far  of  the  work  of  the  Committee,  though  the  other  members  have  given 
such  time  as  was  consistent  with  their  other  duties,  and  with  the  distant 
residence  of  one  member.  Although,  as  we  have  from  time  to  time 
stated,  we  have  found  no  abuses  to  rectify,  there  was  much  opportunity 
for  the  system  of  administration  to  be  improved ;  and  there  was,  and  is 
still,  room  for  hospital  improvement. 

The  Board  has  been  able  to  do  more  than  could  well  be  clone  under 
the  usual  general  management,  due  in  a  measure  to  its  relation  to  other 
State  institutions.     The  needed  legislation  has  been  secured  to  guard 
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against  the  institution  being  made  a  rendezvous  in  the  winter  months 
for  the  able-bodied  that  are  indolent  and  improvident.  If  such  are 
sent  to  Tewksbury,  they  will  be  compelled  to  labor,  something  they 
have  no  disposition  to  do ;  and,  for  this  reason,  will  not  seek  to  be 
admitted  to  the  almshouse.  This  will  do  much  in  the  future  to  guard 
against  the  overcrowding  in  the  winter  months.  We  believe,  on  the 
whole,  that  the  State  Almshouse  will  compare  very  favorably  with  any 
other  in  the  United  States,  —  either  of  town,  State  or  county,  —  for  the 
general  comfort  of  the  inmates  and  economy  of  management.  For 
good  attendance,  neatness  and  cheerful  surroundings,  we  believe  it  to 
be  unsurpassed.  For  the  comfort  of  the  inmates  almost  everything  has 
been  done  that  a  wise  and  prudent  forethought  could  suggest,  —  ample 
out-door  summer-houses,  convalescent  and  out-door  tent  hospitals, 
wholesome  food,  good  reading  matter,  additional  religious  services,  have 
all  been  provided,  with  the  intention  of  securing  the  healthfulness  and 
comfort  of  the  unfortunates  that  are  charges  upon  the  State,  while 
avoiding  the  mistake  of  making  the  almshouse  too  attractive. 

Since  our  last  report,  the  "  Old  Chapel,"  so  called,  has  been  utilized 
for  a  convalescent  hospital,  which  furnishes  accommodation  for  forty  to 
fifty  additional  beds  whenever  required  to  relieve  the  present  men's 
hospital  building,  that  has  been  too  much  crowded  in  the  past,  and 
which  allows  of  classification  of  cases,  —  a  desirable  end  to  be  attained, 
—  and  adds  an  additional  hospital  to  the  institution. 

There  has  been  erected  an  inexpensive  building,  of  simple  construc- 
tion, to  serve  the  purpose  of  a  '•  field  hospital "  for  men,  wherein  to 
place  such  cases  as  will  be  benefited  by  isolation,  —  cases  that  have 
been,  in  the  past,  detrimental  to  the  general  welfare  of  other  patients  in 
the  men's  hospital.  A  canvas  tent  has  been  added  to  the  appliances  of 
the  institution  for  the  use  of  cases  in  the  women's  hospital  building  and 
the  maternity  ward,  which  will  be  benefited  by  more  salubrious  sur- 
roundings than  the  present  buildings  afford,  especially  in  the  summer 
months. 

The  Board  has  seen  the  total  inadequacy  of  the  water  supply  since 
the  institution  has  been  in  its  charge;  and  believing  that  cleanliness,  if 
not  next  to  godliness,  is  at  least  next  to  healthfulness,  has  recently 
obtained  from  the  legislature  an  appropriation  of  $4,000  for  "  a  high 
service  water  supply  "  for  the  institution,  which  will  certainly  do  much 
to  protect  the  inmates  against  diarrhoea,  typhoid  fever,  or  the  spread  of 
any  form  of  epidemic  disease,  and  will  lessen  the  death  rate,  if  we  can 
rely  upon  the  statistics  of  sanitation,  which  show  such  decrease  in  cases 
where  an  ample  water  supply  has  been  introduced  in  place  of  a  supply 
which  had  proved  inadequate. 

In  closing  this  last  report  on  the  State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury, 
your  Committee  would  state  that,  notwithstanding  the  many  changes 
and  improvements  made  since  the  Board  has  had  the  charge  of  the 
institution,  the  expenses  have  not  been  increased  per  capita,  but  lessened, 
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owing  in  some  degree  to  the  lower  cost  of  supplies,  but  in  a  much 
larger  sense  from  close  personal  attention  to  executive  detail. 

We  relinquish  our  trust  with  much  satisfaction.  It  has  been  a  heavy 
burden,  in  addition  to  the  labors  and  duties  which  we  assumed  as  mem- 
bers of  this  Board,  and  we  have  endeavored  to  perform  both  these  trusts 
with  fidelity. 

There  is  need  of  more  work  than  has  ever  been  done  in  this  institu- 
tion to  promote  the  return  to  self-support  of  able-bodied  inmates, 
temporarily  in  need  of  relief,  especially  among  young  women,  who 
come  here  with  infants.  Many  of  these  need  a  helping  hand  to  regain  a 
foothold  in  society.  There  is  an  opportunity  for  those  who  will  behave 
well  to  go  into  domestic  service  in  the  country,  and  it  should  be  the  aim 
of  the  trustees  to  provide  some  systematic  effort  to  this  end. 

There  are  cases  of  men,  also,  who  could,  by  friendly  help,  be  made 
self-supporting.  Most  of  the  inmates  are,  however,  and  will  continue 
to  be,  broken-down  persons,  with  no  future  before  them.  Those  who 
are  sick  and  dying,  or  insane,  must  be  objects  of  compassion,  whose 
sufferings  must  be  alleviated  without  regard  to  the  errors  which  may 
have  caused  them,  in  some  cases. 

The  Protestant  inmates  do  not  receive  the  spiritual  consolation  and 
instruction  which  they  should  have.  There  is  missionary  work  to  be 
done  in  this  field  ;  and  while  the  Catholic  priest  is  devoted  in  his  minis- 
trations, we  regret  that  so  many  not  of  his  faith  are  left  with  little 
spiritual  aid. 

We  hope  that  the  new  trustees  will  make  progress  far  beyond  what 
we  have  been  able  to  do.  They  will  enter  upon  their  work  with  many 
difficulties  cleared  away  which  we  have  encountered,  and  unembar- 
rassed by  a  multiplicity  of  other  public  duties  which  are  incumbent 
upon  this  Board.  • 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

John  Fallon, 
Clara.  T.  Leonard, 
A.  A.  Haggett, 

Committee  on  State  Almshouse,  Tewksbury. 

On  the  same  elate  (July  5)  was  passed  the  following  resolu- 
tion :  — 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  feels  under  deep  obligation  to  Mr. 
Fallon,  one  of  its  members,  for  the  conscientious  and  unremitting 
labor  performed  by  him  during  the  past  fourteen  months,  in  the 
care  and  supervision  of  the  State  Almshouse  —  especially  during 
the  fourteen  weeks  in  which  he  virtually  acted  as  superintendent, 
without  any  compensation  ;  that  he  has  been  the  means  of  raising  the 
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standard  of  care  and  reducing  the  cost  of  administration  at  the 
almshouse  ;  and  that  he  has  given  an  amount  of  labor  to  the 
interests  of  the  State  and  of  the  inmates,  which  merits  public  grati- 
tude as  well  as  the  thanks  of  this  Board. 

On  the  19th  December  the  following  report  was  presented  and 
approved :  — 

In  State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy,  and  Charity, 

Boston,  Dec.  19,  1884. 

The  undersigned,  a  sub-committee  of  the  Board  in  charge  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  $4,000  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  in  chap- 
ter 34  of  the  Resolves  for  1884,  for  the  erection  of  "  a  high  service 
water-tank  for  supplying  the  State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury 
with  water,  and  for  the  better  protection  of  said  almshouse  against 
fire,"  would  report  that  the  tank  has  been  completed  at  the  follow- 
ing cost,  viz. :  — 

For  the  tank,        .        .        .        .        .        .        .        .    $3,100  00 

"     the  foundation  of  same, 214  76 

"     connections  and  overflow  pipe,   ....  76  04 


Total  cost, $3,390  80 

—thus  leaving  a  balance  of  $609.20  of  the  appropriation   unex- 
pended. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

■ 

John  Fallon, 
A.  A.  Haggett, 

Sub-Committee  of  the  State  Board. 


1885.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  17, 


XXXI 


RECEIPTS. 


Keceipts,  Expenses  and  Estimates  of  the 

Boapd. 

Keceipts. 
The  Board  has  no  receipts  of  its  own,  but  collects  and 
transmits  to  the  State  Treasury  such  sums  as  are  due  from 
the  United  States,  from  cities  and  towns,  and  from  indi- 
viduals, for  the  support  of  persons  other  than  State  paupers 
in  these  institutions.  These  receipts  were  as  follows  for  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  1884  :  — 


From  sundry  persons  for  board  in  the  State  Almshouse, 
Lunatic  Hospitals  and  the  Mass.  School  for  the  Feeble 
Minded, 

From  cities  and  towns  for  the  board  of  city  and  town 
charges  in  the  variou 

From  the  United  States, 


Boston,  . 

Brockton, 

Chelsea, 

Cambridge, 

Fall  River, 

Fitchburg, 


$2,236  48 


Gloucester, 

Haverhill, 

Holyoke, 

Lowell,  . 

Lynn,     . 

Lawrence, 

Maiden, 

New  Bedford 

Newton, 

Newburyport 

Salem,   . 

Springfield, 

Somerville, 

Taunton, 

Worcester, 

Attleborough 

Amherst, 

Agawam, 


3  State  Inst 

itutions, 

30,072  82 

11,699  24 

$14,008  54 

$9,513  28 

Arlington,      .                 .        $25  54 

89  43 

Athol,    . 

59  00 

380  32 

Amesbury, 

38  86 

1,004  40 

Adams,  . 

47  43 

1,371  25 

Brimfield, 

28  86 

28  00 

Bedford, 

112  85 

278  25 

Brookline, 

118  32 

237  21 

Blackstone, 

27  00 

233  90 

Beverly, 

107  88 

1,046  93 

Barnstable, 

66  86 

1,500  26 

Bridgewater, 

2  00 

925  83 

Bradford, 

19  50 

339^4 

Billerica, 

241  43 

592  48 

Chicopee, 

223  96 

'  162  60 

Conway, 

47  50 

332  50 

Clinton, 

82  99 

658  93 

Canton, . 

54  79 

448  81 

Chelmsford, 

22  29 

529  63 

Coh  asset, 

32  04 

271  98 

Chatham, 

8  14 

987  75 

Dartmouth, 

34  43 

117  31 

Uedham, 

264  81 

52  28 

Dighton, 

19  86 

65  14 

Duxbury, 

50  61 
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Dmvers, 

Enfield, . 

Everett, 

Easton,  . 

East  Bridgewater, 

Essex,    . 

Easthampton, 

Franklin, 

Freetown, 

Franringham, 

Great  Barrington, 

Groveland, 

Greenfield, 

Granville, 

Grafton, 

Hopkinton, 

Harwich, 

Hatfield, 

Hubbardston 

Hyde  Park, 

Hanson, 

Hard  wick, 

Ipswich, 

Leominster, 

Lunenburg, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Leicester, 

Milford, 

Marlborough 

Medford, 

Melrose, 

Methuen, 

Maynard, 

Marion, 

Marshfield, 

]\Iattapoisett, 

Manchester, 

Milton,  . 

Marblehead, 

Northbridge, 

North  Andover 

Natick,  . 

Norton, 

Nahant, . 

Needham, 


$22  75 

74  57 

35  75 

116 

22 

31 

11 

20 

43 

38  00 

58  43 

41 

96 

34  71 

39 

28 

76 

14 

22 

75 

12 

57 

74  00 

280  74 

52 

28 

4  71 

92 

39 

11 

86 

48 

50 

131 

29 

19 

96 

141 

13 

22 

25 

48 

75 

14  86 

30  50 

312  50 

91 

54 

118  86 

61 

29 

161 

24 

169 

92 

27 

43 

44  65 

18  58 

61 

75 

61 

71 

83  85 

47 

32 

52 

28 

48 

11 

30 

64 

42 

86 

78 

46 

Peabody, 

$27  57 

Plymouth, 

51  00 

Provincetown, 

133  78 

Palmer, . 

229  11 

Randolph, 

123  53 

Rockport, 

77  36 

Russell, 

46  00 

Revere, . 

64  54 

Reading, 

153  21 

South  Abington,    . 

28  14 

Stoughton,     . 

52  28 

Sutton,  . 

59  25 

Scituate, 

117  25 

Sandwich, 

65  93 

Stoneham, 

14  86 

Seekonk, 

24  00 

Swampscott, 

31  57 

Saugus, 

45  50 

Sunderland,  . 

18  25 

Shirley, 

47  7i 

Southwick,    . 

39  29 

Templeton,    . 

117  32 

Topsfield, 

51  07 

Upton,   .        . 

62  57 

Westborough, 

139  37 

Watertown,  . 

78  86 

Waltham, 

236  60 

Westtield, 

291  39 

Weymouth,    . 

215  18 

Wrentham,    . 

101  16 

Woburn, 

427  60 

Warren, 

39  99 

Ware,     . 

45  50 

Walpole, 

19  50 

Wareham, 

52  28 

West  Stockbridge, 

130  56 

Weston,,        .        .        . 

58  50 

West  Newbury,     . 

44  14 

Winchester,  . 

133  86 

Westport, 

124  89 

Wakefield,     . 

53  86 

Westhampton, 

58  50 

West  Brookfield,   . 

17  00 

Wellesley, 

12  07 

Webster, 

94  71 
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The  above  named  amounts,  including  both  those  paid  by 
cities  and  towns  and  by  individuals,  was  received  for  sup- 
port in  the  following  named  establishments  :  — 

Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, $10,235  74 

Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, 2,214  29 

Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital, 1,675  04 

Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 589  51 

Asylum  for  Chronic  Insane,  Worcester,         ....  388  17 

State  Workhouse, 2,012  80 

State  Almshouse, 6,557  64 

Lyman  School  for  Boys,          .        .     • 4,208  48 

State  Industrial  School, 2,286  00 

State  Primary  School, 1,780  63 

Massachusetts  School  for  Feeble  Minded,      .        .        .        .  281  00 

Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum, 80  00 

$32,309  30 
Add  amount  received  from  United  States  on  account  of  im- 
migration expenses, 11,699  24 

$14,008  54 
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Expenses  of  the  Board  and  its  Departments 
for  the  Official  Year  1883-84. 


Travelling  and  other  expenses  of  the  Board,         .         .         .  $1,365  58 

Department  of  Health, 5,603  26 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Drugs, 5,529  60 

Department  of  Inspector  of  Charities, 8,124  41 

Department  of  Out-Door  Poor, 17,90132 

Department  of  In-Door  Poor, 23,342  70 

Auxiliary  Visitors, 1,333  47 

Clerk  of  the  Board,         .        .        .        ...        .        .  725  80 

Total,        .         .         .     •    .         .         .         .         .         .         .  $63,926  14 


The  above  expenses,  with  those  for  the  calendar  year  1884, 
which  will  be  given  in  connection  with  the  estimates  for  the 
year  1885,  will  be  found  in  detail  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
Report.  Various  sums,  amounting  to  $828,  and  included  in 
the  amount  charged  above  to  the  Department  of  Out-Door 
Poor,  have  been  paid  out  of  the  appropriations  for  Outside 
Foundlings,  Temporary  Support  of  State  Paupers,  and  Indi- 
gent and  Neglected  Children.    , 

Estimates. 

By  law  the  Board  is  required  to  make  certain  estimates 
directly,  and  to  give  its  opinion  on  the  sufficiency  of  certain 
other  estimates,  during  the  month  of  December  in  each  year. 
These  estimates  are  quite  various,  but  fall  into  two  main 
classes,  —  (1)  special  or  out-door  appropriations,  and  (2) 
regular  in-door  appropriations ;  the  former  including  the 
sums  paid  for  board,  for  reimbursement,  for  private  chari- 
ties, for  removals,  etc.,  and  the  latter  including  the  expen- 
ditures at  those  establishments  which  the  State  supports 
directly  from  its  treasury. 
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Estimates  for  Special  Appropriations  for  1885. 

These  were  duly  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  the 
Board  under  the  law  of  1880,  and  are  as  follows  :  — 


For  the  support  of  State  paupers  in  lunatic  hospitals,        .  $136,000  00 

support  of  the  sick  State  poor,  by  cities  and  towns,  42,-500  00 

burial  of  State  paupers,  by  cities  and  towns,          .  6,500  00 

support  of  infants  in  the  infant  asylums,        .         .  12,000  00 

support  of  outside  foundlings,         ....  15,00000 
temporary  support  of  State  paupers,  by  cities  and 

towns, 15,000  00 

transportation  of  State  paupers,     ....  15,000  00 

transportation  of  State  paupers  to  State  Almshouse,  700  00 

expenses  of  settlement  and  bastardy,     .         .         .  2,000  00 
care  and  maintenance  of  indigent  and  neglected 

children,   .        .        .        . '      .        .  •      .        .  10,000  00 
expenses  of  small-pox  and  other  contagious  dis- 
eases,         .        .  10,000  00 

Total, $264,700  00 

To  this  total  should  be  added, — 

For  the  Mass.   School  for  the  Feeble-Minded, .        .        .  15,000  00 

Total $279,700  00 

No  estimate  was  made  by  the  Board  for  the  Massachusetts 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 


Estimates  for  In-Door  Appropriations. 

These  include  the  whole  expense  of  the  State  Almshouse, 
State  Workhouse,  and  State  Primary  School,  for  their  cur- 
rent cost  in  the  coming  year ;  all  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
current  expenditure  at  the  State  Reform  School  and  the 
State  Industrial  School  (the  fraction  being  paid  from  the 
income  of  funds)  ;  and  the  outlay  for  other  than  ordinary 
expenses  at  the  State  lunatic  hospitals.  The  following  are 
the  estimates  sent  in  by  the  State  establishments  in  Decem- 
ber, 1883,  with  the  Board's  own  estimate  added  in  each 
case  :  — 
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TABLE   OF   ESTIMATES   FOR    1885. 
State  Almshouse.     (  Trustees"  Estimate  ) 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor, $21,000  00 

Flour  and  grain, 14,000  00 

Groceries,  provisions,  etc.,      .         .         .         .         .         .         .  40,000  00 

Fuel, 11,00)  00 

Dry  goods,  etc.,       .        . 10,000  00 

Total, $96,000  00 

This  Board  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $94,000  ; 
its  estimate  for  flour  and  grain  being  $12,000,  the  remain- 
ing items  as  above. 


•e> 


State  Primary  School.     {Trustees'1  Estimate.) 


i 


Salaries,  wages,  and  labor,     .......  $17,000  00 

Groceries  and  provisions, 17,500  00 

Clothing,          ..........  7,000  00 

Fuel, 4,500  00 

Ordinary  repairs  and  improvements,     .....  2,000  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses,         .        .        .        .        .        .        .  1,000  00 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 2,000  00 

Boarding  out  children,    . 3,000  00 

Total, .  $54,000  00 

This  Board  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $54,000,  to 
be  divided  as  above. 


State  Workhouse.    (Trustees'1  Estimate.) 

Salaries,  wages,  and  labor $11,000  00 

Groceries  and  provisions,       . 16,000  00 

Fuel, 5,000  00 

Clothing, .  3,000  00 

Repairs  and  improvements, 3,000  00 

Other  ordinary  expenses, 5,000  00 

Total, $43,000  00 

This  Board  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $43,000, 
to  be  divided  as  above. 
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Industrial  School  for  Girls.     {Trustees'  Estimate.') 

Salaries  and  wages, $7,000  00 

Dry  goods  and  shoes, 2,000  00 

Provisions  and  groceries, 3,200  00 

Grain  and  feed  for  stock, 700  00 

Fuel  and  lights, 1,200  00 

Repairs  and  improvements,    .......  600  00 

Miscellaneous  items, ,      .         .         .  3,300  00 

Total, $L8,000  CO 

This  Board  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $16,300. 


Lyman  School  for  Boys.     ( Trustees'1  Estimate.) 

Salaries  and  wages, $14,500  00 

Dry  goods, 2,000  00 

Provisions  and  groceries, 5,500  00 

Grain, 2,000  00 

Fuel  and  lights, 2,500  00 

Repairs, 1,000  00 

Miscellaneous, 4,500  00 

Total, $32,000  00 

This  Board  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $28,000. 

With  regard  to  the  estimates  for  ordinary  expenses  made 
by  the  State  lunatic  hospitals,  no  action  is  required  on  the 
part  of  this  Board.  Two  of  these  hospitals  have  sent  in 
estimates  for  extraordinary  expenses,  viz.  :  — 


Dan  vers  Lunatic  Hospital. 

The  trustees  estimated  that  $5,000  should  be  expended 
during  the  coming  year  in  outside  painting,  and  attendant 
repairs  of  the  walls  and  roof. 

This  Board  recommended  that  the  above  estimate  be  dis- 
allowed. 
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Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital. 

The  trustees  asked  for  $2,000  to  provide  apartments  for 
the  proper  treatment  of  contagions  diseases,  $1,800  for  the 
completion  of  their  enclosing  wall,  $2,500  for  the  building 
of  a  bridge,  and  $800  for  renewal  of  floors, — in  all,  $7,100. 

This  Board  recommended  the  appropriation  of  $7,100  for 
the  above  purposes. 
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PART   SECOND. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


Prevalent  Diseases.  —  Small-Pox. 

The  year  1884  has  thus  far  been,  like  its  predecessor,  a 
year  of  unusual  health  among  the  people.  As  the  year  had 
not  closed  at  the  date  of  the  compilation  of  this  report,  the 
rate  of  mortality  cannot  be  exactly  stated,  but  sufficient  is 
known  to  say  that  it  differs  but  little  from  that  of  1883. 
No  serious  epidemic  has  prevailed  during  the  year  through- 
out the  State,  or  among  any  large  portion  of  its  inhabitants. 

While  the  general  course  or  progress  of  epidemic  cholera 
has  been  westward  in  Mediterranean 'countries  during  the 
past  two  seasons,  apprehensions  as  to  its  appearance  upon 
our  own  shores  have  not  thus  far  been  fulfilled.  The  his- 
tory of  the  disease  during  the  past  half-century  or  more 
shows  that  its  appearance  in  European  parts  has  been  fol- 
lowed within  one,  two  or  three  years  by  outbreaks  of  the 
disease  in  the  United  States. 

In  view  of  the  great  importance  of  thorough  and  careful 
inspection  of  cities  and  towns,  as  a  measure  of  absolute 
necessity  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  cholera,  should 
it  once  gain  a  foothold,  the  following  circular  was  issued  in 
July  last :  — 

SUGGESTIONS   RELATIVE   TO   EPIDEMIC   CHOLERA. 

(A  Circular  from  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity.) 
In  view  of  the  appearance  of  epidemic  cholera  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1883  in  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  especiall}' 
during  the  present  year  in  Southern  France,  and  recognizing  the 
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possibility  of  its  occurrence  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  following  circular  is  issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
Lunacy  and  Charity,  for  the  guidance  of  local  boards  of  health  and 
all  others  whom  it  may  concern. 

The  portability  of  the  disease,  the  possibility  of  its  rapid  devel- 
opment, the  importance  of  public  and  private  sanitation,  and  the 
value  of  disinfection  are  established. 

Observation  in  past  epidemics  upon  both  continents  shows  that 
the  disease  may  be  carried  from  one  place  to  another  by  per- 
sons ill  with  cholera.  Its  carriage  by  healthy  persons  com- 
ing from  infected  places  is  also  probable.  Experience  also 
teaches  that  the  presence  of  imported  cases  is  not  likely  to  prove 
dangerous  to  any  community,  if  the  place  receiving  the  infection 
has  had,  and  continues  to  have  thorough  sanitary  care  and  super- 
vision. 

The  contagium  of  cholera  is  not  like  that  of  the  eruptive  fevers, 
small-pox  and  scarlatina,  and  if  reasonable  care  is  taken,  there  is 
but  little  risk  that  the  disease  will  spread  to  the  attendants  upon 
the  sick.  It  has,  however,  a  peculiar  infectiveness  which,  when 
the  local  conditions  are  favorable,  can  operate  with  terrible  force. 

The  discharges  from  the  bowels  are  without  doubt  the  chief  source 
of  infection.  In  proportion  as  carelessness  and  neglect  are  per- 
mitted in  the  disposal  of  these  discharges,  the  disease  is  liable  to 
spread.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  it  is  probable  that  a  pa- 
tient suffering  with  epidemic  cholera  has  no  power  to  infect  others 
except  by  means  of  such  discharges.  Nor  is  it  probable  that  he 
has  any  power  of  infecting  at  all,  except  in  so  far  as  particles  from 
these  discharges  may  infect  the  food,  water,  or  air  which  others 
consume. 

In  order  to  understand  what  the  facilities  are  for  spreading  in- 
fection, the  following  considerations  relative  to  the  modes  of  prop- 
agation of  cholera  should  be  borne  in  mind  :  — 

a.  By  leakage  from  privy-vaults,  and  cess-pools,  and  also  by 
surface  drainage,  the  infective  material  of  the  cholera  discharges 
may  gain  access  to  wells,  or  public  water-supplies,  and  thus  im- 
part to  great  volumes  of  water  the  power  of  propagating  the  dis- 
ease. 

b.  The  careless  disposal  of  choleraic  discharges,  by  suffering 
them  to  pass  into  public  or  private  water-closets,  sewers  or  cess- 
pools, without  disinfection,  infects  the  sewage  therein  contained, 
and  possibly  the  effluvia  evolved  by  such  sewage. 
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c.  The  infective  power  of  cholera  discharges  attaches  to  bed- 
ding, clothing,  towels  and  other  articles  which  have  been  soiled 
with  them,  and  renders  them  as  likely  to  spread  the  disease  in  dis- 
tant places  to  which  they  are  sent,  as  in  like  circumstances  the 
patient  himself  would  be. 

When  these  possible  modes  of  infection  are  appreciated,  it  will 
be  readily  understood  that  a  single  case  of  cholera,  perhaps  of  the 
mildest  sort,  ma}T,  if  local  circumstances  are  favorable,  exert  a 
terribly  infective  power  on  considerable  masses  of  population. 

The  principal  dangers  to  be  avoided  as  favoring  the  spread  of 
cholera  may  be  enumerated  as  :  — 

First  and  mainly.  Infection  of  water-supplies  by  house-sewage, 
as  where  overflow,  leakage  or  filtration  takes  place  from  sewers, 
drains,  privy-vaults,  cesspools,  or  surface  drainage  into  rivers, 
brooks,  streams,  springs,  ponds,  wells,  cisterns  or  reservoirs  from 
which  drinking-water  is  taken,  or  into  the  soil  in  which  such  water 
supplies  are  situated. 

Second.  The  danger  of  breathing  foul  air  which  is  contami- 
nated  with  effluvia  from  the  same  sources. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  immediate  and  thorough  exam- 
ination of  the  public  water  supplies  should  be  made  by  local  boards 
of  health,  especially  when  such  supplies  are  liable  to  the  least  sus- 
picion of  contamination.  If  pollution  is  discovered,  immediate 
measures  should  be  taken  for  preventing  its  continuance.  The  ex- 
istence of  at  least  eighty  public  water  supplies  in  Massachusetts,  fur- 
nishing water  to  1,200,000  inhabitants,  is  sufficient  reason  for  the 
exercise  of  the  greatest  care  in  this  direction. 

The  surroundings  of  private  wells  should  also  be  examined,  with 
reference  to  possible  sources  of  infection.  Careful  attention  should 
also  be  given  to  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  offal,  and  garbage, 
and  also  to  the  accumulation  of  filth  in  neglected  places.  Thor- 
ough inspection  of  house  plumbing  and  drainage  is  recommended, 
with  special  attention  to  leaks,  imperfect  traps,  and  all  other  de- 
fects by  which  offensive  smells  may  gain  access  to  interior  apart- 
ments. Cellars,  out-houses,  stables,  and  hog-styes  should  be  thor- 
oughly and  frequently  cleansed,  and  the  liberal  application  of 
whitewash  is  recommended  in  the  same  places. 
•  Since  it  is  established  that  the  development  of  cholera  infection 
is  favored  by  the  presence  of  moisture,  it  is  desirable  that  \v<  t 
places,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  dwellings,  should  be 
remedied  by  drainage  or  other  available  measures,  and  especially 
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should  cellars  with  damp  floors  and  walls  be  made  dry  by  drainage 
and  thorough  ventilation. 

Localjboards  of  health  are  urged  to  make  thorough  inspection  of 
the  water-supply  and  drainage  of  all  public  institutions,  school- 
houses,  railroad  depots,  picnic  and  camp  grounds,  travelling  shows 
and  all  places  where  large  collections  of  people  are  accustomed  to 
assemble. 

The  organization  of  local  boards  of  health  in  every  town  and  city 
is  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance.  The  most  efficient  and  sat- 
i  jfactory  boards  have  invariably  been  those  who  were  elected  solely 
for  sanitary  purposes  and  were  independent  in  their  action.  To 
such  boards  the  Public  Statutes  give  absolute  authority  for  the  con- 
trol of  local  sanitary  conditions. 

It  is  important  that  local  boards  should  act  without  delay,  and 
use  every  endeavor  to  place  their  cities  and  towns  in  as  thorough  a 
sanitary  condition  as  possible. 

The  amendment  to  the  Public  Statutes,  enacted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  1884,  relative  to  diseases  dangerous  to  public  health,  is  as 
follows  :  — 

[Chapter  98.  Acts  of  1884.] 
Section  1.  When  a  householder  knows  that  a  person  within  his 
ffamily  is  sick  of  small-pox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  or  any  other  disease 
dangerous  to  the  public  health,  he  shall  immediately  give  notice  thereof 
to  the  selectmen  or  board  of  health  of  the  town  in  which  he  dwells,  and 
upon  the  death,  recovery  or  removal  of  such  person,  the  rooms  occupied 
and  the  articles  used  by  him  shall  be  disinfected  by  such  householder  in 
a  manner  approved  by  the  board  of  health.  Any  person  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  comply  with  either  of  the  above  provisions  shall  forfeit  a 
sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sect.  2,  When  a  physician  knows  that  a  person  whom  he  is  called 
to  visit  is  infected  with  small-pox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  or  any  other 
disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  he  shall  immediately  give  notice 
thereof  to  the  selectmen  or  board  of  health  of  the  town ;  and  if  he 
retuses  or  neglects  to  give  such  notice,  he  shall  forfeit  for  each  offence 
not  less  than  lifty  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars. 

Sect.  3.  The  boards  of  health  in  the  several  cities  and  towns  shall 
cause  a  record  to  be  kept  of  all  reports  received  in  pursuance  of  the 
preceding  sections,  and  such  record  shall  contain  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons who  are  sick,  the  localities  in  which  they  live,  the  diseases  with 
which  they  are  affected,  together  with  the  date  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  reporting  any  such  cases.  The  boards  of  health  shall  give  the 
school  committee  immediate  information  of  all  cases  of  contagious 
diseases  reported  to  them  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
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Sect.  4.  The  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  furnish  the 
boards  of  health  with  blank  books  for  the  record  of  cases  of  contagious 
diseases  as  above  provided. 

Sect.  5.  Sections  seventy-eight  and  seventy-nine  of  chapter  eighty 
of  the  Public  Statutes  are  hereby  repealed. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  17,  1884. 
Passed  to  be  enacted. 


"  Measures  of  cleanliness,  taken  beforehand,  are  of  far  more 
importance  for  the  protection  of  a  district  against  cholera  than  re- 
moval or  disinfection  of  filth  after  the  disease  has  actually  made  its 
appearance. 

"It  is  important  for  the  public  very  distinctly  to  remember  that 
pains  taken  and  costs  incurred  for  the  purposes  to  which  this  cir- 
cular refers  cannot  in  any  event  be  regarded  as  wasted.  The  local 
conditions  which  would  enable  cholera,  if  imported,  to  spread  its 
infection,  are  conditions  which  day  by  day,  in  the  absence  of 
cholera,  create  and  spread  other  diseases,  —  diseases  which,  as 
being  never  absent  from  the  country,  arc,  in  the  long  run,  far  more 
destructive  than  cholera ;  and  the  sanitary  improvements  which 
would  justify  a  sense  of  security  against  any  apprehended  impor- 
tation of  cholera  would  to  their  extent,  though  cholera  should  never 
reappear  in  this  countiy,  give  amply  remunerative  results  in  the 
prevention  of  those  other  diseases." —  [Circular  of  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  of  England,  JuljT,  1883.] 

Individual  Precaution. 

The  following  precautions  are  recommended  to  private  individu- 
als, and  especially  to  householders  : 

1.  Domestic  Water  Supply.  The  supply  of  water  for  house- 
hold purposes  should  be  pure,  and  especially  free  from  contamina- 
tion by  house  drainage.  Wells  located  in  close  proximity  to  privies 
and  cesspools  are  alwa}'S  open  to  suspicion  of  contamination.  If 
a  public  water  supply  of  known  purity  is  at  hand,  it  would  be 
better  to  make  immediate  connection  with  it  than  to  trust  to  a 
private  well,  the  question  of  safety  being  very  largely  in  favor  of 
the  former. 

2.  Food  Supply,  Particular  care  should  be  taken  in  the  use  of 
food,  especially  as  to  the  fresh  and  ripe  condition  of  fruits  and 
vegetables.  Excesses  in  eating  and  drinking  should  be  avoided, 
particularly   in   conditions   of  fatigue.     The   milk  supply   should 
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receive  special  attention.  To  say  nothing  of  the  common  practice 
of  diln  tion  with  water,  the  milk  cans  are  too  often  rinsed  with 
water  drawn  from  a  well  situated  in  some  filthy  stable-yard  or 
cellar.  It  is  also  desirable  that  the  domestic  ice  supply  should  be 
free  from  contamination. 

3.  Eveiy  householder  should  carefully  attend  to  the  condition  of 
the  water-closets,  privies,  cesspools,  drains,  cellars,  stables,  yards, 
outbuildings  and  sheds  upon  his  premises,  and  cause  them  to  be 
kept  in  a  cleanly  condition,  and  also  use  in  connection  with  them 
such  disinfectants  as  are  hereafter  advised,  whenever  they  may  be 
necessary. 

Disinfection. 

The  following  disinfectants  are  recommended  : 

For  clothing,  toivels,  bedding  and  other  textile  fabrics.  A  solu- 
tion of  bichloride  of  mercury,  1  part  to  1,000;  carbolic  acid,  1 
part  to  30  of  water.  Subjecting  to  a  temperature  of  at  least  212° 
F.  (100°  C.)  for  an  hour,  either  by  boiling  or  baking,  is  recom- 
mended as  quite  efficient  when  practicable.  It  would  be  better 
still  to  burn  all  soiled  clothing. 

For  water-closets,  urinals,  sinlcs  and  cesspools.  Solution  of 
bichloride  of  mercury  [corrosive  sublimate],  1  part  to  1,000  of 
water  ;  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  1  part  to  30  or  10  of  water ; 
solution  of  chloride  of  zinc,  1  part  of  liquor  zinci  chloricli,  TJ.  S.  P., 
to  200  of  water. 

For  the  disinfection  of  excreta.  The  choleraic  discharges  should 
receive  special  attention.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  such 
discharges  be  received  in  metallic  or  earthen  vessels  and  treated 
with  the  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  1  to  1,000,  or  by  the 
chloride  of  zinc  solution. 

Undoubtedly  the  better  mode  of  treating  the  discharges  is  by 
complete  destruction  by  fire.  For  this  purpose,  when  practicable, 
the  erection  of  small  furnaces,  stoves  or  crematories  is  desirable 
wherever  cholera  hospitals  are  established.  In  consequence  of  the 
fluidity  of  the  excreta  it  would  be  preferable  to  receive  them  into 
sawdust,  or  other  light  combustible  material  previous  to  burning. 

Bodies  of  persons  deceased  from  cholera.  The  bodies  of  cholera 
victims  should  be  wrapped  in  cloths  saturated  in  a  solution  of 
bichloride  of  mercury  previous  to  burial. 

Disinfection  of  houses.  For  this  purpose,  sulphur  is  recom- 
mended, as  advised  in  previous  circulars  of  the  board.     Effective 
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disinfection,  b}^  burning  sulphur,  requires  eighteen  ounces  to  each 
space  of  one  thousand  cubic  feet.  The  sulphur  should  be  broken 
in  small  pieces,  burned  over  a  vessel  of  water  or  sand,  so  as  to 
avoid  danger  from  fire,  and,  if  the  room  is  large,  it  should  be  put 
in  separate  vessels  in  different  places.  The  room  should  be  tightly 
closed  for  six  hours,  and  then  aired  ;  it  is  better  that  the  room 
should  be  warm  than  cold.  Of  course,  efficiently  disinfected  ait'  is, 
during  the  process  of  disinfection,  irrespirable.  Most  articles  may 
be  disinfected  in  this  way,  if  hung  up  loosely  in  the  fumigated 
chamber,  although  it  would  be  an  additional  safeguard  to  expose 
anything  thick,  like  a  bed  mattress,  to  prolonged  heat  at  a  tempe- 
rature of  240°  F.  ;  and,  indeed,  heat  must,  with  our  present  knowl- 
edge, be  considered  the  best  disinfectant.  With  this  end  in  view, 
local  boards  of  health  are  advised  to  procure  furnaces  and  laun- 
dries, as  iSf  commonly  done  in  other  countries,  to  be  used  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  disinfecting  articles  which  have  been  exposed  in  the 
infectious  diseases,  as  recommended  in  the  Ninth  Annual  Report 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health  (pp.  255  etseq.).  Of  course,  a  much 
simpler  disinfecting  furnace  than  that  described  will  answer  every 
purpose.  For  ordinary  use,  in  disinfecting  houses,  the  sulphur 
process  is  best. 

It  is  especially  desirable  that  local  boards  of  health  should  lend 
their  aid  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  relative  to 
the  reporting  of  cases  of  cholera  in  their  respective  cities  and 
towns,  should  such  occur. 

The  State  Board  would  also  request  that  in  case  of  any  outbreak 
of  the  disease,  the  fact  may  be  reported  to  them  without  delay. 

Health  Department, 

State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity, 

Boston,  July,  1884. 


Small-pox.  Iii  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Board,  com- 
ment was  made  upon  the  unusual  immunity  of  the  State 
from  small-pox,  during  the  previous  year.  Twenty-eight 
cases  were  reported,  with  seven  deaths  for  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1883.  During  the  calendar  year  1883  to  Decem- 
ber 20  (the  date  of  that  report),  there  were  but  four  deaths, 
to  which  should  be  added  one  more,  which  occurred  in  the 
last  week  of  the  year,  making  five  in  all,  or  a  smaller  number 
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than  had  been  reported  for  any  year  since  the  publication  of 
Registration  Reports  was  begun  (1842)  with  the  exception 
of  1878. 

For  the  past  year  the  immunity  from  small-pox  has  been 
still  more  marked,  the  total  number  of  cases  reported  to  the 
Board  in  compliance  with  the  Acts  of  1883,  chap.  138,  for  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  1884,  being  nine,  and  the  deaths  two. 

These  cases  occurred  as  follows  :  — - 


November,  1883. 

Boston, 

1. 

December,     " 

Pepperell,     . 

•        2; 

one  fatal 

January,      1884. 

Holyoke, 

1. 

February,       " 

(i 

.        3; 

one  fatal, 

April, 

Boston, 

May, 

t; 

.        1. 

For  the  calendar  year  (1884)  to  the  present  date  (Decem- 
ber 20)  but  six  cases  have  been  reported,  with  one  death. 

Reference  has  frequently  been  made  in  former  reports  of 
the  Board  to  the  introduction  of  small-pox  into  the  State  by 
means  of  immigrants,  and  especially  through  the  medium  of 
persons  coming  across  the  Canadian  border.  During  the 
past  year  small-pox  has  been  reported  as  existing  in  London 
and  other  foreign  ports ;  and  at  this  date  (December,  1884) 
a  considerable  outbreak  in  Canada  has  been  traced  to  the 
arrival  of  an  infected  immigrant. 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  irregular  epidemic  appear- 
ance of  this  disease,  with  intervals  of  comparative  immunity, 
the  value  of  protective  measures  is  also  established,  and 
should  be  carefully  and  thoroughly  carried  out  in  every  city 
and  town  in  the  State. 

Weekly  Mortality  Reports. 

The  mortality  reports  furnished  to  the  Board* by  the  cities 
and  towns  of  the  State  have  been  published  by  the  Board 
throughout  the  past  year.  They  comprise  the  reports  of  all 
the  cities  and  most  of  the  large  towns,  including  about 
three-fourths  of  the  population  of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  response  to  a  request  made  by  the  Board  in  November, 
1883,  the  number  of  places  then  reporting  was  considerably 
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increased.  It  is  desirable  that  the  reports  may  be  contin- 
ued with  as  much  uniformity  as  possible,  and  that  none  of 
the  towns  now  reporting  should  discontinue  their  returns. 

As  it  is  evident  that  the  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  such 
reports  must  depend  ultimately  upon  the  promptness  and 
accuracy  of  individual  certificates  of  death,  it  is  especially 
desirable  that  the  registrars  and  clerks  of  cities  and  towns 
should  see  that  the  requirements  of  the  statutes  with  refer- 
ence to  registration  arc  complied  with,  especially  as  to  the 
prompt  return  of  death  certificates. 

School  Hygiene. 

Occasional  examinations  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  together 
with  complaints  received  from  local  authorities,  have  shown 
the  necessity  of  much  greater  care  in  regard  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  school  buildings.  While  much  has  been  accom- 
plished toward  the  amelioration  of  defects  in  some  places, 
notably  in  Lynn,  Newton  and  other  cities,  it  is  still  quite 
evident  that  school  committees  are  grossly  negligent  with 
reference  to  the  health  of  the  scholars  who  are  entrusted  to 
their  care  and  supervision. 

Radical  defects,  either  in  the  location  of  houses,  their  ven- 
tilation, heating,  lighting,  drainage  or  water  supply,  arc  of 
frequent  occurrence.  It  is  especially  important  that  the 
statutes  relative  to  the  prevention  of  contagious  diseases 
should  be  enforced,  and  every  pupil  in  the  public  schools 
surrounded  by  the  best  possible  safeguards  against  expos- 
ure to  such  diseases. 

The  legislature  of  1884  enacted  the  following  law,  by 
means  of  which  additional  power  is  given  to  school  commit- 
tees with  reference  to  the  protection  of  scholars  in  the  public 
schools. 

[Ckai>.  G4,  Acts  of  1884.] 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Contagious  Diseases 

THROUGH   THE   I'UllLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

The  school  committees  shall  not  allow  any  pupil  to  attend  the 
public  schools  while  any  member  of  the  household  to  which   such 
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pupil  belongs  is  sick  of  small-pox,  diphtheria,  or  scarlet  fever,  or 
during  a  period  of  two  weeks  after  the  death,  recovery,  or  removal 
of  such  person.     [Approved  March  7,  1884. 

There  has  been  a  marked  improvement  with  reference  to 
the  enforcement  of  existing  statutes  in  cities  and  towns 
within  the  past  few  years,  and  willing  compliance  is  given  to 
the  requirements  of  laws  which  would  once  have  been 
deemed  obnoxious.  As  an  illustration,  the  custom  of  post- 
ing placards  upon  houses  where  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria 
prevails  was  at  first  opposed  by  the  occupants  of  houses. 
An  explanation  of  the  object  and  necessity  of  the  placard 
has  usually  resulted  in  compliance  with  the  regulation. 

As  an  instance  of  direct  opposition  to  the  sanitary  welfare 
of  the  people  in  this  matter  the  following  example  may  be 
cited. 

In  a  small  town  in  Middlesex  County,  a  child  was  taken  ill 
with  scarlet  fever.  A  physician  was  summoned  from  an 
adjoining  town  to  attend  the  child.  In  compliance  with 
chap.  80,  sect.  79,  he  gave  notice  of  the  existence  of  the 
case  to  the  Board  of  Health,  who,  in  this  instance,  were  the 
Board  of  Selectmen.  As  a  reward  for  the  faithful  compli- 
ance with  the  law  which  this  physician  had  manifested,  the 
following  criticism  was  published  in  the  annual  report  of  the 
School  Committee  of  that  town. 

"  The  West  School  was  closed  two  weeks  during  the  win- 
ter term,  through  the  wild  l'udirrnent  of  an  out-of-town  doc- 
tor.  We  do  not  care  to  speak  his  name,  trusting  in  the 
future  he  will  be  more  careful  to  know  his  business  before 
assuming  authority." 

Public  funerals  of  persons  who  have  died  of  contagious 
diseases  still  continue  to  be  held  in  some  cities  and  towns, 
and  whatever  may  be  shown  as  to  the  comparative  infectious 
power  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  there  can  be  no  question 
as  to  the  propriety  of  forbidding  the  assemblage  of  people 
at  infected  houses,  or  the  transportation  of  bodies  of  persons 
who  have  died  of  contagious  diseases  in  carriages  used  for 
public  conveyance,  especially  when  placed  without  prepara- 
tion in  ordinary  coffins  exposed  and  open  to  public  view. 
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In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  entire  question  of  the 
hygienic  condition  of  schools  and  school-houses  to  the  250,- 
000  children  who  daily  spend  several  hours  within  them,  the 
Board,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  health  officer,  has  de- 
cided to  employ  Dr.  D.  F.  Lincoln  to  make  special  exami- 
nation of  such  schools  and  buildings  with  reference  to  their 
sanitary  condition. 

Food  and  Djrugs. 

The  Act  of  1882,  relating  to  the  Adulteration  of  Food  and 
Drugs,  became  effective  August  26,  1882,  immediately  after 
which  date  the  Board  took  measures  for  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  Analysts  were  appointed,  a  suitable 
division  of  the  work  was  laid  out,  and  regulations  were 
adopted  for  the  guidance  of  the  analysts  and  other  officers 
who  might  be  appointed  under  the  act.  For  the  remainder 
of  that  year  the  work  was  mainly  that  of  investigation,  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  markets  as  to 
the  quality  of  food  and  drug  supplies  as  sold  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  legislation  of  1883  provided  for  increased  work,  and 
specified  that  two-fifths  of  the  appropriation  of  that  year 
should  be  expended  in  enforcing  the  laws  against  the  adul- 
teration of  milk.  Acting  under  this  provision,  the  Board 
appointed  two  additional  analysts,  whose  duties  were  speci- 
fied as  the  examination  of  milk  and  milk  products  only. 
Complaints  were  entered  in  the  courts  and  prosecutions  con- 
ducted as  provided  for  in  the  Act  of  1883. 

The  legislation  of  1884,  which  followed  soon  after  the 
appointment  of  the  additional  analysts,  provided  a  still  larger 
appropriation,  and  enabled  the  Board  to  separate  entirely  the 
work  of  collection  of  samples  from  that  of  examination  and 
analysis  of  the  same. 

Two  inspectors  were  appointed  in  July,  1884,  since  which 
time  the  work  accomplished  has  been  largely  increased. 
Collection  of  articles  of  food  and  also  of  drugs  has  been 
made  in  nearly  every  county  in  the  State  (the  two  island 
counties    only  excepted).     Every    city   and    many   of    the 
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large  towns  have  been  visited  by  the  inspectors.  By  this 
plan  the  analysts  have  been  relieved  of  the  responsibility 
as  to  the  mode  of  procuring  samples,  and  also  of  any 
knowledge  as  to  their  source  ;  the  inspectors  obtaining  the 
samples  and  transmitting  them  to  the  chemists  w  th  a 
number  attached  and  without  further  information.  In  the 
case  of  milk,  samples  have  been  procured  from  retailers, 
such  as  grocers,  provision  dealers,  bakers,  milk  peddlers, 
and  also  from  contractors,  at  their  places  of  business,  and 
at  the  cars  where  milk  is  delivered.  In  addition,  a  con- 
siderable number  ol  samples  have  been  taken  at  the  farms, 
in  such  cases  as  have  been  referred  to  the  Health  Officer,  on 
evidence  of  adulteration. 

The  principle  stated  in  the  last  Supplementary  Report  of 
the  Board,  as  to  the  liability  to  adulteration  from  an 
increased  number  of  middlemen,  is  sustained  by  the  examin- 
ations of  the  analysts,  although  some  of  the  worst  instances 
of  fraud  have  been  traced  to  the  starting-point  —  the  dairy. 

The  same  modes  of  collection  cannot  be  adopted  for  all 
classes  of  food  and  drugs.  It  would  be  manifestly  imprac- 
ticable to  obtain  samples  of  all  goods  sold  by  wholesale  deal- 
ers, to  be  submitted  to  analysis.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining 
samples  in  small  quantities  for  analysis  must  nccessaiily  in- 
terfere with  such  a  plan.  The  Board,  in  its  prosecution  of 
offenders,  is  compelled  to  depend  upon  the  evidence  either 
of  retailers  or  of  consumers,  from  whom  the  samples  have 
mainly  been  collected.  The  plan  of  issuing  warning  notices, 
already  alluded  to  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  has  been  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year  with  excellent  results.  Such 
notices,  when  issued  to  the  retail  dealer,  rarely  fail  to  reach 
the  manufacturer,  the  wholesale  dealer  or  producer,  in  due 
time,  when  the  blame  does  not  rest  with  the  retailer  himself. 

Per  cent. 

During  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1884,  the  whole  number 

of  samples  of  food  examined  was 1,962 

Of  this  number  there  were  found  pure  or  conforming  to 

the  requirement  of  the  statutes, 779         39.6 

Number  adulterated  or  not  conforming  to  requirement  of 

statutes, 1,183        60.3 


Per  cent. 

1,123 

- 

317 

30.9 

77(3 

G9.1 

C82 

- 

431 

G3.2 

251 

36.8 

2,6H 

- 

1,210 

45.7 
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Samples  of  milk  included  above, 

which  conformed  to  the  standard,  . 
were  below  the  standard,     . 

drugs  examined, 

of  good  quality, 

adulterated,  as  defined  by  the  statutes 
of  1882  and  1884,        .... 
Total  number  of  examinations  of  food  and  drugs,     . 

Number  found  of  good  quality, 

of  poor  quality,  or  not  conforming  to  the 

statutes,  .         .        .         .      •  .        .        .     1,434        54.2 

The  special  work  of  the  analysts  for  the  year  1883  has 
been  detailed  in  the  Supplementary  Report  of  that  year. 
The  Appointment  of  an  efficient  local  inspector  of  milk  in 
Boston,  during  the  past  year,  has  relieved  the  State  Board  of 
some  of  its  work  in  that  city,  and  enabled  it  to  attend 
more  efficiently  to  other  portions  of  the  State.  The  earlier 
inspections  of  the  Board  had  shown  that  the  processes  of 
adulteration  of  milk  had  been  conducted  more  systematically, 
and  to  a  greater  extent,  in  Lynn  than  in  any  other  city, 
Boston  not  excepted. 

In  proof  of  the  statement  that  adulteration  of  milk  has 
been  quite  common  in  the  cities  and  large  towns,  notices 
have  been  sent  to  persons  selling  milk  in  the  following 
places,  warning  them  that  the  milk  obtained  from  them  was 
not  up  to  the  required  standard.  In  the  western  counties  of 
the  State  the  notices  required  wrere  quite  few  in  number. 
More  than  300  notices  in  all  have  been  issued  since  Oct.  1, 
1883,  to  milk  dealers  in  Boston,  Lowell,  Cambridge,  Fall 
River,  Lynn,  New  Bedford,  Lawrence,  "Worcester,  Somer- 
ville,  Salem,  Gloucester,  Springfield,  Pittsficld,  Holyoke, 
Plymouth,  Quincy,  Woburn,  Attleborongh,  Waltham,  Ded- 
ham,  Brockton,  Chelsea,  Everett,  Hyde  Park,  Brookline, 
Ipswich,  Marshfield,  Lynnfield,  Norwood,  Belmont,  Lexing- 
ton, Medwny,  Raynham,  Acushnet,  Mattapoisclt,  Shrews- 
bury, and  Rcadville. 

In  addition  to  those,  2G2  similar  notices  have  been  issued 
to  parties  retailing  articles  of  food  and  drugs  in  the  following 
cities  and  towns  : 
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Boston,  Worcester,  Fall  River,  Cambridge,  Lowell,  Lynn, 
Lawrence,  Salem,  Chelsea,  Haverhill,  Somerville,  Newton, 
New  Bedford,  Springfield,  Pittsfield,  Woburn,  Natick,  Mil- 
ford,  AYatertown,  Methuen,  Brookline,  and  Provincetown. 

Since  Oct.  1,  1883,  the  following  prosecutions  have  also 
been  conducted : 

cases. 


or  sale 

of  adulterated  drugs,  in  Boston  and  East  Boston, 

.      7 

(C 

(C 

vinegar,  in  Somerville, 

. 

.       1 

" 

cc 

oleomargarine,  in  Boston, 

.       1 

(i 

" 

milk, 

in  Boston,  . 

.       9 

It 

(( 

" 

in  Lynn, 

.     17 

cc 

cc 

" 

in  Cambridge,    . 

. 

.      8 

(t 

cc 

cc 

in  Worcester, 

.      2 

ct 

cc 

(I 

in  Fall  River,     . 

. 

3 

IC 

It 

" 

in  Bolton,  .         .    , 

,       1 

(C 

cc 

cc 

in  Harvard, 

. 

.       3 

(C 

cc 

" 

in  Norwood, 

, 

.       1 

(t 

cc 

cc 

in  Chelsea, . 

, 

.       1 

Other  cases  are  also  pending  at  date  of  this  report  in 
Cambridge,  Lowell,  Medway  and  Fall  River.  Nine  of  the 
prosecutions  enumerated  above  are  included  in  the  last 
report  of  the  Board  (Fifth  Annual  Report,  page  lxxxii), 
complaints  having  been  entered  in  these  cases  subsequently 
to  Oct.  1,  1883. 

The  work  of  the  Board  is  still  progressing  in  all  the  cities 
of  the  State,  and  shows,  as  a  result  of  the  notices  sent  out, 
and  also  of  the  prosecutions  conducted,  a  very  marked 
improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  articles  obtained. 

Previous  to  July  24,  1884,  every  sample  of  milk  obtained 
for  analysis  was  submitted  to  a  chemical  examination.  This 
mode  of  operation  necessitated  a  longer  time  than  was 
actually  necessary,  and  also  limited  the  work  to  the  analysis 
of  a  small  number  of  samples. 

By  the  introduction  of  certain  instruments  which  enable 
the  analyst  to  make  rapid  examinations,  he  can  determine 
what  samples  conform,  without  any  probable  doubt,  to  the 
required  standard ;  and  these  are  therefore  reported  to  the 
health  officer  without  further  examination.  The  remainder 
are  subjected  to  careful  chemical  analysis. 
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A  just  comparison  cannot  be  drawn  from  the  results  of 
the  entire  work  as  tabulated  in  last  year's  report,  and  in  the 
present  report,  since  the  articles  selected  have  not  been  the 
same  in  both  years,  nor  have  the  same  places  been  canvassed. 
This  much  may  be  said,  that,  in  the  case  of  special  articles 
liable  to  adulteration,  there  has  been  a  very  marked  improve- 
ment, wherever  the  work  of  the  Board  has  been  conducted. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  work  now  being  conducted  by 
the  Board,  it  is  desired  that  the  statute  relative  to  a  first 
offence  for  sale  of  adulterated  milk  shall  be  so  modified  or 
amended  as  to  bring  the  offence  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  lower  courts,  the  statutes  now  providing  that  such 
courts  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  cases  in  which  the 
penalty  exceeds  $100.  The  operations  of  the  Board  having 
been  changed  in  several  important  particulars  by  the  statutes 
of  1884,  and  other  changes  having  been  found  necessary  by 
the  experience  of  the  analysts  and  inspectors,  the  regulations 
for  the  guidance  of  the  latter  have  been  revised,  and  are 
herewith  published. 


Rules  and  Regulations  oe  the  State  Board 
oe  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity,  relative 
to  the  Inspection  and  Analysis  oe  Food 
and  Drugs. 

1.  The  State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity  shall 
appoint  analysts  and  inspectors,  as  provided  in  section  5  of  chap- 
ter 263,  Acts  of  1882. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to  procure  samples  of 
drugs  and  articles  of  food  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  Health 
Officer  shall  direct,  in  the  manner  provided  in  section  6  of  chapter 
263  of  the  Acts  of  1882,  and  in  section  3  of  chapter  289  of  the 
Acts  of  1884,  and  in  all  acts  amendatory  of  said  provisions. 

3.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Officer,  one  of  the  inspect- 
ors shall,  for  the  identification  of  samples,  affix  a  number  to  each 
sample  of  food  or  drugs  obtained  by  him,  beginning  with  num- 
ber one,  and  taking  every  alternate  or  odd  number  thereafter,  with- 
out limit ;  and  the  other  inspector  shall  use  and  affix  each  alternate 
or  even  number,  beginning  with  number  two,  and  following  such 
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form  of  numbering,  without  limit,  also,  as  far  as  ho  may  be  directed. 
Under  no  circumstances  shall  an  inspector  convey  any  information 
to  an  analyst  as  to  the  source  from  which  any  sample  was 
obtained. 

4.  The  inspectors  shall  keep  records  of  each  sample,  each  record 
to  include  the  following  items  :  — 

(a)  The  inspector's  number. 

(b)  The  date  of  purchase  or  receipt  of  sample. 

(c)  The  character  of  the  sample. 

(d)  The  name  of  the  vender. 

(e)  The  name  of  the  city  or  town  and  street  and  number  where  the 
sample  is  obtained,  and  in  the  case  of  a  licensed  milk  peddler,  the  num- 
ber of  his  license. 

(f )  As  far  as  possible,  the  names  of  manufacturers,  producers,  or 
wholesalers,  with  marks,  brands,  or  labels  stamped  or  printed  upon 
goods. 

5.  It  shall  be*  the  duty  of  the  analysts  so  appointed,  to  deter- 
mine, under  the  direction  of  the  Health  Officer,  by  proper  exami- 
nation and  anatysis,  whether  articles  of  food  and  drugs,  manufact- 
ured for  sale,  offered  for  sale,  or  sold  within  this  Commonwealth, 
are  adulterated  within  the  meaning  of  chapter  2G3  of  the  Acts  and 
Resolves  passed  by  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  in  1882, 
and  all  acts  amendatory  thereof,  adulteration  being  defined  as 
follows,  viz.  :  — 

In  the  case  of  drugs,  (1)  If  sold  under  or  by  a  name  recognized 
in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  it  differs  from  the  standard  of 
strength,  quality  or  purity  laid  down  therein,  unless  the  order 
calls  for  an  article  inferior  to  such  standard,  or  unless  such  differ- 
ence is  made  known  or  so  appears  to  the  purchaser  at  the  time  of 
such  sale.  (2)  If,  when  sold  under  or  by  a  name  not  recognized 
in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  but  which  is  found  in  some 
other  pharmacopoeia  or  standard  work  on  Materia  Medica,  it  differs 
materially  from  the  standard  of  strength,  quality  or  purity  laid 
down  in  such  work.  (3)  If  its  strength  or  purit}^  falls  below  the 
professed  standard  under  which  it  is  sold. 

In  the  case  of  food,  (1)  If  any  substance  or  substances  have 
been  mixed  with  it,  so  as  to  reduce  or  lower  or  injuriously  affect 
its  quality  or  strength.  (2)  If  any  inferior  or  cheaper  substance 
or  substances  have  been  substituted,  wholly  or  in  part,  for  it. 
(3)  If  any  valuable  constituent  has  been  wholly  or  in  part 
abstracted  from  it.     (4)  If  it  is  in  imitation  of  or  U  sold  under  the 
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name  of  another  article.  (5)  If  it  consists  wholly  or  in  part  of  a 
diseased,  decomposed,  putrid,  or  rotten  animal  or  vegetable  sub- 
stance, whether  manufactured  or  not,  or  in  the  case  of  milk,  if  it  is 
the  produce  of  a  diseased  animal.  (G)  If  it  is  colored,  coated, 
polished  or  powdered,  whereby  damage  is  concealed,  or  if  it  made 
to  appear  of  better  or  of  greater  value  than  it  really  is.  (7)  If  it 
contains  any  added  poisonous  ingredient,  or  any  ingredient 
which  may  render  it  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  person  con- 
suming it. 

6.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  analysts  to  receive  such  speci- 
mens of  food  and  drugs  for  analysis  as  may  be  delivered  to  them  by 
the  Health  Officer,  or  by  the  inspectors,  and  to  examine  the  same. 
To  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  all  suggestion  or  danger  of  specimens 
having  been  tampered  with,  each  analyst  shall  keep  each  specimen 
m  his  possession  in  a  suitable  and  secure  place,  labelled  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  prevent  an}'  person  from  having  access  to  the  same, 
without  the  knowledge  and  presence  of  the  analyst. 

Analyses  of  perishable  articles  should  be  made  promptly  after 
they  are  received. 

7.  An  analyst  shall  give  no  information,  under  any  circum- 
stances, regarding  the  result  of  any  analysis  to  any  person  except 
to  the  Health  Officer  of  the  Board,  prior  to  any  trial  in  court  in 
reference  to  such  analysis. 

The  analysts  shall  carefully  avoid  any  error  regarding  the 
inspector's  number  attached  to  each  sample,  and  shall  report  the 
results  of  their  work  in  detail  to  the  Health  Officer. 

In  the  case  of  all  articles  having  a  numerical  standard  provided 
by  statute,  the  result  of  the  analysis  should  show  their  relation  to 
such  standard. 

8.  Before  beginning  the  analysis  of  any  sample,  the  analyst 
shall  reserve  a  portion,  which  shall  be  sealed,  and  in  the  event  of 
finding  the  portion  analyzed  to  be  adulterated,  he  shall  preserve 
the  scaled  portion,  so  that  in  case  of  a  complaint  against  any  per- 
son the  last-named  portion  ma}7,  on  application,  be  delivered  by 
the  Health  Officer  to  the  defendant  or  to  his  attorney. 

9.  Each  analyst  shall  present  to  the  Health  Officer,  on  the 
Thursday  before  the  first  Saturday  of  each  month,  a  summary  of 
the  analyses  made  by  him  during  the  previous  month. 

Each  analyst  shall  also  present,  on  or  before  the  first  of  January 
of  each  year,  an  annual  report  of  the  work  done  for  the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  of  September  preceding. 
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10.  The  Health  Officer  shall  have  charge  of  the  reports  of  anal- 
yses, and  shall  cause  cases  founded  on  such  reports  to  be  submitted 
to  the  courts  for  prosecution. 

In  each  case  of  a  retailer,  and  of  every  dealer  not  a  manufact- 
urer or  producer,  he  ma}',  if  the  party  has  not  been  previously 
complained  of  in  court,  issue  a  notice  or  warning  of  any  violation 
of  the  law  relative  to  the  adulteration  of  food  and  drugs,  and  of 
the  offender's  liability  to  prosecution  on  a  repetition  of  the  sale. 

11.  Should  the  result  obtained  by  any  analyst  be  questioned  in 
am'  given  case,  another  analyst  shall  repeat  the  analysis,  unless 
otherwise  instructed  by  the  Board,  provided  a  sufficient  sum  to 
to  meet  the  expense  of  the  analysis  be  deposited  with  the  Health 
Officer  by  any  interested  party  feeling  aggrieved,  which  sum  will 
not  be  returned  unless  the  second  analysis  fails  to  confirm  the 
first  in  essential  particulars. 

12.  Any  appeal  from  the  decision  of  an  analyst  shall  be  filed 
with  the  Health  Officer,  who  shall  report  it,  and  any  matter  in  con- 
troversy, to  the  Board,  giving  his  judgment  thereon,  and  the 
Board  shall  supervise  and  control  the  action  of  its  officers  in  exe- 
cuting the  law. 

13.  Where  standards  of  strength,  quality  or  purity  are  not  fixed 
by  the  act.  the  analysts  shall  present  to  the  Health  Officer  such 
standard  as  in  their  judgment  should  be  fixed,  and  the  Health  Offi- 
cer shall  report  the  same  to  the  Board  for  its  action.  The  standards 
set  by  the  British  Society  of  Public  Analysts  will  be  followed  as 
nearly  as  practicable,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

14.  Whenever  a  drug  or  preparation,  not  described  in  a 
National  Pharmacopoeia  or  other  standard  work  on  Materia  Medica, 
shall  be  manufactured,  offered  for  sale,  or  used  in  this  State,  the 
standard  of  such  drug,  and  the  standard  and  proportion  of  the 
ingredients  of  such  preparation,  and  the  range  of  variability  from 
such  standard  or  standards  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  analysts, 
who  shall  report  the  same  through  the  Health  Officer  to  the  Board. 

15.  The  analysts  shall  occupy  such  time  in  the  performance  of 
their  respective  duties  as  a  reasonable  compliance  with  the  terms 
of  the  statute  shall  require,  and  shall  be  present  one  hour  of  each 
day,  at  such  time  of  the  day  and  at  such  place  as  shall  be  desig- 
nated by  the  Committee  on  Health  of  the  Board,  to  meet  the  con- 
venience of  interested  parties  and  the  public. 

1G.  The  compensation  of  the  analyst  of  articles  of  food  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  81,500  per  annum,  and  that  of  the  analyst  of 
drugs  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1,000. 


1885.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  —  No.  17.  lvii 

EXPENSES.  ARSENIC. 

That  of  the  analyst  of  milk  for  the  ten  eastern  counties  of  the  Com- 
monwealth shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $800  per  annum,  and  that  of  the 
analyst  of  the  four  western  counties  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $500 
per  annum. 

The  compensation  of  each  inspector  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1,000 
per  annum. 

Expenses   of  Inspection   of  Food  and  Drugs 
for  the  Official  Year  1883-84. 

Salary,  E.  S.  Wood, $1,500  CO 

"      B.F.Davenport 1,000(0 

"       C.  A  Goessmann, 500  00 

"       C.  Harrington, 800  00 

"       H  R.  Neal, 2G3  88 

"      J.  H.  Terry, 190  86 

Printing, 29  63 

Travelling  expenses,  prosecutions,  and  purchases  for  anal- 
ysis,       1,245  23 

Total, $5,529  60 

Arsenic. 

The  valuable  paper  of  Prof.  Edward  S.  Wood,  published 
iu  the  supplement  to  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board, 
entitled,  "  Arsenic  as  a  Domestic  Poison,"  shows  conclusively 
certain  definite  points  with  reference  to  the  employment  of 
arsenic  as  an  ingredient  of  various  colors. 

1.  The  extensive  employment  of  arsenic  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  articles  for  domestic  use. 

2.  In  what  form  it  is  used. 

3.  That  when  so  used,  it  not  unfrequently  gives  rise  to 
dangerous  and  even  fatal  poisoning. 

4.  An  examination  of  the  measures  employed  in  other 
countries  for  the  prevention  of  the  evil. 

The  facts  presented  in  this  paper,  together  with  those 
shown  in  the  previous  paper  by  Dr.  F.  \Y.  Draper,  pub- 
lished in  the  Third  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
suggest  the  propriety  of  legislation  for  the  prevention  or  the 
modification  of  the  use  of  this  dangerous  substance  in  the 
coloring  of  articles  in  daily  use  among  the  people. 
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Trichinosis. 

In  view  of  occasional  instances  of  illness  from  this  source, 
the  investigations  of  the  Board  have  been  continued  through- 
out the  past  year,  and  are  at  present  in  progress  under  the 
direction  of  Prof.  E.  L.  Mark,  of  Cambridge,  with  special 
reference  to  the  effect  of  different  conditions  of  feeding  and 
keeping  upon  hogs,  as  to  the  presence  of  trichinosis. 

The  danger  from  trichinosis  in  the  United  States  is  com^ 
paratively  small,  and  is  measured  by  the  habits  of  the  peo- 
ple with  reference  to  the  eating  of  uncooked  meat ;  and  also 
by  the  limited  amount  of  infection.  Examinations  thus  far 
of  American  hogs  at  home  and  abroad,  do  not  show  more 
than  2.1  per  cent,  of  infected  animals. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  repeat  the  oft-given  injunction  to 
eat  no  pork  which  is  not  thoroughly  cooked. 

Offensive  Trades. 

During  the  year  but  one  complaint  has  been  made  to  the 
Board  with  reference  to  such  trades  as  have  been  decided  to 
come  within  the  meaning  of  the  statutes. 

Other  complaints  have  been  made  with  reference  to  cer- 
tain occupations  which  have  become  noxious  to  people  living 
in  the  neighborhood,  in  consequence  of  certain  local  condi- 
tions, or  modes  of  conducting  such  occupations  or  trades. 

In  the  case  of  charcoal  burning  at  Zoar  in  Franklin  County, 
already  referred  to  in  the  Supplementary  Report  of  the  past 
year  (p.  xviii),  the  request  made  with  reference  to  modifi- 
cation of  their  process  of  burning  has  not  been  complied 
with,  and  the  nuisance  continues  unabated,  as  recent  inves- 
tigations have  shown. 

The  process  of  extracting  grease  from  leather  by  means  of 
naphtha  has  in  one  instance  proved  to  be  a  cause  of  com- 
plaint, but  on  the  removal  of  the  works  to  a  distance  from 
the  populous  part  of  the  town  the  complaints  have  ceased. 
The  keeping  of  swine  in  large  numbers,  has,  in  several 
instances,  been   referred   to   the   Board  as  a  nuisance.     In 
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several  places  hogs  are  kept  in  large   establishments  capable 
of  holding  from  500  to  1,000  hogs  or  more. 

The  sties  are  usually  constructed  of  cheap  lumber,  which, 
as  well  as  the  surrounding  soil,  soon  becomes  saturated  with 
filth,  causing  them  to  become  a  nuisance  to  the  neighbor- 
hood.    Piggeries  0f  this  sort  should  not  be  tolerated  in  the 

DO 

immediate  neighborhood  of  cities,  towns  or  villages. 

It  seems  desirable  that  the  statute  regulating  the  opera- 
tions of  offensive  trades  should  be  so  modified  as  to  enable 
the  Board  to  proceed  against  any  trade  or  occupation  not 
essentially  noxious,  but  which  by  reason  of  its  location  or  its 
modes  of  operation,  shall  have  become  noxious  or  offensive. 


Public  Institutions. 

Examinations  of  public  institutions  have  been  continued 
throughout  the  year  with  reference  to  their  sanitary  condi- 
tion, and  the  health  of  the  inmates.  The  ventilation  of 
buildings,  the  heating,  the  water  supply  and  drainage,  the 
food  supply,  the  condition  of  inmates  with  reference  to  con- 
tagious diseases,  have  all  received  attention. 

Special  examinations  have  been  made  of  the  conditions  of 
water  supplies,  and  also  analyses  of  the  milk  produced  for 
use  in  the  public  institutions,  and  of  that  supplied  to 
such  institutions  from  other  sources.  These  analyses  show 
a  considerable  difference  in  the  average  quality  of  the  milk 
supply  of  the  public  institutions  of  the  State,  which  may  be 
undoubtedly  remedied  by  the  sale  of  old  and  unprofitable 
animals  and   such   as   are  of  inferior  grades  ;  and  also  the 


introduction  of  better  conditions   as   to   feed  and   modes   of 
keeping. 

It  is  especially  desirable,  in  view  of  the  apprehension  of 
the  advent  of  cholera,  that  a  careful  supervision  of  the  water 
supplies  of  all  the  public  institutions  shall  be  maintained  ; 
that  the  wells  now  in  use  in  localities  open  to  suspicion  of 
pollution  from  neighboring  vaults,  drains  or  cesspools,  shall 
be  discontinued  ;  and  resort  made  to  water  supplies  of  known 
purity  as  far  as  possible. 
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OvERCEOWDINa  IN  ClTIES  AND  TOWNS. 
It  has  been  frequently  shown  by  special  investigations  of 
the  State  Board,*  and  also  by  similar  researches  elsewhere, 
that  overcrowding  in  the  large  cities  and  towns  of  the  State, 
is  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  to  demand  the  serious  and 
thoughtful  consideration  of  State  authorities.  The  mortality 
rate  of  cities  is  found  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  density 
of  the  population,  the  direct  causes  being  the  vitiation  of  air 
of  dwellings  by  overcrowding,  the  transmission  of  conta- 
gious diseases,  the  general  tendency  to  accumulation  of  filth, 
and  other  similar  causes. 

The  limitation  of  numbers  of  persons  inhabiting  tenement- 
houses,  the  size  of  rooms,  their  modes  of  lighting  and  venti- 
lation, the  question  of  underground  habitations  or  apart- 
ments, the  water  supply  and  drainage  of  such  houses,  are  all 
questions  worthy  of  legislation,  for  the  protection  of  the  work- 
ing people  and  all  who  dwell  in  houses  of  this  description. 

A  general  law  should  be  secured  which  should  provide  for 
the  regulations  of  such  dwellings,  with  more  definite  pro- 
visions than  any  that  now  exist  in  the  statutes. 

To  quote  the  recommendations  of  a  former  report  of  this 
Board :  — 

"  We  recommend  a  general  law  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
State,  similar  to  that  now  in  force  in  Boston,  but  with  such 
modifications  as  the  experience  of  this,  and  of  other  coun- 
tries may  suggest. 

"The  poor,  in  the  interest  of  the  public  health  alone,  if 
for  no  other  reason,  should  be  so  housed  that  they  are  not  of 
necessity  made  sick  by  their  tenements ;  and  in  that  direc- 
tion this  State  has  done  very  little.  England,  which  has  led 
in  such  matters,  has  imposed  on  cities  of  more  than  25,000 
the  duty,  whenever  public  health  requires  it,  of  vacating  not 
simply  single  dwellings,  but  aggregations  of  houses  ;  and  the 
Agricultural  Holdings  Act  confers  on  agricultural  districts 
the  same  blessing."  (4th  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity,  pp.  lxii,  lxiii.) 

*  Second  Annual  Report,  State  Board  of  Health,  p    181.    Fourth  Annual  Report,  State 
Board  of  Health,  p.  395. 
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Looal  Boards  of  Health. 

The  Statute  relative  to  the  election  of  Boards  of  Health  in 
cities  and  towns,  makes  it  optional  whether  such  a  board  is 
chosen  or  not ;  and  if  not  chosen,  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
must  constitute  the  Board  of  Health.  In  consequence  of 
this  provision,  less  than  half  of  the  towns  in  the  State  have 
chosen  such  boards  during  the  past  year. 

In  reply  to  a  circular  issued  by  the  Health  Department  in 
February,  1884,  it  was  found  that  147  cities  and  towns  had 
independent  Boards  of  Health,  and  148  towns  had  no  such 
boards,  while  51  smaller  towns  returned  no  replies. 

It  is  quite  important  that  at  least  one  member  of  each  of 
such  local  boards  should  be  a  physician,  for  reasons  already 
stated  in  former  reports  of  the  Board. 

"  Whenever  it  is  possible,  at  least  one  or  more  physicians 
should  be  members  of  the  board,  since,  by  virtue  of  his  call- 
ing, the  physician  is  more  conversant  with  matters  involving 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  the  causes  of  infectious  diseases, 
and  the  means  necessary  for  their  prevention  than  any  other 
citizen.  No  one  knows  better  than  he  the  habits  and  modes 
of  life  of  the  people,  the  existence  of  evil  surroundings,  and 
the  proper  application  of  remedies  for  cases  of  nuisance  or 
the  prevention  of  disease."     (Fifth  Annual  Report,  p.  Ixx.) 

'  'The  failure  of  towns  to  take  such  action,  and  the  con- 
stant disregard  of  statutory  requirements  by  existing  boards, 
not  primarily  constituted  with  reference  to  sanitary  execu- 
tive work,  is  a  source  of  constant  complaint,  and  appeals  to 
the  State  Board  for  the  protection  of  local  interests,  when 
local  officers  thus  constituted  exist,  are  matters  of  frequent 
occurrence."     (Supplement  to  Fifth  Annual  Report,  p.  xii.) 

During  the  coming  year,  with  the  apprehension  of  cholera 
in  mind,  it  is  specially  desirable  that  active,  efficient  local 
boards  may  be  chosen,  and  that  careful  and  thorough  inspec- 
tion of  cities  and  towns  shall  be  made,  with  special  refer- 
ence to  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal  of  un- 
sanitary conditions,  wherever  they  may  be  found  to  exist. 
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Conference  of  State  Boards  of  Health. 

The  Conference  of  State  Boards  of  Health  met  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  Dec.  10th,  1884,  at  10  a.  m.  (an  adjourned 
meeting  from  one  held  in  St.  Louis  in  October) ,  for  the 
purpose  of  hearing  reports  from  delegates  of  State  Boards 
of  Health  and  local  authorities,  and  also  of  taking  such 
measures  as  should  appear  to  be  necessary  for  the  preven- 
tion of  cholera  in  the  United  States. 

Drs.  Walcott  and  Abbott  were  present  as  delegates  from 
the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy,  and 
Charity. 

The  results  of  this  important  Conference  may  be  summed 
up  as  follows  :  — 

The  appointing  of  three  committees,  —  on  Federal  Legisla- 
tion, on  State  Action,  and  on  Municipal  Action. 

Hearing  the  reports  from  delegates  from  thirtj^-five  or 
more  States  and  cities  as  to  the  measures  taken  and  in  pro- 
gress for  resisting  the  approach  of  cholera. 

Also,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Disinfectants,  ap- 
pointed at  a  previous  meeting. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  the  subject  of  "  Maritime 
Sanitary  Regulations,"  a  resolution  was  adopted,  having  for 
its  object  a  conference  of  maritime  nations  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  better  medical  service  upon  transatlantic 
vessels,  and  the  adoption  of  rules  for  carrying  and  inspec- 
tion of  ships  and  passengers. 

Reports  of  Committees  on  State  and  Municipal  Action. 

The  Committee  on  State  Action  then  reported  that  the 
laws  of  the  States  are  so  diverse  that  it  was  difficult  to  form- 
ulate a  system  of  uniform  action.  Each  State  should  be 
fully  advised  of  the  conditions  prevailing  at  the  ports  of 
neighboring  States  through  which  disease  might  gain  admis- 
sion to  its  own  cities.  In  reference  to  inter-State  communi- 
cation it  is  essential  that  officers  of  State  and  Federal  Boards 
in  adjacent  States  should  promptly  notify  each  other  of  any 
case  of  cholera  occurring  in  its  own  domain. 
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It  is  also  essential  that  local  boards  shall  determine  in 
advance  how  the  first  cases  shall  be  cared  for,  so  as  not  to 
lose  valuable  time  and  allow  the  disease  to  gain  a  foothold. 
It  is  the  judgment  of  the  committee  that  the  time  has  come 
when  the  State  Health  Boards  should  be  recognized  in  some 
national  form  as  having  authority  to  indicate  what  sanitary 
measures  are  necessary,  and  secure  the  same  through  these 
departments  of  the  government  under  which  they  would 
naturally  fall. 

The  Committee  on  Municipal  Action  presented  a  report 
embracing  certain  defiuite  measures,  as  follows  :  — 

(1.)   The  abolition  of  pump  wells  in  cities. 

(2.)  The  abolition  of  privy  vaults  wherever  sewer  con- 
nections could  be  made. 

(3.)  The  filling  and  disinfection  of  stagnant  ponds  or 
pools. 

(4.)   The  supervision  of  sewers  and  plumbing. 

(5.)  Inspection  of  tenement-houses. 

(6.)  Inspection  of  food  supply,  especially  of  milk,  meat, 
and  vegetables. 

(7.)   Removal  of  garbage  and  kitchen  refuse. 

(8.)   Garbage  not  to  be  used  for  filling  vacant  lots. 

(9.)  The  attention  of  all  public  institutions  to  be  directed 
to  the  necessity  of  cleanliness. 

(10.)  The  necessity  of  taking  every  possible  measure  for 
the  prevention  of  cholera,  and  of  giving  immediate  notice  to 
health  authorities  in  case  of  local  outbreaks. 

(11.)  A  proposition  of  a  more  general  nature,  urging 
upon  municipalities  the  importance  of  prompt  measures  for 
the  amelioration  of  all  unsanitary  conditions. 

It  was  moved  that  the  legislatures  of  States  should  be  rec- 
ommended to  enact  bills  providing  for  contingent  funds  to  be 
used  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  cholera.  This  resolu- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  State  Action,  and 
afterward  incorporated  in  their  report  by  vote  of  the  Con- 
ference. 
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Report  of    Committee  on  Federal   Relations  and 
Legislation. 

The  report  of  this  committee  is  substantially  embodied  in 
the  following  — 

BILL* 

To  amend  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  introduction 

of  contagious  and   infectious   diseases  into  the  United  States, 

and  to  establish  a  National  Board  of  Health." 

Be  it  enacted  b}7  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  an 
Act  entitled,  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases  into  the  United  States  and  to  establish  a 
National  Board  of  Health,"  approved  March  3d,  1879,  be  so 
amended  as  to  provide  that  there  shall  be  established  a  National 
Board  of  Health,  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  State  Board 
of  Health  now  established,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  established 
in  the  United  States,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate,  whose  compensation  when  actuallv  engaged 
in  the  performance  of  duty  under  this  Act,  shall  be  ten  dollars  per 
diem  each,  and  reasonable  expenses.  This  board  shall  meet  in 
Washington  within  ninety  days  after  the  passage  of  this  Act,  and 
shall  meet  in  Washington  annually,  and  in  case  of  emergencj*  upon 
the  call  of  its  chairman  and  secretaiy,  or  upon  the  extraordinary 
call  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

The  officers  of  this  board  shall  be  a  chairman  and  secretary. 
The  secretary  shall  be  the  executive  officer  of  and  ex  officio  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board,  and  shall  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  duties 
of  the  office,  and  may  be  removed  for  cause,  at  an}'  regular  meet- 
ing of  the  board,  two-thirds  of  the  full  board  voting  therefor,  and 
shall  receive  such  salary  as  may  be  determined  by  the  board. 
The  chairman  with  six  other  members,  representing  the  various 
geographical  divisions  of  the  country,  shall  constitute  the  executive 
committee  of  the  board,  to  be  elected  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
board,  and  at  each  annual  meeting  thereafter,  and  said  committee 
shall,  and  is  herelrv  authorized  to  exercise  such  powers  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  conferred  upon  it  by  the  board. 

*  This  is  the  Bill  prepared  by  the  National  Conference  of  State  Boards  of  Health. 
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Sect.  2.  The  duties  of  this  board  shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby 
authorized  and  given  power  to  make  or  cause  to  be  made,  such 
investigations  at  any  place  within  the  United  States,  or  at  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  and  to  collect  information  upon  all  matters 
relating  to  the  public  health,  and  to  frame  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  may  be  necessary  for  the  government  of  the  quarantine 
service  of  the  United  States  ;  and  all  the  power  and  authority  now 
provided  by  law,  or  which  may  be  provided  by  law,  for  the  control 
and  protection  of  the  public  health  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  vested  in  said  board,  except  as  to  the  special 
authority  vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act.  The  rules  and  regulations  of  this  board 
shall  severally  be  executed,  under  the  direction  of  this  board,  by 
such  Departments  of  the  Government,  or  other  officers,  as  the  law 
ma}'  prescribe  or  the  President  may  designate. 

This  board  shall  cooperate  with,  and  so  far  as  it  lawfully  may, 
shall  aid  State  and  local  boards  of  health  in  the  inforcement 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  such  boards,  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  from  foreign  coun- 
tries into  the  United  States,  and  into  one  State  from  another. 

Sect.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  board  to  make  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  are  necessary  to  be  observed  by  vessels  at  ports  of  de- 
parture, where  such  vessels  sail  from  any  foreign  port  or  place  to  any 
port  or  place  in  the  United  States  to  secure  the  best  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  such  vessel,  her  cargo,  passengers  and  crew,  and  to  prepare 
from  time  to  time  for  the  consular  officers  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  medical  officers  serving  under  this  Act  at  any  foreign  port,  and 
otherwise  make  publicly  known  such  rules  and  regulations,  which, 
when  approved  by  the  President  and  issued  by  the  Department  of 
State,  and  posted  in  the  office  of  the  consul  or  other  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  at  such  foreign  ports  for  at  least  ten 
days,  shall  be  enforced  by  the  consular  officers  and  agents  of  the 
United  States. 

Sect.  4.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  vessel  from  any  foreign 
port  or  place  to  enter  any  port  in  the  United  States,  except  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  made  in  pursuance  of 
this  Act,  and  of  the  rules  and  regulations  made  under  State  or  munic- 
ipal authority,  and  any  such  vessel  which  shall  attempt  to  enter 
any  poit  of  the  United  States  in  violation  thereof,  shall  be  liable 
to  process  in  the  proper  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  conviction,  shall  forfeit  to  the  United  States   a  sum   to  be 
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awarded  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  not  exceeding  $1,000,  which 
shall  be  a  lien  upon  such  vessel  to  be  recovered  upon  proceeding  in 
the  proper  District  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  and  laws  governing  cases  of  seizure  of  vessels  for  viola- 
tion of  the  revenue  laws,  and  in  all  such  cases  the  Uuited  States 
attorne}*  for  such  district  shall  appear  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States ;  and  all  such  vessels  shall  obtain  from  the  consular  or 
authorized  medical  officer  at  the  port  of  departure,  a  certificate  in 
duplicate,  setting  forth  the  sanitary  histoiy  of  said  vessel,  and 
that  it  has  in  all  respects  complied  with  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  this  board,  made  in  pursuance  of  this  Act  for  the  government 
of  such  vessels,  and  before  granting  such  certificate,  such  consular 
or  medical  officer  is  required  to  be  satisfied  that  the  statements 
therein  made  are  true  ;  and  upon  the  request  of  this  board,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint 
proper  medical  officers,  to  serve  in  the  offices  of  the  consuls  at  any 
such  foreign  ports,  to  make  the  inspections  and  give  the  certificates 
herein  required. 

Sect.  5.  Such  vessels  shall  observe  all  rules  and  regulations 
made  by  this  board  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  in  regard  to  the  in- 
spection, disinfection  and  isolation  of  the  same,  upon  its  arrival 
at  any  port  in  the  United  States,  and  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
and  cargo  on  board,  so  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagious 
diseases  into  the  United  States,  and  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any 
vessel  to  enter  such  port,  to  land  its  passengers  or  discharge  its 
cargo  except  upon  a  certificate  from  the  health  officer  of  such  port, 
that  such  rules  and  regulations  have  in  all  respects  been  complied 
with. 

Sect.  6.  In  the  event  of  an}'  sudden  emergency,  threatening 
the  importation  of  contagious  or  infectious  disease  into  the  United 
States  from  an}^  foreign  country,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  in  his  discretion,  to  adopt  and 
make  known  forthwith  b}'  public  proclamation,  such  measures  as 
may  meet  the  emergenc}T,  either  by  suspending  the  introduction 
into  the  United  States  by  land  or  sea,  of  any  specified  merchandise 
calculated  to  be  a  vehicle  for  the  communication  of  contagion,  or 
by  prohibiting  the  entry  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States  of  ves- 
sels coming  from  infected  countries,  or  having  contagious  or  infec- 
tious disease  on  board.  And  in  case  the  President  shall  at  any 
time  exercise  the  authority  hereby  conferred  upon  him,  he  shall,  at 
or  before  the  time  of  issuing  such  proclamation  as  aforesaid,  con- 
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vene  the  National  Board  of  Health,  to  meet  at  Washington  in 
special  session  within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  snch  notice  of  con- 
vention, and  the  said  board  shall  thereupon  advise  such  measures 
as  it  ma}'  deem  sufficient  to  meet  the  emergency ;  and  upon  the 
taking  effect  of  such  measures,  with  the  approval  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  as  herein  provided,  the  President's  proc- 
lamation aforesaid  shall  cease  to  have  effect.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  this  board  at  all  times  to  give  prompt  attention  to  any 
question  in  sanitary  science  which  may  be  submitted  to  it  by  the 
President. 

Sect.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Department  of  State,  to 
obtain  from  the  consular  officers  at  foreign  ports  or  places,  all 
available  information  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  such 
ports  and  places,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  this  board  ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  this  board  to  obtain  from  the  State  and  municipal 
health  authorities  throughout  the  United  States,  and  from  all  other 
available  sources,  weekly  reports  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  ports 
and  places  within  the  United  States,  and  reports  and  other  matters 
relating  to  climatic  and  other  conditions  affecting  the  public  health, 
and  it  shall  prepare,  publish  and  transmit  to  State  and  other 
authorities,  and  other  proper  persons,  weekly  abstracts  of  such 
reports,  consular  reports,  and  other  useful  information  relating  to 
the  public  health  ;  and  it  shall  make  to  the  President,  for  trans- 
mission to  Congress,  an  annual  report  of  its  transactions,  with 
such  recommendations  as  it  may  deem  important  to  the  public 
health  ;  and  the  necessary  printing  of  the  board  shall  be  done  at 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  secre- 
tar}r  of  such  board,  in  the  same  manner  and  subject  to  the  same 
provisions  as  other  public  printing  for  the  several  Departments  of 
the  Government. 

Sect.  8.  The  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized, 
when  requested  by  this  board,  and  when  the  same  can  be  done 
without  prejudice  to  the  public  service,  to  detail  officers  from  the 
several  Departments  of  the  Government,  for  temporary  duty,  to 
act  under  the  direction  of  this  board  in  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  and  such  officers  shall  receive  no  additional  compensa- 
tion, except  for  actual  and  necessary  expenses  incurred  in  the  per- 
formance of  such  duties. 

Sect.  9.  To  meet  the  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  the  sum  of  $500,000,  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  necessary,  is  hereb}'  appropriated,  to  be  disbursed  under 
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the  direction  of  the  board  ;  and  the  board  shall  have  authority  to 
appoint  such  disbursing  agents  as  it  deems  necessary,  who  shall 
give  bond  as  in  other  cases,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties. 

Sect.  10.     All  Acts  and  parts  of  Acts  in  conflict  with  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  repealed. 
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PAET   THIRD. 


LUNACY. 


The  whole  number  of  insane, persons  resident  in  Massa- 
chusetts at  any  one  time  cannot  be  exactly  determined.     It 
was  stated  in  the  United  States  Census  of  1880  to  have  been 
5,127  on  the  first  of  June  in  that  year ;  and  if  this  was  the 
true  number,  there  must  now  be  more  than  6,000.     Table 
XVIII.  in  the  Appendix  exhibits  the  number  that  came  to 
the  official  notice  of  this  Board  during  the  year  ending  Oct. 
1,   1884, — which  was   4,999  different  persons,   as  near  as 
can  be  computed,  in  hospitals  and  asylums  ;  and  about  700 
insane  persons  in  city  and  town  almshouses,  local  asylums, 
private   families    and  prisons ;    in  all,   nearly   5,700  insane 
persons.     Of  these  something  more   than   120    were   domi- 
ciled in  other  States,  though  temporarily  resident  in  Massa- 
chusetts for  treatment.     The  aggregate   of  the  insane  who 
came  under  official  notice,  then,  was  about  5,700,  of  whom 
all  but  two  per  cent,  were  in  Massachusetts  when  committed 
to    our   asylums;  but    121    were  removed   from   the    State 
during   the   year.     How    many    came    into    the    State,    or 
returned  after  removal,  is  unknown.     The  known  recoveries 
and  deaths  among  these  5,700  persons  did  not  exceed  780  ; 
while  the  number  of  insane  persons  appearing  for  the  first 
time  was   1,093.     These  figures  indicate  a  net  increase  of 
our  insane,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  300  in  the  year  ;  yet  this 
does  not  show  itself  in  the  population  resident  at  the  hospi- 
tals,  asylums  and  almshouses,   because   a  portion   of  them 
return  to   the   general  Community    as    unrecovcrcd    insane 
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persons.  But  if  the  population  of  Massachusetts  is  now 
2,000,000,  and  if  it  has  increased  217,000  since  the  United 
States  Census  was  taken,  the  increase  of  the  insane  cannot 
well  have  been  less  than  an  average  of  200  in  a  year,  at  the 
usual  rate. 

Theoretically  and  legally,  all  insane  persons  in  Massachu- 
setts, wherever  they  may  be,  are  under  the  supervision  of 
this  Board,  and  subject  to  removal  by  its  authority,  should 
their  condition  or  the  public  good  require  it.  But  most  of 
the  insane  who  reside  in  private  families,  either  of  their 
relatives  or  at  board,  are  not  under  the  actual  supervision  of 
this  Board,  unless  their  condition  should  be  such  as  to  cause 
their  names  to  be  reported  to  the  Inspector  of  Charities. 
This  officer  attends  to  most  of  the  duties  which  the  law 
imposes  on  the  Board  with  respect  to  the  commitment 
and  detention  of  the  5,700  insane  persons  who  now  appear 
yearly  in  the  public  establishments,  the  private  asylums  and 
hospitals,  or  the  courts  which  commit  the  insane.  The 
Board  itself,  and  its  Committee  on  Lunacy,  also  exercise  a 
general  power  of  visitation  and  inspection,  and  pass  upon  all 
matters  relating  to  lunacy  that  may  come  to  their  knowl- 
edge, such  matters  being  ordinarily  reported  to  them  by 
the  Inspector,  who,  under  their  instructions,  examines  every 
commitment  paper  upon  which  the  insane  are  held,  receives 
and  investigates  complaints  by  insane  persons,  and  their 
relatives  or  friends,  of  improper  commitment,  detention  or 
treatment,  and  visits  each  State  hospital  monthly  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  such  complaints,  examining  papers,  and 
collecting  the  letters  of  patients.  He  also  receives  weekly 
returns  from  each  hospital,  of  patients  committed  and  dis- 
charged, and  keeps  registers  at  the  office  of  the  Board,  upon 
which  these  and  other  facts  are  recorded.  The  substance  of 
the  information  thus  obtained,  and  of  the  investigations 
made,  is  communicated  each  month  to  the  Board,  or  its 
standing  committee,  and  is  made  the  subject  of  action  or 
advice  in  regard  to  all  matters  as  they  arise,  unless  these 
have  been  disposed  of  under  the  general  instructions  given 
to  the   department   officers  in  the  by-laws  of   the  Board. 
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Finally,  he  makes  up,  from  the  statistical  returns  of  the 
hospitals,  the  general  Tables  in  regard  to  insanity,  which 
exhibit  the  facts  concerning  that  disease  in  Massachusetts, 
more  fully  than  could  possibly  be  done  previous  to  the 
establishment  of  this  Board.  Many  of  these  facts  will 
appear  in  the  pages  immediately  following ;  but  the  Tables 
themselves,  with  explanatory  remarks,  are  given  in  the 
Appendix  ;  together  with  reports  from  every  city  and  town 
in  the  State. 

Location  of  the  Massachusetts  Insane. 

Among  the  5,700  insane  persons  who  came  under  the  notice 
of  this  Board  in  the  official  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1884,  nearly 
5,000  were  in  hospitals  and  asylums  which  this  Board  is 
directed  by  law  to  supervise,  and  nearly  or  quite  4,300  were 
in  hospitals  and  as\lums  built  and  owned  by  the  State.  The 
State  hospitals  are  four  in  number  —  at  Worcester,  opened 
in  1833;  at  Taunton,  opened  in  1854;  at  Northamp- 
ton, opened  in  1858;  and  at  Danvers,  opened  in  1878, — 
and  the  cost  of  their  construction  up  to  the  present  time  has 
been  something  like  $4  300,000,  of  which  about  $3,000,- 
000  was  expended  between  1872  and  1884  at  Worcester  and 
Danvers.  These  two  new  hospitals  now  contain  a  little  more 
than  1,450  patients,  for  whose  reception  and  accommodation 
the  State  has  incurred  a  construction  cost  of  nearly  $2,100 
each.  The  two  hospitals  at  Taunton  and  Northampton  now 
contain  something  more  than  1,100  patients,  at  an  esti- 
mated construction  cost  of  $1,320,000,  or  $1,200  for  the 
reception  and  accommodation  of  each  patient.  The  State 
asylums  for  the  chronic  insane  are  two  in  number,  —  at 
Tewksbury,  opened  in  18 06,  and  at  Worcester,  opened  in 
the  old  buildings  of  the  Worcester  Hospital  in  1877.  The 
construction  cost  of  the  Worcester  Asylum  is  estimated  at 
$430,000  up  to  this  time,  having  been  accruing  since  1831  ; 
the  cost  of  the  Tewksbury  Asylum  buildings  has  not  much 
exceeded  $100,000  ;  making  a  total  for  these  two  asylums  of 
about  $530,000,  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of 
about  690  patients,  or  something  less  than  $775   for  each. 
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The  total  cost  of  the  State  hospitals  and  asylums,  for  con- 
struction and  equipment,  has  been,  by  this  estimate,  about 
$4,850,000, — certainly  no  less  than  this, — and  their  con- 
venient capacity  cannot  be  estimated  at  more  than  3,000. 
They  now  contain  3,267,  having  passed  the  limit  of  3,000 
during  the  summer  of  1882. 

Besides  the  six  State  hospitals  and  asylums  named  above, 
there  are  three  small  asylums,  essentially  public  in  their 
character,  —  the  McLean  Asylum,  the  oldest  in  Massachu- 
setts ;  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital,  and  the  Essex  County 
Eeceptacle,  at  Ipswich.  The  McLean  Asylum,  opened  in 
1818,  is  owned  by  a  private  corporation,  existing  for  public 
purposes, — the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  —  and  has 
always  had  on  its  board  of  visitors  official  representatives  of 
the  State.  At  present  these  are  the  four  State  trustees  in  a 
board  consisting  of  twelve.  The  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital, 
opened  in  1839,  is  owned  by  the  city  of  Boston,  and  man- 
aged by  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  of  that  city. 
The  Ipswich  Eeceptacle  is  owned  by  Essex  County,  and  is 
managed  by  the  County  Commissioners.  The  cost  of  these 
three  asylums  for  construction  cannot  be  very  closely  calcu- 
lated, but  probably  exceeds  $250,000  each  for  the  McLean 
Asylum,  and  the  South  Boston  Asylum,  and  $50,000  for  the 
Ipswich  Asylum,  —  in  all  $550,000.  At  present  they  con- 
tain about  430  patients,  not  less  than  two-thirds  of  whom  are 
chronic  cases,  being  about  equally  divided  between  private 
patients  and  paupers.  The  McLean  Asylum  contains  no 
paupers,  and  its  average  weekly  cost  for  each  patient  is  $15. 
The  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital  contains  about  180  paupers  of 
the  city  with  a  few  private  patients,  and  its  average  weekly 
cost  for  each  patient  is  nearly  $6.  The  Ipswich  Eeceptacle 
contains  about  50  paupers,  whose  average  weekly  cost  is 
$2.50;  and  a  fewr  private  patients,  for  whom  $3  a  week  is 
paid.  The  capacity  of  neither  of  these  asylums  is  beyond 
the  present  number,  although  at  times  they  have  contained 
in  all  some  450  patients. 

The  strictly  private  asylums  for  the  insane  in  Massachu- 
setts are  few  and  small,  nor  can  the  cost  of  their  buildings 
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readily  be  calculated.  It  probably  has  not  exceeded  $100,- 
000  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  about  70 
patients.  The  present  number  is  less  than  this,  not  exceed- 
ing 50.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  full  capacity  of  these  asylums 
(estimated  at  70)  will  be  reached  during  1885.  All  of  them, 
and  the  three  public  asylums  just  mentioned,  —  at  Somer- 
ville,  South  Boston  and  Ipswich,  —  are  under  the  super- 
vision of  this  Board,  and  have  been  visited  during  the  year 
by  members  of  the  Board,  as  well  as  by  the  Inspector  of 
Charities. 

Capacity  and  Condition  of  the  Hospitals,  Etc. 

Assuming  the  estimates  of  construction,  cost  and  conve- 
nient capacity,  above  given,  to  be  correct,  there  is  room  in 
the  whole  14  hospitals  and  asylums,  public  and  private,  of 
Massachusetts,  for  about  3,500  insane  patients,  at  a  con- 
struction cost  of  about  $5,500,000,  or  an  average  of  above 
$1,600  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  each  patient. 
There  are  at  present  in  these  buildings  3,730  patients,  the 
number  having  slightly  increased  since  the  1st  of  October, 
when  there  were  3,714,  as  shown  by  Table  XVIII.  in  the 
Appendix.  But  during  the  year  covered  by  that  table  there 
had  been  about  5,000  patients  in  these  buildings  for  a  longer 
or  shorter  period.  During  the  year  1885  it  is  likely  that 
this  aggregate  will  rise  to  5,200;  among  whom  it  will  not 
be  reasonable  to  look  for  the  recovery  of  more  than  350  per- 
sons ;  and  even  of  these  recoveries  at  least  30  will  only  be 
temporary.  Practically,  therefore,  only  1  in  lb*  of  the  in- 
sane under  medical  care  will  make  recoveries,  while  above 
400  may  be  expected  to  die.  The  actual  number  of  reported 
recoveries  among  5,000  patients  in  the  year  ending  Oct.  1, 
1884,  was  but  337,  while  378  died  at  the  establishments,  and 
several  others  during  the  year,  after  their  discharge.  The  fact 
is  thus  again  made  clear  that  more  of  the  insane  of  Massachu- 
setts die  in  any  given  year  than  recover.  The  number  ofneiv 
commitments  of  insane  persons  in  Massachusetts  in  a  year  now 
exceeds  1,100,  the  whole  number  of  commitments  and  trans- 
fers being  more  than  1,650.    But  the  recent  cases  of  insanity 
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appearing  in  the  year  do  not  exceed  800  ;  and  the  number 
of  insane  persons  practically  curable,  at  any  one  time  in  the 
State,  does  not  probably  exceed  500,  though  there  are  per- 
haps 600  persons  who  Avould  be  set  down  as  having  some 
prospect  of  recovery.  Out  of  more  than  3,000  pauper 
patients  now  found  in  our  asylums,  above  2,100  are  city  and 
town  paupers,  and  less  than  1,000  are  State  paupers.  Table 
XIX.  in  the  Appendix  shows  these  facts,  and  indicates  how 
constant  and  rapid  has  been  the  growth  of  insanity  among 
the  city  and  town  poor  for  the  past  twenty  years.  Such 
statistics  show  that  it  will  be  more  necessary  in  future  to 
make  separate  provision  for  the  chronic  pauper  insane,  who 
will  almost  necessarily  accumulate  to  the  extent  at  least  of 
200  annually  for  many  years  to  come.  This  is  not  in  con- 
sequence of  any  great  increase  of  recent  insanity ;  but  we 
now  know  that  there  is  such  an  increase,  as  well  as  that 
insanity  is  less  curable  than  was  formerly  believed.  Table 
XXI.  in  the  Appendix  shows  that  of  520  patients  discharged, 
either  by  recovery  or  death,  in  the  last  reported  year,  and 
who  had  never  before  been  in  any  hospital,  261  died,  while 
259  recovered  ;  so  that,  of  all  first  admissions  to  our  hospi- 
tals, at  present,  more  than  half  die  insane.  This  reduces 
the  percentage  of  possible  permanent  recoveries  below  fifty ; 
and  it  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  investigated  the 
question  most  accurately,  that  the  permanent  recoveries  do 
not  exceed  25  per  cent. 

In  the  almshouses  and  local  asylums,  which  now  contain 
about  660  insane  persons,  —  having  increased  their  numbers 
since  the  visitation  reported  by  the  Inspector  of  Charities, — 
there  are  a  few  recoveries  in  each  year ;  but  nearly  all  these 
persons  are  chronic  cases  in  which  recovery  could  not  be 
expected.  A  considerable  portion  of  them  have  been  at  the 
different  hospitals,  sometimes  for  ten  or  even  twenty  years, 
and  have  had  all  the  curative  treatment  which  hospitals  can 
afford.  It  sometimes  happens,  however,  that  the  greater 
freedom  and  less  exacting  discipline  of  an  almshouse  favors 
an  improvement  in  these  persons  which  amounts  to  a  practi- 
cal recovery.    Assuming  the  number  in  almshouses  and  local 
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asylums  to  be  660,  Jan.  1,  1885,  about  260  of  these  are  men 
and  400  women.  At  the  same  date,  the  number  boarded  in 
families,  chiefly  at  public  expense,  was  about  50,  —  22  men 
and  28  women.  In  this  small  class  recoveries  take  place  even 
less  frequently  than  in  the  almshouses,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  usually  chronic  cases  of  persons  advanced  in  years. 

Death-Kate,  Nationality,  Etc.,  of  the  Insane. 

Of  2,598  patients  in  the  Massachusetts  hospitals  and 
asylums  Oct.  1,  1879,  1,439  remained  in  the  same  estab- 
lishments five  years  afterward,  Oct.  1,  1884,  and  584  had 
died  at  those  establishments.  Of  the  570  other  persons  who 
were  discharged,  not  more  than  200  recovered,  leaving  370 
who  have  either  died  outside  the  establishments,  or  removed 
from  the  State,  or  are  living  in  almshouses  or  private  families, 
many  of  them  no  doubt  taking  care  of  themselves,  although 
not  fully  recovered. 

These  figures  show  that  the  hospital  patients  in  Massachu- 
setts go  forth  very  slowly  into  the  general  community ;  for 
in  addition  to  those  in  the  hospitals  there  are  90  of  these 
patients  of  1879  in  the  city  and  town  almshouses.  There 
have  no  doubt  been  many  deaths  among  those  who  have  left 
the  hospitals,  besides  the  584  who  have  died  there  during  the 
five  years.  The  death-rate  in  these  establishments  alone  has 
been  above  sixty  in  a  thousand  annually  among  these  2,598 
patients,  as  nearly  as  can  be  calculated. 

The  former  statistics  concerning  the  birthplace  of  patients 
in  our  hospitals  gave  no  exact  information  concerning  their 
nationality.  Within  the  last  five  years  all  the  larger  hospi- 
tals have  reported  on  the  parentage  of  the  patients  admitted, 
and  the  aggregate  of  their  statistics  is  as  follows  :  — 

Whole  number  of  patients  classified, 4,467 

Of  American  parentage, 1,978 

Irish  parentage, 1,619 

Canadian  parentage, 266 

Total  of  foreign  parentage, 2,489 

This  proportion  holds  good  throughout  Massachusetts,  no 
doubt ;  if  so,  it  would   seem  that  only  a  little  more    than 
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three-sevenths  of  the  insane  cases,  as  they  arise,  are  of 
American  parentage  ;  while  a  smaller  number,  but  still  nearly 
two-fifths  of  the  whole,  are  of  Irish  parentage,  and  nearly 
four-sevenths  of  the  whole  number  are  of  foreigu  parentage. 
This  shows,  what  has  long  been  known  from  other  sources, 
that  there  is  an  undue  proportion  of  insane  persons  among 
the  recent  immigrants  who  reside  in  Massachusetts,  or  are 
here  temporarily.  The  same  proportion  does  not  yet  exist 
among  the  accumulated  population  of  the  hospitals  ;  but  a 
few  years  hence  even  this  permanent  hospital  population  will 
show  a  majority  of  persons  of  foreign  parentage,  and  almost 
as  many  of  Irish  as  of  American  descent. 

The  cost  of  all  the  insane  in  Massachusetts  for  a  year  can 
only  be  estimated  ;  but  now  exceeds  $900,000.  The  cost  of 
maintaining  the  six  State  hospitals  and  asylums  last  year  was 
about  $560,000  ;  the  estimated  cost  of  the  two  municipal 
asylums,  $6,5,000;  of  the  McLean  Asylum,  $135,000;  the 
cost  of  the  insane  poor  in  the  almshouses  is  perhaps  $90,000  ; 
the  cost  at  the  private  asylums  perhaps  $50,000.  There 
were  additional  expenses  incurred  in  the  commitment  of 
1,500  persons,  in  the  removal  of  the  insane  from  the  hos- 
pitals, and  in  other  ways,  which  would  bring  the  total  cost 
of  the  year  nearly  to  $950,000. 

The  Insane  Poor  of  the  State. 

Great  and  constant  as  has  been  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  the  insane  in  Massachusetts,  it  would  have  been  still 
greater  but  for  the  removal  of  insane  persons  made  by  this 
Board  and  its  predecessors  since  1 854.  These  Boards  have 
also  rendered  much  service  in  ascertaining  local  settlements, 
and  transferring  insane  persons  having  such  settlements  to 
the  account  of  the  city  or  town  where  they  belonged.  Since 
1864,  changes  in  the  law  of  pauper  settlement  have  much 
diminished  the  number  of  insane  persons  who  would  other- 
wise have  come  permanently  upon  the  State  treasury  for  sup- 
port ;  and  the  yearly  cost  of  the  State's  maintaining  its  own 
insane  is  not  much  more  than  it  was  ten  years  ago.  During 
the  past  year  719  insane  persons,  nominally  "State  charges" 
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(including  recommitments),  were  committed  to  the  several 
lunatic  hospitals.  Of  the  whole  number  there  supported 
nominally  as  "  State  charges"  during  all  or  a  portion  of  the 
year,  395  were  found  to  have  settlements  in  some  city  or 
town,  while  of  those  so  supported  by  the  State  during  a 
portion  of  the  year,  12  L  were  removed  from  the  State. 

These  719  persons,  nominally  State  paupers,  were  com- 
mitted to  the  several  lunatic  hospitals  during  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1884,  as  follows  :  — 


To  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,     . 
Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 


432 

a, 57 

90 

40 


Besides  these,  fifteen  were  admitted  as  sane  persons  to  the 
State  Almshouse  and  State  Workhouse,  who  afterwards 
appeared  to  be  insane,  and  were  transferred  to  some  asylum 
or  hospital. 

The  121  persons  removed  out  of  the  State  were  sent  as 
follows  :  — 


From  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital,   . 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,   . 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Asylum  for  Insane,  Tewksbury, 


55 
35 

18 
9 
4 


111  13  cases,  the  friends  of  State  patients  were  prevailed 
on  to  provide  for  them. 

An  aggregate  of  408  insane  persons,  transferred  to  town 
or  private  account  (282),  or  removed  by  overseers  or  friends 
(126),  were  situated  as  follows  :  — 


In  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,     . 
Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 
Chronic  Asylum,  Worcester, 
Asylum  for  Insane,  Tewksbury, 


268 
75 
36 
14 

8 

7 


But   for   these    removals    of    State    patients,    the    public 
asylums  would  be  much  more  crowded  than  they  now  are. 
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If  the  cities  and  towns,  whose  patients  are  now  more  than 
double  the  number  of  the  State  patients,  could  and  would 
adopt  a  similar  policy  of  removal,  the  hospitals  would  be 
relieved  of  many  patients.  Unless  such  removals  are  con- 
stantly made,  the  insane  population  of  Massachusetts  will 
greatly  increase,  and  the  hospitals  will  be  crowded  even  be- 
yond their  present  excessive  numbers.  Eecent  immigrants, 
becoming  insane,  and  having  no  friends  in  this  country  able 
to  support  them,  soon  become  permanent  inmates  of  our 
hospitals ;  and  this  permanent  population  goes  out  very 
slowly,  as  is  shown  above. 

Hospital  Admissions,  Recoveries,  Etc. 
The  admissions  of  hospital  patients  in  any  given  year  are 
largely  made  up  of  persons  re-admitted,  some  of  whom  had 
recovered  when  previously  discharged  or  had  improved  so 
much  that  further  hospital  restraint  was  not  thought  neces- 
sary. Table  XX.  in  the  Appendix  shows  451  such  re-ad- 
missions and  1,093  new  cases ;  in  all,  1,544  admissions  from 
the  general  community.  In  1883  these  admissions  aggre- 
gated 1,545,  of  which  460  were  re-admissions  and  1,078  new 
cases;  in  1882  there  were  527  re-admissions,  and  991  new 
cases ;  in  1881  there  were  309  re-admissions  and  885  new 
cases.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  new  cases  have  been 
increasing  for  the  last  three  years,  and  re-admissions  rela- 
tively diminishing ;  since  there  are  now  208  more  admis- 
sions of  new  cases  than  in  1881,  while  the  number  of 
re-admissions  is  but  143  more.  The  recent  cases  of  insanity 
have  also  largely  increased ;  having  been  550  in  1881,  out 
of  1,267  persons  admitted;  611  in  1882,  out  of  1,518  admit- 
ted; 754  in  1883,  out  of  1,545  persons  admitted,  and  799 
in  1884,  out  of  1,544  persons  admitted.  Considering  only 
the  first  admissions  in  these  years,  there  were  in  1881,  497 
cases  of  recent  insanity  out  of  885  first  admissions  ;  in  1882, 
524  recent  cases  out  of  991  first  admissions;  in  1883,  644 
recent  cases  out  of  1,078  first  admissions,  and  in  1884, 
634  recent  cases  out  of  1,093  first  admissions.  It  thus 
appears  that  in  three  years,  cases  of  recent  insanity  among 
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first  admissions  increased  by  137,  or  about  27  percent.  ; 
while  the  first  admissions  increased  208,  or  23  per  cent. 
Daring  this  time  the  general  population  of  the  State  in- 
creassd  no  more  than  15  per  cent.,  which  would  indicate 
that  recent  insanity  is  now  gaining  beyond  the  gain  in  pop- 
ulation. This  must  be  ascribed  to  the  prevalence  of  insanity 
anions:  recent  immigrants  and  their  children.  For  in  the 
years  before  our  population  was  gaining  so  much  by  immi- 
gration, there  was  certainly  no  evidence  that  recent  insanity 
increased  at  all ;  while  now  it  evidently  does,  and  quite 
rapidly  too. 

Yet  while  recent  insanity  has  increased,  recoveries  have 
diminished  relatively.  The  recoveries  in  the  year  ending 
Oct.  1,  1873,  were  reported  as  266  ;  in  the  year  ending  Oct. 
1,  1884,  they  are  reported  as  337;  and  this,  although  the 
whole  number  of  persons  under  treatment  was  only  3,317 
eleven  years  ago,  during  a  period  of  twelve  months,  and  is 
now  4,999  during  the  same  period.  That  is  to  say,  while 
the  whole  number  of  patients  has  increased  more  than  50 
per  cent.,  the  recoveries  have  increased  less  than  27  per 
cent.  This  shows  that  the  number  of  curable  cases  among 
the  insane  has  not  gained  so  fast  as  the  whole  number  of 
cases,  curable  and  incurable,  has  increased.  During  the  last 
five  years,  when  the  recoveries  have  been  more  accurately 
reported  than  ever  before,  the  percentage  of  recoveries  to 
the  whole  number  of  cases  under  treatment  has  fallen  from 
71- per  cent,  in  1880  to  6§  per  cent,  in  1884;  and  during 
this  same  period  of  five  years,  the  proportion  of  patients 
admitted  to  the  hospitals  from  cities  and  large  towns  has 
been  as  steadily  rising,  until  the  number  of  such  admissions 
is  now  three-fourths  of  the  whole  number.  Yet  the  propor- 
tion of  our  population  residing  in  these  cities  and  large 
towns  is  apparently  less  than  three-fifths  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation. It  is  observed  that  cities  furnish  a  larger  proportion 
of  incurable  cases  than  rural  districts  do,  and  this  will 
account  in  part  for  the  diminished  recoveries. 

The  highest  rate  of  recovery  last  year  was  at  the  Somer- 
ville  Asylum,  where  there  were  284  different  patients  during 
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the  year,  and  36  recoveries,  a  percentage  of  12-|;  in  the 
Boston  Lunatic  Hospital,  with  296  during  the  year,  there 
were  27  recoveries,  a  percentage  of  9.  None  of  the  larger 
hospitals  show  so  great  a  percentage  as  Sornerville  in  their 
recoveries:  Worcester  reporting  971  persons  and  53  recov- 
eries, a  percentage  of  5^;  Taunton,  85  recoveries  among 
907  persons,  a  percentage  of  9^  ;  and  Danvers  96  recoveries 
among  1,234  patients,  or  7^  per  cent.  Northampton  shows 
a  still  smaller  percentage,  25  recoveries  among  594  patients, 
or  4|  per  cent.  It  might  be  supposed  that  the  chances  of 
recovery  are  greater  in  small  hospitals  than  in  large  ones, 
and  it  is  doubtless  true  that  they  are  somewhat  greater ;  but 
in  our  private  asylums  and  small  hospitals  it  so  happens  that 
a  greater  proportion  of  recent  and  curable  cases  have  been 
received  during  the  past  year  among  the  admissions  than 
was  the  case  at  the  State  hospitals.  The  latter  can  exercise 
no  selection,  but  must  take  the  cases  which  come  to  them, 
while  the  two  small  hospitals  above  named,  and  the  private 
asylums,  can,  to  some  extent,  select  their  patients,  either  by 
choice  in  admission  or  by  transfer  after  admission  ;  and  have 
done  so  during  the  past  year. 

The  death  rate  in  the  different  establishments  has  varied 
almost  as  much  as  the  rate  of  recovery.  At  Danvers,  where 
there  were  101  deaths  out  of  1,234  patients,  the  death  rate 
was  81  per  cent.  ;  at  Northampton  it  was  less  (25  deaths 
among  594  patients),  than  5  per  cent.  ;  at  the  Tewksbury 
Asylum  the  percentage  was  almost  5,  while  at  Sornerville  the 
percentage  was  7^.  The  death  rate  at  the  Taunton  Hos- 
pital was  1\  (65  deaths,  907  patients);  at  South  Boston, 
more  than  12  (37  deaths,  296  patients)  ;  at  Ipswich,  15  (11 
deaths,  73  patients),  and  at  the  Worcester  Asylum  9  J-  (42 
deaths  among  239  patients).  The  Ipswich  death  rate  is 
greater  than  that  in  the  town  almshouses  and  private  families, 
where  last  year  there  were  about  70  deaths  among  a  popula- 
tion estimated  at  800,  and  certainly  greater  than  700  ;  so  that 
the  death  rate  could  not  have  been  above  10  per  cent.  We 
compute  it  on  the  whole  population  of  each  establishment, 
and  not  on  the  average  number,  as  is  done  in  some  countries. 
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The  whole  number  of  known  deaths  among  the  insane 
registered  by  the  Inspector  of  Charities  during  the  year 
was  440,  occurring  in  an  insane  population  of  less  than 
5,700  different  persons,  the  precise  number  not  being  known. 
If  we  assume  it  to  be  5,690,  then  the  440  deaths  would  give 
a  death-rate  in  the  aggregate,  of  a  little  less  than  8  per 
cent.  If  this  were  carried  out  to  show  the  proportion  in 
each  10,000  as  in  the  Kegist ration  Reports,  it  would  be  750, 
while  the  death  rates  of  all  persons  in  Massachusetts  have  been 
less  than  250  in  10,000  annually  during  the  past  ten  years. 
This  would  seem  to  show  that  the  insane  die  more  rapidly 
than  the  sane  in  the  proportion  of  3  to  1,  and  it  is  every 
way  probable  that  the  disproportion  is  even  greater  than  this. 
The  calculations  concerning  the  death  rate  among  the  2,598 
patients  who  remained  in  the  State  hospitals  and  asylums 
Oct.  1,  1879,  show  that  they  must  have  died  at  the  rate  of 
650  in  10,000  annually ;  while  among  recent  cases,  such  as 
come  and  go  each  year,  the  death-rate  exceeds  800  in 
10,000. 

The  Laws  of  Commitment  and  Discharge. 

These  remain  unchanged,  but  some  amendment  will  be 
needed  this  year  concerning  commitments  to  such  local 
asylums  as  those  at  Lowell,  Lawrence  and  Salem.  These 
should  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  Boston  Lunatic 
Hospital,  when  the  State  Board  certifies  that  it  can  properly 
be  done  ;  that  is,  they  should  only  be  permitted  under  cer- 
tain restrictions  to  receive  recent  or  violent  cases,  and  to  take 
as  boarders  the  insane  poor  of  other  municipalities  than  the 
city  by  which  each  is  supported. 

The  operation  of  the  commitment  law  of  1879  has  been, 
on  the  whole,  such  as  to  increase  commitments  above  what 
they  would  have  been  under  the  former  laws.  But  this  in- 
crease cannot  have  been  very  considerable,  and  neither  the 
provision  for  the  prompt  admission  of  emergency  cases,  nor 
the  permission  given  certain  hospitals  to  receive  voluntary 
patients  has  operated  as  yet  to  add  many  to  the  number  of 
patients,   whose  rapid  accumulation  is  not  so  much  due  to 
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the  increase  of  commitments  as  to  delays  in  discharging ; 
the  fact  being  that  the  outside  community,  though  less 
prompt  than  could  be  wished  in  sending  recent  cases  of  in- 
sanity to  the  hospitals,  is  still  less  disposed  to  withdraw 
patients  who  have  fallen  into  the  chronic  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease. It  has  been  found  difficult  to  provide  places  in  fami- 
lies for  the  board  of  such  chronic  patients,  and  almost 
equally  difficult  to  induce  relatives  and  friends  to  take  care  of 
them  in  their  own  families.  It  is  true  there  are  many  fami- 
lies desirous  of  removing  their  friends  from  the  hospital 
where  they  may  happen  to  be,  but  such  patients,  generally, 
are  not  of  the  chronic  class  ;  and  if  they  are  removed,  it  is 
often  found  necessary  to  admit  them  again  to  the  same  or 
some  other  hospital.  If  the  authorities  of  the  cities  and 
towns,  and  especially  of  Boston  (which  now  supports  at  the 
public  expense  about  600  insane  persons  in  the  State  hospi- 
tals, besides  about  180  in  its  own  hospital  at  South  Boston), 
were  required  to  make  provision  in  local  asylums  or  in  pri- 
vate families  for  the  quiet  and  harmless  insane  now  resident 
in  the  State  hospitals,  this  would  relieve  considerably  the 
crowded  condition  of  the  wards.  Smaller  cities, — Lawrence, 
Lowell,  Salem,  Worcester,  Brockton,  Haverhill,  Springfield, 
etc.,  —  are  every  year  withdrawing  more  of  their  chronic 
insane  from  hospitals,  without  bad  results  so  far,  although 
the  patients  so  removed  require  vigilant  supervision.  A 
few  recent  cases  are  admitted  to  local  asylums  and  alms- 
houses in  these  cities,  —  a  circumstance  which  accounts  per- 
haps for  the  fact  that  hospital  commitments  have  not  increased 
the  past  year. 

The  whole  number  of  voluntary  admissions  reported  since 
the  passage  of  the  law  of  1881  has  been  150;  the  number 
during  the  calendar  year  1884  has  been  65,  50  of  them  at  the 
McLean  Asylum.  Many  of  these  admissions  have  been  ter- 
minated by  a  regular  commitment  under  the  law  of  1879,  and 
others  will  be.  It  was  held  by  this  Board,  in  a  disputed 
case,  that  voluntary  admissions  at  a  private  asylum  were  not 
within  the  meaning  of  the  law,  provided  the  persons  applying 
were  manifestly  insane  ;  but  that  other  persons  applying  for 
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admission  at  a  private  asylum  could  be  received  without 
legal  commitment.  The  McLean  Asylum  is  expressly  per- 
mitted by  law  to  receive  voluntary  patients,  and  this  practice 
of  admission  is  more  and  more  common  there.  More  than  a 
third  part  of  the  commitments  at  Somerville  during  the  past 
year  have  been  voluntary,  and  though  in  several  instances 
these  were  afterwards  changed  to  commitments  by  a  magis- 
trate, yet  the  majority  of  them  continued  to  be  voluntary  so 
long  as  the  patient  remained  in  the  asylum.  One  effect  of 
this  law  is  to  increase  the  admissions  of  persons  who  cannot 
strictly  be  called  insane  ;  and  this  accounts  for  the  number 
of  such  persons  in  the  statistical  tables,  particularly  at  Dan- 
vers,  which  receives  more  voluntary  patients  than  any  other 
State  hospital.  The  number  of  persons  included  in  the  150 
cases  above  mentioned  is  138  ;  of  persons  voluntarily  ad- 
mitted during  1884,  61  ;  of  the  latter,  46  were  received  at 
Somerville,  8  at  South  Boston  and  7  at  Danvers. 

The  Causes  of  Insanity. 

We  print  no  statistics  of  the  alleged  causes  of  insanity, 
although  such  are  still  reported  by  the  hospitals  and  are 
properly  enough  recorded  there.  It  is  sufficiently  known 
that  these  so-called  causes  are  frequently,  perhaps  generally, 
misstated,  so  that  to  publish  them  would  not  increase  a  sci- 
entific knowledge  of  insanity.  It  would  be  possible,  how- 
ever, for  the  hospitals  to  report  them  in  a  more  useful  form, 
as  we  suggested  last  year.  The  Tables  concerning  Forms  of 
Disease  in  the  Appendix  (XXII.  and  XXIII.)  really  throw 
much  light  on  the  causation  of  insanity.  It  would  be  inter- 
esting to  trace  the  influence  of  heredity  in  all  forms  of  in- 
sanity, but  this  cannot  yet  be  done  with  much  accuracy. 

The  occupation  of  persons  who  become  insane  has  more  or 
less  to  do  in  some  cases  with  their  attacks  of  insanity  ;  and 
therefore  the  Table  of  Occupations,  which  we  give  in  the 
Appendix,  may  be  of  some  value  in  the  study  of  causation. 
For  the  first  time  this  year  women,  the  wives  of  farmers,  appear 
in  the  table  among  the  farming  class,  though  excluded  in  the 
above  statement.     Wives  generally  are  entered  as  "house- 
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keepers,"  and  during  the  five  years  1,502  women  thus  desig- 
nated have  been  admitted,  out  of  2,652  women  whose  occu- 
pations were  classified.  In  the  same  time  630  women  were 
admitted  as  "  domestics,"  and  164  as  "  operatives."  These 
terms  are  frequently  interchangeable,  and  the  same  is  true 
to  some  extent  of  "  housekeepers,"  many  of  whom  have 
been  either  operatives  or  domestics.  Generally  speaking,  it 
is  the  circumstances  of  life  connected  with  each  occupation, 
rather  than  the  occupation  itself,  which  promote  insanity ; 
for  the  same  pursuit  in  cities  will  be  accompanied  by  much 
more  insanity  than  in  country  places. 

With  these  general  remarks,  we  proceed  to  report  on 
the  condition  of  the  establishments  for  the  insane,  including, 
this  year,  the  local  almshouses  and  asylums,  which  have 
been  inspected  by  the  Board  in  the  past  year,  as  required  by 
law  or  suggested  by  public  utility. 


PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  HOSPITALS  AND  ASYLUMS. 

I.    State  Establishments. 

1.     The    Worcester    Hospital. 

Superintendent,  Dr.  John  G.  Park. 

This  is  the  New  Hospital  opened  in  1877,  in  distinction 
from  the  Worcester  Asylum,  which  was  established  by  law 
in  1877  in  the  buildings  of  the  old  Worcester  Hospital,  first 
opened  in  1833.  In  respect  to  admissions  and  discharges, 
the  new  Hospital  continues  the  register  which  was  kept  at 
the  old  hospital  up  to  October,  1877  ;  while  the  Chronic 
Asylum  has  a  new  register  of  its  own,  containing  only  the 
chronic  pauper  patients  received  under  the  act  of  1877. 
These  asylum  patients  are  all  transferred  by  this  Board  from 
other  hospitals  and  asylums,  and  few  recent  cases  are  among 
them.     In  the  new  Worcester  hospital  most  of  the  patients 
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are  committed  by  the  courts,  though  transfers  are  sometimes 
made  from  the  prisons  and  other  hospitals.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  patients  in  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1884,  has  been 
971  (the  average  number  about  751),  of  whom  something  less 
than  a  sixth  part  were  reported  as  private  patients.  There 
are  almost  as  many  private  patients  at  Worcester  as  in  both 
the  hospitals  at  Taunton  and  Northampton,  and  a  few  more 
than  at  Danvers.  The  recoveries  at  Worcester  were  but  53, 
and  the  deaths  57,  in  a  total  of  971  persons.  Although 
these  recoveries  are  few  with  reference  to  the  whole  number 
under  treatment,  because  the  latter  are  mainly  chronic  cases, 
yet  if  we  consider  only  the  admissions  of  recent  cases  during 
the  year  (108  persons),  the  recoveries  are  as  many  as  can 
be  expected.  The  death-rate  in  the  New  Hospital  is  un 
usually  low,  being  only  5.9  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number 
under  treatment,  or  little  more  than  half  as  great  as  the 
death-rate  in  the  Asylum  near  by,  where  the  patients  are  all 
chronic  cases  and  have  been  under  treatment  for  an  average 
of  nearly  ten  years.  The  average  hospital  residence  of  those 
who  died  in  the  new  hospital  during  the  year,  was  one 
year  and  ten  months;  of  those  who  recovered,  5|  months, 
and  of  the  749  who  remained  at  the  end  of  the  year, .a  little 
more  than  four  and  a  half  years,  which  is  just  about  the 
average  hospital  residence  of  all  the  State  patients  except 
those  at  the  chronic  asylums  in  Worcester  and  Tewksbury. 
Of  the  53  recoveries  at  Worcester  only  35  were  first  ad- 
missions, and  7  were  recoveries  after  four  or  more  admis- 
sions. The  deaths  upon  first  admissions  were  51,  or  almost 
as  many  as  the  recoveries  ;  and  throughout  the  State,  while 
the  recoveries  upon  first  admissions  were  259,  the  deaths 
upon  first  admissions  were  261.  It  will  be  observed,  how- 
ever, that  the  recoveries  take  place  in  less  than  a  year  (the 
average  being  7-^  months),  while  the  deaths  take  place,  on 
an  average,  at  the  end  of  three  years.  Out  of  155  admitted 
at  Worcester  during  the  year,  who  had  never  been  in  a  hos- 
pital before,  the  number  of  recoveries  during  the  year  was 
apparently  less  than  30.  Dr.  Park's  tables  show  that  the 
10,111  patients  received  at  Worcester  during. 52  years  have 
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had  nearly  17,500  admissions  either  at  Worcester  or  else- 
where. As  1,537  of  these  persons  died  without  leaving  the 
Worcester  hospital,  the  8,574  other  patients  must  have  had 
an  average  of  about  two  admissions  each,  during  their  whole 
hospital  life. 

The  finances  and  general  management  of  the  New  Hos- 
pital are  every  way  satisfactory,  and  its  wards  are  less 
crowded  than  those  of  any  other  State  hospital ;  the  num- 
ber of  single  rooms  being  greater  in  proportion  to  the 
hospital  capacity  than  in  any  other.  The  presence  of  so 
many  convicts  in  several  wards  is  a  serious  evil,  and 
the  hospital  still  suffers  from  frequent  changes  in  the  corps 
of  attendants,  though  less  than  formerly.  The  trustees  have 
raised  the  salary  of  competent  attendants,  in  the  hope,  of 
making  their  service  more  permanent,  and  this  has  been  the 
result  in  some  measure. 


2.     The  Worcester  Chronic  Asylum. 

Superintendent  —  Dr.  H.  M.  Quinby. 

The  number  of  patients  at  this  Asylum  varies  much  less 
than  at  the  hospitals  which  receive  cases  from  the  courts, 
being  usually  kept  full  by  transfers  from  those  hospitals,  but 
making  few  discharges,  except  by  death.  Its  capacity  is 
now  about  400,  and  the  whole  number  of  patients  in  1884 
was  439,  of  whom  one  recovered  and  42  died.  The  average 
number  was  391,  or  seven  larger  than  in  1883,  and  the  aver- 
age weekly  cost  was  but  little  more  than  $3.  As  the  average 
income  from  each  patient  is  about  $3.30  per  week,  the  sur- 
plus of  the  Asylum  accumulates,  besides  furnishing  the  means 
to  make  material  improvements  in  the  old  buildings.  These 
are  still  going  on  under  the  judicious  direction  of  Dr. 
Quinby,  and  the  condition  of  the  buildings  is  every  year 
better  than  when  he  took  charge  of  them  in  1879.  The 
grounds  have  been  diminished  by  the  widening  of  the  street, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  old  hospital  farm  has  either  been 
sold  or  turned  over  to  the  New  Hospital,  to  be  managed  in 
connection  with  that  establishment,  which  now  reports  348 
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acres,  while  the  Asylum  retains  but  little  more  than  11  acres. 
This  does  not  give  much  employment  at  farm  labor  for  the 
asylum  patients ;  but  the  number  who  can  be  so  employed 
is  not  large,  a  great  many  of  the  patients  either  needing 
restraint  or  being  incapable  of  labor.  The  presence  of  these 
feeble  persons,  many  of  whom  have  been  hospital  patients 
for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  is  shown  by  the  large  mortality,  in 
which  this  asylum  sometimes  exceeds  all  the  other  establish- 
ments for  the  insane  in  the  State.  Aged  patients,  who  have 
long  been  accumulating  in  hospitals,  must  die  in  large  num- 
bers wherever  the  accumulation  takes  place ;  and  this,  at 
present,  happens  to  be  at  the  Worcester  Asylum,  although 
excellent  care  is  there  taken  of  them.  The  ventilation,  heat- 
ing, and  general  condition  of  the  Worcester  asylum  are 
noticeably  good ;  the  amount  of  restraint  is  much  less  than 
formerly. 


3.     The  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Superintende?it  —  Dr.  J.  P.  Brown. 

For  two  years  past  this  hospital  has  been  crowded,  from 
the  Boston  commitments  when  the  Danvers  hospital  was  too 
full  to  receive  them.  The  whole  number  of  patients  at 
Taunton  in  1884  was  907,  against  883  in  the  year  preceding ; 
the  average  number  was  630,  instead  of  616  in  1883.  This 
excess  of  patients  —  for  all  above  550  are  in  excess  at  Taun- 
ton —  has  diminished  the  comfort  of  the  inmates  ;  but  the 
deaths,  which  were  75  in  1882,  and  79  in  1883,  are  this  year 
but  65.  The  removal  of  old  patients  to  almshouses,  etc., 
accounts  for  this,  in  part.  The  current  income  for  the 
board  of  patients  is  now  considerably  more  than  sufficient  to 
to  pay  the  expenses,  and  the  surplus  at  Taunton  is  fast 
increasing.  The  recoveries  have  been  85,  as  against  62  in 
1883,  —  a  noticeable  increase,  which  is  due  to  the  greater 
number  of  recent  cases  admitted  here  when  the  Danvers  hos- 
pital was  full.  A  comparison  with  the  figures  of  former 
years  will  show  to  what  extent  recent  (and  therefore  more 
curable)    insanity   has    increased    at   Taunton.     The    whole 
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number  of  first  admissions  there  in  1883  was  246,  and  in 
1884,  220  ;  and  of  these  466  persons,  262  were  recent  cases, 
giving  a  much  greater  opportunity  for  recoveries  than  the 
192  cases  of  recent  insanity  occurring  in  the  two  previous 
years  among  the  358  persons  first  admitted  at  Taunton  in 
1881  and  1882.  It  appears,  therefore,  that,  while  the  first 
admissions  at  Taunton  increased  108  between  these  two 
periods  (30  per  cent.),  the  recent  cases  increased  70,  or  36J 
per  cent.  The  recoveries  have  gained  in  at  least  an  equal 
ratio. 

This  was  the  first  hospital  to  comply  with  the  law  of  last 
spring  requiring  the  appointment  of  a  woman  as  assistant 
physician  among  the  women  patients.  Dr.  Alice  Rogers 
received  this  appointment  in  July,  and  has  taken  the  place 
of  Dr.  Gage,  the  faithful  first  assistant  at  Taunton  for  many 
years,  who  has  been  granted  leave  of  absence  in  consequence 
of  his  ill  health.  She  has  performed  the  duties  satisfactorily, 
and  has  been  aided  in  the  care  of  the  women  under  her 
charge  by  the  new  trustees,  both  women,  who  have  been 
appointed  under  the  same  law,  and  have  entered  actively 
upon  their  work  of  visitation  and  inspection. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Taunton  hospital  is  as  good  as 
at  anytime  since  1879.  The  proposed  change  in  street  loca- 
tion has  not  yet  been  made,  and  the  hospital  still  suffers  incon- 
venience in  consequence.  The  river,  into  which  the  hospital 
sewage  has  been  discharged,  has  become  more  offensive,  and 
it  would  be  well  to  distribute  the  sewage  over  the  farm, 
instead  of  wasting  it  in  the  river ;  for  the  farm  needs  all  the 
moisture  as  well  as  all  the  fertilization  it  can  get. 

4.     The  Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Superintendent,  —  Dr.  Pliny  Earle. 

Dr.  Earle  has  recently  resigned,  and  will  retire  in  1885, 
leaving  the  hospital  to  his  successor,  Dr.  Nims,  in  much  bet- 
ter condition  than  he  took  it,  in  July,  1864.  The  farm  has 
been  nearly  doubled  in  size  and  very  largely  increased  in 
fertility  ;  well-fenced,  with    its    farm    buildings   greatly  en- 
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larged.  This  has  been  done  the  past  year,  in  particular,  by 
the  completion  of  the  storehouse,  and  the  enlargement  of 
barns  and  other  buildings.  Without  this  there  would  have 
been  no  room  for  the  crops,  which  were  greater  in  1884 
than  ever,  —  and  which  are  now  better  stored  than  is  done 
at  any  of  the  State  establishments.  The  storehouse  build- 
ing contains  also  large  workshops,  and  room  for  lodging  30 
patients,  who  now  carry  on  most  of  the  farming,  under 
direction.  Should  these  be  transferred  to  the  new  building, 
the  hospital  capacity  would  be  increased  to  that  extent,  — 
which  is  desirable,  for  the  increasing  population  of  Holyoke, 
Springfield  and  other  cities  in  western  Massachusetts  makes 
more  hospital  room  necessary.  The  new  building  has  cost 
about  $15,000,  and  all  this  has  been  taken  from  the  current 
surplus  and  income  of  the  hospital  without  drawing  on 
the  State  Treasury.  In  this  respect  the  Northampton 
hospital  has  set  a  good  example  for  the  other  State  hospitals 
to  follow ;  having  by  economy  of  management  accumulated 
a  fund  from  which  it  has  been  able  for  many  years  to  make 
all  the  improvements  necessary  without  asking  for  an  appro- 
priation. The  Worcester  Hospital  and  Asylum,  and  the 
Dan  vers  Hospital,  are  now  in  condition  to  do  the  same, — 
these  three  establishments  having  in  the  aggregate,  Jan.  1, 
1885,  a  surplus  of  nearly  $150,000,  including  the  invested 
fund  at  Worcester. 

The  results  of  treatment  at  Northampton  differ  materially 
from  those  at  the  new  hospitals  and  at  Taunton ;  the  num- 
ber of  recent  cases  being  so  small  that  few  recoveries  can 
be  expected.  Among  the  persons  admitted  last  year  (131) 
only  57  had  been  insane  less  than  a  year ;  and  in  the  year 
preceding  there  were  but  03  such  cases  among  142  persons 
admitted.  There  were  therefore  only  120  recent  cases  in 
the  two  years,  —  less  than  are  now  admitted  at  Taunton  in 
a  single  year,  and  but  little  more  than  a  third  of  the  number 
admitted  at  Danvers,  where,  in  the  same  two  years,  535  cases 
of  recent  insanity  are  reported.  The  whole  number  of  per- 
sons at  Northampton  was  594,  or  4  less  than  in  1883  ;  the 
recoveries  were  25,  and  the  deaths   25.     Few  persons  were 
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transferred  to  or  from  this  hospital  during  the  year,  and  its 
average  number  has  been  463  as  against  467  in  1883.  The 
average  weekly  cost  of  the  two  years  has  varied  but  little, — 
beinsT$3.30  in  1883  and  $3.32  in  1884. 


5.     The  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital. 

Superintendent,  —  Dr.  W.  B.  Goldsmith. 

This  hospital  continues  to  increase  its  surplus  (which  is 
now  more  than  $50,000),  in  consequence  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  its  inmates.  The  whole  number  of  patients  during 
the  year  1883-4  was  1,234 ;  the  average  number  705;  the 
average  weekly  cost,  about  $3.30.  The  number  remaining  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1884,  was  718  ;  of  whom  348  were  men, 
and  370  women.  These  figures  show  a  decrease  since  1883, 
at  the  same  date,  of  17  women,  while  the  men  have  increased 
by  14,  —  yet  the  women  remained  in  excess,  notwithstanding 
many  transfers  to  Tewksbury.  This  surplus  of  women 
occurs  constantly  at  Danvers,  as  at  most  of  the  hospitals, 
and  has  been  due  there  to  the  commitments  from  Boston  and 
other  cities  which  have  more  women  than  men  in  their  pop- 
ulation. Of  the  cases  admitted  at  Danvers  in  1884,  265 
were  women,  or  3  less  than  in  1883,  while  265  wrere  men, 
or  44  more  men  than  in  1883  ;  yet  among  the  whole  number 
of  different  persons  during  the  year,  only  592  were  men, 
while  642  were  women.  In  the  preceding  year,  out  of  1,131 
persons,  532  were  men,  and  599  women.  No  other  hospital 
shows  such  a  constant  majority  of  women  among  the  patients 
admitted.  Danvers  is  also  remarkable  for  the  number  of 
patients  of  foreign  parentage  received ;  since  out  of  523 
known  cases  in  1884,  only  205  were  of  American  parentage, 
while  193  were  of  Irish  parentage,  and  318  of  foreign  par- 
entage, including  the  Irish.  Of  these  admissions,  241  were 
from  Suffolk  County,  158  from  Essex  and  110  from  Middle- 
sex, and  461  of  the  whole  number  were  from  cities  or  large 
towns.  The  recoveries  during  the  year  were  96,  and  the 
deaths  101.  Of  the  reported  recoveries  in  1884,  84  were 
upon  first  admissions,  while  of  the  reported  deaths  93  wrere 
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upon  first  admissions  ;  and  in  four  years  past  the  aggregate 
recoveries  upon  first  admissions  at  Danvers  have  been  but 
353,  while  the  aggregate  deaths  upon  first  admissions  have 
been  364.  This  shows  that  in  this  newest  of  the  State  hos- 
pitals, which  receives  more  recent  cases  than  any  other,  the 
possible  recoveries  are  less  than  half  of  those  admitted  for  the 
first  time  ;  and  the  actual  recoveries  are  much  fewer.  In  the 
five  years  since  these  statistics  began,  there  have  been  1,976 
first  admissions  at  Danvers,  and  only  554  recoveries  in  all ; 
so  that,  if  we  supposed  these  were  all  the  result  of  first  ad- 
missions, the  percentage  of  recoveries  would  be  only  31.  It 
is  not  probable  that  the  percentage  of  permanent  recoveries 
at  Danvers  was  more  than  25.  In  this  same  period  of  five 
years,  383  cases  of  paresis  have  been  received  at  all  the  hos- 
pitals, 266  of  which  have  already  died;  and  of  these,  218 
cases  and  135  deaths  occurred  at  Danvers.  This  is  the  most 
remarkable  exhibit  of  this  disease,  in  so  short  a  time,  that 
any  Massachusetts  hospital,  perhaps  any  American  hospital, 
has  afforded.  It  may  be  that  the  diagnosis  at  Danvers  indi- 
cates cases  as  paretic  which  would  elsewhere  be  differently 
described ;  but  the  great  majority  of  the  Danvers  paretics 
must  be  regarded  as  genuine  cases.  At  all  the  hospitals 
named  in  Table  XXII.,  91  paretics  were  admitted  last  year, 
and  67  died.  It  is  not  likely  that  this  number,  which  a  few 
years  ago  would  have  been  considered  enormous,  will  be 
diminished  in  future  years,  but  rather  increased. 

The  medical  staff  at  Danvers,  as  in  former  years,  is  large 
and  efficient,  and  the  medical  records  are  more  complete  and 
valuable  than  at  any  other  State  hospital.  No  appointment 
of  a  woman  as  physician  under  the  new  law  has  been 
necessary,  and  only  one  woman  has  been  added  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees ;  for  a  woman  has  acted  in  each  of  these  capaci- 
ties at  Danvers  for  some  years.  Dr.  H.  R.  Stedman,  the 
first  assistant  and  at  different  times  acting  superintendent, 
resigned  his  position  in  July  last,  and  has  opened  a  private 
asylum  near  Boston. 

The  large  surplus  at  Danvers  makes  needless  any  appro- 
priation for  current  expenses,  or  to   improve  the  buildings  ; 
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and  if  any  additions  are  to  be  made,  they  should  be  paid  for 
from  this  surplus,  as  is  done  at  Northampton  and  Worcester. 

6.     The  Tewksbury  Asylum. 

The  number  of  insane  persons  in  the  Tewksbury  Asylum 
has  increased.  There  were  during  the  year  344  patients, 
the  average  number  being  260 ;  there  were  no  recoveries, 
but  17  deaths.  The  inmates  are  nearly  all  women,  who  have 
been  transferred  from  the  State  hospitals  ;  but  occasionally 
an  inmate  of  the  State  Almshouse,  admitted  there  as  sane,  is 
found  to  be  insane,  and  transferred  to  the  asylum.  The  pa- 
tients are  no  longer  all  State  paupers,  — a  considerable  num- 
ber, for  whom  settlements  have  been  found,  boarding  there 
at  the  expense  of  Boston.  They  are  generally  more  robust 
than  the  patients  in  the  Chronic  Asylum  at  Worcester,  but 
belong  to  the  same  general  class  ;  and  this  fact,  together 
with  the  care  in  their  treatment,  explains  the  small  number 
of  deaths  among  them.  The  low  death-rate  in  recent  years 
is  in  marked  contrast  with  that  which  prevailed  among  the 
insane  at  Tewksbury  in  1875,  and  the  years  preceding, 
before  the  medical  supervision  of  the  asylum  inmates  was 
well  organized.  In  1875  there  occurred  58  deaths  among 
410  insane  patients ;  in  1876,  when  the  medical  staff  was 
reorganized,  there  were  but  38  deaths  among  365  insane 
persons;  in  1877  the  deaths  fell  to  21,  and  in  1878  to  25, 
among,  respectively,  338  and  318  insane  persons;  in  1879 
(the  medical  care  becoming  better  year  by  year)  there 
were  but  16  deaths  among  256  insane  inmates ;  in  1880 
but  8  deaths  among  266  insane  inmates;  in  1881  but  6 
deaths  among  305  patients ;  in  1882  there  were  25  deaths 
among  317  patients  ;  in  1883,  16  deaths  among  294  patients  ; 
and  in  1884,  17  deaths  among  344  patients.  This  is  about 
one-third  of  the  death-rate  nine  years  before.  The  number 
of  attendants  is  now  sufficient ;  the  insane  are  better  fed 
and  clothed  than  formerly,  and  do  much  more  work.  Under 
the  Medical  Superintendent,  Dr.  Fisher,  a  record  is  kept  of 
their  restraint,  seclusion,  etc.,  and  their  whole  treatment 
is  more  svstematic.     It  is  the  intention    of  the    Board  to 
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increase  the  number  here,  'as  soon  as  it  can  conveniently  be 
clone,  and  to  relieve  the  crowded  wards  at  Taunton  and 
Dan  vers. 

7.     The  Westborough  Hospital. 

Superintendent. 

This  establishment  exists  by  law,  but  has  not  yet  been 
occupied  by  patients,  — the  buildings  assigned  to  it  by  the  Act 
of  1884  (chapter  322)  having  been  used  by  the  Lyman  School 
and  the  State  Workhouse  until  the  close  of  the  year.  This 
is  the  first  homoeopathic  hospital  for  the  insane  established 
in  New  England ;  but  such  hospitals  exist  in  New  York, 
Michigan,  and  perhaps  other  States.  The  act  creating  it  is 
as  follows  :  — 

[Chap.  322.] 
An  Act  to  establish  a  Homceopathic   Hospital  for  the  Insane. 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  There  shall  be  established  at  Westborough,  in  the 
buildings  now  occupied  by  the  State  Reform  School,  a  state 
hospital  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  insane,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  medicine  known  as  the  homoeopathic,  and  it  shall  be 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital. 

Sect.  2.  There  shall  be  devoted  to  the  control  and  use  of  said 
hospital  all  the  lands  and  buildings  thereon  now  belonging  to  the 
State  Reform  School  and  situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  town 
road,  and  westerly  of  a  direct  line  drawn  from  the  junction  of  the 
driveway  leading  from  the  public  road  to  the  main  buildings,  so 
called,  to  a  point  fifty  feet  south-easterly  of  a  large  pine  tree  stand- 
ing near  the  shore  of  the  lake  between  the  farm  barn  and  the 
building  known  as  the  ice-house  :  provided,  that  said  division  line 
may  be  varied  in  its  course  or  differently  located  if  the  trustees  of 
the  State  Reform  School  and  the  authorities  of  the  lunatic  hospital 
mutually  so  determine. 

Sect.  3.  The  government  of  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital 
shall  be  vested  in  a  board  of  seven  trustees  appointed  and  com- 
missioned by  the  governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
council,  subject  to  removal  only  for  sufficient  cause,  five  of  whom 
shall  be  men  and  two  of  whom  shall  be  women,  and  the  term  of 
office  for  all  the  trustees  shall   be  five  years,  but  of  those  first 
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appointed,  one  member  shall  hold  office  for  five  years,  two  for  four 
3^ears,  one  for  three  years,  two  for  two  years  and  one  for  one  year, 
from  the  first  Wednesday  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty- four,  and  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  each 
succeeding  }Tear  one  or  more  members  shall  be  appointed  for  five 
years  to  fill  the  vacancy  or  vacancies  then  occurring. 

Sect.  4.  The  trustees  of  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital 
shall  be  a  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  taking  and  holding  to 
them  and  their  successors,  in  trust  for  the  Commonwealth,  any 
grant  or  devise  of  lands,  and  an}T  donation  or  bequest  of  money 
or  other  personal  property  made  for  the  use  of  the  institution  of 
which  they  are  trustees,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  and 
investing  the  proceeds  thereof,  in  notes  or  bonds  secured  by  good 
and  sufficient  mortgages  or  other  securities,  with,  all  the  powers 
neces^a^  to  carry  said  purposes  into  effect.  And  they  shall  have 
authority  to  expend  any  donation  or  bequest,  or  any  part  of  the 
same,  in  the  erection  of  new  buildings  on  the  land  belonging  to 
the  hospital :  provided,  that  all  such  buildings  shall  belong  to  the 
hospital  and  be  managed  as  a  part  thereof. 

Sect.  5.  The  trustees  of  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital  shall 
have  and  exercise  the  same  powers  and  duties  as  are  prescribed  in 
the  eighty-seventh  chapter  of  the  Public  Statutes  and  all  existing 
acts  in  addition  thereto  and  modification  thereof,  and  all  the  pro- 
visions of  said  chapter  and  the  acts  in  addition  thereto  and  modi- 
fication thereof,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  made  applicable,  are 
hereby  extended  and  made  applicable  to  the  management  of  said 
state  insane  hospital  at  Westborough. 

Sect.  6.  The  board  of  trustees  shall  appoint  a  homoeopathic 
physician  and  assistant  plrysicians  and  such  other  officers  and 
agents  of  the  said  corporation  as  they  shall  deem  necessary,  who 
shall  respectively  hold  and  perform  the  duties  pertaining  to  their 
offices  and  agencies  during  the  pleasure  of  said  board,  and  the  said 
board  shall  from  time  to  time  fix  the  salary  of  such  superintending 
physician,  assistant  physicians,  officers  and  agents,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  chapter  eighty-seven  of  the  Public  Statutes. 

Sect.  7.  In  making  commitments  of  insane  persons  according 
to  the  provisions  of  chapter  eighty-seven  of  the  Public  Statutes, 
the  judges  named  in  section  eleven  of  said  chapter  shall  inquire  of 
the  applicants  for  the  commitment  of  any  insane  person,  whether 
it  is  their  desire  that  such  person  should  be  treated  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  medicine   known  as   the  homoeopathic,  and  when  such 
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applicants  answer  in  the  affirmative,  such  insane  persons  shall  be 
committed  to  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital  in  preference  t^ 
any  other  place,  provided  the  said  hospital  is  able  to  receive  them, 
and  such  insane  persons,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  in  number, 
as  may  now  or  hereafter  be  inmates  of  the  state  lunatic  hospitals, 
and  may  desire  the  special  treatment  above-mentioned,  or  for 
whom  such  treatment  may  be  desired  by  the  patient's  family  or  by 
any  person  upon  whose  application  such  insane  person  was  com- 
mitted to  any  state  lunatic  hospital,  may  be  transferred  by  the 
state  board  of  health,  lunacy,  and  charity  to  the  Westborough 
Insane  Hospital,  when  the  same  shall  be  in  readiness  to  receive 
them,  and  any  other  inmates  of  the  state  lunatic  hospitals  may  be 
transferred  to  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospital,  whenever  the 
same  is  in  a  proper  condition  to  receive  them. 

Sect.  8.  The  board  of  trustees  established  by  this  act  shall, 
within  thirty  days  after  its  passage,  be  appointed  and  qualified, 
and  at  or  before  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  afcer  said  appoint- 
ment, shall  submit  to  the  governor  and  council  plans  for  such 
alteration  in  the  buildings  assigned  to  the  Westborough  Insane 
Hospital  and  such  additions  thereto,  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary 
to  fit  them  for  the  residence  of  three  hundred  and  twent}T-five  pa- 
tients, and  of  the  ptrysicians  and  other  officers  and  attendants  who 
shall  care  for  such  patients,  and  upon  the  approval  of  said  plans 
by  the  governor  and  council,  the  said  trustees  shall  proceed  at 
once  to  make  contracts  with  the  lowest  responsible  bidders  for  the 
alteration  and  repair  of  the  buildings  aforesaid  and  for  necessary 
additions  thereto,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sect.  9.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  buildings  in  the  manner 
provided  for  in  section  eight,  the  trustees  of  the  Westborough 
Insane  Hospital  shall  give  notice  to  the  governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, who  shall  make  proclamation  that  upon  a  given  day  the 
said  asylum  will  be  open  for  the  reception  of  patients ;  and  there- 
after the  judges  authorized  to  commit  insane  persons  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  commit,  and  the  state  board  of  health,  lunacy,  and 
charity  shall  proceed  to  transfer,  insane  persons  of  the  class  men- 
tioned in  section  seven  of  this  act,  and  patients  so  committed  and 
transferred  shall  be  supported  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  pro- 
vided in  sections  thirty-one,  thirty-two,  thirty-three  and  thirty-four 
of  chapter  eighty  seven  of  the  Public  Statutes. 

Sect.  10.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.  [Ap- 
proved June  5,  1884. 
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The  Trustees  appointed  in  July,  1884,  are,  —  Charles  R. 
Coclman,  Barnstable  ;  Henry  S.  Russell,  Milton  ;  Mrs.  P. 
J.  Leonard,  Bridgewater  ;  Lucius  G.  Pratt,  Newton  ;  Archi- 
bald H.  Grimke,  Hyde  Park ;  Mrs.  Emily  Talbot,  Boston ; 
Francis  A.  Dewson,  Newton. 

They  have  submitted  to  the  Governor,  as  required  bylaw, 
plans  for  remodelling  and  extending  the  buildings  at  West- 
borough,  and  expect  to  have  some  part  of  these  ready  for 
patients  by  Oct.  1,  1885. 


II.    Municipal  and  Private  Asylums. 

8.  The  Boston  Hospital. 

9.  The  Ipswich  Receptacle. 

These  two  establishments  are  all  that  remain  of  the 
"  county  receptacles"  authorized  by  law  for  the  chronic  and 
dangerous  insane  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  when  many  insane 
persons  were  kept  in  prison  for  restraint.  There  have  been 
three  such  receptacles, — in  Suffolk,  Essex  and  Middlesex 
counties.  The  first  became,  in  1839,  the  Boston  Lunatic 
Hospital,  and  has  always  stood  near  the  House  of  Correction 
at  South  Boston;  the. second  occupies  the  western  wing  ot 
the  Ipswich  House  of  Correction ;  the  third  was  long  since 
abandoned.  The  Ipswich  Receptacle  is  an  old-fashioned,  ill- 
arranged  pauper  asylum,  in  which  are  also  supported  a  few 
private  patients.  Its  patients  numbered  62  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  73  during  the  year,  and  53  at  its  close.  There 
were  3  recoveries  and  11  deaths  ;  46  of  those  remaining  are 
town  and  city  patients  from  Essex  County  and  7  are  private 
patients.  The  average  number  is  smaller  than  formerly  ; 
the  standard  of  treatment  much  below  the  State  hospitals  ; 
the  death-rate  higher  than  at  the  Worcester  Asylum,  and  high 
for  a  similar  reason.  Many  of  the  patients  at  Ipswich  have 
been  kept  for  awhile  in  the  town  almshouses  until  they 
became  too  troublesome,  and  most  of  them  belong  to  the 
pauper  class.  When  the  Salem  Asylum  shall  be  opened, 
some  of  the  Ipswich  patients  will  be  removed  there. 


1885.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT— No.  17.  xcvii 

THE    BOSTON    HOSPITAL. 

The  patients  in  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital  were  194  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1884,  and  the  average  for  the  past  year 
is  reported  at  196.  It  began  the  year  with  187  patients  and 
had  296  during  the  year,  closing  with  194.  The  recoveries 
were  27  :  the  deaths  37.  The  death-rate  at  this  hospital  has 
commonly  been  high.  No  State  patients  are  now  maintained 
there,  although  at  one  time,  before  the  opening  of  the 
Northampton  Hospital,  about  100  State  patients  were  kept  at 
South  Boston.  Of  those  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year 
(Oct.  1,  1884),  nearly  all  were  residents  of  Boston,  and 
city  patients  ;  but  16  were  supported  by  their  friends.  The 
old  hospital  buildings  have  been  improved  and  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  separate  dining-rooms,  so  that  they  now 
afford  a  more  comfortable  home  to  the  patients  than  formerly. 
This  hospital  receives  ten  times  as  many  "  emergency  cases  " 
as  any  other;  and  in  proportion  to  its  admissions,  more 
recent  cases  than  any  other  except  the  McLean  Asylum. 
The  average  cost  of  patients  is  greater  than  in  the  State 
hospitals  by  reason  of  the  small  number ;  being  reported  for 
the  last  official  year  at  $5.89  per  week,  with  a  net  cost  to 
the  city  of  Boston  of  $5.34  per  week. 

Other  cities  besides  Boston  have  established  asylums  for 
their  insane  poor,  and  such  asylums  relieve  the  State  hospi- 
tals in  some  degree  from  the  pressure  of  patients.  As  in 
former  years,  some  hundreds  of  the  insane  poor  are  kept  in 
the  local  almshouses  ;  and  most  of  these  almshouse  insane 
are  harmless.  There  are  hundreds  of  harmless  insane 
patients  in  the  hospitals  who,  in  respect  to  the  safety  of 
other  persons,  might  as  well  be  in  the  local  almshouses. 
The  whole  number  of  persons  strictly  insane  reported  by  the 
towns  and  cities  in  1884,  did  not  exceed  3,000,  and  of  these, 
not  more  than  660  were  in  almshouses.  There  are,  there- 
fore, two  of  the  six  State  hospitals  and  asylums  that  each 
contain  more  than  all  the  city  and  town  almshouses  taken 
together,  there  being  about  770  patients  at  the  new  Worces- 
ter hospital,  650  at  Taunton  and  700  at  Danvers.  The  num- 
ber in  these  almshouses  and  local  asylums  is  increasing, 
however,  and  will  soon  exceed  those  in  any  hospital. 
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10.     The  Almshouse  Asylums. 

Whenever  the  almshouses  contain  insane  persons,  they 
must  be  regarded  as  asylums,  so  far  as  those  persons  are 
concerned.  The  fourteen  counties  of  Massachusetts  are  very 
unequally  supplied  with  town  and  city  almshouses ;  there 
being  1 1  in  Barnstable  County,  which  contains  15  towns  ;  7 
in  Berkshire,  with  32  towns  ;  18  in  Bristol,  with  19  towns  ; 
1  in  Dukes,  with  6  towns  ;  25  in  Essex,  with  35  towns  ;  13 
in  Franklin,  with  26  towns  ;  7  in  Hampden,  with  22  towns  ; 
8  in  Hampshire,  with  23  towns  ;  44  in  Middlesex,  with  54 
towns  ;  1  in  Nantucket ;  19  in  Norfolk,  with  25  towns  ;  21 
in  Plymouth,  with  27  towns  ;  4  in  Suffolk,  with  4  towns  (all, 
however,  in  the  city  of  Boston)  ;  and  51  in  Worcester,  with 
58  towns,  —  nearly  230  almshouses  either  owned  or  counte- 
nanced by  the  overseers  in  the  347  cities  and  towns  of  the 
State.  But  these  are  found  in  only  227  towns  and  cjties, 
although  ten  or  twelve  other  towns  make  use  of  almshouses 
situated  beyond  their  own  limits,  for  portion  of  their  poor. 
About  110  cities  and  towns  support  their  poor  without  the 
use  of  any  almshouse,  either  their  own  or  that  of  any  other 
town.  Several  of  the  towns  are  about  to  build  almshouses, 
while  others  are  ceasing  to  use  theirs  ;  on  the  whole,  the 
number  of  almshouses  gains  as  the  number  of  towns  in- 
creases. Of  these  almshouses,  that  which  has  been  the 
longest  occupied  is  at  Newburyport,  which  has  been  used 
continuously  since  1793  ;  but  there  are  ^several  other  older 
houses,  though  more  recently  purchased  by  the  towns  using 
them.  Nearly  50  have  been  built  within  twenty  years, 
besides  many  rebuilt  or  largely  repaired  within  that  time. 
Even  places  of  large  population  are  slow  to  rebuild  or  re- 
model their  almshouses  ;  so  that  several  cities  have  establish- 
ments unsuitable  for  their  needs,  both  as  regards  size  and 
comfort.  This  is  true  of  Newburyport,  Lynn,  Fall  Eiver 
and  some  other  cities ;  while  Chelsea,  Holyoke  and  Somer- 
ville  have  no  almshouses  at  all,  though  in  these  three  cities 
there  is  now  a  population  above  90,000.  Boston  has  sev- 
eral almshouses  for  distinct  classes  of  its  poor,  the  different 
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ages  and  sexes  being  separated  there  ;  but  few  of  the  build- 
ings are  new,  and  none  of  them  are  used  for  the  insane. 
There  are  100  small  towns,  also,  that  maintain  all  their  in- 
sane in  hospitals  and  asylums,  as  Boston  does  ;  and  there 
are  comparatively  few  cities  or  towns  that  keep  more  insane 
persons  in  their  almshouses  than  at  the  hospitals.  There  is 
a  growing  tendency  among  towns,  however,  and  especially 
among  cities,  to  support  their  insane  within  their  own  limits, 
and  withdraw  them,  when  feasible,  from  the  hospitals. 
Under  proper  safeguards,  this  is  to  be  encouraged  ;  and  the 
boarding  out  of  the  insane  poor,  as  practised  in  Scotland, 
and  described  by  Dr.  Stedman,  in  his  paper  annexed  to  this 
Eeport,  is  also  desirable,  when  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to 
the  community,  and  for  the  good  of  the  patient.  About  fifty 
cases  of  this  practice  are  mentioned  by  the  Inspector  of  Char- 
ities, in  his  reports  of  town  visitation ;  some  of  them  satis- 
factory, and  a  few  highly  objectionable. 

This  visitation,  undertaken  by  the  Board  chiefly  to  ascer- 
tain and  put  on  record  the  condition  of  the  insane  in  the  local 
asylums  and  almshouses,  is  a  continuance  of  similar  visita- 
tions made  in  1880,  and  subsequent  years,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Inspector,  but  has  been  more  complete  than  any 
before  attempted.  It  has  disclosed  the  facts  in  regard  to 
the  insane  poor  in  all  parts  of  the  State  more  fully  than  they 
could  be  known  hitherto,  and  the  result  is  stated  in  the 
Appendix.  Some  instances  have  been  found  of  neglect  and 
improper  treatment,  and,  of  course,  there  are  many  persons 
in  charge  of  these  insane  men  and  women  who  do  not  know 
the  best  methods  of  caring  for  them.  A  few  observations, 
based  upon  the  records  of  this  investigation  (which  arc  much 
more  extended  than  it  seemed  necessary  to  publish)  may 
here  be  submitted. 

The  Insane  in  Almshouse  Asylums. 

It  is  plain  that  the  care  of  the  chronic  insane, wherever 
they  may  be,  requires  experience  and  good  judgment,  as 
well  as  kindness  of  heart  and  general  capacity.  These  qual- 
ities, though  often  found  in  the  keepers  of  our  almshouses, 
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ought  not  to  be  expected  for  the  meagre  salaries  too  often 
paid  by  the  towns;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  should  not 
be  required  that  a  small  and  poor  town  should  go  to  great 
cost  in  hiring  attendants  for  this  purpose.  The  true  method 
would  seem  to  be  for  the  cities  to  establish  chronic  asylums, 
under  good  medical  direction,  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
inmates  to  warrant  the  payment  of  good  salaries  to  compe- 
tent attendants,  and  that  the  towns  in  the  neighborhood  of 
each  city  should  send  their  insane  to  board  at  such  asylums, 
if  they  cannot  be  boarded  in  families  nearer  home.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  four  or  five  towns  might  unite  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  common  almshouse,  in  one  ward  of  which,  or  in 
a  separate  building,  the  chronic  insane  might  be  sheltered 
and  cared  for  by  persons  of  experience.  It  is  quite  feasible 
to  take  either  of  these  courses,  as  may  be  found  expedient 
in  any  locality  ;  and  the  system  thus  inaugurated  would  soon 
relieve  the  crowded  hospitals.  Our  present  laws  permit  this 
method  to  be  followed,  and  we  would  recommend  it,  keeping 
all  such  almshouses  and  asylums  under  State  supervision. 

Wherever  the  chronic  insane  poor  can  be  boarded  or  kept 
in  small  asylums,  near  to  their  friends  and  relatives,  there 
are  many  reasons  for  doing  this.  They  can  see  their  friends 
oftener,  can  receive  some  aid  from  them,  and,  in  many  cases, 
their  relatives  can  be  induced  to  care  for  them  and  relieve 
the  public,  at  least  in  part,  from  the  burden  of  their  support. 
It  is  now  generally  recognized  that  the  greater  liberty  an  in- 
sane person  can  have,  consistent  with  his  comfort  and  the 
security  of  others,  the  better  for  him.  Such  liberty  can  be 
granted  more  easily  in  an  almshouse  or  small  asylum,  than 
in  a  great  hospital ;  and  this  sometimes  leads  to  a  substan- 
tial recovery,  in  what  had  been  thought  a  hopeless  case.  It 
is  well  to  secure  this  result,  wherever  feasible,  since  it  can 
be  done  without  impairing  at  all  the  good  results  of  our  hos- 
pitals. Indeed,  the  hospitals  would  do  their  own  work  bet- 
ter, if  the  ."  almshouse  cases,"  a  well  understood  term,  were 
all  removed  from  their  wards,  and  room  left  for  those  pa- 
tients who  ought  not  to  go  to  an  almshouse.      In  regard  to 
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this  whole  subject,  Dr.  Goldsmith,  of  the  Danvers  hospital, 
makes  the  following  remarks  in  his  last  report :  — 

A  small  number  of  carefully  selected  patients  can  probably  be 
boarded  out  in  private  families.  The  class  of  families  which  are 
suitable  to  care  for  such  charges  in  this  country  are  usually  not  to 
be  tempted  by  the  small  rate  paid  for  dependent  patients  ;  but  it 
would  be  economical  for  the  State  to  increase  this  rate  for  main- 
tenance, if  necessary,  as  all  expense  for  construction  is  avoided 
with  the  cases  so  provided  for.  Though  any  beginning  in  this  di- 
rection would  be  small,  if  cases  were  carefully  selected  and  the 
system  judiciously  pushed,  the  practice  would  be  likely  to  spread 
from  family  to  family  ;  and  I  have  little  doubt,  that,  after  a  few 
years,  several  hundred  of  the  insane  would  be  found  thus  cared  for, 
economically  on  the  part  of  the  State,  and  comfortably  for  them- 
selves. This  has  been  the  case  in  Scotland,  where  about  sixteen 
hundred  insane  people  are  so  supported ;  and,  though  it  is  obvious 
to  anyone  who  has  investigated  the  subject,  that  the  conditions 
here  are  vastly  less  favorable  than  there,  they  are  not,  in  my  opin- 
ion, so  unfavorable  as  to  make  an  attempt  undesirable.  Two  things 
are,  however,  essential, —  a  judicious  selection  of  cases,  and  sys- 
tematic supervision  by  an  expert.  This  method  of  care  has  been 
found  better  adapted  to  women  than  men,  and  would  be  particular- 
ly a  boon  to  those  of  advanced  years,  whom  physical  infirmity  is 
likely  to  keep  near  their  home ;  as  it  is  often  noticeable  that  old 
people,  who  have  been  long  wonted  to  an  uneventful  routine  of 
life  about  their  own  firesides,  are  rendered  unhappy,  and  their 
lives  shortened,  by  the  rigorous  system  of  a  large  hospital,  which 
they  cannot  adapt  themselves  to.  The  placing  of  patients  in  fami- 
lies might  be  immediately  under  the  direction  of  the  officers  of  the 
State  Board,  or  could  be  given  to  trustees  of  hospitals  for  patients 
under  their  charge.  The  care  of  the  insane  by  large  towns  in 
buildings  of  their  own,  which  is  now  practised  to  some  extent, 
seems  also  proper  for  certain  cases.  This  is  particularly  true 
where  the  number  of  patients  of  suitable  class  for  such  treatment 
is  sufficient  to  enable  the  town  to  give  a  hospital  organization  to 
some  department  of  its  almshouse,  which  can  be  adapted  to  those 
demented  and  broken-down  cases  who  need  only  to  be  kept  clean 
and  fed.  Experience  shows,  however,  that  the  average  standard 
of  care  in  such  places  is  shamefully  low,  unless  the}r  are  under 
vigilant  expert  supervision,  and  I  do  not  consider  a  department  of 
an  almshouse  a  proper  place  for  the  treatment  of  any,  except  harm- 
less, demented  and  imbecile  cases. 
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11-16.  Pkivate  Asylums. 
Of  a  very  different  class  from  the  almshouse  asylums  just 
mentioned  are  the  six  private  asylums  in  the  State,  includ- 
ing the  oldest,  at  Somerville,  which  is  only  private  in  the 
sense  of  belonging  to  a  corporation,  and  not  to  the  State  or 
any  of  its  municipalities.  These  establishments  admit  no 
paupers,  and  are  chiefly  occupied  by  persons  of  wealth,  or 
with  wealthy  friends,  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  the  more 
expensive  treatment  which  they  furnish.  The  lowest  weekly 
rates  in  these  private  asylums  are  above  all  but  the  highest 
in  the  State  hospitals,  and  the  average  rate  probably  exceeds 
$20  a  week.  Two  of  those  lately  existing  —  Dr.  Howe's  at 
Pepperell  and  Dr.  Mead's  at  Roxbury —  have  been  discon- 
tinued within  two  years,  while  a  new  one  in  West  Roxbury 
has  been  licensed  and  opened  by  Dr.  H.  R.  Stedman,  and 
another  is  proposed  at  Tyngsborough  near  Lowell.  Naming 
those  in  existence,  in  the  order  of  date,  they  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  — 

11.  The  McLean  Asylum  at  Somerville,  opened  in  1818, 
as  a  branch  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  in 
Boston. 

12.  Dr.  Thompson's  Asylum  at  Northampton  ("  Shady 
Lawn")  opened  in  1874. 

13.  Dr.  Bemis's  Asylum  ("  Herbert  Hall")  at  Worces- 
ter, opened  in  1874. 

14.  The  Doctors  Russell's  Asylum  ("  The  Highlands") 
at  Winchenclon,  opened  in  1879. 

15.  Dr.  Channing's  Asylum  at  Brookline,  opened  in 
1879. 

16.  Dr.  Stedman's  Asylum  ("  Woodbourne")  at  West 
Roxbury,  opened  in  August,  1884. 

11.     The  McLean  Asylum. 

Superintendent,  —  Dr.  Edward  Cowles. 

This  was  the  first  hospital  for  the  insane  in  Massachusetts  ; 
and  for  fifteen  years,  from  1818  to  1833,  when  the  old 
Worcester  Hospital  was  opened,  held  a  very  important  posi- 
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tion  among  our  charities.  Since  then,  until  recently,  it  has 
furnished  few  patients  to  the  State  hospitals  by  transfer. 
Under  the  law  of  1880,  however  (Public  Statutes,  chap.  79, 
sect.  13),  the  transfer  of  patients  to  and  from  Somerville 
has  become  more  frequent ;  some  chronic  cases  being 
removed  from  the  McLean  Asylum  to  the  State  hospitals, 
in  order  to  make  room  for  more  recent  cases,  or  for  other 
reasons.  This  Board  also  holds  the  power  of  outright  dis- 
charge from  this  asylum,  as  from  others,  but  has  never  had 
occasion  to  exercise  it.  Table  XVIII.  in  the  appendix  gives 
concisely  the  transactions  of  the  McLean  Asylum  for  the 
year  ending  Oct.  1,  1884  ;  while  Table  XX.  and  those  which 
follow,  give  transactions  somewhat  differently  classified,  for 
the  year  on  which  its  Trustees  report,  — from  January  1883, 
to  January,  1884.  Thus  in  Table  XVIII.  the  whole  num- 
ber of  patients  appears  as  284,  the  recoveries  as  36,  and  the 
deaths  as  21 ;  while  in  Table  XX  the  whole  number  is  270, 
the  recoveries  37,  and  the  deaths  17.  A  comparison  of 
these  statistics  for  five  years  will  show  that  the  Somerville 
Asylum  has  been  increasing  its  admissions,  and  still  more 
its  first  admissions, — which  in  1880  were  33,  in  1881,  38, 
in  1882,  59,  in  1883,  72,  and  in  1884,  86.  The  recoveries 
naturally  followed  in  the  same  line  of  increase,  — 11  in 
1880,  18  in  1881,  23  in  1882,  30  in  1883,  and  36  in  1884. 
The  deaths  also  have  increased,  though  not  so  regularly,  — 
being  7  in  1880,  13  in  1881,  11  in  1882,  11  in  1883,  and  21 
in  1884.  Wherever  recent  cases  are  numerous,  recoveries 
and  deaths  will  also  be  many,  and  this  should  be  expected. 
The  recoveries  have  also  been  promoted,  perhaps,  by  the 
large  number  of  voluntary  admissions  at  Somerville,  already 
referred  to.  There  have  been  50  admissions  of  this  kind  in 
the  calendar  year  1884,  covering  46  persons  ;  the  Avhole 
number  of  persons  voluntarily  admitted  here  since  1881 
having  been  87,  and  the  admissions  of  cases  97.  Out  of  61 
persons  voluntarily  admitted  to  all  the  hospitals  during  the 
calendar  year  1884,  46,  or  three  fourths,  were  received  at 
Somerville,  of  whom  23  remained  Dec.  31, 1884.  As  already 
stated,  the  whole  number  of   voluntary  admissions  (cases) 
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since  the  law  of  1881  took  effect,  has  been  150  up  to  the 
close  of  the  calendar  year  1884 ;  but  so  many  of  these  cases 
were  re-admissions  that  the  whole  number  of  persons  was 
but  138.  Of  these  persons,  87,  representing  97  cases,  were 
admitted  at  Somerville. 

The  treatment  at  the  Asylum  has  been  improved  by  Dr. 
Cowles,  although  the  standard  was  high  before ;  and  conse- 
quently th.e  weekly  cost  has  risen,  in  spite  of  the  increase  in 
the  average  number,  which  was  155  in  1880,  and  163  in 
1884.  There  are  always  mote  women  than  men  here  ;  and 
the  majority  of  the  patients,  as  elsewhere,  are  cases  of 
chronic  insanity.  There  is  very  little  restraint  and  seclu- 
sion, and  more  amusement  and  occupation  than  at  the  larger 
hospitals, — -though  the  patients  perform  little  labor.  The 
average  hospital  residence  here  is  double  that  at  Taunton 
and  Worcester,  and  treble  that  at  Danvers,  — but  less  than 
at  Northampton,  Tewksbury,  or  the  Worcester  Asylum. 

12-16.      The  Smaller  Private  Asylums. 

Of  the  asylums  that  are  strictly  private,  Dr.  Eussell's 
receives  the  most  patients  in  a  year,  Dr.  Bemis's  next,  and 
Dr.  Stedman's,  thus  far,  the  fewest.  The  whole  number  at 
all  (including  Dr.  Howe's,  which  closed  October  1),  was 
less  than  90 ;  while  the  recoveries  are  reported  as  9  and  the 
deaths  2.  This  is  a  larger  proportion  of  recoveries,  and  a 
smaller  one  of  deaths  than  occurs  anywhere  else  ;  which  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  since  these  asylums  can  select  their 
patients.  More  than  two-thirds  of  them  were  women,  and 
there  were  few  cases  of  violence  or  excitement  among  them. 
Occasionally  it  is  necessary  to  seclude  a  patient  in  one  of 
these  asylums,  but  not  often ;  and  restraint  is  less  common 
here  than  elsewhere,  though  not  unknown.  A  considerable 
difference  exists  in  the  system  pursued,  the  advantages 
afforded,  and  the  weekly  cost,  at  these  asylums;  but  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  point  out  what  these  are,  since  all  are 
regarded  as  suitable  places  for  such  patients  as  are  sent  to 
them.  Most  of  them  receive  persons  not  strictly  insane,  as 
well  as  those  whom  the  law  requires  to  be  committed.     The 
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Adams  Nervine  Asylum  at  Jamaica  Plain  also  receives 
occasionally  persons  who  become  insane,  and  arc  then 
discharged,  —  that  institution  not  being  intended  for  such 
patients.  These  frequently  enter  the  private  asylums,  and 
sometimes  find  their  way  into  the  public  hospitals. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  remaining  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts hospitals  and  asylums,  Jan.  1,  1885,  was  nearly 
3,740,  and  the  number  in  almshouses  and  local  asylums 
something  more  than  660 ;  in  the  aggregate,  therefore, 
about  4,400  insane  persons  in  establishments  of  all  kinds  at 
the  present  time.  There  are,  also,  something  more  than 
50  insane  persons  boarding  in  private  families  at  public 
expense,  and  of  course  many  others  living  in  their  own 
families  or  boarding  at  their  own  expense.  The  classifica- 
tion of  these  4,400  insane  persons  with  respect  to  sex  and 
means  of  support,  will  appear  below.  The  State  hospitals 
and  asylums  contain  3,267  patients,  classified  as  follows  :  — 

Men, 1,492 

Women, 1,775 

Total, 3,207 

State  patients, 992 

Town  patients, 1,931 

Private  patients, 344= 

Total, 3,267 

Since  the  first  of  October  the  sexes  have  been  equalized 
at  the  Danvers  hospital,  and  there  are  now  one  or  two  more 
men  there  than  women.  In  the  municipal  asylums,  Jan.  1, 
1885,  there  were  250  patients,  viz.  :  at  the  Boston  hospital, 
200  patients,  of  whom  97  were  men,  103  women;  188  were 
city  and  town  patients,  and  12  private  patients;  and  at 
Ipswich,  53  patients,  of  whom  34  were  men,  19  women, 
6  private  patients,  and  47  city  and  town  patients.  At  the 
McLean  Asylum  there  were  175  patients,  all  private,  of 
whom  79  were  men  and  96  women,  —  3  men  and  3  women 
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were  then  absent  on  visits.  Among  the  whole  175,  there 
were  31  patients,  — 12  men  and  19  women,  —  who  originally 
sought  admission  as  voluntary  patients ;  but  of  these  8  are 
now  held  under  the  order  of  a  court,  —  4  men  and  4  women. 
The  average  time  in  the  asylum  of  these  31  patients  is  about 
nine  months.  At  the  small  private  asylums  there  were  43 
patients,  all  private,  of  whom  12  were  men  and  31  women. 
In  the  town  almshouses  and  city  asylums,  there  were  260 
men  and  400  women.  In  the  aggregate,  therefore,  there 
were  about  1,974  men  and  2,424  women,  in  all  these  estab- 
lishments on  the  1st  of  January,  1885. 
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PART  FOURTH. 


PUBLIC  CHARITY, 


The  State  poor  of  Massachusetts  are  divided  into  two 
classes  :  the  In-Door  Poor,  or  those  who  are  cared  for  in  the 
State  establishments,  and  the  Out-Door  Poor,  or  those  who 
receive  assistance  in  their  own  homes,  or  elsewhere  outside 
of  the  establishments.  According  to  the  system  of  the 
Board,  as  declared  in  its  by-laws,  the  Superintendent  of  In- 
Door  Poor  executes  all  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to 
State  pauper  inmates  of  the  State  lunatic  hospitals,  alms- 
houses, workhouse  and  reformatories,  and  the  laws  relating 
to  alien  passengers,  and  is  charged  also  with  the  visitation  of 
children  who  are  wards  of  the  State ;  the  Superintendent  of 
Out-Door  Poor  executes  all  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  sick  State  poor  and  those  ill  with  contagious  dis- 
eases, to  the  poor  receiving  temporary  relief  from  the  State, 
and  to  foundlings  and  destitute  infants ;  while  to  the 
Inspector  of  Charities  is  assigned  the  duty  of  inspecting  all 
city  and  town  almshouses,  of  seeing  that  the  statutes  re- 
lating to  the  commitment  and  detention  of  lunatics  are  com- 
plied with,  and  of  exercising  a  constant  watchfulness  over  all 
the  institutions  which  the  Board  is  required  to  supervise. 

In  the  division  of  this  Report  relating  to  Lunacy  will  be 
found  a  full  statement  of  the  number  and  condition  of  that 
portion  of  the  State  poor  who  are  inmates  of  the  lunatic  hos- 
pitals and  asylums ;  and  the  pauper,  immigration  and  other 
tables  in  the  Appendix,  with  the  explanatory  text,  furnish  a 
large  amount  of  statistical  information  relative  to  the  severa 
classes  of  persons  to  whom  they  refer. 
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Immigration. 

During  the  present  official  year,  1883-84,  888  vessels, 
bringing  50,084  passengers,  have  landed  at  the  port  of  Bos- 
ton from  foreign  ports.  Of  the  passengers  so  arriving 
30,065  were  immigrants,  35  of  whom  were  not  permitted  to 
land  for  the  reason  that  they  were  severally,  in  the  language 
of  the  statute,  either  "  lunatics,  idiots,  or  persons  unable  to 
take  care  of  themselves,  without  becoming  a  public  charge." 

During  the  previous  official  year,  1882-83,  the  number  of 
assisted  immigrants  arriving  at  this  port  was  4,922,  all  of 
whom  came  between  April  3  and  July  18.  From  April  9  to 
June  24,  1884,  2,537  of  this  class  arrived  here,  all  by  the 
Allan  Line.  Of  this  whole  number  of  assisted  immigrants, 
7,459  in  all,  119  have  been  returned  to  Ireland  at  an 
expense  of  $1,289. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  Immi- 
gration," passed  August  3*  1882,  it  was  provided,  "That 
there  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  a  duty  of  fifty  cents 
for  each  and  every  passenger,  not  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  come  by  steam  or  sail  vessel  from  a  foreign 
port  to  any  port  within  the  United  States."  It  was  farther 
provided  that  * '  The  said  duty  shall  be  paid  to  the  collector 
of  customs  of  the  port  to  which  such  passenger  shall  come." 
It  was  farther  provided  that  "  The  money  thus  collected 
shall  be  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury,  and  shall  con- 
stitute a  fund  to  be  called  the  immigrant  fund,  and  shall  be 
used,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  defray  the  expense  of  regulating  immigration  under  this 
act,  and  for  the  care  of  immigrants  arriving  in  the  United 
States,  for  the  relief  of  such  as  are  in  distress,  and  for  the 
general   purposes  and  expenses   of  carrying   this  act   into 

effect Provided,  that   no   greater   sum    shall   be 

expended,  for  the  purposes  herein  before  mentioned,  at  any 
port,  than  shall  have  been  collected  at  such  port." 

A  bill  amendatory  to  this  act,  introduced  by  Kepresenta- 
tive  Reed  of  Maine,  and  referred  to  in  the  appended  com- 
munication from  the  Superintendent  of  In-Door  Poor  to  Mr. 
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Long,  representative  of  this  State  in  Congress,  passed  Con- 
gress at  its  late  session,  and  is  now  a  law  of  the  land.  The 
second  bill  referred  to  in  the  same  communication,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Muller,  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon,  but  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  House  Committee  on  Commerce,  of 
which  ex-Governor  Long  of  Massachusetts  is  a  member. 

Boston,  April  29,  1884. 
Hon  John  D.  Long,  Washington^  D.C. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  answer  to  your  favor  of  a  recent  date,  with  which 
you  kindly  forwarded  certain  bills  relating  to  immigration,  I  have 
to  say  that  I  have  dela}red  answer  to  the  same  in  order  that  I 
might  acquaint  myself  with  the  object  the  proposers  of  such  bills 
had  in  view.  Relative  to  the  bill  proposed  by  Mr.  Reed,  I  have  to 
say  that  it  is  evidently  in  the  interests  of  the  international  steam- 
ship companies,  and  against  the  interests  of  this  Commonwealth, 
for  the  reason  that  it  exempts  from  the  provisions  of  the  United 
States  statute  of  1882,  levying  head-money  on  foreign  passengers, 
all  such  passengers  who  arrive  at  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
from  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  or  Prince  Edward  Island  ;  and 
nine-tenths  of  all  such  passengers  arrive  at  the  ports  of  Massachu- 
setts, when  coming  to  the  United  States. 

Inasmuch  as  the  head-money  collected  at  a  given  port  is  reserved 
in  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  support  of  aliens  arriving  at 
that  port,  any  diminution  of  the  receipts  at  the  port  of  Boston 
would  injuriously  affect  the  Commonwealth's  interests. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Muller,  as  amended  by  the  New 
York  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  is  still  more  inimical  to  the 
interests  of  this  State,  for  the  reason  that  it  seeks  to  divert  money 
collected  at  the  ports  of  Massachusetts  and  reserved  in  the  United 
States  Trcasuiy,  under  the  act  of  1882,  for  the  support  of  aliens 
arriving  in  Massachusetts,  to  the  support  of  aliens  so  arriving  at 
the  port  of  New  York,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  of  New  York  to  sec- 
tion 1  of  Muller's  bill.     I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.    C.   WRIGIITINGTON, 

Supt.  In-Door  Poor. 

The  assisted  immigrants,  already  referred  to,  arriving  at 
this  port  by  the  Allan  line  during  the  last  two  official  years, 
were  principally  from  the  counties  of  Galway  and  Mayo. 
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They  consisted  largely  of  families  ;  and  but  a  small  propor- 
tion of  them  could  speak  our  language.  They  were  un- 
skilled in  mechanical  and  manufacturing  labor, — their  pre- 
vious occupations  having  been  fishing  and  farming.  Their 
bodily  condition  at  the  time  of  landing  appeared  good,  but 
the  change  of  climate,  very  naturally,  had  a  depressing  effect 
on  the  system  ;  and  that,  combined  with  homesickness,  and 
the  constant  and  laborious  toil  necessary  for  the  support  of 
themselves  and  families,  caused  many  of  them  to  make  ap- 
plication for  assistance.  The  fact  that  they  were  sent  to 
this  country  without  expense  or  effort  on  their  own  part 
unquestionably  lessened  their  feeling  of  self-reliance,  and 
made  them  the  more  willing  to  depend  upon  the  public  for 
support,  rather  than  upon  their  own  efforts. 
*  Now  these  people  are  members  of  a  considerable  class, 
with  regard  to  whose  transportation  back  to  their  homes  in 
the  Old  World  considerable  difficulty  is  frequently  experi- 
enced. For  it  often  happens  that  the  ship's  surgeon,  whose 
decision  in  the  matter  is  final,  declines  to  receive  returning 
immigrants  on  the  ground  that  they  are  so  sick,  decrepit, 
insane,  or  feeble-minded  as  to  make  extra  care  and  attend- 
ance necessary  during  the  vo}Tagc.  It  follows,  therefore,  that 
a  large  number  of  persons,  for  whom  we  are  thus  prevented 
from  obtaining  transportation,  bcconie  inmates  of  our  alms- 
houses and  hospitals,  —  many  of  them  to  be  life-long  bur- 
dens upon  the  community.  And  so  it  would  seem  to  be 
highly  desirable  that  Congress  should  pass,  at  an  early  day, 
an  amendment  to  the  Act  of  1882,  providing  that,  when  the 
master,  owner,  consignee  or  agent  of  a  vessel  engaged  in  the 
carriage  of  immigrant  passengers  is  tendered  the  usual  or 
established  amount  of  fare  for  the  passage  of  any  person 
who  is  a  public  charge,  and  has  not  been  a  resident  of 
the  United  States  for  the  period  of  five  years,  ■ — this  tender 
being  made  by  a  board,  or  commissioner  or  other  officer 
having  supervision  of  immigration,  —  such  person  shall  be 
received  on  board  such  vessel,  and  conveyed  to  his  des- 
tination. 
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Transportation  . 

The  whole  number  of  paupers  removed  from  the  various 
institutions,  or  transferred  to  town  or  private  account,  was 
3,780;  viz.  :  — 

Out  of  the  United  States, 740 

Out  of  the  State,       ........  1,057 

To  friends, 1,527 

To  town  account, 443 

To  private  account,  .        . 13 

This  is  an  excess  of  500  over  the  similar  account  of  last 
year. 

The  expense  attending  these  removals  and  the  transfer 
between  institutions  was  $14,604.61,  of  which  amount 
$4,017.79  was  charged  to  the  United  States,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  $10,646.82  as  the  net  cost  to  the  State. 

The  transferences  were  made  from  the  following  named 
institutions  ;  viz.  :  — 


From  Danvcrs  Lunatic  Hospital, 

327 

From  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,      . 

110 

From  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  . 

55 

From  Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital, 

23 

From  Asylum  for  Insane  (Tewksbury), 

13 

From  State  Workhouse,    . 

301 

From  State  Primary  School,     . 

58 

From  State  Almshouse,    . 

1,737 

From  Local  Office,    .... 

1,156 

State  Minor  Wards,  and  Children  Boarded  Out. 

On  the  first  day  of  October,  1883,  there  were  1,365  of  the 
State  minor  wards  outside  of  the  several  schools,  and  sub- 
ject to  visitation  in  the  various  localities  in  which  they  had 
been  placed.  To  this  number  there  were  added,  from  time 
to  time,  during  the  year,  362  children,  making  a  total 
of  1,727  wards  subject  to  visitation  by  the  officers  of  the 
Board. 
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During  this  period  there  were  eliminated  from  this  num- 
ber, for  various  causes,  484  persons,  thus  leaving  1,243 
children  in  place  Oct.  1,  188  1, —  a  decrease  of  122  from  that 
of  Oct.  1,  1883.  The  number  of  visits  made  to  these  1,727 
wards  during  the  year  was  2,115,  and  the  number  of  special 
reports  made  on  homes  of  wards,  in  families  with  whom  it 
was  proposed  to  place  children,  or  on  the  children  them- 
selves, was  748.  This  number  of  visits  —  2,115  —  does  not 
include  all  the  visits  made  to  wards,  but  only  such  as  were 
reported  to  the  Department,  for  it  often  happens  that  a  half 
dozen  visits  may  be  made  by  an  auxiliary  visitor  in  as  many 
weeks,  and  only  one  visit  be  reported. 

This  division  of  the  Board's  work  includes  the  immediate 
charge  of  all  children  above  the  age  of  three  years,  placed 
out  from  the  State  schools,  or  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  Board  as  juvenile  offenders  or  neglected  children,  or 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Board  as  dependents.  The  visita- 
tion of  these  wards  is  the  work  of  three  paid  male  visitors, 
one  female  paid  visitor,  and  74  unpaid  female  visitors ;  and 
their  work  is  divided  as  follows  :  The  male  visitors  have 
charge  of  boys  above  ten  years  of  age  ;  the  paid  female 
visitor  cares  for  both  boys  and  girls  placed  at  board,  —  the 
limit  of  age  of  such  children  being  from  three  to  ten  years,  — 
and  the  unpaid  visitors  or  auxiliaries,  look  after  the  interests 
of  all  the  rest.  The  number  of  notices  received  from  courts 
or  magistrates  for  the  trial  of  juvenile  offenders  was  1,697, 
and  for  the  trial  of  neglected  children,  98.  The  number  of 
cases  attended  was,  of  juvenile  offenders,  1,568;  and  of 
neglected  children,  69.  These  trials  resulted  in  the  sentence 
of  135  juveniles  to  the  State  Keform  School,  41  to  the  State 
Industrial  School,  and  46  to  the  custody  of  the  Board.  Of 
the  69  neglected  children,  23  were  committed  to  the  Board's 
custody,  the  rest  being  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  their  places  of  settlement,  or  dis- 
charged. 

Of  those  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Board,  25 
juvenile  offenders  and  15  neglected  children  were  placed 
temporarily  in  the  State  Primary  School ;  3  neglected  chil-  ^ 
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dren  were  placed  at  board  in  families ;  and  21  juvenile 
offenders  and  5  neglected  children  were  placed  in  families 
without  payment  of  board,  or  allowed  to  remain  with  friends 
or  relatives  on  probation.  On  the  first  day  of  October, 
1883,  there  were  72  neglected  children  who  had  been  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  Board,  of  whom  34  were  in  the 
State  Primary  School,  15  at  board  in  families,  3  in  hospitals, 
3  in  the  care  of  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  and  17 
with  friends  or  in  other  families,  without  payment  of  board. 
There  were  committed,  during  the  year,  23  others,  making 
a  total  of  95  neglected  children.  Of  these,  8  have  been 
discharged,  one  has  died,  4  (being  under  three  years  of  age) 
are  under  the  charge  of  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor, 
32  arc  temporarily  placed  in  the  State  Primary  School ;  2  are 
in  other  institutions,  22  at  board,  12  with  friends  and  14  in 
other  families  without  payment  of  board.  There  were,  at 
the  same  date, — Oct.  1,  1883,  —  63  dependent  children  in 
care  of  the  Board,  —  of  whom  25  were  in  the  Primary  School, 
25  at  board,  and  13  with  friends  or  in  families  without  board. 
There  were  added,  during  the  year,  71,  —  making  a  total  of 
134  such  children.  Of  these,  one  died  at  the  Primary 
School,  11  were  discharged,  36  arc  in  the  Primary  School, 
62  arc  at  board  in  families,  and  23  are  with  friends  or  in  fami- 
lies without  payment  of  board.  But  one  death  has  occurred 
among  these  children  taken  in  charge  by  the  Board. 

The  work  in  connection  with  attendance  on  courts,  in  the 
interest  of  juvenile  offenders,  the  investigation  of  homes, 
and  the  visitation  of  State  minor  wards,  has  not  differed 
materially  from  that  of  last  year.  The  attendance  on  courts 
has  slightly  increased,  and  the  investigation  of  homes  has 
slightly  decreased.  The  visitation  of  children  shows  a  large 
increase  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  and 
there  has  been  a  marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  chil- 
dren placed  out.  This  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  depressed 
condition  of  the  labor  market,  which  prompts  employers  to 
husband  their  means,  and  do  with  their  own  hands  many 
things  for  the  performance  of  which  they  would,  under  more 
favorable  circumstances,  seek  hired  assistance. 
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The  plan  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  official 
year  by  which  a  female  visitor  was  employed  to  look  after 
the  interests  of  the  younger  wards  domiciled  in  families,  and 
for  whom  a  small  amount  was  paid  for  their  board,  and  also 
to  seek  homes  for  others  of  the  same  class,  has  worked 
exceedingly  well,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board.  The 
Board  owes  much,  moreover,  to  the  valuable  assistance  of 
the  unpaid  Auxiliary  Visitors  who  have  given  their  services 
in  the  visitation  of  children  and  the  investigation  of  homes. 

The  location  of  the  State  minor  wards  was  as  follows, 
Oct.  1,  1884:  — 


Whole 
K  umber. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


In  Berkshire  County, 
Franklin 

Hampshire  " 

Hampden  " 

Worcester  " 

Middlesex  " 

Essex  " 
Suffolk 

Norfolk  " 

Plymouth  " 

Bristol  "  . 

Barnstable  " 

Dukes  " 

Nantucket  " 

Total  in  Massachusetts,    . 
In  the  State  of  Maine,       . 

"  "  New  Hampshire, 

"  "  Vermont,  . 

Bhode  Island,  . 

"  "  Connecticut, 

Total  in  other  States, 

Total  in  families, 
In  confinement,  or  in  the  Primary  Schools,  or 
in  places  unknown,  Oct.  1,  1881 

Aggregate, 


25 

44 

52 

139 

123 

109 

74 

96 

35 

52 

34 

3 


812 

9 

38 

31 

7 

101 

11 


1,010 
233 


22 
34 
30 
92 
86 
74 
54 
49 
15 
24 
47 
10 
3 


1,243 


546 

5 

24 

22 

5 

69 

8 

679 

184 

863 


3 

10 
16 
47 
37 
35 
20 
48 
11 
li 
5 
24 


267 
4 

14 
9 
2 

32 


331 
49 

380 


The  number  in  families  for  whom  board  was  paid,  in  the 
above  table,  is  110,  of  whom  2G  were  placed  out  by  the 
Primary  School  Trustees,  and  81  by  this  Board.     On  the 
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31st  of  December,  1884,  this  whole  number  had  increased 
to  127  ;  of  whom  28  were  placed  out  by  the  Primary  School, 
and  99  by  this  Board.  The  location  of  the  latter  was  as 
follows :  in  Massachusetts,  88 ;  in  other  New  England 
States,  10;  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  one.  The  88  chil- 
dren over  3  years  old,  who  boarded  in  Massachusetts,  and 
the  72  children  under  3  years  old,  who  boarded  in  Massachu- 
setts, were  located  by  counties  as  follows  :  — 


COUNTIES. 

Children 
Under  3. 

Children 
Over  3. 

Total. 

Barnstable, 

1 

_ 

1 

Bristol, 

c 

7 

13 

Essex . 

1 

4 

5 

Franklin, 

- 

3 

3 

Hampden, 

3 

29 

32 

Hampshire, 

1 

4 

5 

Middlesex, 

11 

17 

28 

Norfolk 

19 

9 

28 

Plymouth, 

4 

7 

11 

Suffolk, 

24 

5 

29 

Worcester, 

2 

3 

5 

72 

88 

1G0 

Four  children  under  3,  and  two  over  3  are  boarded  in  New 
Hampshire  ;  four  over  3  in  Vermont,  three  over  3  in  Con- 
necticut, and  one  over  3  in  Ehodc  Island ;  the  whole  num- 
ber of  children  for  whom  board  is  paid  Jan.  1,  1885, 
being  175,  besides  59  in  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum, 
or  placed  in  families  from  there. 

Children  Under  Three  Years  Old. 

In  addition  to  the  children  included  in  the  first  Table,  who 
were  all  three  years  old  or  upward,  the  Board  has  also  had 
charge,  during  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1884,  of  231  children 
under  the  age  of  three  years,  who  were  cither  received  as 
destitute  or  neglected  infants,  under  the  Act  of  18G7,  as 
amended  in  1880  and  1883  (authorizing  the  Board  to  main- 
tain at  infant  asylums,  or  directly  in  families  such  infant 
children)  ;  or  else  came  into  our  custody  as  neglected  chil- 
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dren  under  the  Act  of  1882  (chapter  181,  sections  2  and  3), 
by  which  the  so-called  indigent  and  neglected  children 
(spoken  of  above)  were  received.  For  all  these  children 
under  8  years,  unless  they  remain  in  the  State  Primary 
School,  board  is  paid  in  families,  from  appropriations  made 
at  the  recommendation  of  this  Board  and  expended  under  its 
direction.  A  portion  of  this  expenditure  was  incurred 
directly  by  agents  of  the  Board,  and  the  rest  is  paid  to  the 
Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  or  to  the  St.  Mary's  Asylum, 
for  the  board  of  infants  either  supported  in  the  asylum 
buildings,  or  placed  in  families  by  the  asylum  authorities. 
As  this  matter  has  become  a  little  complicated,  and  needs  to 
be  better  understood  by  the  Legislature  and  the  public,  a 
detailed  statement  concerning  it  may  here  be  given. 

The  boarding  out  of  infants  was  found  in  practice  when 
this  Board  was  established  in  1879  ;  but  only  through  the 
agency  of  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  which  received 
from  the  State  for  the  year  1879  above  $12,000  for  the  sup- 
port of  infants  under  two  years  old,  at  the  rate  of  $4  a  week. 
The  infants  thus  supported  averaged  about  70,  and  live- 
sixths  of  them,  at  least,  were  boarded  in  families,  —  the  rest 
being  wet-nursed,  or  otherwise  supported  in  the  Asylum 
buildings.  During  the  same  year  (1879)  a  large  number  of 
such  infants  were  also  received  at  the  State  Almshouse, 
where  many  of  them  died.  To  prevent  this  evil,  the  Board 
and  its  officers  caused  the  reception  of  such  infants  at 
Tewksbury  to  be  discontinued,  and  procured  from  the  Leg- 
islature of  1880  the  passage  of  an  Act,  now  incorporated  in 
the  Public  Statutes  (chapter  86,  sections  45  and  4G),  by 
which  motherless  or  neglected  infants  could  be  taken  directly 
in  charge  by  the  Board,  and  placed  in  families  under  the 
supervision  of  its  medical  officers.  The  exact  language  of 
the  statute  is  as  follows  :  — 

Sect.  45.  The  State  Board  shall  have  the  same  authority  in 
respect  to  any  such  infant  that  it  has  in  respect  to  infants  in  the 
almshouse  (i.  e.  may  discharge,  transfer,  remove  or  send  it  out  of 
the  State) . 
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Sect.  4G.  Whenever  the  asylum  is  fall  of  inmat^,  or  when 
from  sickness  or  other  sufficient  cause  it  is  not  expedient  to  receive 
or  retain  an  infant  legally  committed  thereto,  who  is  a  State  pau- 
per, the  State  Board  shall  provide  for  such  infaut  in  a  proper  fam- 
ily or  other  suitable  place,  under  the  constant  supervision  of  its 
medical  officers,  till  it  reaches  the  age  of  two  years,  or  is  otherwise 
provided  for  by  the  State  Board. 

Sect.  47.  The  cost  of  maintaining  such  infant  shall  be  paid 
from  the  appropriation  for  the  support  of  infants  having  no  known 
settlement  in  the  Commonwealth,  or  from  the  ordinary  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  out-door  poor. 

This  Act  took  effect  April  14,  1880 ;  and,  as  the  Massa- 
chusetts Infant  Asylum  had,  by  that  time,  become  over- 
crowded (in  consequence  of  the  exclusion  of  motherless 
infants  from  the  State  Almshouse  in  order  to  preserve  their 
lives),  an  arrangement  was  made  by  which  the  asylum 
should  have  a  list  of  State  infants  to  the  number  of  75,  at 
$4  a  week,  which  would  practically  give  it  $15,000  a  year 
from  the  State  Treasury,  and  that  the  rest  of  these  infants 
should  be  boarded  out  by  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor. 
This,  of  course,  included  those  rejected  by  the  Asylum  on 
account  of  contagious  disease  or  other  illness,  and  such 
infants  were  less  hopeful  cases  than  those  sent  to  the  Asylum. 
As  the  experiment  of  boarding  them  out  was  tried  carefully, 
and  with  the  closest  medical  supervision,  it  soon  became 
evident  that  their  lives  could  be  saved,  and  that  the  cost  of 
boarding  them  would  not  much  exceed  $3  a  week.  It  was 
therefore  expedient  to  increase  the  number  placed  out  in  this 
way,  and  by  1882  it  had  come  to  be  almost  as  large  —  with- 
out including  those  over  two  years,  whom  the  Asylum  could 
not  legally  retain  —  as  the  number  taken  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Asylum.  Up  to  Dec.  20,  1882  (a  little  more  than  two 
years  ago),  the  whole  number  of  infants  directly  cared  for 
by  the  Board,  under  the  law  of  1880,  had  been  2(54,  of 
whom  about  90  remained  in  the  Board's  charge.  During 
the  same  period  of  32  months,  the  Infant  Asylum  had  cared 
for  215  such  infants,  of  whom  less  than  70  remained  in 
charge  of  the  asylum.     It  had  by  this  time  become  evident 
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that  ther^p  were  "  sufficient  reasons "  for  diminishing  the 
Asylum  list  and  keeping  up  that  of  the  Board,  in  case  there 
were  not  infants  enough  to  supply  both,  —  and  during  1883 
this  was  done  ;  so  that  when  the  Board  reported  a  year  ago, 
there  were  75  infants  in  the  direct  care  of  the  Board,  and 
only  about  GO  at  the  Massachusetts  Asylum.  Further  obser- 
vation having  convinced  the  Board  that  the  Asylum  list 
should  be  still  further  reduced,  it  was  voted,  Dec.  6,  1884, 
that  the  number  maintained  there  should  not  hereafter  ex- 
ceed 50. 

In  consequence  of  this  direct  action  by  the  Board,  in 
caring  for  motherless  infants,  the  expenditure  of  the  State 
at  the  Massachusetts  Asylum,  which  rose  from  $12,000  in 
1879  to  nearly  $17,000  in  1882  and  1883,  will  this  year  fall 
below  $13,000  again,  and  will  not  hereafter  much  exceed 
$10,000.  The  cost  of  the  direct  care  of  the  board's  infants, 
under  two  years  old,  did  not  exceed  $8,000  in  1881  and 
1882,  and  was  in  1883  less  than  $7,000;  but  several  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  are  now  paid  for  the  board  of  children 
between  two  and  three  years  old.  In  1884,  the  payments 
by  the  Board  for  its  own  infants  under  two  years  old  have 
not  exceeded  $6,000,  while  the  payments  for  those  between 
two  and  three,  who  were  originally  foundlings,  have  been 
nearly  or  quite  $5,000. 

The  noticeable  thing  in  this  experiment  made  by  the  Board 
since  April,  1880  —  now  nearly  five  years  —  has  been  the 
great  saving  of  infant  life  that  has  been  secured.  Up  to 
Jan.  1,  1884,  316  motherless  infants  had  been  placed  in 
families  by  the  Board,  and  since  that  time,  up  to  Jan.  1, 
1885,  50  more  had  been  so  placed,  —  making  366  in  all,  of 
whom  only  125  are  known  to  have  died.  During  the  same 
period  something  more  than  340  infants  have  been  placed  in 
the  two  infant  asylums,  of  whom  95  are  known  to  have  died. 
Twelve  of  these  95  were  in  the  list  of  75  infants,  which  the 
Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum  took  as  its  full  complement  in 
1880.  In  all,  about  706  infants  have  been  cared  for  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Board  since  April  14,  1880,  of  whom 
only  220  are  known  to  have  died.     The  number  dying  in 
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the  immediate  care  of  the  Board  was  greater  than  those 
dying  at  the  asylums  ;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
Board's  infants  had  many  of  them  been  rejected  by  the 
asylums  as  not  likely  to  live,  this  result  will  not  be  sur- 
prising. The  whole  result  is  very  gratifying,  especially 
when  contrasted  with  what  took  place  at  Tewksbury  before 
October,  1879,  when  not  ten  motherless  infants  out  of  300 
survived  to  their  third  year. 

The  Cost  of  Boarding  Out  Children. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  cost  of  supporting  a  motherless 
infant  under  two  years  old  is  much  greater  than  that  of 
older  children.  The  law  of  1882  (chapter  181)  gave  this 
Board  authority  to  place  at  board  indigent  and  neglected 
children  above  the  age  of  two  years,  as  the  law  of  1880  had 
given  authority  to  board  out  motherless  infants.  Since  the 
passage  of  the  law  of  1882,  the  Board  has  expended  under 
it  $18,962.65,  for  the  board  of  140  children  in  the  aggregate, 
and  in  the  successive  years  as  follows  :  — 


Appropriation. 

Expenditure. 

In  1882, 

In  1883, 

In  1884, 

$5,000  00 
5,000  00 
8,000  00 

$1,815  14 
9,193  65 
7,954  16 

$18,000  00 

$18,902  95* 

The  number  of  neglected  children  taken  in  charge  by  the 
Board  has  been  much  smaller  the  past  year  than  in  1883, 
but  the  number  of  dependent  or  indigent  children  somewhat 
greater.  The  greater  cost  arises  from  the  fact  that  more 
boarding  places  have  been  found  for  those  who  had  accumu- 
lated at  the  State  Primary  School  during  1882-3-4,  while 
few  have  been  discharged  from  their  boarding  places  or  have 

*  This  deficiency  was  paid  from  the  Temporary  Aid  Appropriation. 
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died.  The  present  number  of  these  children  above  three 
years  old  who  are  in  boarding  places  is  99  ;  the  average 
yearly  cost  of  their  board  and  clothing  is  about  $10,000  ;  so 
that  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  has  been  deemed  necessary 
for  the  coming  year.  4 

The  whole  number  of  children  of  all  ages  for  whom  board 
is  now  paid,  under  the  different  acts  passed  since  1879,  to 
authorize  such  payment  (including  59  now  maintained  by 
the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum  at  the  cost  of  the  State), 
is  about  234,  —  namely,  motherless  infants  under  two  years 
old,  105,  — of  whom  46  are  in  the  direct  care  of  the  Board  ; 
motherless  infants  between  two  and  three,  27  ;  indigent  and 
neglected  children  under  three,  3 ;  indigent  and  neglected 
children  over  three,  99.  Of  this  whole  number,  135  are  in 
the  care  of  the  Out-door  Department,  and  are  looked  after 
by  its  experienced  medical  officers ;  while  99  are  in  the 
care  of  the  In-door  Department,  and  are  looked  after  by 
the  paid  visitor,  Mrs.  Fisher,  and  by  the  Auxiliary  Visitors, 
as  already  mentioned. 

The  amount  paid  and  due  for  the  board  of  these  children, 
during  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31,  1884,  was  $8,200,  or  at 
the  rate  of  $32,800  for  the  year.  These  children  are  now 
boarding  in  56  cities  and  towns,  in  eleven  counties  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  a  few  (14)  are  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
State.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  system  of  boarding  out  has 
grown  on  the  hands  of  the  Board,  until  now  it  costs  more 
money  each  year  than  any  one  of  several  of  the  smaller 
institutions ;  and  about  as  much  as  the  Westborough  School 
costs.  The  Board  have  therefore  found  Lit  needful  to  keep 
exact  registers  and  require  that  system  in  the  management 
of  the  children,  and  the  expenditure  of  the  money,  which  is 
required  in  the  administration  of  a  State  School. 

In  addition  to  the  children  mentioned  above,  there  are  28 
children  boarded  in  families  near  the  State  Primary  School, 
and  paid  for  from  the  appropriation  of  $3,000  made  for  the 
trustees  of  that  School  to  expend ;  and  the  yearly  cost  of 
these  children  exceeds  $2,800.  The  total  sum  now  paid, 
therefore,  for  262  children  boarding  in  families  or  at  the 
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Massachusetts  Asylum,  is  at  least  $9,000  a  quarter,  or  at  the 
rate  of  about  $36,000  a  year.  This  is  more  than  double 
what  the  State  now  pays  at  the  Lancaster  School,  or  at  the 
School  for  the  Feeble-Minded,  and  considerably  more  than 
the  cost  of  the  Westborough  School.  The  average  weekly 
cost  of  the  children  at  present  boarding  out  seems  to  be 
about  $2.75  a  week. 

The  Sick  State  Poor. 

From  the  accompanying  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
whole  number  of  notices  received,  during  the  official  year, 
from  the  various  cities  and  towns  on  account  of  the  Sick 
State  Poor  was  3,899. 

The  diminution  in  the  number  of  notices  received,  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  last  year,  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that 
this  year  no  notices  have  been  received  from  the  Boston 
Lying-in  Hospital  on  McLean  Street. 

The  total  number  of  patients  supported  in  their  sickness, 
under  these  notices,  was  3,820. 

The  total  number  of  persons  sharing  in  this  relief  was 
8,755. 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  officers  of  the  Board  in 
response  to  these  notices  was  7,342. 

The  number  of  bills  audited  on  account  of  Sick  State  Poor 
was  2,553. 

The  amount  claimed  was  $52,916.22. 

The  amount  allowed  was  $29,238.38. 

The  amount  deducted  was  $23,677.84. 
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In  the  audit  of  bills  for  the  support  of  the  Sick  State  Poor, 
some  trouble  has  arisen  from  the  habit  which  has  grown  up 
in  the  smaller  towns,  and  also  in  some  of  the  cities,  of  mak- 
ing arrangements  with  some  local  physician  whereby  he 
agrees  to  receipt  his.  bill  in  full  for  services  rendered  and 
drugs  furnished,  on  receiving  the  amount  allowed  by  the 
State.  Thus  a  second  party  is  brought  into  the  field,  more 
interested  even  than  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  to  satisfy 
whom  must  be  a  task  of  no  little  magnitude.  Boarding- 
house  keepers,  nurses  and  other  citizens,  have,  for  various 
reasons,  made  similar  arrangements ;  so  that  it  sometimes 
happens  that  a  number  of  other  persons  have  more  interest 
in  a  generous  audit  of  a  given  bill  than  the  Overseers,  who 
present  it. 

The  Legislature  of  1884  sustained  the  action  of  this  Board 
in  the  matter  of  a  claim  of  the  city  of  Lowell  for  amounts 
disallowed  by  the  Board  on  account  of  Sick  State  Poor. 
One  of  the  items  of  the  claim  was  for  expense  incurred  for 
the  support  of  a  State  dependent  at  St.  John's  Hospital,  and 
was  disallowed  for  the  reason  that  the  person  aided  could 
have  been  removed  to  the  State  Almshouse  without  endan- 
gering his  health.  (See  Pub.  Stat.,  chap.  86,  sect.  25.) 
Most  of  the  other  items  were  for  amounts  in  excess  of  the 
expense  which  the  Commonwealth  would  have  incurred  had 
it  provided  for  the  persons  concerned  at  the  State  Alms- 
house. The  Commonwealth  supports  all  unsettled  persons 
sent  by  the  cities  and  towns  to  the  State  Almshouse,  and 
reimburses  the  municipalities  for  the  cost  of  the  support  of 
persons  of  this  class  remaining  under  the  charge  of  the  local 
authorities  to  such  extent  as  is  considered  by  law  rea- 
sonable. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Sick  State  Poor  we  make  the 
following  farther  observation. 

Sections  30  and  31  of  chapter  86  of  the  Public  Statutes, 
are  as  follows  :  — 

Sect.  30.  When  the  operation  of  any  provisions  of  law  in  rela- 
tion to  poor  and  indigent  persons  might  cause  a  separation  of 
husband  and  wife  by  reason  of  her  having  a  legal  settlement  in 
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some  place  in  the  Commonwealth,  he  being  a  State  pauper,  both 
parties  shall  be  supported  by  the  place  where  she  has  a  legal  set- 
tlement. 

Sect.  31.  The  expense  of  thus  supporting  the  person  who  is 
such  State  pauper  shall  be  paid  by  the  Commonwealth,  reference 
being  had  to  the  expense  of  supporting  such  person  at  the  alms- 
house, if  thereto  committed. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing,  that  while  ample  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  several  cities 
and  towns  for  the  support  of  that  member  of  a  family  not 
having  a  legal  settlement  in  the  State,  no  provision  what- 
ever is  made  for  notifying  the  Board  prior  or  subsequent  to 
the  furnishing  of  the  support ;  and  the  first  information  that 
the  Board  has  of  the  furnishing  of  aid  to  the  persons  there 
referred  to  is  on  the  presentation  by  the  local  poor  authori- 
ties of  a  bill  for  reimbursement.  It  therefore  follows  that 
the  Board  has  no  knowledge  concerning  the  case,  and  can 
obtain  none,  as  these  bills  are  often  presented  many  months 
after  the  aid  has  been  rendered,  and,  in  many  instances,  after 
the  person  supported  has  removed  from  the  town  where  such 
support  was  received ;  and  yet  the  law  seems  to  be  impera- 
tive that  the  expense  attending  such  cases  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Commonwealth. 

We  would  therefore  recommend  an  amendment  to  the  law 
above  cited,  requiring  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  notify  this 
Board,  upon  application  of  parties  for  support  under  the 
provisions  of  this  statute,  within  twenty  days  from  the  time 
when  aid  shall  have  first  been  given. 

Temporary  Support  of  Paupers. 

The  whole  number  of  notices  received  on  account  of  Tem- 
porary Aid  during  the  official  year,  as  appears  from  the 
accompanying  Table,  was  1,807, — an  increase  over  that  of 
last  year  of  453.  This  is  owing,  probably,  to  enforced  idle- 
ness of  the  operatives  and  laborers,  consequent  upon  the 
closing  of  mills,  and  the  suspension  of  work  in  the  erection 
of  buildings.     The    number  of  persons  thus  relieved  was 
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7,835.  The  number  of  visits  made  by  officers  of  the  Board 
in  response  to  these  notices  was  2,107. 

The  number  of  bills  audited  on  account  of  Temporary 
Aid  was  .1,320. 

The  amount  claimed  was  $8,592.36. 

The  amount  allowed  was  $6,679.34. 

The  amount  deducted  was  $1,913.02. 

The  number  of  persons  removed  from  the  State  under 
the  Temporary  Aid  appropriation  was  484,  and  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $2,319.15. 
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A  Prospective  Fen-axciae  Deficiency. 

The  last  two  Tables  show  that  the  Sick  State  Poor  have 
been  fewer  during  1884  than  in  1883,  while  the  persons  tem- 
porarily aided  have  much  increased.  The  amount  paid  for  the 
relief  of  these  two  classes,  during  the  year  which  this  Report 
covers,  is  not  proportionate  to  the  number  in  the  tables, 
because  of  the  great  delay  in  sending  bills  for  the  cases  of 
the  Sick  Poor.  The  amount  appropriated  for  Temporary 
Aid  in  1*884  was  816,000,  of  which,  for  the  year  ending 
Oct.  1,  1884,  $9,998.49  had  been  paid, —viz.,  for  direct 
aid,  $6,679.34,  and  for  removal  and  transportation.  |2,- 
319.15.  A  surplus  of  this  appropriation,  amounting  to 
more  than  $3,000,  will  probably  remain.  It  is  otherwise  in 
regard  to  the  Sick  State  Poor  appropriation,  for  1884  and 
previous  years,  which  is  already  virtually  exhausted,  —  the 
payments  up  to  December  31 ,  1884,  having  been  S29.6S2.50, 
and  the  balance  of  $5,317.26  being  pledged  to  pay  just  claims 
already  presented  and  audited.  The  claims  for  the  year 
1884,  corresponding  to  the  notices  enumerated  in  the  first 
Table,  under  1884,  are  still  outstanding  for  the  most  part  — 
the  whole  amount  of  claims  for  1884.  as  yet  audited,  being 
less  than  $8,000;  while  of  about  $29,973  paid  and  to  be 
paid  from  the  $30,000  appropriated  in  1884,  only  $7,235.76 
is  for  claims  of  1884.  The  appropriation  for  1885,  when 
made,  will  be  used  for  paying  the  remaining  claims  of  the 
year  before,  — but  in  the  meantime  a  deficiency  may  exist, 
as  was  stated  in  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  (p.  cli).  The  time 
for  meeting  this  prospective  deficiency  is  likely  to  arrive  this 
year  or  next,  and.  therefore,  we  offer  a  statement  of  its 
possible  amount,  and  the  occasion  for  its  existence. 

Twenty  years  since,  when  the  Legislature  established  the 
policy  of  taking  care  of  the  Sick  State  Poor  in  their  own 
homes,  it  was  uncertain  what  would  be  the  yearly  cost.  In 
fact,  this  cost  for  the  six  years  1865-70  was  $123,133.62,  or 
about  $22,500  a  year,  — the  appropriations  being  $134. 
The  average  population  of  the  State  was  then  about  1.350.- 
000,  or  two-thirds   of  what   it   now   is  ;  so   that   the  yearly 
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expenditure,  at  the  same  rate,  would  be  now  about  $34,000. 
In  the  next  three  years,  1871-2-3,  the  appropriations  were 
$75,000;  but,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the  small-pox  epi- 
demic of  1872-3,  the  total  expenses  were  more  than  $85,000  ; 
s)  that  a  deficiency  began  to  accrue,  which  has  gone  on  until 
the  present  deficiency  —  that  is,  the  difference  between  the 
sum  expended  and  the  sum  appropriated  in  each  year  — 
amounts  to  between  $20,000  and  $25,000.  There  is  no 
actual  deficiency  to  that  amount ;  yet  the  difference  be- 
tween (1)  the  sums  voted  by  the  Legislature  in  the  aggre- 
gate, from  1871  to  1884,  inclusive,  and  (2)  the  sums  esti- 
mated as  necessary  to  meet  the  cost  of  caring  for  the  Sick 
Poor,  under  existing  laws,  is  now  at  least  $20,000.  But 
there  has  been  a  constant  surplus  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  other  branch  of  Out-door  relief,  called  Temporary  Aid, 
beginning  in  1877.  The  first  three  appropriations  (1877- 
8-9)  were  in  all  $65,000;  the  expenditure  was  but  $60,- 
767.93  ;  the  next  three  years  (1880-1-2)  the  appropriations 
were  but  $49,000,  and  the  expenditure  $44,152.52,  leav- 
ing a  surplus  of  more  than  $9,000  in  six  years.  In 
1883,  $16,000  were  appropriated  and  $8,159.18  expended; 
in  1884,  $16,000  were  appropriated,  and  $12,800  is  likely 
to  be  expended.  It  therefore  seems  that  the  surpluses 
of  eight  years  in  the  Temporary  Aid  account  may  exceed 
$20,000,  —  or  nearly  as  much  as  the  deficiency  accruing 
in  the  Sick  Poor  department  for  13  years.  But  this  sur- 
plus cannot  be  made  available  for  this  prospective  deficiency  ; 
indeed,  much  of  it  was  expended  for  infant  children,  etc. 

In  order  that  these  claims  of  the  towns  may  be  settled 
more  promptly,  and  that  the  appropriation  for  each  year 
may  more  exactly  represent  the  amount  to  be  expended  in 
that  year,  we  would  recommend  that  all  cities  and  towns  be 
required  by  law  to  send  in  bills  for  the  care  of  the  Sick  Poor, 
as  well  as  for  Temporary  Aid,  within  three  months  after 
each  case  has  terminated.  In  continued  cases,  the  bills 
should  also  be  sent  quarterly,  and  any  claim  should  be 
regarded  as  forfeited  which  is  not  presented  to  the  Board 
within  three  months  after  the  case  has  closed,  or,  in  con 
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tinued  cases,  within  six  months  after  the  date  of  the  bill. 
A  statute  of  this  kind,  which  would  have  been  too  strict 
when  the  policy  of  reimbursement  first  began,  would  be 
proper  now,  since  the  cities  and  towns  have  gradually 
become  more  systematic  in  transacting  their  pauper  business. 

Burial  of  State  Paupers. 

The  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor  audits  the  bills  for  the 
burial  of  the  State  paupers,  which  involves  the  examination 
of  their  settlements. 

The  number  of  bills  audited  on  this  account  during  the 
official  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1884,  was  488. 


Amount  claimed, $4,586  04 

Amount  allowed, 3,766  50 

Amount  deducted, 819  54 

By  the  provisions  of  section  17,  chapter  84  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
of  the  several  cities  and  towns  of  the  Commonwealth  to  sup- 
port all  poor  persons  residing  or  found  therein,  having  no 
lawful  settlement  in  this  State,  until  their  removal  to  the 
State  Almshouse,  and  in  case  of  their  decease,  to  decently 
bury  them,  — the  expense  of  such  burial  to  be  reimbursed 
to  such  cities  and  towns,  within  certain  limitations,  by  the 
Commonwealth.  The  same  section  also  provides  that  said 
overseers  shall  also  "  decently  bury  all  such  persons  who  have 
died  without  means  of  support,  Without  applying  for  public 
relief  while  living  ;  "  with  a  similar  provision  for  reimburse- 
ment by  the  Commonwealth. 

As  the  appropriation  bill  for  1884,  and  previous  years, 
made  no  provision  in  terms  for  reimbursement  of  the 
expense  of  burials  of  this  second  class,  it  has  been  n'ecessary 
to  withhold  the  audit  of  this  class  of  bills. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Board  receives  a  legal  notice  in  the  case 
of  sick  State  paupers,  such  notice,  together  with  the  infor- 
mation obtained  as  a  rgsult  thereof,  furnishes  all  neces- 
sary information  in  the  audit  of  the  bill  for  burial,  should 
such   bill   be    presented.      This   is    not   true,    however,    of 
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the  second  class  of  burial  bills  where  there  has  been  no 
previous  claim  on  account  of  expense  attending  the  same  ; 
and  no  intelligent  audit  can  be  made. 

We  would  therefore  recommend  such  legislative  action  as 
will  require  cities  and  towns  in  case  of  the  burial  of  pau- 
pers who  have  not  applied  for  public  relief,  to  send  notifica- 
tion of  the  fact  to  this  Board  within  ten  days  after  such 
burial. 

Foundlings  and  Deserted  Children. 

The  whole  number  of  infants  supported  by  the  State  Sept. 
30,  1883,  was  154.  Of  this  number,  68  were  supported  at 
the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  2  at  St.  Mary's  Infant 
Asylum,  and  84  were  in  the  immediate  charge  of  the 
Department  of  Out-Door  Poor. 

The  number  of  infants  received,  during  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1884,  was  116.  Of  this  number  54  were  sent  to 
the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  8  to  St.  Mary's  Asylum, 
and  54  were  retained  under  the  immediate  charge  of  the 
Department  of  Out-Door  Poor.  The  whole  number,  then, 
supported  during  the  year  was  270,  viz.  :  at  the  Massachu- 
setts Infant  Asylum  122  ;  at  St.  Mary's  10,  and  under  imme- 
diate charge  of  Department  138.  The  number  138,  in  the 
immediate  care  of  the  Department,  represents  132  infants 
received  from  the  public,  and  6  transferred  from  the  asylums, 
reducing  the  actual  number  supported  during  the  year  from 
270  to  264.  Of  this  nuiriber  140  were  thus  disposed  of:  — 
At  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  34  were  adopted,  5 
were  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  3 
were  discharged  to  friends,  and  19  died ;—  making  a  total 
of  61.  At  St.  Mary's  Asylum,  1  was  discharged  to  the  De- 
partment of  Out-Door  Poor,  2  discharged  to  friends,  and  7 
died ;  making  a  total  of  10.  Of  those  under  the  imme- 
diate charge  of  the  Department,  17  were  discharged  to 
friends,  11  were  discharged  for  adoption,  33  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Department  of  In-Poor  Poor,  and  8  died; 
making  a  total  of  69.  There  were  therefore  remain- 
ing Sept.  30,  1884,  130  infants,  i.  e.,  children  less  than  3 
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years  old.  Sixty-one  of  these  were  at  the  Massachusetts 
Infant  Asylum,  and  (39  were  in  the  immediate  custody  of  the 
Department. 

The  statutes  make  the  duty  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
of  a  town  having  in  their  custody  an  infant  known  to  be 
deserted  or  unprotected  perfectly  plain.  They  have  first  to 
ascertain,  if  possible,  whether  such  child  has  a  legal  settle- 
ment in  this  State,  and  if  no  such  settlement  has  been  found, 
then  whether  he  has  kindred  required  by  law  to  maintain 
him.  If  there  is  no  known  settlement,  and  no  such  kindred 
are  discovered,  then  it  devolves  upon  them  to  commit  the 
child  to  the  custody  of  this  Board,  and  forward  him  to  the 
Boston  Temporary  Home.  But  if,  for  any  sufficient  reason, 
it  is  thought  desirable  that  an  abandoned  or  unprotected 
child  should  be  maintained  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
place  where  he  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  local 
authorities,  then  the  Overseers  should  forward  a  permit  to 
the  Board,  stating  their  reasons  for  desiring  his  retention  in 
their  neighborhood ;  and  if  such  reasons  seem  sufficient, 
permission  for  such  retention  will  be  granted.  It  should  be 
understood,  however,  that  the  policy  of  the  Board  has 
always  been  averse  to  the  separation  of  mother  and  child. 
There  are  mothers  who  desire  such  separation,  and  who 
wish  to  have  their  children  cared  for  without  reference  to 
themselves  ;  but,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  the  State,  interven- 
ing, encourages  the  mother  to  remain  with  the  child  by 
providing  for  them  both. 

The  Board  recommends  legislative  action  with  reference 
to  securing  the  assistance  of  the  State  District  Police  in 
obtaining  information  relative  to  the  legal  status  of  deserted 
infants.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  many  of  this  class 
are  now  being  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  Common- 
wealth, who  might  be  transferred  to  the  care  of  their  mothers 
or  to  the  towns  of  their  settlement.  The  provisions  of  the 
appropriation  act  for  foundlings  are  understood  to  exclude 
from  its  benefits  other  classes  of  infants  —  notably  those  who 
have  been  placed  at  board  ./y  parents  or  other  persons  with 
private  charitable  corporations,  in  families,  on  baby-farms, 
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or  else*  here,  unless  the  Board  is  furnished  with  sufficient 
information  as  to  each  child's  legal  status  :  and  such  children 
will  not  be  received  by  the  Board  except  on  proper  evidence 
that  they  have  been  abandoned. 

C : ntagious  Diseases. 

• 

The  number  of  cases  under  the   Contagious   Diseases   Act 
was  7,  as   follows: — Yellow  fever,  2 ;  small-pox.  5.      This 

is     y  far  the  smallest  number  of  cases  reported  for  any  year 
within  the  experience  of  orhcers  of  this  Board. 
Ne  bills  have  yet  been  rendered  on  this  account. # 
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PAET    FIFTH 


CONDITION  OF  THE  STATE  ESTABLISHMENTS. 


The  State  institutions  under  the  supervision  of  the  Board 
are  ten  in  number,  as  for  some  years  past,  and  are  as 
follows :  — 

The  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester ;  Superintendent, 
John  G.  Park,  M.  D.  :  including  the  Chronic  Asylum; 
Superintendent,  H.  M.  Quinby,  M.  D.  The  State  Lunatic 
Hospital,  Taunton;  Superintendent,  J.  P.  Brown,  M.  D. 
The  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton  ;  Superintendent, 
Pliny  Earle,  M.  D.  The  Stale  Lunatic  Hospital,  Dan  vers  ; 
Superintendent,  W.  B.  Goldsmith,  M.  D.  The  State  Alms- 
house, Tewksbury ;  Superintendent,  C.  I.  Fisher,  M.  D. 
The  State  Workhouse,  Bridge  water ;  Superintendent,  H.  M. 
Blackstone.  The  State  Primary  School,  Monson  ;  Superin- 
tendent, Amos  Andrews.  The  Lyman  School  for  Boys; 
Superintendent,  Joseph  A.  Allen.  The  State  Industrial 
School  for  Girls,  Lancaster ;  Superintendent,  N.  Porter 
Brown.  The  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded ; 
Superintendent,  Asbury  G.   Smith,  M.  D. 

There  are  other  establishments,  —  the  Infant  Asylums, 
the  City  Hospitals,  the  Carney  Hospital,  etc.,  the  city  and 
town  almshouses,  etc.,  which  are  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Board  for  special  purposes,  but  are  not  included  in  the 
above  list,  because  they  are  not  State  establishments.  The 
Westborough  Insane  Hospital  does  not  appear,  because, 
although  established  by  law,  it  has  no  actual  existence  as 
yet.     The  four  lunatic  hospitals,  including  five  establish-     , 
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ments,  have  been  already  mentioned  in  the  chapter  on 
Lunacy.  It  remains  to  report  on  the  other  six  establish- 
ments, beginning  with  the  largest  of  all,  the  State  Almshouse 
at  Tewksbury.  Before  doing  this,  however,  a  few  words 
may  be  said  concerning  the  condition  of  the  city  and  town 
almshouses,  with  respect  to  other  inmates  than  the  insane. 
Besides  the  insane,  there  were  found  in  the  different  alms- 
houses (exclusive  of  the  Marcella  Street  Home,  which  is  the 
Boston  institution  corresponding  in  character  to  the  State 
Primary  School)  something  more  than  550  children,  many 
of  whom  remain  in  these  establishments  contrary  to  the 
statute  of  1879  (now  incorporated  in  the  Public  Statutes, 
Chapter  84,  Sections  3  and  4) ,  which  forbids  children  of  cer- 
tain ages  to  be  retained  in  almshouses,  unless  they  are  State 
paupers,  idiotic,  or  otherwise  so  defective  as  to  make  their 
retention  desirable.  Many  of  these  children  were  in  fact  found 
to  be  so  defective  ;  but  there  were  others,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  hundreds,  who  should  have  been  placed  in 
respectable  families  or  in  asylums,  according  to  the  statute 
above  cited.  It  is  in  respect  to  such  children,  whether  idiotic 
or  not,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  insane,  that  the  absence  of  a 
proper  separation  of  the  sexes  in  many  of  these  almshouses, 
and  a  lack  of  that  discipline  which  exists  in  the  State  estab- 
lishments, and  in  many  of  those  belonging  to  cities  and 
towns,  are  particularly  hurtful.  The  ill  results  of  this  want 
of  proper  classification  and  supervision  have  sometimes  been 
noticed  in  the  State  establishments  in  former  years,  but  are 
more  obvious  in  the  local  almshouses,  where  the  number  of 
persons  is  greater  than  in  the  corresponding  class  of  State 
establishments,  and  where,  from  the  construction  of  build- 
ings and  the  small  number  of  trustworthy  attendants,  such 
evils  can  be  less  easily  prevented.  In  respect  to  the  sanitary 
neglect  often  found  in  these  local  establishments,  the  situa- 
tion is  reversed ;  for  the  number  of  inmates  is  so  small,  and 
the  means  of  escaping  from  the  unsanitary  conditions  are  so 
much  more  available,  that  fewer  persons  actually  suffer  from 
them  than  when  similar  conditions  exist,  as  they  sometimes 
have  done,  in  the  State  establishments. 
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1.     The   State  Almshouse. 
C.  Irving  Fisher,  M.  D.,  Superintendent. 

The  direct  control  of  this  establishment  by  this  Board 
ceased  early  in  July,  when  a  new  Board  of  Trustees,  ap- 
pointed under  a  law  of  the  present  year  (Chapter  297),  took 
charge  both  of  the  State  Almshouse  and  the  State  Work- 
house,  which  they  have  since  managed  under  the  provisions 
of  this  law.  One  of  these  provisions  is  (Section  4)  that 
the  Trustees  may  make  transfers  of  pauper  inmates  or  dis- 
charged prisoners  from  one  establishment  to  the  other,  so  as 
to  promote  a  better  classification,  or  meet  other  exigencies 
which  may  arise  ;  and  this  provision  has  already  taken  effect 
practically.  One  result  will  be  that  the  appropriations  for 
the  two  establishments  can  be  more  economically  used,  and 
the  necessity  for  a  deficiency  in  either  can  generally  be 
avoided.  The  present  number  of  inmates  at  Tewksbury  and 
at  Bridge  water  is  greater  than  for  many  years,  at  this  season, 
exceeding  1,680  in  both  places.  Ten  years  ago,  January  1, 
1875,  there  were  but  1,018,  although  a  year  later  there  were 
1,500.  In  the  early  years  of  the  State  almshouses,  before 
the  State  Workhouse  was  established  in  1866,  the  number 
at  Tewksbury  and  Bridge  water  on  the  1st  of  January  some- 
times exceeded  2,000  ;  but  of  these,  hundreds  were  children, 
while  of  the  present  inmates  at  Bridgewater  none  are  chil- 
dren, and  at  Tewksbury  less  than  100  are  children.  In  the' 
winter  of  1858,  there  were  sometimes  1,100  inmates  at 
Bridgewater  alone,  and  more  than  1,200  at  Tewksbury; 
although  the  State  population  at  that  time  was  little  more 
than  half  what  it  now  is.  The  average  number  at  Tewks- 
bury during  the  year  ending  with  the  1st  of  October,  1884, 
was  almost  precisely  1,000,  but  has  been  somewhat  greater 
for  the  calendar  year ;  while  the  cost  for  the  year  ending 
with  October  1  has  been  somewhat  greater  than  for  the 
calendar  year. 

The  votes,  reports,  etc.,  printed  on  previous  pages  of  this 
volume,  give  the  more  important  facts  concerning  the  ad- 


cxxxvi     HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.      [Jan. 

INMATES    OF    THE    STATE    ALMSHOUSE. 

ministration  of  the  State  Almshouse  by  this  Board,  while 
under  its  direct  control,  and  show  its  condition  when  the 
Trustees  took  charge.  Since  that  time  no  material  change 
has  been  made  in  its  condition,  except  that  the  high-service 
tank  for  the  use  of  the  Almshouse  has  been  completed,  at  a 
cost  of  $3,390.80,  and  fire  escapes  have  been  added  to  the 
buildings,  at  a  cost  of  something  more  than  $2,300.  The 
number  of  the  insane  in  the  Asylum  has  been  increased,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  crowded  hospitals  ;  and  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  increase  it  still  more.  We  have  accordingly  recom- 
mended that  additional  buildings  be  erected  at  Tewksbury  to 
receive  the  chronic  insane.  Other  improvements  in  the 
buildings,  heating  apparatus,  etc.,  of  the  State  Almshouse, 
should  be  made,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
this  Board  during  the  past  year.  The  expectation  then  ex- 
pressed that  the  State  Almshouse  would  be  "  relieved  of  its 
excessive  numbers  by  the  rebuilding  of  the  Almshouse  de- 
partment at  Bridgewater,"  has  not  been  fulfilled,  although 
the  Almshouse  will  scarcely  be  so  crowded  this  winter  as  it 
was  in  1884.  Of  the  1,145  inmates  at  Tewksbury  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1885,  less  than  a  third  part  occupied  the  old  alms- 
house buildings,  erected  in  1854 ;  for  there  were  more  than 
780  inmates  then  lodged  in  the  numerous  buildings  erected 
since  1864.  These  buildings  afford  a  reasonably  good  classi- 
fication of  the  inmates,  but  there  is  a  lack  of  proper  hospital 
room  ;  and  the  heating  apparatus  will  soon  need  to  be  renewed, 
both  for  economy  and  convenience.  The  farm  has  been 
much  improved  within  two  years,  and  gives  promise  of 
larger  crops  than  ever  before. 

It  has  been  found  by  computation  that  the  average  age  of 
the  inmates  of  the  State  Almshouse  is  about  35  years,  or 
some  15  years  less  than  the  age  of  the  inmates  of  city  and 
town  almshouses.  The  average  length  of  time  that  each  in- 
mate  remains  at  Tewksbury  is  nearly  or  quite  four  months ; 
so  that  the  average  cost  of  each  person  sent  there  for  sup- 
port is  about  $30.  This  is  from  three  to  four  times  the  ave- 
rage cost  of  aiding  each  person  relieved  from  the  appropri- 
ations for  temporary  aid  and  the  sick  State  poor. 
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The  Board  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  the  legislature 
to  the  deficiency  existing  at  the  State  Almshouse  with 
respect  to  proper  hospital  accommodation,  and  means  of 
classification  for  acute  sick  and  surgical  cases.  In  no  well- 
managed  public  hospital  would  it  be  thought  practicable  to 
treat  such  a  variety  of  cases  in  the  same  ward,  or  in  wards 
immediately  communicating  with  one  another.  This  is  done 
at  the  Almshouse  constantly,  and  doubtless  lives  are  sacri- 
ficed and  recoveries  retarded  by  such  indiscriminate  associa- 
tion of  patients.  Something  has  been  done  to  relieve  the 
difficulty  by  the  erection  of  a  pavilion,  but  the  hospital  is 
still  very  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  sick  inmates. 


2.     The  State  Workhouse. 
Hollis  M.  Blackstone,  Superintendent. 

The  new  buildings  for  paupers  and  prisoners  are  now  oc- 
cupied, although  not  entirely  completed, —  the  prisoners 
from  Westborough  having  been  removed  to  Bridgewater,  as 
the  law  required,  before  the  close  of  1884.  The  buildings 
are  fire-proof,  thoroughly  constructed,  and  so  arranged  that 
a  better  classification  of  the  inmates  can  be  made  than  was 
ever  possible  in  the  old  buildings  which  these  replace.  The 
whole  establishment,  though  built  with  great  economy,  and 
chiefly  adapted  for  able-bodied  men  and  the  hospital  cases 
that  naturally  occur  among  such,  is  one  of  the  best  for  its 
purposes  that  the  Commonwealth  possesses.  It  will  cost, 
when  completed,  $150,000,  and  will  be  able  to  receive  550 
persons  ;  while  at  the  same  time  it  can  be  economically  man- 
aged with  half  that  number,  which  was  not  the  case  in  the 
old  establishment.  It  presents  a  very  striking  contrast  to 
the  new  portions  of  the  Westborough  main  building,  which, 
when  erected  in  1875-6,  cost  nearly  as  much  as  has  been  ex- 
pended at  Bridgewater,  while  the  work  done  at  West- 
borough was  of  a  very  unsatisfactory  character,  and  the 
buildings  would  accommodate  less  than  half  the  number  that 
can  be  received  at  Bridgewater. 

At  present  the   new  buildings  are   nearly  full,  and   will 
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apparently  continue  filled  daring  the  winter  and  early  spring. 
The  present  inmates  are  about  equally  divided  between  pau- 
pers and  prisoners ;  but  the  buildings  of  the  Almshouse 
department  can  receive  about  100  more  persons,  without 
crowding,  than  can  conveniently  be  lodged  in  the  Work- 
house department.  The  workshops  for  prisoners  and  pau- 
pers cannot  be  so  organized  this  winter,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  labor  market,  as  to  produce  much  income  ;  but  the 
earnings  from  labor  at  the  State  Workhouse  have  been 
greater  during  the  past  year  than  ever  before  ;  and  the  new 
buildings  will  be  found  much  better  adapted  to  mechanical 
labor  than  the  old  ones  were. 

The  prosecuting  officer,  authorized  by  Act  of  the  last 
Legislature  to  bring  complaints  against  vagrants,  drunkards, 
etc.,  who  apply  for  admission  to  the  State  Almshouse,  but 
who  should  properly  be  sentenced  to  the  State  Workhouse, 
has  been  appointed  by  this  Board,  and  has  begun  his 
work.  A  difficulty  now  presents  itself  that  the  State  Work- 
house is  full,  so  that  it  may  be  advisable  for  the  legislature 
to  authorize  the  transfer  of  Workhouse  prisoners  either  to 
to  the  new  Reformatory  at  Concord  or  to  the  House  of 
Correction  in  which  vacancies  may  occur  by  the  removal  of 
prisoners  from  such  Houses  of  Correction  to  the  Concord 
Reformatory.  In  consideration  of  the  increased  number  at 
Bridgewater,  we  have  recommended  an  appropriation  for 
the  current  year  of  $43,000  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  State  Workhouse  in  its  two  departments. 


3.     The  Massachusetts  School  and   Asylum  for  the 
Feeble-Minded  . 

Under  the  legislation  of  1883,  chapter  239,  the  Idiot 
School  at  South  Boston  has  now  become  both  a  school  and  an 
asylum  for  the  feeble-minded.  Consequently,  a  necessity 
has  arisen  for  enlarging  its  capacity  in  the  asylum  department, 
so  as  to  receive  and  maintain  the  increasing  number  of  idiotic 
persons  beyond  the  school  age  or  incapable  of  school  instruc- 
tion,  who   are  now  found  in  almshouses,  lunatic  hospitals 
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and  private  families.  These  persons  are  generally  out  of 
place  in  any  establishment  except  one  designed  for  their 
special  class  ;  and  it  would  be  a  measure  of  relief  to  hos- 
pitals and  almshouses  if  they  could  be  removed  to  asylum 
buildings  on  the  farm  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  School 
at  Dover.  The  school  itself  is  now  crowded  with  pupils, 
among  whom  are  many  who  might  just  as  well  be  maintained 
in  the  separate  asylum  department ;  while  there  is  a  pressure 
from  families  in  all  parts  of  the  State  to  send  their  feeble- 
minded children  to  the  school  department.  At  present  there 
are  applications  of  suitable  children  to  the  number  of  30  or 
40,  who  cannot  be  admitted  because  the  school  buildings 
are  full ;  but  these  could  be  taken  in  as  soon  as  the  asylum 
inmates  were  provided  for  elsewhere. 

The  school  continues  in  the  same  excellent  condition 
which  has  been  noticed  in  former  years  as  characteristic  of 
its  management.  During  the  year  Dr.  Edward  Jarvis, 
its  honorary  Superintendent,  and  one  of  its  two  founders, 
(the  late  Dr.  Howe  being  the  other),  has  died.  He  was 
the  last  of  those  immediately  connected  with  the  origin  of 
the  school,  40  years  ago,  who  have  lately  taken  part  in  its 
government,  and  it  owes  much  to  his  enlightened  and  con- 
stant supervision.  Dr.  A.  G.  Smith  is  now  the  acting  Super- 
intendent, and  under  his  direction  a  change  in  its  character, 
sanctioned  by  the  legislation  of  1883,  has  gone  forward 
cautiously  and  successfully.  It  is  an  institution  which  as 
much  as  any  other,  now  deserves  the  fostering  care  of  the 
State  and  the  endowments  of  private  benevolence.  Its 
financial  condition,  number  of  pupils,  etc.,  will  be  found  in 
the  tables  of  the  Appendix.  Its  annual  cost  to  the  State  is 
less  than  formerly  by  several  thousand  dollars. 

4.  The  Infant  Asylums. 
During  the  year  1884,  motherless  infants,  supported  by 
the  State  under  the  authority  of  this  Board,  have  been 
found  or  placed  in  three  different  establishments,  two  of 
which  belong  to  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  which 
has  so  long  cared  for  this  class  of  the  State's  dependents. 
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The  principal  buildings  of  this  asylum  are  near  the  Boylston 
Station  within  the  city  of  Boston  ;  but  there  is  a  branch 
asylum  at  West  Medford  where  a  few  infants  are  constantly 
kept,  and  from  which  they  are  placed  out  in  families  as  well 
as  from  the  main  asylum  in  Boston.  A  few  infants  were 
supported  during  the  year  at  St.  Mary's  Asylum  in  Dor- 
chester, but  it  was  found  that  the  convenience  of  that 
asylum  did  not  permit  the  boarding  out  of  infants,  who 
consequently  died  there  in  a  greater  ratio  than  at  the  Massa- 
chusetts Asylum.  Later  in  the  year,  when  a  considerable 
number  of  infants  were  admitted  within  the  space  of  a  few 
weeks  to  the  Massachusetts  Asylum,  the  death-rate  there, 
also,  became  large.  In  consequence  of  this,  and  of  the 
experience  gradually  acquired  by  this  Board  during  the  last 
four  years  in  placing  motherless  infants  directly  in  families, 
it  has  become  the  policy  of  the  Board  to  extend  this  custom 
of  boarding  out  without  the  intervention  of  either  Asylum. 
At  the  same  time  the  Asylum  infants  will  be  more  frequently 
visited  and  care  taken  to  improve  their  treatment,  when 
they  are  wards  of  the  State,  as  a  majority  of  the  infants  at 
the  Massachusetts  Asylum  have  sometimes  been. 

The    Boarding   Out   of    Children,    of   Sick,   and    Insane 

Persons. 
In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  notice  what  results 
are  taking  place  from  the  changes  in  State  policy  adopted 
by  this  Board,  and  the  former  Board  of  State  Charities, 
concerning  the  inmates  of  the  State  establishments.  The 
Sick  Poor  law  of  1865,  followed  by  the  closing  of  Bains- 
ford  Island  Hospital,  was  the  first  step  in  this  change  of 
policy ;  for  the  present  system  of  caring  for  the  Sick  State 
Poor  is,  in  fact,  to  board  them  in  hospitals,  small  alms- 
houses aud  their  own  families,  rather  than  to  herd  them 
together  in  State  Almshouses.  The  establishment  of  the 
Visiting  Agency,  in  1866  and  subsequent  years,  led  to  the 
placing  out  of  thousands  of  children  above  the  age  of  ten, 
who  would  otherwise  have  remained  for  years  in  the  State 
establishments.     The  opening  of  the  Massachusetts  Infant 
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Asylum  in  1868  was  soon  followed  by  the  boarding  out  of 
infants  in  families ;  and  this  has'  now  become  so  important 
that  135  children  under  3  years  old  are  now  supported  by 
the  State  in  such  families.  In  1879  the  legislature  forbad 
the  retention  of  children  in  city  and  town  almshouses,  and- 
in  1881  made  appropriations  to  pay  the  board  of  children 
under  ten  years  old  instead  of  allowing  them  all  to  remain 
in  the  State  Primary  School.  Under  the  legislation  last 
named  about  130  children  are  now  at  board  in  different 
parts  of  the  State  ;  making  a  total  of  250  children,  including 
motherless  infants,  whose  board  the  State  now  pays  in  fami- 
lies rather  than  in  almshouses,  asylums  and  other  large 
institutions.  This  Board  has  now  recommended  the  board- 
ing out  of  the  insane  under  careful  supervision,  in  the  hope 
of  diminishing  thereby  the  accumulation  of  chronic  insanity 
which  burdens  our  asylums.  All  these  measures,  taking 
effect  one  after  another,  have  changed  the  character  of  the 
State  establishments  in  some  degree  and  have  created  an 
outside  establishment,  so  to  speak,  without  walls,  but  pro- 
viding for  as  great  a  number  as  any  but  the  very  largest  of 
the  existing  institutions. 

It  should  be  considered  in  estimating  the  advantages  of 
"boarding  out"  young  children  in  families  over  those 
afforded  by  "  institution  "  life,  that  not  only  is  the  cost  of  the 
"plant"  saved  —  that  is,  buildings,  land  and  furniture, — 
but  a  child  is  thus  introduced  at  an  early  age  to  the  life  of 
an  orderly  community,  of  which  it  becomes  a  part ;  that  it 
is  more  likely  to  inspire  an  interest  in  others,  and  to  be 
adopted  or  employed,  and  that  it  is  better  fitted  for  useful- 
ness by  family  training.  Children  who  are  brought  up  in 
herds  suffer  both  physically  and  morally  thereby.  The  aver- 
age standard  in  a  large  number  of  children  sinks  to  the 
lowest  level.  It  is  natural  that  in  a  community  of  persons 
the  ages  should  be  various, —  the  number  composed  of  chil- 
dren and  adults  in  reasonable  proportions.  As  civilization 
advances,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  aggregation  of  dependents, 
of  the  inexperienced,  the  feeble  and  helpless,  is  a  damaging 
process,  and  that  distribution  is  the  end  to  be  attained 
instead. 
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A  Trustee  of  the  State  Primary  and  Reform  Schools  vis- 
ited, last  summer,  over  fifty  of  the  State  children  boarded 
out,  in  order  to  enable  the  trustees  to  decide  "  whether  the 
condition  of  these  children  and  their  surroundings  and  appar- 
ent opportunities  for  improvement  are  such  as  to  warrant 
further  expenditure  in  the  same  direction."  Her  detailed 
report  was  most  interesting  and  satisfactory.  A  brief  por- 
tion is  quoted  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Trustees. 
Her  visits  were  unexpected  and  the  children  were  found, 
without  exception,  living  a  wholesome,  happy,  country,  fam- 
ily life, —  while  several  had  found  homes  by  adoption.  The 
legislature  has  been  liberal  hitherto  in  appropriating  money 
for  the  trial  of  this  experiment,  and  the  result  has  been  all 
that  was  anticipated.  But  it  must  never  be  forgotten  that 
success  depends  on  conscientious  and  judicious  supervision. 
The  system  is  capable  of  terrible  abuse.  Homes  must  be 
selected  with  care  and  visitation  must  be  efficient,  or  a  great 
sacrifice  of  child-life  and  happiness  will  ensue.  Unprinci- 
pled and  avaricious  persons,  as  well  as  ignorant  and  shiftless 
ones,  frequently  apply  for  children  to  board ;  and  it  is  only 
by  wise  care  and  good  judgment  that  such  are  not  permitted 
to  attain  their  object. 

5-7.  The  State  Primary  and  Reform  Schools. 
These  are  under  the  charge  of  a  single  Board  of  Trustees,  as 
hitherto.  The  yearly  appropriation  has  been  diminishing  at 
the  two  reform  schools  from  $90,500  (which  was  voted  in 
1878),  to  $51,300  in  1884.  Table  XXIX.  in  the  Appendix 
shows  the  net  yearly  outlay  at  these  reformatories  since 
1854.  For  1885  the  appropriation  can  be  made  smaller 
than  at  any  time  since  1855,  when  it  was  about  $45,000; 
the  necessary  current  expenses  for  the  coming  year,  in  our 
opinion,  not  being  more  than  $45,000  for  an  average  num- 
ber of  200  boys  and  girls.  The  present  number  is  about 
215,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  it  will  average  more 
than  200  in  1885.  The  diminished  cost  in  recent  years  is 
owing  to  the  greatly  decreased  average  number  of  pupils, 
who  have  gradually  diminished  for  a  long  time,  and  are  now 
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little  more  than  one-fourth  the  number  that  was  found  in  the 
State  Eeformatories  seven  years  ago.  On  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1866,  there  were  603  boys  at  Westborough  and  the 
school-ships,  and  140  girls  at  Lancaster, —  in  all,  therefore, 
743  pupils  at  the  State  Eeformatories,  which  now  contain 
less  than  215  pupils.  The  net  expenses  of  these  reforma- 
tories in  1867  were  $131,600  ;  in  1884  they  have  been  less 
than  $41,000, —  a  reduction  due  in  part  to  the  system 
adopted  of  placing  and  visiting  children,  and  amounting, 
after  sixteen  years,  to  $90,000  a  year.  The  cash  earnings 
at  Westborough  and  Lancaster  for  1884  have  been  about 
$6,500 :  they  do  not  directly  diminish  the  sums  drawn 
from  the  treasury  for  the  two  schools,  but  reimburse  the 
State  for  a  part  of  the  money  expended ;  and,  taking  these 
reimbursements  into  account,  the  two  reformatories  last  year 
cost  the  State  less  than  $41,000  ;  which  sum,  in  consequence 
of  further  reimbursements  by  the  cities  and  towns,  has  been 
further  reduced  below  $35,000  for  the  year  ending  October 
1,  1884.  The  appropriations  and  expenses  at  Monson  have 
increased  slightly,  and  the  net  cost  there,  including  what  is 
paid  for  children  boarded  out,  was  about  $52,400  for  the 
year  ending  October  1,  1884,  and  a  little  more  than  this  for 
the  calendar  year. 

5.     The  State  Primary  School. 
Superintendent,  Amos  Andrews. 

Between  the  close  of  the  year  which  the  annual  report  of 
this  school  covers  and  the  close  of  the  calendar  year,  Col. 
Tufts,  who  had  been  Superintendent  for  about  five  years, 
resigned  to  take  charge  of  the  Massachusetts  Eeformatory  at 
Concord,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Andrews,  the  present* 
Superintendent,  who  took  charge  at  Monson  about  the  middle 
of  December. 

The  whole  number  of  persons  at  Monson,  during  the  year 
ending  Oct.  1,  1884,  was  613,  of  whom  197  appeared  as 
admissions  during  the  year ;  but  of  these  admissions  only 
144  were  new  comers,  and  only  66  of  these  were  admitted 
from  the   State  Almshouse  at  Tevvksbury ;  while   43  were 
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children  committed  by  the  courts  to  the  custody  of  the 
Board,  and  temporarily  placed  in  the  Primary  School.  The 
average  number  of  children  and  adults  maintained  during 
the  year  was  425,  besides  which  an  average  of  24  children 
were  boarded  outside,  and  paid  for  from  the  special  appro- 
priation. The  whole  number  of  children  present  during  the 
year  was  about  585  :  one  child  was  born,  and  3  died,  during 
the  year.  The  average  weekly  cost  of  each  child  main- 
tained was  $2.30,  or  considerably  less  than  the  cost  of  pupils 
either  at  Westborough  or  Lancaster,  and  less  also  than  the 
average  weekly  cost  in  the  reformatory  and  charitable 
schools  named  in  Table  XXVIII.  of  the  Appendix;  but 
about  the  same  as  in  the  local  reformatories  and  truant 
schools  mentioned  in  the  same  Table.  There  are  in  the  school 
at  the  present  time  about  100  children,  who  are  in  the  imme- 
diate custody  of  the  Board,  but  temporarily  residing  at 
Monson.  It  would  be  expedient  to  decrease  this  number, 
which  has  recently  been  gaining,  if  good  boarding-places 
could  be  found.  The  management,  instruction,  and  disci- 
pline of  the  Primary  School  continue  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
the  children  there  have  been  remarkably  free  from  contagious 
diseases  during  the  past  year,  considering  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  exposed  to  contagion  from  children  admitted 
from  the  general  community,  or  transferred  from  the  State 
Almshouse. 


6.     The  Lyman  School  for  Boys  at  Westborough. 

Joseph  A.  Allen,  Superintendent. 

An  Act  of  the  last  session,  chapter  323,  has  made  an 
important  change  in  the  Westborough  School,  besides  the 
change  of  name.  In  terms,  this  Act  assigns  to  the  trustees 
of  the  Westborough  School  all  the  lands  and  buildiogs 
remaining  after  the  assignment  of  the  main  buildings  and 
the  adjacent  land  to  the  Westborough  insane  hospital,  and 
authorizes  the  expenditure  of  $15,000  to  purchase  land  and 
construct  buildings  there.  But,  in  fact,  this  part  of  the  Act 
has  remained  inoperative  from  the   reluctance  of  the    Gov- 
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ernor  and  the  trustees  to  build  on  the  land  remaining,  or  to 
purchase  other  land  adjoining.  It  is  therefore  the  intention 
of  the  trustees,  provided  the  Legislature  so  ordain,  and  the 
Governor  consents,  to  remove  the  Lyman  School  from  its 
old  location,  and  allow  that  estate  to  belong  entire  to  the 
new  hospital.  No  location  for  the  school  has  yet  been 
chosen  and,  therefore,  the  boys  remain  in  the  main  buildings 
and  in  the  two  "  trust  houses,"  —  the  Farm  house  and  the 
Peters  house.  It  is  expected  that  some  of  them,  perhaps  as 
many  as  20,  will  be  removed  from  the  Lyman  School,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  chapter  255  of  the  Acts  of 
1884,  section  13,  to  the  Massachusetts  Reformatory  at  Con- 
cord ;  and  we  would  recommend  that  this  removal  take  place 
as  soon  as  practicable.  The  Westbo rough  boys  who  are 
proper  subjects  for  the  Concord  Reformatory  are  not  only 
out  of  place  at  Westborough,  but  exert  a  very  pernicious 
influence  on  the  younger  boys.  Chapter  323  further  pro- 
vides, as  has  long  been  recommended  by  this  Board,  that  no 
boy  above  the  age  of  15  shall  be  committed  to  the  Lyman 
School ;  and  this  provision  may  at  first  somewhat  diminish 
the  number  of  commitments,  which  increased  between  the 
passage  of  the  Act  and  the  date  of  its  going  into  full  opera- 
tion (Oct.  1,  1884).  When  the  incorrigible  boys  shall 
have  been  removed  from  the  school,  however,  and  especially 
when  it  shall  have  been  established  in  new  buildings,  better 
adapted  to  its  objects,  the  number  of  commitments  may  con- 
siderably increase. 

The  occupation  by  the  State  Workhouse  of  a  portion  of 
the  Westborough  buildings  has  gone  on  for  a  year  and  a  half 
without  any  serious  inconvenience  to  the  school ;  while  the 
Workhouse  itself  has  derived  many  advantages  from  the 
neighborhood  of  the  school.  This  joint  occupation,  which 
has  just  ended  by  the  removal  of  the  Workhouse  paupers  to 
Bridgewater,  has  slightly  diminished  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Westborough  school  for  the  year  past.  These  expenses 
have  been  less  than  for  many  years, — the  net  cost  to  the 
State  treasury  not  exceeding  $20,000  for  1884  ;  while  the  net 
cost  to  the  public,  —  including  the  towns  and  cities  which  pay 
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for  the  support  of  pupils,  has  been  about  $25,000.  The 
average  weekly  cost  continues  to  be  large,  because  the 
number  of  pupils  is  small ;  but  is  less  than  for  some  years 
past. 


7.     The  State  Industrial  School  at  Lancaster. 

N.  Porter  Brown,  Superintendent 

This  school,  like  that  at  Westborough,  is  too  small  for  its 
present  location,  and  therefore  costs  more  than  would  be 
needful  in  a  place  better  adapted  to  its  inmates.  The  net 
cost  at  Lancaster  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1884,  was 
about  $15,000,  and  for  the  calendar  year  1884,  was  not  far 
above  the  same  sum.  This  outlay  was  made  for  an  average 
of  less  than  70  girls ;  and  the  number  remaining,  Jan.  1, 
1885,  was  only  74.  The  pains  taken  by  the  Trustees  and 
the  school  officers  to  place  out  as  many  girls  as  possible  has 
had  the  effect  of  increasing  the  proportionate  number  of  un- 
desirable girls  now  remaining  at  Lancaster.  Some  of  these 
should  be  transferred  to  the  Sherborn  Prison,  for  which  they 
are  better  adapted,  by  habits  and  character,  than  for  a  school 
like  that  of  Lancaster,  which  should  not  be  a  place  of  de- 
tention for  incorrigible  young  women,  but  a  training  school 
for  girls  who  can  be  sent  out  into  families  without  too  much 
risk  to  themselves  and  to  the  community. 

Children  Placed  Out  from  the  Schools. 

A  Table  in  the  Appendix  is  given  to  show  the  number  of 
pupils  originally  in  the  three  schools  last  named,  who  are 
now  living  in  families  in  Massachusetts  or  the  neighboring 
States,  but  who  may  be  returned  to  the  schools  at  any  time, 
and  are  in  fact  so  returned,  to  the  number  of  several  hun- 
dred in  each  year.  Of  the  1,243  children  mentioned  in 
Table  XXXI. ,  as  being  subject  to  visitation  October  1st, 
only  988  were  actually  living  in  known  families,  —  674  boys 
and  314  girls.  Of  this  whole  number  110,  —  71  boys  and  39 
girls,  — were  in  boarding  places  at  the  cost  of  the  State  ;  about 
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a  fourth  part  of  them  having  their  board  paid  from  the  Pri- 
mary School  appropriation  of  $3,000,  and  the  other  three- 
fourths  paid  from  the  appropriation  of  this  Board.  Since 
October  this  number  in  boarding  places  has  increased  to 
nearly  130,  and  continues  to  grow  larger  every  quarter. 

The  other  children,  878  in  all  (besides  10  children,  —  1 
boy,  9  girls  placed  out  from  the  almshouses)  are  living  in 
families  where  they  work  for  their  board,  or  are  treated  as 
members  of  the  family,  or  receive  wages.  There  are  also 
in  the  State  Primary  School  132  children, —  (105  boys,  27 
girls)  who  remain  in  the  Primary  School,  though  committed 
to  the  care  of  this  Board  ;  there  are  32  children  in  prisons 
and  reformatories,  13  children  in  other  institutions,  and  68 
children  (runaways,  etc.)  whose  whereabouts  are  unknown. 
Of  the  latter  class  14  are  girls,  and  54  boys. 


Inmates  of  the   State   Establishments,  and   the  Cost 
of  their  Support,  1878-1884. 

The  State  establishments  already  mentioned  contain  many 
persons  for  whose  support  the  State  does  not  pay.  This  is 
particularly  true  of  the  lunatic  hospitals,  where  the  State 
only  pays  for  the  board  of  its  own  patients,  —  in  all,  during 
the  calendar  year  1884,  $126,975.40.  This  is  a  less  amount, 
although  the  number  of  patients  is  greater,  than  was  paid  in 
1878,  the  last  year  before  the  present  Board  was  established. 
The  whole  cost  of  the  State  patients  in  that  year  was  $134,- 
463,  or  nearly  $7,500  more  than  last  year.  In  the  other 
State  establishments,  on  the  whole,  the  expenditure  has 
diminished  since  1878  by  more  than  $50,000.  But  during  this 
same  period  of  six  years,  the  cost  of  the  State  beneficiaries 
outside  of  the  establishments  has  increased  more  than  $30,000, 
—  the  chief  increase  being  for  the  board  of  children  placed 
in  families,  and  for  the  care  of  the  Sick  State  Poor.  The 
inmates  of  all  the  State  establishments  were  as  follows  at 
the  latest  date  available,  — 
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At  the  State  Almshouse.  1,145  (average  fur  1884,  1,014). 

Men 554  Inmates  of  Asylum  for  the 

Women,      ....  514  Insane  (included above),  297 

Boys, 42  Males,         ....  13 

Girls, 35  Females,      .         .         .        .  284 


At  the  State  Primary  School,  446  (average  for  1884,  421). 

Men —  Pupils  (included  above),   .  401 

Women 24  Boys, 300 

Boys, 311  Girls, 101 

Girls Ill 


At  the  State  Workhouse,  540  (average  for  1884,  213). 

Men, 535   ]   Convicts,  males,  .         .        256 

Women,       .    •    .         .        .  5  females,       .         .  1 

I   Paupers,  adults, .         .         .        283 

At    the   Worcester    Lunatic   Hospital,    760    (average   for 
1884,  756). 

382 

378 


State  patients,     . 

190 

Males, 

Town  patients,    . 

459 

Females, 

Private  patients, 

111 

At  the  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital,  652  (average  for  1884, 
631). 

318 
334 


State  patients,     . 

118 

Males, 

Town  patients,    . 

465 

Females, 

Private  patients, 

69 

At  the  Northampton  Lunatic  Hospital,  467  (average  for 
1884,  461). 

State  patients,  .  .  .  147  Males,  ....  225 
Town  patients,  ...  261  Females,  ....  242 
Private  patients,  .         .  59 

At  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital,  705  (average  for  1884, 

725;. 

State  patients,     .         .        .         180      Males,  .        .         .         .        351 

Town  patients,  .  .  .  421  ,  Females,  ....  354 
Private  patients,  .         .        104  | 
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At   the   Worcester   Chronic   Asylum,  386    (average    for 

1884,  395). 

State  patients,     .         .         .         107   i  Males,  ....        203 

Town  patients,   .         .         .        279   |  Females,     ....         183 

At  the  Lyman  School  for  Boys,  139   (average  for  1884, 
136). 

Boys,         .        .        .  '      . 139 

At  the  State  Industrial  School,  74  (average  for  1884,  65). 
Girls, 74 

At  the  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble -Minded,  143 
(average  for  1884,  141). 

Males,        . 89 

Females,    .        ...        .        .        .        .        .        .        .54 

The  aggregate   of    these  averages   is    4,958.     The   total 
number  Jan.  1,  1885,  was  5,457. 

Summary  of  Inmates  of  State  Establishments,  Jan.  1, 

1885. 

Institutions  for  the  Insane. 

Males,     . 1,492 

Females, .        .        1,775 

Total, 3,267 

State  patients, 992 

Town  patients, 1,931 

Private  patients, ,  344 

Total  (as  above), 3,267 

State    Almshouse    (excluding     the    Asylum),    State 

Primary  School,  and  State  Workhouse,     .        .        .  1,834 
Lyman  School  for  Boys,  State  Industrial  School,  and 

the  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded,     ....  356 

Aggregate,  (January,  1885) 5,457 

(January,  1884), 5,086 

(January,  1879),        * 4,589 

These  aggregates  show  an  increase  within  six  years  of  868, 
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chiefly  due  to  the  increase  of  insane  and  idiotic  persons. 
The  insane  alone,  who,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1879,  num- 
bered only  2,387,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1884,  3,164, 
are  now  3,267,  —  having  increased  103  in  the  last  year,  and 
8^0  in  six  years. 

In  addition  to  the  above  persons  in  establishments,  there 
were,  Jan.  1,  1885,  children  under  the  a^e  of  10  years 
to  the  number  of  234,  boarding  in  families  at  the  expense  of 
the  appropriations  made  for  this  Board,  and  28  children 
boarding  in  families  at  the  expense  of  the  Primary  School 
appropriation ;  in  all,  262  children  for  whom  board  is  paid 
by  the  State.  The  number  of  the  Sick  State  Poor  outside 
of  the  establishments  on  the  1st  of  January  can  only  be 
estimated,  but  must  have  exceeded  400;  while  the  number 
of  persons  temporarily  aided  was  perhaps  100  more.  This 
would  make  an  aggregate,  within  and  without  the  establish- 
ments, of  something  more  than  6,200  persons,  of  whom 
about  4.000  were  supported  or  aided  by  the  State  ;  the  rest 
being  maintained  at  the  cost  of  towns  and  cities,  or  of  indi- 
viduals. Judging  by  the  January  returns  from  the  cities 
and  towns  which  have  already  been  received,  there  were, 
on  Jan.  1,  1885,  7,850  paupers  fully  supported  in  the  347 
municipalities  of  Massachusetts  ;  21,300  persons  aided  or 
partially  supported,  and  700  tramps  or  vagrants  lodging  in 
station-houses  and  almshouses.  This  would  give  a  total  of 
SO, COO  paupers,  to  which  should  be  added  3,400  State  poor 
supported  in  the  State  establishments,  and  262  children 
boarding  in  families.  The  aggregate  would  be  34,262,  which 
is  the  estimated  number  of  public  dependents  in  Massachu- 
setts at  the  latest  date  available. 

Expenditures  by  the  State. 
To  what  extent  expenses  have  been  reduced  or  increased 
since  1878,  at  the  State  establishments,  except  the  lunatic 
hospitals,  will  appear  by  the  following  schedule  of  appro- 
priations and  expenses  for  the  years  1878,  1883,  and  1884. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  decrease 
in  all  since  1878,  except  the  State  Almshouse,  which  has 
slightly  increased  :  — 
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NET    COST    TO    THE    STATE. 

In  the  above-named  establishments,  except  the  School  for 
Feeble-Minded,  the  net  cost  to  the  State  is  considerably  less 
than  the  total  above  given  for  the  years  named,  because  of 
the  earnings  from  labor,  the  product  of  sales,  and  the  reim- 
bursement by  the  cities  and  towns  of  a  part  of  the  sum 
drawn  from  the  State  Treasury. 
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DETAILED    STATEMENT    OF    EXPENSES. 


PAKT     SIXTH 


DETAILED  STATEMENT    OF    EXPENSES   OF  THE   BOARD 
AND    ITS    DEPARTMENTS. 


Expenses  of  the  Board  for  the  Official   Year  Ending  Sept. 
30,  1884,  Classified  by  Departments. 


Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity. 

Travelling  Expenses, $1,005  56 

Counsel  Fees, 50  00 

Clerk  hire,         . 70  00 

Printing,  Publications  and  Stationery,     .        .                 .         .  205  02 

Postage  and  Expressage, 35  00 

Total, $1,365  58 

Department  of  Health. 

Salary  of  S.  W.  Abbott, $2,500  00 

"  A.  E.  Davis, 1,000  00 

Travelling  Expenses, 183  12 

Furniture  and  Repairs, 236  73 

Special  Reports  and  Investigations, 244  00 

Books,  Printing  and  Stationery, 887  67 

Postage,  Expressage  and  Telegrams, 206  24 

Special  Clerk  hire  and  Messenger, 345  50 

Total, $5,603  26 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

(  Under  Direction  of  Department  of  Health.) 

Salary  of  E.  S.  Wood, $1,500  00 

"   B.  F.  Davenport, 1,000  00 

"        "   C.  A.  Goessmann,     ...                 .  500  00 
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STATEMENT    OF    EXPENSES. 


Salary  of  C.  Harrington. 

••    *    ••   H.  P.  Xeal, 
-   J.  H.  Terrv. 


$800  00 

263  88 

190  86 

Printing, 29  63 

Travelling  Expenses,  Prosecutions,  and  Purchases  for  Anal- 
ysis   1,245  23 


Total, $5,529  60 

Department  of  Inspector  of  Charities. 

Salary  of  F.  B.  Sanborn, $2,500  00 

■■     *    -   H.C.Prentiss, 1,500  00 

"    H.  A.  Piirdie, 1,000  00 

"    G.  T.  Jacobs, 750  00 

"   A.  D.  Delano, 750  00 

•■    S.  E.  Sanborn, 600  CO 

Travelling  Expenses  of  Department, 314  06 

Services  and  Expenses  on  Account  of  Almshouse  Visitation,  226  00 
Printing,  Publications,  and  Stationery  (including  expense  of 

Dr.  Channing's  paper  on  Insanity), 333  24 

Postage,  Expressage,  Extra  Clerk  hire,  and  Incidentals,        .  151  11 


Total,          .... 

$8,124  41 

Department  of  In-Door  Poor 

Salary  of  S.  C.  Wrightington,          .... 

.     SI  ■:'.'    DC 

••    C.  M.  Hanson, 

i,.:::  m 

'■    W.  D.  Tripp,     . 

• 

25C    : 

M    B.  Cook,   . 

1,250  00 

"        "   J.  NT.  Lewis, 

1,250  00 

•    A.  G.  Hart, 

1,200  00 

'•   A.  G.  McVey,    . 

1,050  00 

«*        M   H.  H.  Fairbanks, 

1/KX    ".' 

"   C.  A.  Colcord,  . 

1,180  00 

"    G.  E.  Farley,     . 

916  66 

-    G.  H.  Hull, 

925  00 

"   T.  If.  Doane,     . 

JOC    3C 

"   II.  E.  Lappen,  . 

1,080  00 

"   P.  Glynn, 

800  00 

li    M.  E.  Hanson,  . 

m  : 

"   J.  TV.  Wright,  . 

600  00 

44   E.  T.  Allen, 

600  00 

M    E.  L.  Fifeher,     . 

600  00 

;-   B.  W.  Jacobs,    . 

150  00 
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Travelling  Expenses, 
Printing,  Publications  and  Stationery, 
Postage,  Expressage  and  Telegrams, 
Furniture  and  Incidentals, 
Immigration  Office  Expenses,  . 


Total, 


S3 

,453 

00 

595 

64 

191 

25 

30 

75 

720 

40 

$23,342  70 


Department  of  Out-Door  Poor. 

Salary  of  H.  B.  Wheelwright,. 
«    "    «    G.  B.  Tufts,       . 
"        "   E.  F.  Cummings, 
"  S.  M.  Crawford, 
"   S.  A.  Wheeler, 
"   E.  I.  White,       . 
"   A.  G,  Smith,      . 
"    A.  B.  Wetherell, 
"   W.  E.  Carll,      . 
"         •'   B.  A.  Andrews, 
•'        "   J.  P.  Coombs,   . 
"        "    P.  H.  Ferguson, 
"   J.  T.  McFadden, 
"   S.  E.  Hayes,      . 
"        "    A.  M.  Noonan, 
"         "   L.  H.  Brownell, 
"         "    M.  E.  Hamblin, 
«   L.  S.  Crawford, 
"   M.  E.  Parker,    . 
"   E.  S.  Wiley,      . 
Travelling  Expenses, 
Services  and  Expenses  on  account  of  Almshouse  Visitation 
Printing,  Publications  and  Statione; 
Postage,  Expressage  and  Telegram 
Furniture  and  Incidentals, 
Extra  Clerk  hire, 


Total, 


£>  c  •->  a 

33 

1,500 

00 

1,500  CO 

1.000 

00 

1,000  00 

1,200 

00 

209 

50 

600 

00 

240  00 

600  00 

614 

09 

525 

03 

600 

03 

785 

00 

59Q 

00 

628 

00 

628 

00 

403 

03 

318 

00 

322 

00 

2,731 

87 

508 

41 

323 

70 

89  48 

66  SO 

82 

14 

$17,901 

32 

Auxiliary  Visitors. 

(Under  Direction  of  Department  of  In-Door  Poor.) 
Travelling  Expenses, $1,333  47 


Clerk  of  the  Board. 
Salary  of  John  D.  Wells,  .... 


$725  Pf 
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APPKOPRIATIONS,    EXPENSES,    AND    ESTIMATES. 


Summary, 

Expenses  of  Board  H.  L.  &  C,     . 
Department  of  Health, 
Inspection  of  Food  and  Drags,     . 
Department  of  Inspector  of  Charities 
Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,     . 
Department  of  In-Door  Poor, 
Auxiliary  Visitors, 
Clerk  of  the  Board, 


$1,365  58 

5,603  26 

5,529  60 

8,124  41 

17,901  32 

23,342  70 

1,333  47 

725  80 


$63,926  14 


Note.  — Of  the  amount  charged  to  the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor,  $828  is 
properly  chargeable  to  other  appropriations;  $128  having  being  paid  out  of  the 
Appropriation  for  Indigent  and  Neglected  Children ;  $230  out  of  the  Appropriation  for 
Outside  Foundlings;  and  $470  out  of  the  Appropriation  for  Temporary  Support  of 
Paupers.  It  is  farther  to  be  observed  that  the  travelling  expenses  of  this  Depart- 
ment have  been  materially  increased  by  the  suspension,  about  the  midde  of  the 
official  year,  of  the  free  transportation  formerly  furnished  to  the  visiting  agents  by 
Railroad  Companies  in  this  State 


Appropriations  and  Expenses  for  the  calendar  year  1884, 
and  Estimates  for  1885. 


Appropriations, 

Expenses, 

Estimates, 

1884. 

1884. 

1885. 

Expenses  of  the  Board,   . 

$1,600  00 

$1,570  35 

$1,600   00 

Clerk   of  the  Board  —  Salary 

and  Office  Expenses,    . 

- 

—    * 

1,700  00 

Department  of  Health,    . 

8,500  00 

6,149  38f 

8,500  00 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Drugs, 

10,000  00 

6,913  61$ 

10,000  00 

Department    of    Inspector  of 

Charities,      .... 

8,000  00 

7,969  74 

8,000  00 

Department  of  In-Door  Poor, 

25,000  00 

24,040  83 

25,000  00 

Department  of  Out-Door  Poor, 

17,000  00 

16,864  77 

17,500  00 

Auxiliary  Visitors    . 

1,600  00 

1,191  96 

1,500  00 

$71,700  00 

$64,700  64 

$73,800  00 

*  The  expense  on  this  account  in  1884  amounted  to  $975.80,  and  was  charged  to 
the  Department  of  Out-Door  Poor. 

f  This  amount  will  be  considerably  increased  by  expenses  incurred,  but  not  yet 
paid. 

%  The  rate  of  expenditure  on  this  account,  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  cal- 
endar year,  is  much  greater  than  would  appear  from  the  above  figures,  —  the  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $5,000  not  having  been  made  till  towards  the  end  of  the 
legislative  session. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS.  — HEALTH. 


PAET    SEVENTH 


SUMMARY    OF   RECOMMENDATIONS. 


For  the  convenience  of  the  public,  the  Board  deems  it 
proper  to  make  a  summary  of  the  recommendations  already 
mentioned  in  the  body  of  the  Eeport. 

Public  Health. 

The  Board  renews  its  recommendation  of  former  years  that 
chap.  80,  sect.  3,  of  the  Public  Statutes,  be  so  amended,  as 
to  provide  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  each  town  shall, 
in  January  of  each  year,  appoint  two  persons,  neither  of 
whom  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and 
one  of  whom  shall  be  a  physician  (provided  there  be  a  res- 
ident physician),  who,  together  with  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  shall  constitute  the  Board  of  Health  of 
such  town  ;  the  Board  so  constituted  to  enter  upon  its  du- 
ties at  a  time  to  be  fixed  by  law ;  the  terms  of  office  of  the 
two  appointed  members  to  be  so  arranged  at  the  time  of 
appointment,  that  the  term  of  one  shall  expire  on  the  first 
Monday  in  February  in  each  year  after  the  year  in  which  the 
appointment  may  be  made. 

A  recommendation  is  made  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  ap- 
ply to  all  cities  of  the  Commonwealth,  regulating  the  interior 
and  exterior  construction  of  tenement-houses  with  reference 
to  the  public  health. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  stronger  preparations  of 
opium  should  not  be  sold  at  retail  without  the  written  pre- 
scription   of  a   physician  ;  and   that   a  record  of  each  sale 
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RECOMMENDATIONS.  —  HEALTH. 

should  be  kept  as  provided  by  statute,  concerning  sales  of 
arsenic,  strychnine,  prussic  acid,  etc.  ;  and  that  sales  of  such 
preparations  of  opium  be  subject  to  similar  penalties  as  in 
the  case  of  the  drugs  recited.  Vid.  Public  Statutes,  chap. 
208,  sect.  6. 

As  the  Statutes  provide  that  the  lower  courts  of  the  Com- 
monwealth shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  cases  in  which  the 
penalty  exceeds  $100,  and  it  is  desirable  that  complaints  may 
be  made,  and  parties  prosecuted,  in  said  lower  courts,  in 
the  matter  of  the  sale  of  adulterated  milk ;  we  therefore 
recommend  that  chap.  57,  sect.  5,  of  the*  Public  Statutes  be 
amended  by  substituting  for  the  words  "two  hundred,"  in 
the  eighth  line  of  said  section,  the  words  "  one  hundred." 

It  is  desirable  that  the  Public  Statutes  be  so  amended  as 
to  empower  this  Board  to  take  action  in  the  case  of  any 
trade,  not  essentially  noxious,  but  which  may  have  become 
noxious  or  offensive  by  reason  of  its  location  or  its  mode  of 
operation. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  general  progress 
westward,  in  Mediterranean  countries,  during  the  past  two 
seasons,  of  epidemic  cholera,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  his- 
tory of  the  disease,  during  the  past  half-century  or  more, 
shows  that  its  appearance  in  European  ports  has  been  fol- 
lowed, within  one,  two,  or  three  years,  by  its  appearance 
in  the  United  States;  and  the' Board  here  urges  renewed 
attention  to  the  great  importance  of  thorough  and  careful 
inspection,  and  vigorous  enforcement  of  sanitary  laws  and 
ordinances,  on  the  part  of  cities  and  towns,  as  a  measure 
of  absolute  necessity  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
the  disease,  should  it  once  gain  a  foothold  in  Massachusetts  ; 
and  to  the  circular  letter  issued  by  the  Board,  upon  the  sub- 
ject, to  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
Board  also  invites  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  in  this  con- 
nection, to  the  following  vote  passed  by  the  Conference  of 
Local  Boards  of  Health,  held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  10, 
1884:  "Voted,  that  State  legislatures  be  recommended  to 
provide  contingent  funds  in  each  State,  to  be  at  the  disposal 
of  State  Boards  of  Health,  in  case  of  the  advent  of  cholera." 
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Lunacy. 

The  Board  recommends  that  chap.  234  of  the  Acts  of 
1884,  concerning  the  establishing,  by  cities  containing  more 
than  50,000  inhabitants,  of  asylums  for  the  chronic  insane, 
be  made  compulsory  on  such  cities. 

The  Board  farther  recommends  that,  owing  to  the  increas- 
ing number  of  the  pauper  chronic  insane,  the  asylum  for  the 
insane  at  the  State  Almshouse  be  enlarged  and  added  to,  that 
there  may  be  the  means  of  providing  therein  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  a  total  number  of  patients  not  exceeding 
600,  and  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $140,000. 

(Mrs.  Leonard,  as  a  member  of  the  Board,  dissents  from 
this  recommendation.) 

To  relieve  the  State  establishments  in  some  measure  from 
the  increasing  number  of  the  chronic  insane,  asylums  to  be 
established  by  the  union  of  several  towns,  in  various  parts 
of  the  State,  have  been  advocated  ;  and  the  Board  is  inclined 
to  favor  such  a  policy  by  legislation,  if  the  evils  which  were 
attendant  upon  the  old  county  receptacle  system  can  by 
legislative  safeguards  be  avoided  in  the  management  of  such 
asylums. 

The  Board  also  recommends  that  the  law  requiring  chil- 
dren to  be  excluded  from  municipal  almshouses  be  made 
more  stringent;  and  that,  after  the  year  1885,  no  children 
be  allowed  to  remain  in  any  city  or  town  almshouse  unless 
they  be  invalids,  or  of  the  feeble-minded  class,  whose  re- 
moval may  be  unadvisable. 

Public  Charity. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  already  made  in  Part 
Fourth  of  this  Report,  the  Board  recommends  the  adoption 
of  the  following  amendments  to  the  Public  Statutes  :  — 

—  That  chap.  84,  sect.  17,  be  amended  by  inserting, 
after  the  words  «*  chapter  twenty-six,"  in  the  Utk  line,  the 
words  »•  provided  that  written  notice  of  such  death  and 
burial  shall  have  been  given  to  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
Lunacy  and  Charity  within  ten  days  after  such  burial" ;  and 
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by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  Commonwealth,"  in  the  thir- 
teenth line,  the  words  "  a  sum  not  exceeding." 

—  That  chap.  86,  sect.  25,  be  amended  by  adding  to  the 
section  the  following  words  :  "The  notice  herein  required 
shall  be  signed,  in  cases  of  sick  persons  whose  health  would 
be  endangered  by  removal,  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  or 
by  such  officer  as  they  may  see  fit  by  special  vote  to  appoint ; 
and  they  or  he  shall  certify,  after  a  personal  examination, 
that  in  their  or  his  opinion  such  removal  of  the  person 
named  in  such  notice,  at  the  time  of  his  application  for  aid, 
would  endanger  his  health." 

—  That  chap.  86,  sect.  26,  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  word  "required,"  in  the  third  line,  the  words 
"with  a  distinct  declaration,  accompanying  each  bill,  that 
the  amount  charged  for  has  been  paid  from  the  city  or  town 
treasury." 

—  That  chap.  86,  sect.  31,  be  amended  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "  State  pauper,"  in  the  second  line,  the 
words  "  written  notice  having  been  given  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity  within  twenty  days  from  the 
time  when  aid  shall  have  first  been  given." 

—  That  chap.  103  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  a  new 
section,  as  follows  :  — 

"  Sect.  21.  The  Chief  of  the  District  Police  shall,  upon 
the  request  of  the  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity, 
detail  an  officer  from  his  force,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
and  furnishing  to  the  Board  of  information  relative  to  the 
parents  and  kindred  of  deserted  and  unprotected  children ; 
and  also  the  furnishing  of  necessary  evidence  with  regard  to 
bastardy  cases  wherein  the  Board  becomes  by  law  a  party  in 
behalf  of  the  State." 

Prior  to  Dec.  22,  1882,  there  was  a  controversy  between 
the  authorities  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  Board,  con- 
cerning the  form  of  notice  given  by  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  in  relation  to  claims  of  the  Sick  State  Poor.  The 
Board  held  that  a  large  number  of  notices  given  prior  to  that 
date  were  not  made  and  given  conformably  to  law.  After 
Dec.  22,   1882,  the  form  of  notice  was   changed,  but  the 
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claims  under  the  notices  subsequently  given  were  held  in 
abeyance,  owing  to  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  later 
form  of  notice.  The  Board  finally  admitted  the  later  form 
to  be  sufficient;  and  the  bills  from  Dec.  22,  1882,  to  Dec. 
31,  1883,  held  in  abeyance,  have  been  audited,  and  amount 
to  $6,503.56.  From  Dec.  31,  1883,  to  Dec.  31,  1884,  other 
claims  of  the  city  of  Boston,  under  the  same  form  of  notice, 
have  to  be  audited,  to  an  amount  estimated  at  $9,000,  making 
a  total  of  $15,503.56.  An  appropriation  of  the  last-named 
amount  is  therefore  required,  and  is  recommended  to  the 
Legislature. 
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THE    FAMILY    SYSTEM   FOR   THE    INSANE. 


PAKT    EIGHTH. 


THE  FAMILY  SYSTEM    AS  AN   ACCESSORY   PROVISION    FOR 
OUR  INSANE  POOR. 


By  Henry  R.  Stedman,  M.D. 


[The  following  Paper  has  been  contributed  at  the  request  of  the  Board,  and  is 
published  as  a  view  of  a  peculiar  method  of  treating  the  insane  which  has  eminent 
medical  authority  in  its  support.] 

Among  the  variety  of  measures  which  have  been  proposed 
for  the  relief  of  our  dependent  insane,  and  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  the  burden  which  their  proper  care  imposes,  is 
one  which,  except  for  occasional  recommendations  by  our 
Charitable  Boards,  has  never  been  strongly  advocated  in  this 
State,  and  has  never  met  with  general  favor  on  the  part  of 
alienists  at  large,  especially  in  this  country. 

The  measure  referred  to  is  a  system  of  boarding-out  the 
quiet  and  harmless  insane  of  the  dependent  class  in  private 
dwellings  under  official  supervision,  for  the  double  purpose 
of  relieving  the  overcrowded  state  of  our  lunatic  hospitals 
and  of  improving  at  the  same  time  the  comfort  and  well- 
being  of  these  patients. 

While  there  has  been  the  tendency,  incident  to  the  propo- 
sal of  all  novel  beneficent  schemes  of  any  importance,  to 
seek  out  and  magnify  their  disadvantages,  there  has  not 
been,  regarding  this  measure,  a  corresponding  inclination  to 
investigate  its  merits.  It  has  therefore  happened  that  it  has 
had  but  little  justice  done  it. 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the  steady  and  rapid  increase 
in  the  total  number  of  the  insane  is  generally  known,  and 
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that  the  overcrowding  which  now  exists  in  all  our  institu- 
tions devoted  to  their  care  is  appreciated.  All  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  requirements  for  meeting  this  state  of 
affairs,  are  agreed  that  the  relief  to  be  afforded  in  this 
direction  when  the  Westborough  building  is  completed  will 
be  but  temporary,  as  the  institutions  from  which  it  will 
receive  patients  will  soon  be  overcrowded  again  unless 
further  precautions  are  taken.  Asylum  superintendents 
also  recognize  the  importance  of  "providing  for  this 
increase  as  it  occurs,"  instead  of  "  repeating  the  past  history 
of  injurious  overcrowding  for  years,  and  then  extravagant 
construction  for  the  great  accumulation."* 

It  is  not  so  generally  known,  however,  that  there  is  a 
large  proportion  of  cases,  both  in  and  outside  of  lunatic 
hospitals,  who  do  not  require  to  be  cared  for  in  such  estab- 
lishments, although  still  in  need  of  care  and  supervision. 
These  are  the  demented  and  maniacal  cases,  who  are  quiet 
and  harmless,  and  belong  to  the  chronic  class,  which  forms 
the  bulk  of  the  inmates  of  asylums.  The  number  of  these 
patients  is  not  small,  as  will  be  seen.  If  they  can  be 
adequately  and  economically  provided  for  outside  of  estab- 
lishments, it  follows  that  more  room  and  better  facilities 
will  be  obtained  for  the  treatment  of  curable  cases,  and  others 
in  asylums,  who  are  more  or  less  dangerous,  destructive  and 
offensive,  and  for  whom  asylums  are  necessary.  It  is  the 
object  of  this  paper  to  show  that  it  is  practicable  for  a  large 
number  of  these  harmless  incurables  to  be  properly  provided 
for  in  suitable  families  in  this  State,  under  systematic  expert 
supervision. 

Dr.  Fraser,  one  of  the  Deputy  Commissioners  in  Lunacy 
for  Scotland,  who,  with  his  associate,  Dr.  Lawson,  superin- 
tends the  care  of  over  eighteen  hundred  lunatics  in  private 
dwellings,  in  speaking  of  the  imperfect  knowledge  possessed 
even  by  most  asylum  officials  of  the  extent  to  which  adequate 
provision  for  this  class  can  be  made  in  this  manner,  says  :  — 
"Further  experience  has  proved  to  me,  however,  that  no 

*  Vide  Annual  Report  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital  for  1884,  p.  22. 
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mere  discussion  of  the  subject  can  enable  a  person  to  appre- 
ciate the  capabilities  of  this  scheme  of  providing  for  the 
chronic  insane,  its  present  extent,  aud  the  good  results 
which  have  been  obtained  from  it.  I  am  also  convinced 
that  a  practical  insight  into  its  real  nature  is  necessary  to 
all  concerned  in  providing  for  the  insane.  As  it  is  out  of 
the  question  for  any  one  who  has  never  inspected  or  studied 
asylums  to  speak  intelligently  of  the  care  and  treatment  of 
the  insane  in  asylums  and  the  capabilities  of  such  institu- 
tions to  fulfil  their  humane  purpose,  in  like  manner  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  the  practicability  and  the  advantage 
of  domestic  care  can  ever  be  properly  understood  by  any  one 
who  has  not  carefully  observed  what  is  going  on  in  those 
localities  in  which  the  system  is  in  active  working  order.  I 
would  therefore  recommend  all  interested  in  the  question  of 
how  the  ever-increasing  number  of  chronic  lunatics  is  to  be 
provided  for,  and  especially  I  would  recommend  medical 
officers  of  those  asylums  in  which  overcrowding  is  beginning 
to  be  felt,  to  make  themselves,  as  far  as  they  have  the  oppor- 
tunity, practically  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
boarded-out  insane."  *  The  writer,  having  gone  over  this 
ground  after  the  manner  indicated  by  Dr.  Fraser,  ventures  to 
describe  the  system  in  vogue  in  Scotland,  and  afterwards 
to  consider  the  subject  in  all  its  important  bearings  with 
reference  to  the  feasibility  of  the  adoption  of  a  similar  sys- 
tem in  this  State. 

The  Belgian  Method  inferior  to  the  Scottish. 

Of  the  two  representatives  of  the  boarding-out  system  — 
viz.,  the  Belgian  (at  Gheel)  and  the  Scottish  —  there  are 
several  objections  to  the  former  as  a  model,  beside  the  fact 
that  the  Scottish  organization  appears  to  possess  all  the 
advantages  of  the  much-described  Belgian  colony,  with  none 
of  its  drawbacks.  Among  the  considerations  which  would 
seem  likely  to  discourage  any  would-be  imitators  of  the 
Belgian  settlement,  and  to  deter  the  introduction  of  any  such 

*  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  for 
Scotland,  p.  142. 
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system  in  this  country,  are  :  Its  development  from  a  popular 
superstition,  and  the  fact  that  five  centuries  elapsed  before  it 
reached  its  present  proportions  and  efficiency  of  management. 
Another  objection  may  well  have  been  raised,  that  so  large  a 
single  community  of  insane  people,  although  living  in  sepa- 
rate dwellings,  would  tend,  by  its  increase,  toward  a  greater 
aggregation  than  would  be  desirable.  Another  tendency  to 
be  feared  from  a  single  increasing  community  of  this  kind  in 
a  State,  is  the  gradual  diminution  of  interests  outside  of 
families  in  the  way  of  employment,  and  the  development  of 
a  race  of  mere  keepers,  so  to  say,  in  the  place  of  a  commu- 
nity interested  in  other  pursuits  as  well  —  a  result  alike  disas- 
trous to  patient  and  guardian.  But  the  weightiest  reasons 
for  preferring  the  Scotch  to  the  Belgian  method,  admirable 
though  that  is  in  many  respects,  are  that  in  race,  lan- 
guage, religion,  characteristics,  habits  and  social  conditions 
generally,  the  Scotch  more  nearly  resemble  our  people. 
Moreover,  the  methods  of  providing  for  certain  sane  pau- 
pers in  families,  and  the  insane  poor  in  asylums  and  alms- 
houses, are  theoretically  the  same  in  Massachusetts  and  in 
Scotland.  The  latter  relations  will  be  found  to  have 
important  bearings. 

Anticipating  that  the  following  account  of  the  Scotch  sys- 
tem may  be  objected  to  as  far  too  detailed  for  the  require- 
ments of  our  subject,  the  explanation  is  offered  that  the 
opposition  to  the  proposed  scheme  cannot,  to  our  mind,  be 
more  effectively  met  than  by  demonstrating  its  successful 
operation  in  each  and  every  particular  in  which  its  failure 
was  predicted  in  Scotland,  and  is  now  predicted,  if  it  should 
be  adopted  in  this  State.  This  is  especially  true  of  the 
matters  of  guardianship,  supervision  and  expense. 

An  Account  of  the  Scotch  System. 
Statistics. — The  average  number  of  insane  persons  in 
asylums,  lunatic  wards  of  poorhouses,  and  private  dwellings 
throughout  Scotland  during  five  years  immediately  preced- 
ing January  1,  1884,  was  9,988.  These  comprise  all  luna- 
tics under  official  cognizance.     The  average  number  of  pan- 
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per  patients   living  with  relatives   or  strangers    in  private 
dwellings  during  this  period  was  1,600. 

Distribution  of  Boarded-out  Insane.  —  The  latter  are  now 
distributed  throughout  the  entire  33  counties  of  Scotland 
and  the  islands  of  Skye  and  the  Hebrides,  in  nearly  500  par- 
ishes. The  number  of  patients  in  each  parish  varies  accord- 
ing to  its  population,  size,  and  policy  of  its  authorities,  as 
well  as  the  advantages  possessed  for  the  proper  care  of  this 
class.  The  counties  which  have  more  than  100  lunatics  dis- 
tributed throughout  their  parishes  are  few.  Dr.  Fraser  indi- 
cates the  policy  of  the  Lunacy  Board  in  this  direction  when 
he  says,  in  referring  to  the  localities  which  are  found  to  be 
most  suitable  for  boarding-out  the  insane  :  ' '  The  people  of 
these  localities  have  now,  I  almost  regret  to  say,  become  too 
eager  for  the  charge  of  the  chronic  insane,  and  consequently 
the  increase  in  the  numbers  resident  in  these  places  is,  per- 
haps, leading  to  the  formation  of  a  larger  aggregation  than 
is  desirable,  and  it  may  be  soon  necessary  to  do  something 
in  the  direction  of  dispersing  these  aggregations."*  The 
diversity  of  sections  to  which  patients  are  sent,  is  worthy  of 
mention  here,  as  showing  that  this  class  may  be  properly 
cared  for  in  families,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  physical 
conditions  and  social  characteristics  of  the  localities  in  which 
they  are  situated  may  vary  considerably.  Not  only  in  the 
rural  districts  are  these  homes  found  for  the  insane,  but 
many  are  even  boarded-out  in  the  heart  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, for  example.  In  certain  parishes  it  has  long  been 
customary  to  provide  for  their  chronic  insane  in  families, 
and  the  benefits  of  this  arrangement  being  readily  recog- 
nized, this  arrangement  soon  causes  an  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  patients  thus  provided  for.  Other  parishes  have  no 
such  policy,  but  allow  their  insane  to  accumulate  in  asy- 
lums ;  but  the  number  of  such  parishes  is  small  and  is  dimin- 
ishing every  year,  through  the  exertions  of  the  Lunacy 
Board,  and,  more  particularly,  of  its  deputy  commissioners. 

Recent   Increase    in    Numbers    Due    to    Removals  from 
Asylums.  — There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  number 

*  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  for  Scot- 
land, p.  160. 
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of  patients  provided  for  in  private  dwellings  since  1871,  which 
has  been  particularly  rapid  during  the  last  four  years.  This 
has  been  due,  in  great  measure,  to  the  recognition  of  the 
merits  of  this  method  on  the  part  of  medical  officers  of  asylums 
and  local  inspectors  of  the  poor.  An  instance  of  this  is  the 
fact  that,  in  a  single  year  (1882),  142  patients  were  removed 
from  four  overcrowded  asylums  to  private  dwellings, 
through  the  co-operation  of  the  superintendents  with  those 
in  charge  of  this  department.  They  were  induced  to  do  this, 
however,  only  after  having  investigated  the  condition  of,  and 
the  means  of  caring  for,  other  cases  in  families.  The  com- 
bined daily  average  number  of  patients  in  these  asylums  was 
about  1,120,  or  several  hundreds  less  than  the  number  resi- 
dent in  the  two  largest  lunatic  hospitals  in  this  State. 

Account  of  a  Number  of  Cases  Boarded-out  from  the  Fife 
and  Kinross  Asylum.  —  In  this  connection  the  testimony  of 
Dr.  Turnbull  of  the  Fife  and  Kinross  Asylum,  one  of  the 
superintendents  just  referred  to,  is  of  decided  value.  After 
a  careful  and  laborious  inquiry  into  the  operation  of  the 
boarding-out  system,  including  visits  to  various  parishes 
with  one  of  the  deputy  commissioners,  he  decided  to  give  it 
a  trial,  with  the  hope  of  relieving  for  the  time,  at  least,  the 
overcrowding  at  the  asylum  of  which  he  has  charge,  and 
which  contains  about  300  inmates.  The  following  extract 
is  taken  from  a  letter  received  recently  :  — 

"  Since  March,  1882,  there  have  been  discharged  as  boarded- 
out  patients  from  this  asylum,  23  males  and  29  females  —  total,  52. 
Some  of  these  were  taken  off  our  books  immediately  on  leavii  g 
the  asylum,  others  were  on  trial  by  being  put  on  pass  or  probation 
for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  but  all  were  finally  discharged.  Of 
this  number  four  men  and  five  women  were  afterwards  sent  back  to 
the  asylum.  The  reasons  for  their  return  were  as  follows:  —  In 
three  cases  it  was  due  to  relapse  in  the  mental  condition  ;  that  is, 
they  did  well  for  several  months,  then  had  an  access  of  excitement 
or  of  acute  symptoms,  such  as  happens  often  enough  among  the 
cases  that  are  discharged  as  recovered,  and  therefore  required 
asylum  treatment  once  more.  Another  is  a  congenital  imbecile 
who  ought  not  to  be  in  an  asylum  at  all.     The  failure  in  his  case 
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is  due  solely  to  the  fact  of  the  inspector  and  the  guardian  not 
doing  their  duty  properly  by  him.  He  is  in  the  asylum  at  present, 
but  is  to  go  out  again  veiy  soon,  and  will  I  am  sure  do  quite  well 
under  proper  guardianship.  The  remaining  five  are  classed  as 
unsuitable,  and  in  them  the  more  particular  causes  of  failure  are  as 
follows:- — Two  were,  from  the  nature  of  their  delusions  and  their 
general  mental  state,  restless  and  noisy,  refusing  to  work,  and  were 
very  difficult  to  manage  without  skilled  attendants.  They  were 
therefore  bad  selections.  Another,  although  generally  quiet  and 
able  to  be  useful,  was  of  uneven  temper,  irritable,  and  inclined  to 
strike  a  more  demented  case  that  was  boarded  in  the  same  house 
with  him.  Another  was  sent  back  because,  not  being  usefully 
occupied,  he  got  into  the  way  of  riding  too  often  to  and  fro  on  the 
engine  of  a  side-line  of  railway  which  passed  close  beside  his 
guardian's  house,  a  rather  dangerous  habit  in  his  case.  The  last 
of  the  five  was  a  case  of  chronic  dementia  in  a  woman,  who  so  far 
as  her  own  mental  condition  was  concerned  was  in  every  respect  a 
most  suitable  case  for  boarding-out,  but  she  had  an  indiscreet 
husband  who  visited  her  too  often  in  her  new  home,  and  she  was 
accordingly  returned  to  the  asylum  to  avoid  an}7  risks  from  that 
cause.  I  fear  I  have  been  far  too  diffuse  in  enumerating  the  causes 
of  the  return  of  the  patients  in  the  different  instances,  but  I 
thought  it  was  perhaps  the  best  way  of  showing  the  causes  of 
failure  in  boarding-out,  and  the  conditions  which  have  to  be 
guarded  against  in  selecting  cases  for  the  purpose." 

In  the  reports  of  this  asylum  for  the  years  1882  and  1883 
he  also  says  of  the  results  of  this  experiment  : 

"  While  of  unusual  service  in  relieving  the  pressure  on  the 
asylum  space,  the  boarding-out  system  has  also  advantages  from 
an  economic  point  of  view  ;  .  .  .  .  with  our  present  rate  of  board 
the  expense  to  the  parish  of  boarding-out  a  lunatic  is  on  the  aver- 
age considerably  less  than  that  incurred  by  keeping  him  in  the 
asylum."  .... 

"It  is  by  the  removal  of  these  [boarded-out]  cases  that  the 
tendency  to  accumulate  in  the  asylum  can  best  be  combatted 
....  and  further  experience  has  confirmed  my  belief  in  the 
great  utility  of  this  system.     In  the  great  majority  of  the  cases 

the   results    are   very   gratifying In    nearly   all   of   them 

the  care  and  guardianship  were  satisfactory,  and  when  such  was 
not  the  case  steps  were  taken  for  removal  to  other  guardianship. 
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In  a  large  number  of  cases  the  change  of  surroundings  and  mode 
of  life  with  the  consequent  individualization  has  had  a  distinctly 
beneficial  effect  on  the  mental  condition." 


Patients  from  Other  Sources. — But  it  is  not  alone  from 
asylums  that  insane  patients  are  drawn.  A  large  proportion 
of  them  have  never  been  committed  to  any  institution,  and 
have  never  required  asylum  treatment.  For  example,  harm- 
less imbeciles  who,  from  their  mental  condition  and  poverty 
in  their  own  families,  might,  if  left  to  themselves,  suffer 
exposure  and  annoyances,  are  placed  in  the  homes  and 
under  the  care  of  guardians  of  their  own  social  condition, 
who  are  selected  or  approved  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
in  Lunacy,  and  come  under  its  supervision. 

Character  of  Cases  Boarded-out.  —  The  kind  of  cases 
selected  for  boarding-out  are  the  chronic  harmless  maniacs 
or  dements,  and  idiots  and  imbeciles ;  and  an  experience  of 
many  years  shows  that  these  classes  are  not  only  best 
adapted  for  this  method  of  treatment,  but  in  reality  that 
they  need  no  other.  Of  late  years  the  number  of  cases 
of  acquired  insanity  in  private  dwellings  has  considerably 
increased,  owing  to  the  discharge  of  chronic  lunatics  from 
asylums  in  greater  numbers. 

Availability  of  Guardians.  —  The  selection  of  suitable 
guardians,  an  element  of  the  utmost  importance,  is  now 
a  matter  of  little  difficulty.  In  the  first  place  the  people 
are  said  to  have  overcome  in  great  measure  their  distrust 
of  the  insane,  so  much  so  that  it  is  sufficient  for  a  single 
patient  to  be  boarded  out  in  a  district  to  conquer  the  disin- 
clination to  take  lunatics  under  their  roofs,  and  in  fact  the 
inconveniences  which  were  anticipated  are  not  realized. 
During  a  visit  made  by  the  writer  to  Gartmore,  one  of  these 
parishes,  the  eagerness  of  the  cotters  to  obtain  patients  for 
care  was  very  apparent.  Several  of  the  guardians  followed 
us  to  the  door  to  beg  the  Deputy  Commissioner  to  send  them 
another  patient,  or  to  prefer  the  request  of  some  less  fortu- 
nate neighbor.  In  some  quarters  the  reaction  in  the  feeling 
of  the  inhabitants  has  been  so  general  that  the  demand  for 
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lunatic  boarders  far  exceeds  the  supply.  So  much  for  the 
willingness  of  the  residents  to  receive  such  boarders. 

As  to  the  proportion  of  suitable  guardians  to  be  found 
among  so  many  applicants,  it  is  enough  to  mention  the  ex- 
perience of  the  inspector  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, according  to  whom  the  difficulty  lies  in  supplying 
applicants  with  suitable  patients.  He  has  no  difficulty  in 
finding  suitable  persons  as  guardians,  for  these  come  to  him 
without  seeking.  Those  whom  we  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  evinced  great  interest  in  their  charges.  Their  care 
of  the  patients  also  seemed  to  be  kindly  and  intelligent,  and 
the  patients  themselves,  in  many  cases,  showed  marked 
fondness  for  their  guardians. 

In  most  of  the  houses  the  insane  are  cared  for  by  the 
"  gudewife."  This  arrangement  allows  the  head  of  the 
family  to  keep  at  his  work,  and  as  the  majority  of  these 
patients  have  no  harmful  propensities,  and  many  of  them 
are  aged,  not  to  mention  a  number  who  are  able  to  earn 
their  living,  this  division  of  labor  is  beneficial  in  every 
way. 

The  majority  of  the  insane  in  private  dwellings  reside 
with  strangers,  and  although  the  attempt  is  generally  made 
to  place  them  with  relatives  or  friends,  only  a  small  propor- 
tion are  so  provided  for.  It  is  found  where  patients  have 
long  been  inmates  of  asylums  that  the  family  tie  has  been 
broken  in  the  interim,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  death  of  kins- 
folk, poverty,  indifference  or  family  quarrels.  These  patients 
are  subject  to  supervision  as  well  as  those  who  are  boarded 
with  strangers,  but  the  allowance  to  the  family  from  the 
parish  or  from  government  is  restricted  to  an  amount  suffi- 
cient to  save  them  from  any  loss  on  the  patients'  account. 

Precautions  against  Pecuniary  Gain  at  the  Expense  of  the 
Patient.  —  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  only  by  regular 
supervision,  reinforced  by  the  power  to  enforce  the  neces- 
sary requirements,  that  abuses,  indifference  or  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  guardians  can  be  prevented.  In  order,  how- 
ever, that  the  guardian  may  be  less  likely  to  be  governed  by 
motives  of  pecuniary  gain,  it  is  found  best  to   make   it   a 
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requisite  for  the  position  that  he  or  she  shall  be  on  the  same 
social  level  as  the  patient.  By  so  doing  the  patient  is  more 
readily  and  completely  taken  into  the  family,  and  becomes 
an  object  of  general  interest,  care,  guidance  and  watchful- 
ness. This  would  not  be  encouraged  by  a  guardian  of  a 
higher  or  lower  social  standing  than  that  of  the  patient. 

Surroundings  of  these  Patients.  —  The  surroundings  of 
the  patients  in  these  houses  are  rude  in  the  extreme,  as 
might  be  expected  among  a  class  of  people  whose  thrift  con- 
sists in  living  comfortably  and  decently  with  what,  to  the 
visitor,  seems  the  smallest  allowance  of  the  necessities. 

To  cite  again  the  parish  of  Gartmore,  a  fair  sample  of  such 
settlements,  there  was  every  evidence  during  our  visit  of 
the  closest  husbandry  of  small  resources,  the  most  meagre 
quarters,  a  scanty  hoard  of  the  most  primitive  appliances, 
and  yet  an  absence  of  squalor,  and  no  lack  of  such  comforts 
for  sane  and  insane  as  are  deemed  sufficient  by  that  order  of 
people  and  are  so. 

The  town,  if  it  may  be  called  one,  consists  chiefly  of  a 
long,  straggling  street  of  one-story  houses,  containing, 
from  two  to  three  hundred  people,  and  placed  at  the  foot 
of  the  Grampians,  far  away  from  the  city  of  Glasgow,  the 
former  home  of  most  of  these  patients.  The  twenty-nine  insane 
persons  cared  for  here  in  the  cotters'  homes  bore  the  aspect 
of  content  and  good  health,  and  participated,  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  in  the  family  matters.  One  melancholy  patient, 
removed  not  long  before  from  an  asylum,  was  devoting  her- 
self to  a  child  of  her  guardian,  and  manifesting  a  growing 
interest  in  her  new  life.  A  male  patient  proudly  showed 
the  Deputy  Commissioner  his  earnings.  Four  demented 
women  were  seated  at  a  table  quietly  enjoying,  with  the 
"gudewife,"  a  simple  but  substantial  and  hot  dinner,  etc., 
etc.  The  absence  of  appeals  and  complaints,  so  apt  to  be 
made  to  officials  on  a  protracted  visit  among  the  insane,  was 
conspicuous. 

Capacity  of  the  Patients  for  Usefulness.  — The  usefulness 
of  these  patients  as  a  whole  is  considerable,  and  is  turned 
to  good   account   by  all   concerned,  patient,  guardian    and 
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ratepayer,  the  amount  allowed  for  their  support  by  parlia- 
ment or  the  parish  being  regulated  by  their  ability  to  aid  in 
the  work  of  the  household  or  farm,  and  thus  the  burden 
of  maintenance  to  the  parish  is  lessened,  the  guardian  has 
an  extra  "hand,"  and  the  patient  enjoys  the  increased  con- 
sideration of  the  family.  The  Commissioners'  report  for 
1882  states,  under  this  head,  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Fraser,  as 
follows  :  — 

"  It  is  common  in  my  experience  to  note  an  increase  of  useful- 
ness among  chronic  lunatics  after  they  have  been  placed  in  private 
dwellings.  The  various  duties  of  home  life,  the  emergencies  which 
are  apt  to  arise  in  a  household,  and  the  different  interests  which  a 
piece  of  land  and  all  its  gear  possess,  tend  to  wake  up  such  capac- 
ity for  work  and  usefulness  as  exists,  and  often  produces  a  desiie 
to  help  even  in  the  most  apathetic  and  demented." 

Standard  of  Health  Maintained.  —  The  statistics  of  phy- 
sical health  and  mortality  are  instructive,  and  speak  well  for 
the  judgment  of  those  engaged  in  selecting  the  patients  for 
this  method  of  treatment.  In  the  year  1882,  out  of  758,  or 
about  one-half  of  all  the  boarded-out  insane,  79.9  per  cent, 
were  reported  as  in  good  bodily  condition,  while  a  little 
under  50  per  cent,  of  the  92  patients  above  70  years  of  age 
were  enjoying  fair  health. 

Bate  of  Mortality.  —  The  average  mortality  of  the  entire 
number  for  a  period  of  three  years  was  5.1  per  cent.,  as 
against  an  average  of  8.2  per  cent,  in  asylums ;  and  the  sig- 
nificant fact  also  appears,  that  the  percentage  of  deaths  from 
pulmonary  consumption  was  5.6  in  private  dwellings,  as 
against  17.2  in  asylums.  Moreover,  although  the  average 
number  of  these  patients  for  this  period  has  been  1,592,  no 
suicides  and  but  two  accidental  deaths  have  occurred. 

Cost  of  Maintenance.  —  The  cost  of  maintaining  pauper 
lunatics  in  private  dwellings  in  Scotland  varies  greatly  ac- 
cording to  the  locality,  the  average  weekly  cost  per  capita 
ranging  in  1883  from  85  cents  to  $1.60.  The  computed 
average  cost  for  maintenance  in  asylums  was  $2.35  ;  in  pri- 
vate dwellings,  $1.33.     This  expense,  as  well  as  that  for 
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clothes,  is  met  in  part  from  the  local  poor-rates,  but  largely 
from  a  parliamentary  appropriation,  and  is  regulated  by 
the  Board  of  Lunacy  in  each  case.  From  the  time  the 
guardian  who  receives  a  patient  under  his  roof  applies  for 
permission  to  do  so,  he  is  under  supervision  of  the  Board 
through  one  of  the  deputy  commissioners,  who,  after  a  pro- 
visional sanction  has  been  granted  the  guardian,  makes  a 
preliminary  visit,  reports  to  the  Board  as  to  the  suitability 
of  such  provision,  and  afterwards  includes  him  or  her,  if 
favorably  reported  upon,  in  his  regular  visits  of  inspection. 

Penalties  and  Precautions  against  Neglect  of  the  Pa- 
tient. —  Should  a  local  poor-board  be  negligent,  the  Lunacy 
Board  may  compel  those  authorities  to  increase  the  amount 
of  payment  to  the  guardian,  in  case  the  unsuitability  be  due 
to  parsimoniousness  on  their  part.  Moreover,  unless  the 
patient  be  comfortably  clothed,  housed  and  fed,  treated  in 
every  way  as  well  as  the  other  members  of  the  household, 
and  receive  such  personal  care  and  attendance  as  will  insure 
their  comfort  and  safety,  the  Board  may  and  does  withhold 
the  parliamentary  grant  or  appropriation  by  which  the  par- 
ishes are  aided  in  supporting  the  patients.  A  threat  of  the 
latter  procedure  is  usually  sufficient  to  insure  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  requirements  of  the  Board.  As  a  final  resource, 
the  Board  may  direct  the  removal  of  any  of  these  patients 
to  an  asylum,  when  it  becomes  evident  to  them  that  their 
condition  demands  it. 

With  these  penalties  as  safeguards,  and  through  the  care- 
ful supervision  to  which  the  guardians  are  subject,  as  will  be 
shown  presently,  the  opportunity  for  financial  gain  at  the 
expense  of  the  comfort  of  the  patient  would  seem  to  be 
small,  and  facts  might  be  furnished,  would  space  allow,  to 
show  that  it  is  so  in  effect. 

Considerations  determining  Rate  of  Board. — The  consid- 
erations which  fix  the  rate  of  board  in  each  case  are  various 
and  refer  to  "(1)  the  obligation  resting  on  the  guardian  to 
maintain  the  patient ;  (2)  the  ability  of  the  patient  to  do 
useful  work;  (3)  the  necessity  for  providing  special  diet  or 
nursing  the  patient ;   (4)   the  irksomeness  of  the  duties  which 
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the  guardian  may  have  to  perform ;  (5)  the  extent  to  which 
the  patient  may  interfere  with  the  industrial  productiveness 
of  the  guardian's  household,  and  (6)  the  usual  cost  of  living 
of  the  working  classes  in  the  district  in  which  the  guardian 
lives."* 

The  Economy  of  the  Method. — An  illustration  of  the 
economy  of  this  method  of  providing  for  the  chronic  insane 
is  furnished  by  a  return  from  the  city  parish  of  Edinburgh,  in 
which  it  appears  that  the  average  cost,  inclusive  of  supervi- 
sion and  every  other  item  of  expenditure  for  the  insane 
boarded  with  strangers,  is,  in  round  numbers,  $95  per  year. 
The  asylum  rate  during  the  preceding  five  years  was  $135 
per  year,  so  the  saving  during  these  years  was  $40  per  year 
on  each  of  the  thirty-six  patients,  or  a  sum  of  more  than 
$8,000  in  the  expenditure  of  this  parish  in  the  course  of  five 
years. 

Method  of  Supervision,  Visitation,  etc. — As  to  the  vital 
requisite  of  such  a  system,  adequate  supervision,  the  facts 
are,  in  brief,  as  follows  :  Every  pauper  and  private  patient 
is  boarded  out  only  upon  a  permit  from  the  Board,  granted 
on  two  medical  certificates  of  lunacy  which  also  certify  that 
the  condition  of  the  patient  and  surroundings  generally  are 
such  as  to  ensure*  proper  care  and  treatment  in  a  private 
dwelling.  This  permit  is  provisional,  and  becomes  invalid  if 
the  Deputy  Commissioner  finds  the  patient's  condition  unsat- 
isfactory and  no  improvement  seems  probable.  The  number 
of  patients  who  can  be  legally  received  into  a  single  house  is 
but  one,  unless  the  occupier  holds  a  special  license  from  the 
Board,  in  which  case  four  is  the  limit  allowed.  It  is  seldom, 
however,  that  more  than  two  are  thus  provided  for,  usually 
only  one. 

The  duty  of  superintending  the  condition  of  these  patients  is 
mainly  confided  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  to 
the  two  Deputy  Commissioners  (not  members  of  the  Board ) , 
who  receive  salaries  of  £600  each.  These  gentlemen  are 
physicians  trained  in  the  specialty  of  mental  disease,  and  were 

*  Twenty-fifth  Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  for  Scotland,  p. 
xxxviii. 
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formerly  successful  superintendents  of  important  asylums. 
These  officials  visit  each  patient  under  their  charge  once  a 
year,  although  their  visits  to  special  cases  are  much  more  fre- 
quent. Moreover  it  has  become  a  practice  of  the  Deputy 
Commissioner  to  visit  various  asylums  where  the  greatest 
•need  of  room  is  felt,  and  to  select,  with  the  superintendent's 
advice  and  assistance,  suitable  cases  for  boarding  out. 

In  addition  to  the  inspection  by  the  Deputy  Commissioner, 
at  least  four  visits  a  year  must  also  be  made  by  a  medical 
man,  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  parochial  Board  of 
the  parish  to  which  the  lunatic  is  chargeable.  It  is  also  his 
duty  at  every  visit  to  enter  in  a  "  Visiting  Book  for  Pauper 
Patients  in  Private  Dwellings,"  prescribed  by  the  Lunacy 
Board  and  kept  in  every  such  house,  a  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  patient,  and  any  suggestions  he  may  deem  necessary. 

Still  further  supervision  is  exercised  by  the  inspectors  of 
the  poor,  who  are  obliged  to  visit,  at  least  twice  a  year,  every 
patient  in  their  respective  parishes  where  they  hold  office, 
and  to  record  their  visits  in  the  book  just  mentioned. 

Unsatisfactory  Cases. — It  is  acknowledged  there  are  a 
number  of  such  cases  who  are  not  satisfactorily  cared  for  in 
this  manner,  but  they  are  thought  to  be  growing  fewer,  and 
the  last  report  of  the  Board  states  that  the  improvement  of 
their  condition  in  general  is  steadily  progressive,  and  is  con- 
sidered to  be  quite  abreast  of  what  is  taking  place  in  the  care 
and  treatment  of  the  insane  in  the  asylums. 

Indications  of  the  Success  of  this  System  in  Scotland. — 
Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject,  attention  is  called 
to  the  facts  which  indicate  the  success  of  the  Scotch  system, 
viz.  :  The  large  increase  in  the  number  of  licensed  houses, 
the  evident  content  of  the  patients,  and  finally  the  growing 
sentiment  among  asylum  physicians  favorable  to  this  mode  of 
treatment,  and  the  efforts  now  being  made  on  all  sides  to 
take  advantage  of  it. 

Dr.  Cloitston's  Views. — The  eminent  alienist,  Dr.  Clous- 
ton,  superintendent  of  the  foremost  asylum  in  Scotland,  who 
was,  at  one  time,  hardly  to  be  counted  among  the  advocates 
of  the  system,  says,  in  a  letter  just  received  :  — 
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"  One  of  the  parishes  in  Edinburgh  has  about  one-fourth  of  all 
its  insane  boarded  out  with  benefit  to  the  patients  and  to  the  rate- 
pa}Ters.  When  the  disease  is  acute,  the  patients  are  sent  here. 
As  they  become  quiet  and  chronic  I  select  them  and  send  their 
names  to  the  Inspector  of  Poor,  who  finds  suitable  guardians. 
Some  of  those  I  select  are  sent  back  to  the  asylum,  but  no  great 

harm  is  done Of  late  }Tears,  since  it  (the  boarding-out 

system)  was  better  understood,  better  organized  and  better  super- 
vised, the  results  have  been  good  on  the  whole,  and  very  good  in 
some  cases.  Money  has  been  saved,  the  patients  have  been  suffi- 
ciently well  cared  for,  and  in  many  cases  made  happier,  and  asy- 
lums have  been  relieved  from  overcrowding,  prevented  from  grow- 
ing unmanageable  in  size,  and  have  been  left  more  to  their  proper 
work  of  treating  the  curable  and  recent  cases.  The  rich,  quiet 
insane  have  always  been  boarded  out  largely  here  and  elsewhere. 
Why  should  not  the  poor  have  the  same  chance?  I  cannot  imag- 
ine any  country  where  a  certain  proportion  and  a  certain  kind  of 
chronic  and  quiet  lunatics  and  imbeciles  should  not  be  boarded 
out  in  private  houses.  Asjium  life  is,  at  best,  an  unnatural  and 
an  expensive  thing,  and,  in  my  opinion,  its  undoubted  benefits  to 
most  cases  of  insanity  do  not  apply  to  certain  of  the  more  quiet 
and  manageable  patients." 

English  Opinion  of  the  System.  — Further  evidence  of  the 
success  of  the  Scotch  in  this  direction  is  found  in  the  opinion 
in  which  their  organization  is  held  by  some  of  their  brother 
alienists  in  England.  A  reviewer  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
"  Journal  of  Mental  Science,"  in  the  course  of  a  criticism 
of  this  feature  of  the  Scottish  lunacy  administration,  makes 
reference  to  the  Parliamentary  Grant  before  mentioned,  and 
its  beneficial  influence  in  helping  to  maintain  the  boarded- 
out  cases,  while  in  England  only  the  patients  in  asylums 
profit  by  it.  This  difference  is  thought  to  result  in  a  very 
obvious  benefit  to  the  rate-payers  in  Scotland  and,  probably, 
advantage  to  a  certain  class  of  patients,  and  the  conclusion 
is  reached  that  it  is  difficult  to  suggest  any  very  practical 
objection  to  the  extension  of  the  Scotch  system  to  England. 
This  is  also  a  fitting  place  to  refer  to  an  objection  which  is 
sometimes  made  to  the  adoption  of  the  boarding-out  system 
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for  the  insane  elsewhere,  viz.  :  That  it  has  been  tried  in 
England,  and  found  to  be  impracticable,  and  of  doubtful 
advantage  to  the  patients.  If  the  preceding  criticism  of  the 
plan  is  not  a  sufficient  answer,  one  may  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  pauper  patients  in  private  dwellings  do  not  appear  on  the 
registers  of  the  English  Board  of  Lunacy,  that  there  is  no 
direct  supervision  of  them  by  the  commissioners,  and  that 
the  visitation  of  them  does  not  fall  within  their  duties.  There 
is,  consequently,  no  system  in  selecting  guardians  to  take 
care  of  boarded-out  cases,  and  no  proper  oversight  of  them 
after  they  are  boarded  out.  It  seems  needless,  therefore, 
in  the  face  of  these  facts,  to  claim  that  any  "  system"  of  the 
sort  has  yet  been  developed  in  England. 


Consideration  of  the  Chief  Objections  to  the 
System. 

The  objections  to  the  method  are  of  two  kinds  :  — 

1.  General  ones,  condemning  its  employment  under  any 
circumstances. 

2.  Those  referring  only  to  its  applicability  to  this 
State. 

The  more  important  of  these  'will  be  considered,  although 
some  are  included  which  may  seem  trivial,  except,  perhaps,  to 
the  general  public,  who  would  justly  require  to  be  satisfied 
of  the  merits  of  any  scheme  which  so  closely  concerns  them, 
and  without  whose  sympathy  and  assistance  little  can  be 
achieved. 

The  Effect  on  the  Families  Themselves. — The  success  of 
such  a  course  has  been  doubted  by  some  on  the  ground 
of  its  bad  influence  on  the  families  themselves  in  which 
these  patients  are  placed.  It  is  admitted  that  in  some 
instances  the  arrangement  is   of  mutual  benefit ;    but  it  is 
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thought  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  may  be  of  more 
than  dubious  advantage  to  the  family,  whatever  it  may  be 
to  the  patient  and  the  taxpayers.  Without  discussing  this 
question  in  its  wider  aspects  as  a  social  and  philosophical 
problem,  but  applying  the  test  of  practice,  analogy  and 
every-day  experience,  it  will,  I  think,  be  seen  that  the 
grounds  for  any  such  misgivings  are  more  apparent  than 
real. 

In  the  first  place,  patients  with  tendencies  of  obviously 
harmful  nature  are,  or  should  be,  sent  to  asylums.  Cases 
of  idiocy  and  dementia,  also,  of  very  repulsive  habits  and  ap- 
pearance, and  who  are  included  among  those  known  in  asy- 
lum parlance  as  "harmless,"  are,  nevertheless,  plainly  unfit 
for  family  life.  Moreover,  the  interest  and  solicitude,  per- 
haps also  the  self-sacrifice  and  pride,  which  the  care  of  suita- 
ble patients  may  awaken  in  a  household,  whether  the  interest 
be  due  to  kindly  or  pecuniary  motives,  are  certainly  bene- 
ficial influences,  and  would  seem  to  more  than  counteract  any 
demoralizing  tendencies  springing  from  the  insanity  of  the 
patient. 

Again,  the  practice  of  placing  in  families  sane  dependents 
among  whom  are  depraved  vicious  children,  "juvenile 
offenders,"  and  female  convicts,  has  long  been  extensively 
employed.  Such  inmates  of  a  household  surely  might  have 
a  bad  effect  on  it,  if  any ;  but  it  has  been  found  to  be  inap- 
preciable. 

Finally,  Dr.  Lawson's  opinion,  drawn  from  an  oversight 
of  about  eight  hundred  patients  so  situated,  is  as  follows. 
He  says  :  — 

"  While  in  some  cases  the  question  of  the  effect  upon  the  fami- 
lies themselves  may  be  regarded  as  an  open  one,  there  can,  I 
think,  be  little  doubt  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases  in  which  insane 
persons  are  neither  dangerous  nor  of  indecent  tendencies,  their 
presence  amongst  sane  associates  is  either  productive  of  no  harm 
or  is  actually  beneficial." 

Danger  of  Neglect  or  Abuse  of  Patients. — This  objec- 
tion is  due  in  great  measure  to  reports  of  occasional  cases 
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of  extreme  neglect  or  other  ill-treatment  of  insane  persons 
at  home  by  their  relatives.  In  their  ignorance  perhaps, 
they  conceal  and  shamefully  neglect  or  even  abuse  these 
unfortunates,  rather  than  endure  the  supposed  stigma  of  hav- 
ing an  insane  relative  in  an  asylum,  or  in  order  to  keep  the 
patient  from  asylum  treatment  and  its  imagined  cruelties,  or 
from  various  other  motives.  Such  wrongs  (which  occur  for 
want  of  official  oversight)  naturally  create  a  sensation  and 
excite  just  indignation.  On  the  other  hand,  properly  treated 
cases,  which  might  illustrate  the  advantages  of  domestic  care 
seldom  come  to  the  surface,  from  a  desire  of  concealment  on 
the  part  of  relatives,  etc.  Thus  it  happens  that  a  calm  ex- 
amination of  the  value  of  domestic  care  and  its  humanizing 
influences  is  sometimes  set  aside,  the  possibility  of  utilizing 
these  advantages  under  a  system  of  official  supervision  is 
scouted,  and  the  unwarrantable  conclusion  is  reached  that  a 
reckless  abandonment  of  the  insane  to  private  care  is  advo- 
cated. 


To  the  second  class  of  objections  belong  the  following  :  — 

The  Difference  between  Scotland  and  this  State  in  Social 
Conditions  and  Methods  of  Lunacy  Administration.  — Most 
of  the  arguments  advanced  against  the  project  under  con- 
sideration refer  solely  to  its  applicability  to  our  own  in- 
stitutions. By  far  the  strongest  of  these  relate  to  the 
differences  in  social  conditions,  national  characteristics,  and 
method  of  lunacy  administration.  Any  one  who  has  closely 
investigated  the  subject  will  admit  that  the  respectable  fami- 
lies among  our  poorer  class  of  working  people,  in  which 
might  be  found  the  best  guardians  for  such  cases,  are  too 
well-to-do  to  be  influenced  by  the  pittance  from  the  Govern- 
ment, which  is  a  considerable  assistance  to  the  Scotchman  in 
like  station.  The  latter  has  lonsr  been  inured  to  laboring: 
hard  for  small  results,  and  cannot  afford  to  neglect  any  op- 
portunity for  gain.  Moreover,  it  often  happens  that  his 
position,  as  a  paid  guardian,  raises  him  in  social  importance 
among  his  neighbors.     For  the  American,   however,   other 
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and  more  congenial  employment  is  more  available,  and  fear 
of  losing  caste  with  his  neighbors  is  a  more  potent  influence 
in  the  other  direction.  Again,  the  rigor  of  class  distinctions 
in  Great  Britain  tends  to  keep  the  lower  orders  as  a  class  at 
one  level  of  life,  causing  their  occupations  to  change  vastly 
less  than  with  us,  and  their  ambitions  to  be  fewer.  Conse- 
quently a  family  system  of  the  kind  advocated  would  seem 
more  likely  to  have  stability  and  to  flourish  in  such  a  soil  than 
when  planted  among  a  more  shifting  and  restless  people,  who 
are  less  content  with  a  little.  These  views  seem,  in  theory, 
unassailable.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  sane  dependents, 
as  we  have  just  indicated,  have  long  been  "placed  out"  in 
families  in  this  and  other  States,  and  in  countries  differing 
widely  in  the  characteristics  alluded  to.  The  recompense  to 
the  guardian  has  often  been  surprisingly  small,  and  the  care 
of  many  of  their  charges  has  been  trying  in  the  extreme. 
Nevertheless,  this  method  has  proved  so  advantageous  that 
it  is  being  daily  more  and  more  fully  acted  upon.  Again,  it 
seems  probable  that  guardians  receiving  into  their  families 
young  women  who  have  been  * '  placed  out "  from  a  reforma- 
tory prison  would  not  be  less  likely  to  suffer  in  their  neigh- 
bors' good  opinion  than  others  taking  charge  of  boarded-out 
patients  from  an  asylum. 

With  regard  to  the  methods  of  lunacy  administration  em- 
ployed in  the  two  countries,  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  chiefly 
the  difference  between  wise  and  imperfect  legislation  that 
places  the  condition  of  the  insane  in  private  dwellings  in 
Scotland  far  in  advance  of  that  of  the  same  class  in  England. 
So  also  in  Massachusetts,  judicious  legislation  is  vital  to  the 
success  of  our  scheme,  and  should  be  joined  to  competent 
and  thorough  management  from  the  outset  of  its  establish- 
ment. 

Number  of  Cases  Likely  to  be  Small  and  Room  for 
Improvement  Slight.  —  There  is  every  variety  of  opinion 
as  to  the  number  of  insane  persons  available  for  this  kind 
of  care.  The  view  of  the  Illinois  Board  of  Commissioners, 
as  expressed  in  their  last  Eeport,  is  that  the  number  of 
insane  people  in  that    State  who  might  be  properly  cared 
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for  in  private  dwellings  is  comparatively  small.  The  cases 
referred  to,  however,  are  those  whose  condition  would  allow 
them  to  be  taken  into  families  without  systematic  official 
supervision.  The  legislature  is  warned  of  the  danger  of 
"  leaving  the  insane  to  the  uncontrolled  and  often  misdi- 
rected impulses  and  ideas  of  their  friends."  Under  such 
conditions  the  number  boarded  out  would  necessarily  be 
small.  Dr.  Quinby,  of  the  Worcester  Asylum,  in  a  recent 
paper  devoted  to  a  careful  consideration  of  the  best  methods 
of  providing  for  our  chronic  insane,  disapproves  of  the  sys- 
tem here  proposed,  advancing,  among  other  reasons,  the 
opinion  that,  although  "  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  find 
places  in  desirable  families  [in  this  State]  for  a  certain 
limited  number  of  quiet,  cleanly  dements,  capable  of  par- 
tially paying  for  their  support  by  their  labor,  such  patients 
could  not,"  he  thinks,  "well  be  spared  from  the  hospital, 
for  they  contribute  largely  toward  reimbursing  the  State  for 
their  support  by  the  work  which  they  perform  ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  their  condition  would  not  be  materially 
improved  by  the  proposed  change,  as  most  such  inmates 
of  our  hospitals  are  but  little  restricted  in  personal  liberty." 
Dr.  Goldsmith,  of  the  Danvers  Hospital,  on  the  other  hand, 
in  the  Report  of  that  Institution  for  1884,  advocates  a 
system  of  boarding-out  certain  of  the  insane,  and  he  thinks 
that  "in  a  few  years  several  hundred  would  be  found  thus 
cared  for  economically  on  the  part  of  the  State  and  com- 
fortably for  themselves,  if  the  cases  should  be  carefully 
selected  and  the  system  judiciously  pushed."  The  class  of 
patients  he  would  select  would  be  chiefly  women,  and  pref- 
erably those  who,  being  advanced  in  years,  would  probably 
be  kept  nearer  their  home  by  their  physical  infirmity.  He 
also  considers  it  probable  that  the  practice  would  spread 
from  family  to  family. 

This  element  of  elasticity  is  one  of  the  great  advantages 
of  such  a  system,  as  will  be  seen. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty  inmates  of  the  Taunton  Lunatic 
Hospital,  150  at  Worcester,  100  at  Danvers  and  89  at  North- 
ampton, a  total  of  719  in  a  combined  hospital  population  of 
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about  2,575,  are  considered  "harmless"  by  the  superin- 
tendents of  those  institutions.  The  number  of  quiet,  cleanly 
demented  patients  in  these  hospitals,  whose  liberty  is  but 
little  restricted,  and  who  do  what  might  be  called  remunera- 
tive work  for  those  institutions,  is  quite  small.  Conse- 
quently, leaving  such  patients  out  of  the  category,  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  among  the  entire  number  (3,250) 
of  the  insane  inmates  of  the  establishments  in  our  State, 
500  or  600  suitable  cases  might  be  found  among,  we  will  say, 
900  of  the  harmless,  chronic  patients,  who  would  answer  the 
requirements  of  such  a  provision. 

However  much  acute  insanity  may  vary  in  different  coun- 
tries in  the  activity  of  its  symptoms,  the  chronic  insane  are 
pretty  much  the  same  everywhere.  At  all  events,  the  char- 
acteristics of  the  chronic  lunatics  seen  by  us  at  the  Fife  and 
Kinross  Asylum,  and  afterwards  successfully  boarded  out,  as 
before  mentioned,  differed  in  no  respect  from  the  class 
designated  ' <  harmless  "  who  are  now  at  the  Danvers  Hos- 
pital in  this  State. 

A  further  contingent  ought  justly  to  be  furnished  from 
among  the  insane  in  certain  of  our  city  and  town  almshouses, 
in  some  of  which  they  are  subject  to  the  evils  of  overcrowd- 
ing, or  suffer  serious  discomfort,  to  say  the  least,  owing  to 
the  ignorance  of  the  superintendents  of  the  requirements  of 
the  insane. 

Nor  should  the  possibility  of  improving  by  this  means  the 
condition  of  this  class  of  the  insane  be  ignored.  Any 
radical  change  is  of  course  out  of  the  question,  but  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  domestic  treatment  frequently  results  in 
increased  intelligence,  usefulness  and  bodily  health  through 
the  individualization  which  it  makes  possible.  The  fact  that 
more  "attendant-power,"  as  it  has  been  aptly  termed,  is 
available  in  private  dwellings  than  in  asylums,  would  lead 
one  to  expect  better  results  in  the  former.  Thus,  instead 
of  thirty  or  forty  patients,  under  the  care  of  two  or  three 
attendants,  as  is  the  case  in  many  of  our  asylum  wards, 
single  patients  in  private  dwellings  would  each  be  under  the 
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charge  of  one  or  more  members  of  the  household,  and  among 
vastly  more  natural  surroundings. 

The  Impossibility  of  Obtaining  Suitable  Guardians.  — 
This  has  been  found  to  be  the  main  argument  against  the 
movement  in  whatever  country  or  locality  it  has  been 
attempted.  In  practice  it  has  been  found  to  be  a  groundless 
objection.  As  might  reasonably  be  expected,  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  few  quiet  and  but  little  objectionable  insane  patients 
into  families  in  any  well-selected  locality,  is  not  a  difficult  mat- 
ter, and  this  footing,  once  gained,  has  opened  the  way  for  a  few 
others  demanding  more  attention.  The  popular  distrust, 
which  is  due  to  ignorant  fear  of  the  insane,  is  soon  dispelled 
by  slight  acquaintance  with  the  disposition  and  conduct  of  a 
class  of  the  insane  in  whom  loss  of  mental  and  bodily  activity 
are  leading  characteristics.  Although  there  is  little  enough 
to  attract  one  in  such  cases,  it  is  a  mistake  to  give  the  im- 
pression, as  do  some  objectors,  that  patients  of  this  class 
retain  enough  mental  vigor  "to  call  forth  the  exercise  of 
most  if  not  all  of  the  Christian  virtues."  This  criticism 
should  be  applied  to  asylum  cases  only. 

The  Large  Amount  of  Supervision  Required.  —  Those 
who  are  only  acquainted  with  the  oversight  and  care  of  the 
insane  as  it  exists  in  asylums,  find  it  difficult  to  understand 
how  anything  short  of  an  equally  large  amount  of  supervision 
and  the  most  unremitting  vigilance  can  ensure  the  well- 
being  of  insane  people  in  private  dwellings.  With  a  full 
appreciation  of  the  value  of  careful  supervision,  and  realizing 
that  the  success  of  any  such  organization  as  the  one  proposed 
would  largely  turn  upon  the  efficiency  of  this  part  of  its 
mechanism,  it  is  yet  conceivable  that  there  is  danger  of  over- 
doing in  this  direction  from  an  exaggerated  idea  of  the 
requirements  of  this  class  of  patients.  The  endeavor  should 
be  to  resist  the  tendency  that  is  shown  in  this  demand  for 
constant  and  rigorous  inspection  to  gradually  introduce  the 
wholly  official  administration,  of  which  the  asylum  is  the 
type,  in  the  place  of  a  domestic  administration  officially 
supervised,  which  is  the  essential  merit  of  private-dwelling 
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care.  The  object  of  the  latter  is  to  have  the  patient  received 
into  a  family  on  as  nearly  equal  terms  as  his  or  her  condition 
will  allow,  to  share,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  domestic  inter- 
ests and  comforts.  This  end  would  be  defeated,  should  the 
guardian  and  charge  come  to  occupy  merely  the  positions  of 
attendant  and  patient,  as  in  asylums.  Consequently,  it 
would  seem  that  the  interests  of  such  patients  might  be  suffi- 
ciently guarded  by  a  system  of  central  and  local  visitation, 
through  which  the  condition  of  each  one  of  them  should  be 
inspected  once  a  month,  and  oftener  in  cases  demanding 
special  attention. 

Undue  Expense  to  the  State.  —  Unless  the  public  and  its 
representatives  can  be  convinced  that  any  proposal  for  pro- 
viding for  its  insane  will  not  involve  great  expense,  it  would 
be  folly  to  advocate  it.  The  day  of  costly  establishments  has 
passed,  and  lavish  outlay  in  that  direction  has  not  been  found 
productive  of  the  hoped-for  results  to  the  patient,  while  the 
effect  upon  the  community  has  been  to  arouse  distrust,  and 
to  bring  more  strongly  to  the  front  purely  economical  con- 
siderations. In  the  matter  under  consideration,  indications 
point  to  a  decided  saving  in  the  cost  of  the  support  of  the 
State's  insane,  should  such  a  system  be  adopted.  The 
expense  of  supporting  the  boarding-out  insane  in  Scotland, 
is,  in  itself,  no  criterion  ;  but  some  idea  of  the  probable  cost 
in  this  State  may  be  obtained  by  comparing  the  rate,  per 
capita,  of  patients  in  asylums  and  of  those  in  private  dwell- 
ings in  that  country.  The  average  yearly  cost  will  then  be 
found  to  average,  at  the  least,  a  third  less  in  favor  of  the  latter 
class.  Why,  in  this  State,  the  weekly  rate  for  boarded-out 
patients  should  be  higher  than  that  which  the  towns  are 
obliged  to  pay  for  their  charges  in  asylums  ($3.25),  remains 
unexplained. 

Possibly  at  the  outset  a  larger  allowance  might  be  necessary 
in  order  to  overcome  the  prejudice  which  might  arise  against 
caring  for  the  insane  in  this  way.  It  may,  however,  be  pre- 
dicted with  confidence  that  the  ease  of  dealing  with  them 
would,  before  long,  become  generally  recognized.     In  this 
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case,  it  is  probable,  in  view  of  what  has  been  stated,  especially 
with  regard  to  the  character  of  many  other  dependents  now 
boarded  out  in  the  State,  that  suitable  guardians  might  be 
found  to  whom  three  dollars  a  week  for  each  patient  would 
be  an  object,  especially  where  it  should  be  found  expedient 
to  board  two  patients  in  one  family. 

By  far  the  greatest  financial  advantage  to  the  State,  and  it 
is  one  that  is  generally  recognized,  lies  in  the  fact  that  no 
expense  in  the  way  of  construction  would  be  necessary  by 
this  method  of  provision.  Moreover,  a  successful  organiza- 
tion of  this  kind  would  result  in  postponing  the  erection  of 
additional  buildings,  a  step  which  seems  inevitable  from  the 
rapid  accumulation  of  insane  persons  in  the  State.  This  re- 
sult might  be  expected  from  a  system  by  which  the  quiet  and 
harmless  insane  may  be,  at  the  time  such  change  becomes 
necessary,  taken  from  overcrowded  asylums  and  distributed 
throughout  the  State  in  families.  In  other  words,  it  is  an 
institution  of  unlimited  capacity  in  its  particular  direction  if 
rightly  conducted. 

Further  Evidence  in  the  Condition  of  Certain  De- 
partments of  Our  State  Charities  of  the  Feasi- 
bility of  Adopting  this  System. 

If  in  spite  of  the  foregoing  facts  and  opinions  the  system 
should  still  fail  to  recommend  itself,  the  success  of  certain 
organized  methods  of  charitable  administration  which  are 
in  operation  in  this  State  ought  to  have  great  weight,  with  the 
most  sceptical,  in  its  favor,  for  the  reasons  which  \vill  appear. 

In  its  Second  Annual  Report  the  Board  of  Charities  of  this 
State,  through  its  Chairman,  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Howe, 
made  an  earnest  and  forcible  plea  for  the  separation  and  dif- 
fusion of  the  dependent  classes  of  the  State  Institutions,  and 
advocated,  among  other  remedial  agencies,  the  use  of  the 
family  for  this  purpose. 

Youthful  offenders  in  the  Industrial  School  and  Reforma- 
tories, dependent  children  in  almshouses,  and  harmless  in- 
curables in  asylums,  were  alike  suggested  as  proper  subjects 
for  family  care.     The  success,  also,  of  any  such  undertaking 
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was  predicted  on  the  ground  that  it  was  based  on  natural 
principles.  Since  that  time,  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  this 
means  of  provision  for  the  sane  dependents  above  mentioned 
has  been  adopted,  and  the  practice  of  placing  in  families  these 
children  and  youths,  of  ages  varying  from  three  to  eighteen 
years,  has  become  most  extensive.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the 
sane  poor  are  concerned  the  prediction  may  be  said  to  have 
been  fulfilled,  as  the  plan  has  been  found  to  be  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  dependent  and  the  State.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  proposal  then  made  for  a  similar  disposal  of  the  harmless 
insane  has  met  with  little  or  no  encouragement.  The  reason 
for  this,  it  will  be  said,  lies  in  the  want  of  parallelism  be- 
tween poor  children  and  poor  lunatics  as  to  their  care  and 
treatment.  Let  us  see  if  this  argument  is  well  grounded  in 
fact.  In  the  following  year  the  same  Board  called  attention 
to  the  exertions  being  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Lunacy 
in  Scotland  toward  boarding  out  the  insane,  and  the  probable 
success  of  the  scheme  in  prospect.  It  has  been  shown  how 
widely  that  practice  has  since  been  extended  in  that  country 
and  how  thoroughly  have  been  realized  the  expectations  con- 
cerning it.  Now  it  is  a  well-established  fact  that  for  more 
than  thirty  years  previously  the  boarding  out  of  pauper 
children  of  the  lowest  classes  had  been  customary  in  Scot- 
land and  that  it  led  to  a  trial  of  a  similar  procedure,  by  cer- 
tain inspectors  of  the  poor,  with  quiet  and  harmless  lunatics. 
This  experiment  proved  satisfactory  ;  the  organization  became 
more  and  more  extensive  and  efficiently  administered,  until 
now  it  is  a -most  valuable  adjunct.  Here,  therefore,  is  a  case 
in  point  of  the  rise  of  a  system  of  boarding  out  the  insane 
from  a  similar  method  of  dealing  with  sane  paupers. 

Method  of  Administration. 

Considering  it  now  established  that  the  conditions  are 
favorable  for  the  initiation  of  our  scheme,  there  remains  to 
be  discussed  the  means  by  which  the  system  may  be  suc- 
cessfully administered.  Any  recommendations  giving  all 
the  details  of  legislation  and  administration  necessary  to  its 
fuitherance  would  be  of  little  value,  as  the  various  minor 
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complications  likely  to  arise  touching  legal  enactments  and 
prevailing  methods  of  management  in  different  departments 
cannot  be  foreseen.  The  main  requirements,  however,  in 
these  directions  are,  first,  that  such  a  system  should  be  con- 
trolled by  the  Central  Board ;  and  secondly,  that  it  should 
be  under  expert  supervision.  This  is  indispensable.  To 
be  more  explicit,  the  supervision  should  be  intrusted  to  one 
or  more  physicians  skilled  in  dealing  with  the  insane,  and 
practically  acquainted  with  their  requirements.  The  reason 
for  this  will  be  obvious  when  we  recall  the  early  experi- 
ence at  Gheel,  and  many  other  places,  where  the  attempt 
has  been  made  to  care  for  the  chronic  insane  without  that 
precaution.  In  Gheel,  abuses  were  rife  until  the  colony  was 
placed  under  systematic  medical  and  expert  supervision. 
Then,  only,  did  it  begin  to  properly  serve  its  useful  pur- 
pose in  the  novel  manner  which  made  it  famous.  Again, 
the  care  of  the  insane  in  almshouses  throughout  this 
country  has  been  a  chapter  of  evils,  from  first  to  last, 
wherever  it  has  lacked  expert  oversight.  Further  explana- 
tion of  the  necessity  of  this  safeguard  would  be  superfluous, 
although  the  reasons   for  it  are  numerous  and  weighty. 

In  addition  to  the  direction  of  the  organization  through  ex- 
pert  agency  under  the  control  of  the  central  Board,  regular, 
local  visitation  by  a  medical  practitioner,  living  near  each  col- 
lection of  cases,  would  be  of  great  advantage  for  obvious 
reasons.  Other  visits  could  be  entrusted  to  reliable  non- 
professional individuals  willing  to  engage  in  such  work,  or, 
where  practicable,  to  local  overseers  of  the  poor.  As  a  final 
requisite  the  Board  should  have,  beside  the  necessary  appro- 
priation for  the  provision  proposed,  the  aid  of  statutory  enact- 
ments in  enforcing  its  requirements.  These  might  take  the 
form  of  penalties  in  the  way  of  withdrawing  pecuniary  aid 
from  those  in  charge  of  patients,  and  of  removing  the  latter 
to  asylums. 
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Summary  and  Conclusions. 

It  follows  from  the  foregoing  observations,  especially  in 
view  of  the  great  need  that  exists  of  additional  provision  for 
the  chronic  insane  poor  of  the  State  in  lunatic  hospitals, 
that :  — 

1.  A  large  proportion  of  these  patients  do  not  require 
asylum  treatment,  who,  nevertheless,  cannot  for  various 
reasons  be  suitably  provided  for  among  their  relatives  or 
friends. 

2.  Experience,  both  in  this  country  and  abroad,  justifies 
the  belief  that  suitable  families  can  be  found  in  this  State  to 
undertake  the  care  of  these  cases. 

3.  If  placed  in  these  families  under  systematic  expert 
supervision  and  regular  and  competent  visitation,  these 
patients  would  be  more  comfortable  than  they  now  are  ;  those 
who  need  it  most  could  receive  more  effective  treatment  in 
the  lunatic  hospitals ;  and  the  expense  to  the  State  and  the 
towns  for  the  harmless  insane  would  be  considerably 
lessened. 

Finally,  the  early  adoption,  on  a  small  scale,  of  the  method 
proposed  is  earnestly  advised,  trusting  to  judicious  manage- 
ment for  its  rapid  extension. 
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PAET    NINTH 


DIGEST  OF  DECISIONS 

Concerning   Laws   Regulating    Settlements    of   Persons   De- 
pendent on  Public  Relief. 


For  the  public  convenience  the  Board  here  incorporates  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth  relating  to  the  subject  of  pauper 
settlements,  together  with  a  digest  of  decisions  to  date  con- 
cerning the  same. 


o 


[Public  Statutes,  Chap.  83.] 

OF  THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  PAUPERS. 

Section  1 .  Legal  settlements  may  be  acquired  in  any  city  or 
town,  so  as  to  oblige  such  place  to  relieve  and  support  the  persons 
acquiring  the  same,  in  case  they  are  poor  and  stand  in  need  of 
relief,  in  the  manner  following,  and  not  otherwise  :  namely,  — 

First.  A  married  woman  shall  follow  and  have  the  settlement 
of  her  husband,  if  he  has  any  within  the  state  ;  otherwise  her  own 
at  the  time  of  marriage,  if  she  then  had  any,  shall  not  be  lost  or 
suspended  by  the  marriage. 

Second.  Legitimate  children  shall  follow  and  have  the  settle- 
ment of  their  father,  if  he  has  any  within  the  state,  until  they 
gain  a  settlement  of  their  own  ;  but  if  he  has  none,  they  shall  in 
like  manner  follow  and  have  the  settlement  of  their  mother,  if  she 
has  any. 

Third.  Illegitimate  children  shall  follow  and  have  the  settle- 
ment of  their  mother  at  the  time  of  their  birth,  if  she  then  has 
any  within  the  state  ;  but  neither  legitimate  nor  illegitimate  children 
shall  gain  a  settlement  by  birth  in  the  place  where  they  are  born, 
if  neither  of  their  parents  then  has  a  settlement  therein. 

Fourth.  Any  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  3'ears,  having  an 
estate  of  inheritance  or  freehold  in  any  place  within  the  state,  and 
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living  on  the  same  three  years  successively,  shall  thereb}'  gain  a 
settlement  in  such  place. 

Fifth.  Any  person  at  the  age  of  twentj'-one  years,  who  resides 
in  an}r  place  within  this  state  for  five  years  together,  and  pays  all 
state,  count}',  city,  or  town  taxes,  duly  assessed  on  his  poll  or 
estate,  for  any  three  years  within  that  time,  shall  thereby  gain  a 
settlement  in  such  place. 

Sixth.  Any  woman  of  the  age  of  twent}~-one  years,  who  resides 
in  any  place  within  this  state  for  five  years  together,  shall  thereby 
gain  a  settlement  in  such  place. 

Seventh.  The  provisions  of  the  preceding  clause  shall  apply  to 
married  women  who  have  not  a  settlement  derived  by  marriage 
under  the  provisions  of  the  first  clause,  and  to  widows ;  and  a  set- 
tlement thereunder  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  gained  by  an 
unsettled  woman  upon  the  completion  of  the  term  of  residence 
therein  mentioned,  although  the  whole  or  a  part  of  such  term  has 
already  elapsed. 

Eighth.  Any  person  being  chosen,  and  actually  serving  one 
whole  year  in  the  office  of  clerk,  treasurer,  selectman,  overseer  of 
the  poor,  assessor,  constable,  or  collector  of  taxes,  in  any  place, 
shall  thereby  gain  a  settlement  therein.  For  this  purpose,  a  }rear 
shall  be  considered  as  including  the  time  between  the  choice  of 
such  officers  at  one  annual  meeting  and  the  choice  at  the  next 
annual  meeting,  whether  more  or  less  than  a  calendar  }Tear. 

Ninth.  Every  settled  ordained  minister  of  the  gospel  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  acquired  a  legal  settlement  in  the  place  wherein  he 
is  or  may  be  settled  as  a  minister. 

Tenth.  A  minor  who  serves  an  apprenticeship  to  a  lawful  trade 
for  the  space  of  four  years  in  any  place,  and  actually  sets  up  such 
trade  therein  within  one  }Tear  after  the  expiration  of  said  term, 
baing  then  twentj-one  }Tears  old,  and  continues  there  to  carry  on 
the  same  for  five  years,  shall  thereby  gain  a  settlement  in  such 
place  ;  but  being  hired  as  a  journej-man  shall  not  be  considered  as 
setting  up  a  trade. 

Eleventh.  Any  person  who  was  duly  enlisted  and  mustered  into 
the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  part  of  the 
quota  of  any  city  or  town  in  this  Commonwealth,  under  any  call  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  civil  war,  or  duly 
assigned  as  a  part  of  the  quota  thereof  after  having  been  enlisted 
and  mustered  into  said  service,  and  who  duly  served  for  not  less 
than  one  year,  or  died  or  became  disabled  from  wounds  or  disease 
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received  or  contracted  while  engaged  in  such  service,  or  while  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  his  wife  or  widow  and 
minor  children  shall  be  deemed  thereby  to  have  acquired  a  settle- 
ment in  such  place ;  and  any  person  who  would  otherwise  be 
entitled  to  a  settlement  under  this  clause,  but  who  was  not  a  part 
of  the  quota  of  any  city  or  town,  shall,  if  he  served  as  a  part  of 
the  quota  of  the  Commonwealth,  be  deemed  to  have  acquired  a 
settlement  in  the  place  where  he  actually  resided  at  the  time  of  his 
enlistment.  But  these  provisions  shall  not  apply  to  any  person 
who  was  enlisted  and  received  a  bounty  for  such  enlistment  in 
more  than  one  place,  unless  the  second  enlistment  was  made  after 
an  honorable  discharge  from  the  first  term  of  service,  nor  to  any 
person  who  has  been  proved  guilty  of  wilful  desertion,  or  who  left 
the  service  otherwise  than  by  reason  of  disability  or  an  honorable 
discharge. 

Ttreljth,  Upon  the  division  of  a  city  or  town,  every  person 
having  a  legal  settlement  therein,  but  being  absent  at  the  time  of 
such  division,  and  not  having  acquired  a  legal  settlement  else- 
where, shall  have  his  legal  settlement  in  that  place  wherein  his  last 
dwelling-place  or  home  happens  to  fall  upon  such  division  ;  and 
when  a  new  city  or  town  is  incorporated,  composed  of  a  part  of 
one  or  more  incorporated  places,  eveiy  person  legally  settled  io 
the  places  of  which  such  new  city  or  town  is  so  composed,  and 
who  actually  dwells  and  has  his  home  within  the  bounds  of  such 
new  city  or  town  at  the  time  of  its  incorporation,  and  an}'  person 
duly  qualified  as  provided  in  the  eleventh  clause  of  this  section, 
who,  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  dwelt  and  had  his  home  within 
such  bounds,  shall  thereby  acquire  a  legal  settlement  in  such  new 
place  ;  but  no  person  residing  in  that  part  of  a  place  which  upon 
such  division  is  incorporated  into  a  new  city  or  town,  and  having 
then  no  legal  settlement  therein,  shall  acquire  airy  by  force  of  such 
incorporation  only  ;  nor  shall  such  incorporation  prevent  his  ac- 
quiring a  settlement  therein,  within  the  time  and  by  the  means  by 
which  he  would  have  gained  it  there  if  no  such  division  had  been 
made. 

Sect.  2.  Nothing  in  the  preceding  section  shall  be  construed 
to  give  to  any  person  the  right  to  acquire  a  settlement,  or  to  be  in 
process  of  acquiring  a  settlement,  while  receiving  relief  as  a 
pauper,  unless  within  five  years  from  the  time  of  receiving  such 
relief  he  reimburses  the  cost  thereof  to  the  eit}-  or  town  furnishing 
the  same. 
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Sect.  3.  No  person  who  actually  supports  himself  and  his 
family  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  pauper  by  reason  of  the  commit- 
ment of  his  wife,  child,  or  other  relative  to  a  lunatic  hospital  or 
other  institution  of  chanty,  reform,  or  correction  by  order  of  a 
court  or  magistrate,  and  of  his  inability  to  maintain  such  wife, 
child,  or  relative  therein;  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  release  him  from  liability  for  such  maintenance. 

Sect.  4.  No  person  who  has  begun  to  acquire  a  settlement  b}* 
the  laws  in  force  at  and  before  the  time  when  this  chapter  takes 
effect,  in  any  of  the  ways  in  which  any  time  is  prescribed  for  a 
residence,  or  for  the  continuance  or  succession  of  any  other  act, 
shall  be  prevented  or  delayed  by  the  provisions  hereof;  but  he 
shall  acquire  a  settlement  by  a  continuance  or  succession  of  the 
same  residence  or  other  act,  in  the  same  time  and  manner  as  if  the 
former  laws  had  continued  in  force. 

Sect.  5.  Except  as  hereinafter  provided,  every  legal  settlement 
shall  continue  till  it  is  lost  or  defeated  by  acquiring  a  new  one 
within  this  State  ;  and  upon  acquiring  such  new  settlement  all 
former  settlements  shall  be  defeated  and  lost. 

Sect.  6.  All  settlements  acquired  b}r  virtue  of  any  provision  of 
law  in  force  prior  to  the  eleventh  day  of  February  in  the  year 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety- four,  are  hereby  defeated  and  lost ; 
except  where  the  existence  of  such  settlement  prevented  a  subse- 
quent acquisition  of  settlement  in  the  same  place  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh, 
and  twelfth  clauses  of  section  one  of  this  chapter,  or  under  corre- 
sponding provisions  in  other  statutes  existing  prior  to  the  passage 
hereof;  and  provided,  that,  whenever  a  settlement  acquired  by 
marriage  has  been  thus  defeated,  the  former  settlement  of  the  wife, 
if  not  defeated  by  the  same  provision,  shall  be  thereb3T  revived. 

[Chapter  113,  Acts  of  1882.] 

An  Act  to  authorize  towns  and  cities  to  recover  for  expense 
incurred  in  the  support  or  relief  of  paupers. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  as  follows: 

Any  city  or  town  which  incurs  expense  for  the  support  of  a 
pauper  having  a  settlement  therein,  may  recover  the  same  against 
such  person,  his  executors  or  administrators,  in  an  action  of  con- 
tract for  money  paid,  laid  out,  and  expended  for  his  use. 

[Approved  March  27,  1882. 
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If  an  insane  pauper,  having  his  settlement  in  this  Commonwealth, 
and  confined  under  sentence  in  a  house  of  correction,  is  duly  com- 
mitted, by  order  of  a  judge  of  probate,  to  a  State  lunatic  hospital, 
the  town  where  such  pauper  has  his  settlement  is  liable  for  the 
expenses  of  his  support,  even  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  he  was  sentenced  to  the  house  of  correction.  Smith  v.  Lee, 
12  Allen,  510  (1866). 

A  married  woman  does  not  acquire  a  settlement  in  a  town  by 
her  husband's  living  on  an  estate  of  freehold  therein  three  }rears 
successively,  if,  during  any  portion  of  that  time,  the  town  where 
they  formerly  lived  supported  her  as  a  pauper  in  a  lunatic  hospital 
out  of  the  Commonwealth.  Oakham  v.  Warwick,  13  Allen,  88 
(1866). 

A  general  law,  changing  the  rules  of  settlement,  and  having  the 
effect  to  transfer,  from  one  town  to  another,  the  obligation  to  sup- 
port paupers,  is  not  therefore  unconstitutional.  Bridgewater  v. 
Plymouth,  97  Mass.,  382  (1867). 

The  term  "  quota  of  an}T  cit}- or  town,"  in  statute  of  1865,  chap. 
230,  sect.  1,  includes  every  person  who,  during  the  recent  civil 
war,  was  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  after  quotas  of  cities  and  towns  were 
legally  recognized  and  assigned,  was  credited  to  the  quota  of  such 
city  or  town  under  any  call  of  the  President,  although  his  term 
of  service  ended  before  any  such  legal  recognition  and  assign- 
ment. —  lb. 

A  person  legally  capable  of  choosing  or  changing  his  domicile, 
who  is  residing  in  a  city  or  town  in  this  Commonwealth,  with  the 
purpose  of  there  remaining  for  an  indefinite  time,  and  without 
retaining  and  keeping  up  any  intention  to  return  to  his  former 
home  in  another  city  or  town  in  this  Commonwealth,  has  his  domi- 
cile in  the  place  of  his  actual  residence.  Wilbraham  v.  Ludlow, 
99  Mass.,  587  (1868). 

A  person  legally  capable  of  choosing  or  changing  his  domicile, 
who  abandons  his  home,   and   thenceforth  wanders  from   town  to 
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town,  working  as  a  day  laborer  "  with  no  purpose  in  view,  and 
with  no  opinions,  desires,  or  intentions  in  relation  to  residence, 
except  to  have  a  home  wherever  he  works,"  ceases  to  have  a  con- 
tinuing domicile,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  settlement  in  the 
town  where  the  home  is  which  he  so  abandons.     lb. 


A  written  discharge  issued  to  a  soldier  by  the  proper  military 
authorities,  on  a  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability,  is  conclusive 
evidence,  in  an  action  between  two  towns  concerning  his  settle- 
ment as  a  pauper,  under  the  statute  of  1865,  chap.  230,  of  the 
cause  of  his  leaving  the  service  ;  and  evidence  is  not  admissible  to 
show  that  the  certificate  was  obtained  by  undue  influence,  especially 
without  any  evidence  that  such  influence  was  exercised  by  the  sol- 
dier himself;  nor  is  evidence  that  he  was  absent  without  leave, 
and  was  arrested  for  desertion,  admissible  to  show  that  he  was 
guilt}'  of  wilful  desertion,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  that  he  was 
tried  for  desertion,  and  convicted  thereof.  Fitchburg  v.  Lunen- 
burg, 102  Mass.,  358  (1869). 

The  disability  of  a  soldier  from  wounds  or  disease  contracted 
while  he  was  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
during  the  civil  war,  intended  by  the  statute  of  1865,  chap.  230, 
sect.  1,  to  give  him  a  settlement  in  the  town  to  whose  quota  he 
belonged,  is  such  a  disability,  and  such  only,  as  terminated  his 
military  service  within  one  year  from  his  enlistment.  Wayland  v. 
Ware,  104  Mass.,  46  (1870). 

The  statute  of  1865,  chap.  230,  sect.  1,  gives  a  settlement  to  a 
soldier  credited  to  the  quota  of  a  town,  in  conform it}T  with  its 
terms,  even  if  he  was  credited  in  excess  of  the  proportion  due  from 
the  town  at  the  time  of  such  credit,     lb. 

On  the  trial  of  an  issue  between  two  towns  of  the  settlement  of 
an  infant  pauper,  it  is  incompetent  for  the  mother  to  testify  that 
the  infant,  though  born  in  wedlock,  is  illegitimate.  Abington  v. 
Duxbury,  105  Mass.,  287  (1870). 

In  an  action  by  one  town  to  recover  from  another  the  expense  of 
supporting,  as  a  pauper,  a  married  woman  alleged  to  have  her 
settlement  with  the  defendants,  it  is  competent  for  them  to  prove 
that   her   husband   has   a  settlement  in  the  Commonwealth  else- 
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where  than  with  them,  derived  from  his  mother,  without  first  prov- 
ing that  he  derived  no  settlement  from  his  father.     lb. 

A  man  is  not  prevented  from  gaining  a  settlement,  under  the 
General  Statutes,  chap.  69,  sect.  1,  clause  12,  in  a  town  in  which 
he  has  lived  for  ten  years  together  under  a  fictitious  name,  and 
paid  poll  and  other  taxes  assessed  on  him  under  that  name,  for 
five  }Tears  within  said  time,  by  the  fact  that  he  has  deserted  his 
wife  and  children  meanwhile  in  the  town  where  he  was  formerly 
settled,  and  its  officers  have,  in  one  year  of  the  ten,  given  her 
some  aid  without  his  knowledge,  or  ever  calling  on  him  for  pay- 
ment.    Wareham  v.  Mil  ford,  105  Mass.,  293  (1870). 

A  soldier  discharged  for  disabilit}'  does  not  thereby  acquire  a 
settlement  under  the  statute  of  1865,  chap.  230,  unless  the  disa- 
bility arose  from  wounds  or  disease  received  or  contracted  in  the 
service,  and  there  is  no  presumption  that  it  did  so  arise.  Ashland 
v.  Marlborough,  106  Mass.,  266  (1871). 

In  an  action  between  two  towns  to  recover  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  plaintiffs,  in  supporting  a  pauper  alleged  to  have 
a  settlement  with  the  defendants,  it  was  admitted  that  he  had  no 
other  than  a  derivative  settlement,  and  was  found  as  a  fact  that  he 
derived  a  settlement  with  the  defendants  from  his  ancestors,  unless 
his  grandfather  acquired  one  with  the  plaintiffs.  Held,  that  the 
burden  of  proving  that  the  grandfather  acquired  such  a  settlement 
was  on  the  defendants.  Dana  v.  Petersham,  107  Mass.,  598 
(1871). 

Evidence  that  a  man  who  resided  in  a  town  eighteen  years,  in 
occupation  of  real  estate,  was  taxed  there  on  his  poll  in  five  years 
of  the  eighteen,  and  also  on  real  estate  in  four  years  of  the  five, 
and  that  in  two  of  the  five  }rears  his  name  was  on  the  voting-list  of 
the  town,  is  not  conclusive  that  the  taxes  were  paid  by  him.     lb. 

The  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  1865,  chap.  230,  and  1868, 
chap.  328,  sect.  3,  relating  to  the  acquirement  by  soldiers  in  the 
civil  war  of  settlements  in  cities  or  towns  of  which  they  were 
inhabitants,  and  as  part  of  whose  quotas  they  were  duly  enlisted 
and  mustered,  apply  to  drafted  men  as  well  as  volunteers  ;  and  it  is 
immaterial  to  the  question  whether  a  soldier  gained  a  settlement 
under  those  provisions,  that,  after  having  been  in  due  form  enlisted 
and  mustered,  and  having  served  one  year  and  more,  he  was  dis- 
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charged  as  illegally  drafted.     Sheffield  v.   Otis,   107  Mass.,  282 
(1871). 

The  statute  of  1866,  chap.  234,  sect.  1,  does  not  oblige  a  town 
to  support  a  State  pauper  whose  wife  has  a  settlement  in  the  town, 
unless  she  is  also  a  pauper.  Belchertown  v.  Ludlow,  110  Mass., 
98  (1872). 

The  owner  of  land,  for  a  consideration  paid  by  A  and  B,  exe- 
cuted and  delivered  a  deed  of  the  land  to  A  and  B,  reserving  and 
giving  to  C  the  use  of  the  land  during  his  life,  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  land  to  A  and  B  and  their  heirs  to  their  use.  C  entered  upon 
the  land  under  the  deed,  and  occupied  it  for  three  years  succes- 
sively. Held,  that  he  had  an  equitable  freehold  in  the  land,  and  had 
acquired  a  settlement  in  the  town  where  the  land  lay,  although  the 
deed  was  not  recorded.  Conway  v.  Ashfield,  110  Mass.,  113 
(1872). 

Action  brought  to  recover  of  defendants  (inhabitants  of  Hop- 
kinton) expenses  incurred  by  plaintiffs  (inhabitants  of  Belling- 
ham)  in  the  support  of  Montcalm  S.  Pettes,  a  pauper.  James 
Pettes,  grandfather  of  the  pauper,  had  a  settlement  in  Rehoboth,  in 
this  State,  acquired  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  law  in  force 
before  Feb.  11,  1794;  but,  if  he  had  not  acquired  a  settlement 
prior  to  that  date,  he  could  not  have  acquired  one  after  that  date  in 
Rehoboth,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  about  1800.  About 
the  year  1800  James  Pettes  removed  from  Rehoboth  to  Hopkinton, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  1819,  but  acquired  no  settlement 
there ;  and  in  1819  was  removed  to  Rehoboth  as  a  pauper,  and 
supported  there  until  his  death,  a  few  years  after.  Jacob  Pettes, 
son  of  said  James,  and  father  of  the  pauper,  was  born  in  Rehoboth, 
and  came  with  his  father  to  Hopkinton,  being  then  a  minor,  about 
the  year  1800,  and  continued  to  reside  in  Hopkinton  until  his  death, 
about  the  year  1832,  but  acquired  no  settlement  there.  Hezekiah 
Rice,  grandfather  of  the  pauper  on  his  mother's  side,  took  a  con- 
veyance of  a  farm  in  Hopkinton  from  said  town  April  5,  1773,  and 
from  that  date,  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  1827,  continued  to  reside 
in  said  town  on  said  farm,  and  acquired  a  settlement  there  by  reason 
of  owning  and  living  on  said  farm.  Sally  Rice,  daughter  of  said 
Hezekiah,  and  mother  of  the  pauper,  was  born  in  Hopkinton  about 
the  year  1780,  and  continued  to  reside  in  that  town  until  her  death 
in  1842.     Said  Jacob  Pettes  and  Sally  Rice  were  married  about 
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1810  ;  and  their  son,  the  pauper,  was  born  in  Hopkinton  about 
1816,  but  has  never  acquired  any  settlement  unless  by  derivation 
from  or  through  bis  father  or  mother.  The  pauper  fell  into  distress 
in  Bellingham  Nov.  2,  1871.  Held,  that  the  existence  of  this  set- 
tlement of  Jacob  Pettes,  derived  from  his  father,  James  Pettes, 
prevented  the  subsequent  acquisition,  by  the  pauper,  of  a  settle- 
ment in  Hopkinton,  derived,  through  his  mother,  from  Hezekiah 
Rice.  Under  the  exception  in  the  statute  of  1870,  chap.  392,  sect. 
2,  he  therefore  retained  his  settlement,  derived  through  his  father, 
from  James  Pettes,  his  grandfather.  This  settlement  being  neither 
acquired  by  marriage,  nor  defeated  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  of  1870,  chap.  392,  sect.  2,  is  not  within  the  direct 
operation  of  the  statute  of  1871,  chap.  379,  sect.  3.  Bellingham 
v.  Hopkinton,  114  Mass.,  553  (1874). 

The  town  record,  kept  pursuant  to  the  statute  of  1863,  chaps.  65, 
229,  of  the  soldiers  who  composed  the  town's  quota  of  the  troops 
furnished  by  the  Commonwealth  to  the  United  States,  is  competent 
evidence  of  the  enlistment  of  one  of  such  soldiers,  and  of  payment 
of  bounty  to  him.  Intentional  absence  from  military  service  with- 
out leave  does  not  of  itself  constitute  the^crime  of  wilful  desertion  ; 
there  must  be,  in  addition,  the  intention  not  to  return  to  the  ser- 
vice. The  "wilful  desertion"  referred  to  in  the  statute  of  1865, 
chap.  230,  sect.  3,  is  the  "desertion"  defined  by  the  Articles  of 
War,  United  States  Statutes,  1806,  chap.  20,  art.  20.  Hanson  v. 
South  Scituate,  115  Mass.,  336  (1874). 


The  husband  of  a  pauper  had  a  derivative  settlement  in  a  town, 
from  his  grandfather,  acquired  under  provisions  of  law  in  force 
prior  to  Feb.  11,  1794.  The  father  of  the  husband  had  also  resided 
in  the  town  for  ten  years  together,  and  paid  taxes  there  for  five 
years  while  the  husband  was  a  minor.  Neither  the  husband  nor  the 
pauper,  after  his  death,  had  complied  with  the  conditions  necessary 
to  acquire  a  settlement  in  their  own  right.  Held,  that  the  pauper 
had  a  legal  settlement  in  the  town.  Adams  v.  Ipswich,  116  Mass., 
570  (1874). 

The  transfer  authorized  by  the  General  Statutes,  chap  71,  sect. 
7,  of  an  inmate  of  a  State  lunatic  hospital,  from  that  institution  to 
another,  is  properly  made  under  the  authority  of  the  original 
mittimus.     JbM 
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The  right  of  the  Commonwealth  to  recover  from  the  town  of  a 
pauper's  settlement,  mone}7  paid  out  of  the  treasury  for  his  support 
at  a  State  lunatic  hospital,  under  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  73, 
sect.  24,  and  the  statute  of  1862,  chap.  223,  sect.  11,  is  not 
affected  by  the  statute  of  1870,  chap  105.     lb. 

The  right  of  the  Commonwealth  to  recover  from  a  town  money 
paid  for  the  support  of  a  pauper  at  a  State  lunatic  hospital,  is  not 
limited  by  the  fact  that  the  town  had  no  notice  that  the  pauper  was 
chargeable  to  it,  or  of  his  commitment  to  the  hospital,     lb. 


On  the  issue,  whether  a  female  pauper  had  a  settlement  in  the 
town  of  Swansea,  derived  from  her  grandfather,  there  was  evidence 
that  the  grandfather  was  born  in  that  town  in  1759.  An  aged 
witness  testified  that  he  knew  a  lot  of  land  near  the  line  between 
the  towns  of  Rehoboth  and  Swansea,  which  he  was  accustomed  in 
his  youth  to  see  and  hear  people  of  the  town  point  out  and  speak 
of  as  the  lot  of  the  father  of  said  grandfather,  —  the  lot  where  he 
lived.  It  also  appeared,  in  evidence,  that  in  1790  a  part  of  the 
town  of  Swansea  bad  been  set  off  and  made  another  town  ;  and  it 
was  provided  by  statute  that  persons  born  in  the  limits  of  the  new 
town,  and  becoming  chargeable  for  support,  should  be  the  poor 
thereof.  Held,  that  the  burden  of  the  proof  was  on  the  plaintiff  to 
show  that  the  pauper's  grandfather  had  a  settlement  within  the 
present  limits  of  the  town  of  Swansea,  and  that  there  was  no 
evidence  to  warrant  a  judge,  who  tried  the  case  without  a  jury,  in 
so  finding.     Adams  v.  Swansea,  116  Mass.,  591  (1874). 

In  an  action  to  enforce  a  statute  liability,  the  burden  is  on  the 
plaintiff  to  prove  all  the  facts  which,  by  the  statutory  provisions, 
are  necessary  to  create  the  liability. 

A  town  furnished  supplies  to  a  person,  and,  in  pursuance  of  the 
General  Statutes,  chap.  70,  sect.  17,  notified  the  overseers  of  the 
town  of  his  settlement,  requesting  them  to  remove  him.  The 
overseers  of  the  latter  town  neglected  to  reply  to  the  letter  within 
two  months.  Held,  in  an  action  by  the  first  town  against  the 
second  for  the  expenses  of  the  support,  that  the  defendant  was  not 
estopped  by  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  70,  sect.  18,  to  deny  that 
the  person  to  whom  the  supplies  were  furnished  was  in  need  of  im- 
mediate relief.     New  Bedford  v.  Hingham,  117  Mass.,  445  (1875). 
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In  an  action  under  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  73,  sect.  25,  by  a 
town  for  expenses  paid  for  the  support  of  a  lunatic  committed  to  a 
State  hospital,  against  the  town  where  he  has  a  settlement,  the 
plaintiff  must  show  that  the  lunatic  was  a  pauper  at  the  time  the 
relief  was  furnished.  Waltham  v.  Brookline,  119  Mass.,  479 
(1876). 


The  plaintiff  seeks  to  recover  for  relief  furnished  under  the 
pauper  laws  to  a  married  woman.  In  support  of  the  action  it  is 
contended  that  a  married  woman,  who,  before  her  marriage,  had 
no  settlement  in  this  Commonwealth,  acquired  one,  under  the 
statute  of  1874,  chap.  274,  sect.  2,  in  Boston,  by  marriage,  and  five 
years'  continuous  residence  in  that  city  with  her  husband,  who  had 
himself  no  settlement  or  elsewhere  in  this  State,  and  who  acquired 
none  b}^  such  residence. 

The  statute  relied  on  declares  that  any  woman  of  the  age  of 
twent3T-one  years,  who  resides  in  any  place  within  this  State  five 
years  together  without  receiving  relief  as  a  pauper,  shall  thereby 
gain  a  settlement  in  such  place  ;  and  it  expressly  repeals  the  first 
section  of  the  statute  of  1870,  chap.  392,  by  which  any  unmarried 
woman  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  }'ears  was  permitted  to  gain  a  set- 
tlement by  ten  years'  residence. 

The  question  here  is,  whether  the  later  statute,  by  the  omission 
of  the  word  "  unmarried,"  also  repeals  the  provisions  of  the 
General  Statutes,  chap.  69,  sect.  1,  by  which  the  settlement  of  a 
married  woman  is  made  to  follow  the  settlement  of  her  husband,  if 
he  has  any  ;  otherwise  her  own  at  the  time  of  marriage,  if  she  then 
had  any,  is  not  lost  or  suspended  by  the  marriage. 

These  statutes  relate  to  the  same  subject  matter ;  the}'  consti- 
tute parts  of  a  system  devised  for  the  regulation  of  a  complicated 
part  of  the  internal  police  of  the  Commonwealth ;  each  must  be 
construed  so  as  to  preserve,  if  possible,  the  harmony  of  the  whole. 

In  the  language  of  Shaw,  C.  J.,  in  Goddard  v.  Boston,  20  Pick. 
407,  the  two  statutes  "  are  to  be  construed  together.  A  later  stat- 
ute on  a  given  subject,  not  repealing  an  earlier  one  in  terms,  is 
not  to  be  taken  as  a  repeal  by  implication,  unless  it  is  plainly  re- 
pugnant to  the  former,  or  unless  it  fully  embraces  the  whole  sub- 
ject matter."  In  ascertaining  the  intention  of  a  new  statute  with 
reference  to  its  effect  upon  existing  laws,  it  is  a  fair  subject  of 
judicial  consideration  that  those  laws  have  long  been  established 
in  accordance  with  sound   morality  and  the  settled  policy  of  the 
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State,  and   therefore  are  not   likely  to   be   repealed   by  doubtful 
words  or  by  mere  implication. 

The  rule  that  the  settlement  of  a  married  woman  follows  that  of 
her  husband  has  long  been  the  statute  rule  of  this  Commonwealth. 
Statutes  1789,  chap.  14;  1793,  chap.  34,  sect.  2. 

It  rests  upon  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  and  in  England 
is  as  old  as  the  law  of  settlement.  St.  Michael  v.  Nunny,  1  Stra, 
544.  Rex.  v.  Alton,  1  Burr,  307.  It  is  founded  on  the  highest 
consideration  of  public  policy  and  morality  ;  it  concerns  the  unity 
of  the  marriage  relation,  and  is  declared  by  Blackstone  to  prevail 
because  the  law  will  not  permit  the  separation  of  husband  and 
wife.     1  Bl.  Com.  363. 

It  cannot  be  inferred,  without  clear  and  express  provision,  that 
the  Legislature  intended  that  the  rules  regulating  pauper  settle- 
ments should  under  any  circumstances  effect  the  compulsory  sepa- 
ration of  man  and  wife  and  the  breaking  up  of  joint  parental  rela- 
tions to  their  children. 

By  the  construction  contended  for  by  the  plaintiff,  the  wife 
would  gain  a  settlement  in  five  years,  irrespectively  of  the  fact  that 
at  the  end  of  that  time  the  husband's  settlement  was  elsewhere. 
She  would  then  lose  the  settlement  which  up  to  the  end  of  five 
years  she  would  hold  by  virtue  of  her  marriage,  and  acquire  a  new 
one  by  force  of  the  statute.  If  both  should  fall  in  need  of  relief, 
that  relief  as  furnished  by  law  would  compel  the  separation. 

Upon  the  whole  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  purpose  of  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  statute  of  1874  was  to  diminish  from  ten  to  five 
years  the  time  of  residence  required  to  give  a  settlement  to  an  un- 
married woman,  and  not  to  extend  the  class  of  persons  to  whom 
the  law  as  it  then  stood  was  applicable.  The  earlier  statute  relat- 
ing to  married  women  is  not  repealed.  The  right  to  acquire  a 
settlement  in  five  years  must  still  remain  subject  to  it,  and  subject 
to  the  contingency  of  marriage. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant.  Somerville  v.  Boston,  Sept.  7, 
1876,  120  Mass.,  574. 

A  notice  to  the  overseers  of  the  town  of  Buckland,  signed  in 
behalf  of  the  overseers  of  the  town  of  Shelburne,  that  "  the  family 
of  A,  whose  legal  settlement  is  in  your  town,  but  now  residing  in 
this  town,  being  in  needy  circumstances,  has  applied  to  this  Board 
for  relief,  which  we  have  granted,  and  charged  to  your  town,  and 
shall  continue  so  to  do  until  you  remove  or  otherwise  provide  for 
their  support,"  is  sufficient,  under  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  70, 
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sect.  17  ;  and  the  town  of  Buck  land,  by  its  omission  to  return  a 
written  answer  thereto  within  two  months  after  receiving  the 
notice,  is  barred,  under  sect.  18,  from  contesting  the  question  of 
settlement  in  an  action  against  it  for  the  expenses  of  the  support. 
Shelburne  v.  Buckland,  124  Mass.  117  (1878). 

After  the  Provincial  Statutes  of  1767  (7  G.  III.),  chap.  3,  sect. 
4,  and  before  the  statute  of  1789,  chap.  14,  no  person  could  gain 
a  settlement  b}*  residence  in  a  town  for  any  length  of  time,, 
although  not  warned  away,  without  obtaining  the  approbation  of 
the  town  at  a  general  meeting. 

In  an  action,  by  one  town  against  another  for  the  support  of  a 
pauper,  it  appeared  that,  by  the  statute  of  1850,  chap.  309,  the 
defendant  town  was  set  off  from  the  plaintiff  town  ;  that  the  grand- 
father of  the  pauper  in  1785  bought  an  estate  of  the  clear  annual 
income  of  three  pounds,  in  that  part  of  the  town  which  became  the 
defendant  town  by  the  division,  and  resided  there  until  his  death 
in  1831  ;  that  his  son,  the  father  of  the  pauperr  came  to  the  plain- 
tiff town  with  his  father,  and  in  1815  moved  with  his  family  on  to 
a  place  which  is  now  in  the  plaintiff  town,  and  in  1823  bought  and 
moved  on  to  a  freehold  estate  in  that  part  of  the  town  which  re- 
mained within  the  limits  of  the  plaintiff  town  on  its  division,  and 
resided  there  continuously  with  his  family,  including  the  pauper, 
until  1832,  when  he  and  his  family  moved  to  another  town;  and 
that  the  pauper  was  absent  from  the  plaintiff  town  when  it  was 
divided,  and  his  last  dwelling-place  in  the  town  was  in  that  part  of 
it  which  remained  the  plaintiff  town  after  its  division.  Held,  that 
by  the  statute  of  1789,  chap.  14,  the  grandfather  acquired  a  set- 
tlement by  his  two  years'  ownership  and  residence  ;  that  this  set- 
tlement was  derived  by  the  pauper ;  that  the  effect  of  such  settl  - 
ment  was  not  changed  by  the  fact  of  the  removal  of  the  father  of 
the  pauper  to  another  part  of  the  old  town,  or  to  another  town, 
and  of  his  absence  when  the  town  was  divided  ;  and  that  by  the 
statute  of  1850,  chap.  309,  sect.  3,  which  provides  that  the  two 
towns  "shall  be  respectively  liable  for  the  support  of  all  persons 
who  now  do,  or  hereafter  shall,  stand  in  need  of  relief  as  paupers, 
whose  settlement  was  gained  by,  or  derived  from,  a  settlement 
gained  or  derived  within  their  respective  limits,"  the  pauper  was 
chargeable  to  the  defendant  town.  Maiden  v.  Melrose,  125, 
Mass..  304  (1878). 
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In  an  action  for  the  support  of  a  pauper,  it  appeared  that  the 
husband  of  the  pauper  resided  on  a  freehold  estate  in  the  defendant 
town  from  January,  1863,  to  January,  1868  ;  that  during  the  whole 
of  this  period  he  was  more  than  twenty-one  years  of  age  ;  that  he 
was  an  alien  until  November,  1864,  when  he  became  a  naturalized 
citizen  ;  that  in  May,  1867,  his  wife  became  an  insane  pauper,  and 
with  his  consent  was  committed  to  the  State  lunatic  hospital ;  and 
that  in  January,  1868,  he  ceased  to  be  a  resident  of  the  defendant 
town.  Held,  that  by  the  statutes  of  1868,  chap.  328,  sect.  1,  as 
amended  by  the  statutes  of  1871,  chap.  379,  sect.  1,  the  husband 
of  the  pauper  acquired  a  settlement  in  the  defendant  town.  The 
statute  of  1868,  chap.  328,  sect.  1,  as  amended  by  the  statute  of 
1871,  chap.  379,  sect.  1,  relating  to  the  settlement  of  paupers,  is 
constitutional.     Endicott  v.  Hopkinton,  125  Mass.,  521  (1878). 

In  an  action  against  a  town  for  supplies  furnished  J.  S.,  a  pau- 
per, the  issue  was  whether  J.  S.  had  acquired  a  settlement  in  the 
defendant  town  under  the  statute  of  1874,  chap.  274,  by  paying  a 
tax  duly  assessed  on  his  poll  or  estate  for  three  years  of  the  five 
3Tears  of  his  residence  there.  It  appeared  that  in  one  of  the  three 
years  his  name  was  not  on  the  valuation  list,  nor  on  the  tax  list 
made  by  the  assessors,  and  delivered  with  the  warrant  to  collect 
the  same  to  the  collector  ;  that  a  clerk  of  the  collector,  without 
authorhVy,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  assessors,  until  after 
this  action  was  brought,  added  the  name  of  J.  S.  to  the  list,  and  he 
paid  a  poll  tax  to  the  collector,  who  paid  it  into  the  town  treasury. 
Held,  that  J.  S.  had  not  been  duly  assessed  for  that  year,  and  that 
the  town  was  not  estopped  to  deny  the  same.  Plymouth  v.  Ware- 
ham,  126  Mass.,  475  (1879). 

In  an  action  to  recover  for  aid  furnished  to  the  wife  and  minor 
children  of  John  Maloney  as  paupers  in  the  years  1876  and  1877, 
it  appeared  that  said  Maloney  resided  in  Springfield  from  July, 
1862,  to  December,  1867,  and  paid  taxes  duly  assessed  to  him  for 
three  years  within  that  time.  He  became  of  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  in  May,  1861.  This  is  sufficient  to  give  him  a  settlement  in 
Springfield  under  the  first  section  of  the  statute  of  1874,  chap. 
274,  if  it  applied  to  his  case.  But  that  section  is  qualified  by  the 
third  section,  which  provides  that  "  no  existing  settlement  shall  be 
changed  by  any  provision  of  this  act,  unless  the  entire  residence 
and  taxation  herein  required  accrues  after  its  passage  ;  but  any 
unsettled  person  shall  be  deemed  to  have  gained  a  settlement  upon 
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the  completion  of  the  residence  and  taxation  herein  required, 
though  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  same  accrues  before  the  passage 
of  this  act."  As  the  residence  and  taxation  of  said  Maloney  in 
Springfield  was  wholly  before  the  passage  of  the  act,  he  would  not 
thereby  gain  a  settlement,  unless  he  was  an  "  unsettled  person  " 
having  no  existing  settlement.  This  depends  upon  the  question 
whether  he  had  a  settlement  in  Wales,  derived  from  his  father, 
Michael  Maloney. 

Upon  this  question  the  facts  agreed  are,  that  said  Michael,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  came  to  this  country  in  1852,  being  then  over 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  resided  in  Wales  with  his  family, 
among  whom  was  his  son  John,  until  the  year  1861,  when  John 
became  of  age;  and  that,  between  1852  and  1861,  said  Michael 
lived  upon  an  estate  of  freehold,  owned  b}T  him  in  said  Wales,  for 
more  than  three  years  successively.  This  would  have  given  said 
Michael  a  settlement  in  Wales  under  the  General  Statutes,  chap. 
69,  sect.  1,  clause  4,  if  he  had  not  been  an  alien. 

The  statute  of  1868,  chap.  328,  sect.  1,  as  amended  by  the 
statute  of  1871,  chap.  379,  was  intended  to  remove  all  disabilities 
arising  from  alienage  ;  and  it  provides  that  "  hereafter  any  person 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  the  other  qualifications 
mentioned  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  ninth,  and  twelfth  clauses  of  the 
first  section  of  chapter  sixty-nine  of  the  General  Statutes,  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  thereby  gained  a  settlement  as  therein  provided, 
although  not  a  citizen  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
whether  such  other  qualifications  shall  have  been  acquired  before 
or  after  the  enactment  hereof."  Under  those  statutes  said  Michael 
must  be  deemed  to  have  gained  a  settlement  in  Wales  by  virtue  of 
his  three  years'  living  upon  an  estate  of  freehold  owned  by  him, 
and  all  the  legal  consequences  and  incidents  of  such  settlement 
must  follow.  [Endicott  v.  Hopkinton,  125  Mass.,  521  ;  Common- 
wealth v.  Sudbury,  106  Mass.,  268.]  Among  those  consequences 
is  that  his  minor  children  who  were  living  with  him  would  gain 
from  their  father  the  same  settlement.  The  statute  of  1868,  as 
amended,  was  clearly  intended  to  be  retroactive,  and  its  effect  is 
to  fix  the  time  when  the  settlement  of  said  Michael  in  Wales  com- 
menced, to  be  at  the  expiration  of  the  three  }Tears'  occupancv  of 
an  estate  of  freehold.  At  that  time  said  John  was  a  minor  living 
with  his  father,  and  the  result  is  that  he  then  gained  a  derivative 
settlement  in  Wales,  which  continues  until  he  acquires  a  new  one. 
As  he  had  acquired  no  new  settlement  before  he  went  to  Spring- 
field, his  settlement  in  Wales  continued,  and  was  an  "existing 
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settlement,"  which  was  not,  under  the  statute  of  1874,  chap.  274, 
changed  by  his  residence  in  Springfield.  Worcester  v.  Springfield y 
127  Mass.,  540  (1879). 

On  a  complaint,  under  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  70,  sect.  5, 
by  a  town  against  a  father  for  the  support  of  his  adult  pauper 
daughter,  it  may  properly  be  found  that  he  is  of  "  sufficient 
ability"  to  contribute  to  such  support,  where  the  value  of  his 
entire  property,  above  his  debts,  is  between  $5,000  and  $6,000, 
notwithstanding  he  is  in  poor  health,  unable  to  do  hard  work,  has 
a  wife  and  infant  child  dependent  upon  him,  and  his  income, 
although  he  has  lived  in  a  prudent  manner,  is,  and  has  been  for 
some  years,  less  than  his  expenses.  Templeton  v.  Austin  C. 
Stratton,  128  Mass.,  137  (1880). 

In  an  action  by  one  town  against  another  for  the  support  of  W, 
a  pauper,  the  issue  was  whether  W  had  left  the  defendant  town  in 
1856  with  the  intention  of  acquiring  a  domicile  in  the  town  of  A. 
It  appeared  that  W  went  from  the  defendant  town  to  A  in  May, 
1856,  taking  with  him  his  tools  for  shoemaking,  some  household 
furniture,  and  one  of  his  two  children,  and,  after  living  there  two 
weeks  in  the  house  of  a  relative,  returned  to  the  defendant  town. 
The  defendant  offered  to  show  by  a  witness  that,  in  the  spring  of 
1856,  he  met  W  at  a  stable  in  the  defendant  town,  and  W  said  to 
him  that  he  had  his  goods  loaded  and  was  going  to  A  to  live  ;  that 
he  was  going  to  work  on  a  farm  some  of  the  time,  and  at  shoe- 
making  the  rest ;  and  that  he  did  not  see  W  again  until  he  returned 
to  the  defendant  town.  Held,  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
declaration  accompanied  the  act  of  removal,  and  that  it  was  pro- 
perty excluded. 

A  man  is  under  no  legal  obligation  to  support  his  step-child ; 
and  the  fact  that  such  child  receives  aid  from  a  town  as  a  pauper, 
upon  the  application  of  the  step-father,  will  not  make  the  latter  a 
pauper.     Brookfield  v.  Warren,  128  Mass.,  287  (1880). 

In  an  action  b}^  a  city,  under  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  73, 
sect.  25,  against  a  woman,  to  recover  $479,  paid  for  her  support  at 
a  lunatic  hospital,  there  was  evidence  that  the  defendant  when  out 
of  the  hospital  lived  with  an  intemperate  husband  and  a  lame 
daughter,  neither  of  whom  rendered  her  much  assistance,  and  that 
the  defendant's  mental  condition  was  such  as  to  incapacitate  her 
for  an}'  labor  ;  that  she  owned  a  lot  of  land  worth  $375,  which, 
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after  part  of  the  money  sued  for  had  been  paid  by  the  plaintiff, 
she  had  conveyed  to  her  daughter  without  consideration ;  that, 
after  this  conveyance,  she  effected  insurance  on  the  house  in  her 
own  name,  and  the  attorney  of  her  guardian  had  received  $775 
from  the  insurance  company  for  the  destruction  of  the  same  by 
fire,  which  sum  was  claimed  by  the  daughter.  Held,  that  this 
evidence  would  warrant  a  finding  that  the  defendant  was  not 
4 'of  sufficient  ability  "  to  pay  the  sums  expended  by  the  plaintiff. 
Newton  v.  Ann  Feeley,  130  Mass.,  12  (1880). 

Under  the  statutes  of  1878,  chap.  190,  sect.  1,  cl.  10,  pro- 
viding that  an}7  person  "  duly  enlisted  and  mustered"  into  the 
militaiy  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  a 
cit}<  or  town,  under  any  call  of  the  President  during  the  late  civil 
war,  and  who  fulfils  the  other  requirements  of  that  act,  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  acquired  a  settlement  in  such  city  or  town,  the 
fact  that  a  person  has  been  enlisted  and  mustered  by  a  false  name 
does  not  prevent  his  acquiring  a  settlement ;  and,  in  an  action  by 
one  town  against  another  for  his  support  as  a  pauper,  his  identity 
may  be  shown  by  parol  evidence. 

In  an  action  by  a  town  against  another  town  for  the  support  of  a 
pauper,  the  defence  was  that  the  pauper  had  acquired  a  settlement 
in  a  third  town  by  reason  of  his  military  service  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States  as  part  of  the  quota  of  that  town.  The  pauper 
testified  that  he  heard  that  he  was  drafted,  and  went  into  another 
State  to  avoid  the  draft,  and  there  enlisted,  but  was  not  mustered 
into  the  service  ;  and  that  he  then  left  that  State,  and  enlisted  and 
served  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  the  town  in  question.  Held,  that 
this  evidence  did  not  show  that  he  had  been  "  proved  guilty  of  wil- 
ful desertion"  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  of  1878,  chap. 
190,  sect.  1,  cl.  10.     Milford  v.  Uxbridge,  130  Mass.,  107  (1881.) 

Action  of  contract  to  recover  the  amount  expended  for  the  relief 
of  Bridget  Nolan,  a  pauper,  whose  settlement  was  alleged  to  be  in 
the  defendant  city.     Answer,  a  general  denial. 

The  case  was  submitted  on  the  following  agreed  facts :  The 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  the  amount  claimed,  if  Bridget  Nolan 
had  a  Settlement  in  Boston  in  December,  1879,  and  January,  1880. 
She  married  Hugh  Nolan  on  Aug.  11,  1861,  in  Boston,  and  the}' 
have  lived  together  as  husband  and  wife  ever  since.  The}'  so 
lived  in  Boston  from  May,  1864,  until  .June,  1871,  during  which 
time  neither  he  nor  she  received  aid  as  a  pauper.     The  husband 
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has  never  had  a  settlement  in  this  State,  nor  did  Bridget,  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  have  any  settlement  in  this  State,  nor  has 
she  ever  had  a  settlement  in  this  State,  unless  she  gained  a  settle- 
ment in  Boston  by  her  residence  therein. 

Upon  these  facts  the  Superior  Court  ordered  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff;  and  the  defendant  appealed  to  this  court. 

Abstract  of  Opinion. — Lord,  J.  The  constitutionality  of  the 
statute  of  1879,  chap.  242,  was  argued  bj7,  the  defendant.  The  pre- 
cise ground  of  objection  to  its  constitutional^}7  appears  to  be  that, 
by  the  phraseology  of  the  statute,  there  is  an  apparent  judicial  con- 
struction of  the  statute  of  1878,  chap.  190,  and,  that  construction 
being  different  from  the  construction  given  by  this  court  to  the  same 
statute,  it  is  an  assumption  of  judicial  power  by  the  Legislature.  If 
it  be  seeming,  it  is  only  seeming.  It  does  not  purport  to  give 
to  the  statute  of  1878  a  construction  of  itself  to  be  valid  and 
binding  during  the  interval  between  that  statute  and  the  enact- 
ment of  the  present ;  but  it  is  present  legislation,  to  affect  only 
the  condition  of  things  at  the  time  it  takes  effect,  as  a  new  law 
changing  existing  law.  And  the  use  of  the  words  "  shall  be 
held  to  apply "  does  not  mean  that  the  language  of  that 
statute  shall,  without  change  or  modification  of  it,  be  held  to 
mean  differently  from  what  this  court  had  declared  it  to  mean, 
but  simply  that  the  provisions  of  that  statute  "  shall  hereafter 
be  extended  to,"  etc., — a  not  unusual  form  of  language  in  stat- 
utes which  are  in  addition  to  other  statutes  and  in  extension 
of  the  powers  therein  granted,  taking  effect  from  the  time  of  its 
passage,  and  not  retroacting.  In  this  view,  there  can  be  no  pre- 
tence that  the  statute  is  a  legislative  usurpation  of  judicial 
authority.  Judgment  affirmed.  Cambridge  v.  Boston,  130  Mass.,, 
357  (1881.) 

The  statute  of  1874,  chap.  274,  does  not  give  a  settlement  to  a 
person  who  voluntarily  ceased  to  be  a  resident  of  the  Common- 
wealth twenty  years  before  it  was  enacted  ;  nor  by  derivation  to 
the  son  of  such  person,  the  son  not  having  resided  in  the  Com- 
monwealth within  seventeen  je&rs  before,  nor  at  any  time  since  the 
enactment ;  nor  by  derivation  to  the  wife  of  such  son,  who  resides 
in,  and  after  the  enactment  becomes  a  pauper  within,  the  Common- 
wealth.    Fitchburg  v.  Athol,  130  Mass.,  370  (1881). 

In  an  action  by  one  town  against  another  for  the  support  of  a 
female  pauper,  the  agreed  facts  on  which  the  case  was  submitted 
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stated  that  the  pauper  contracted  a  valid  marriage  with  a  person  in 
a  town  in  another  State,  where  they  both  resided,  and  they  lived 
there  as  husband  and  wife  for  three  years,  when  he  left  his  home 
and  family,  and  had  not  been  heard  from  by  her  since  ;  that,  in  the 
next  month  after  he  left  her,  she  removed  to  the  defendant  town, 
where,  five  years  and  eight  months  afterwards,  she  married  a  per- 
son who  had  a  legal  settlement  therein,  and  they  lived  together  as 
husband  and  wife  in  the  plaintiff  town,  where  he  soon  after 
deserted  her  and  removed  out  of  the  Commonwealth.  Held,  that 
the  agreed  facts  did  not  warrant  a  finding  that  the  pauper's  first 
husband  was  dead  when  she  contracted  her  second  marriage. 
Hyde  Park  v.  Canton,  1,30  Mass.,  505  (1881). 

Action  of  contract  to  recover  the  amount  expended  by  the  plain- 
tiff town  for  the  support  of  Alma  Frye,  a  pauper. 

At  the  trial  in  the  Superior  Court,  before  Allen,  J.,  it  was 
admitted  that  the  pauper  was  the  wife  of  Stephen  Frye.  On  July 
20,  1875,  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  plaintiff  sent  the  follow- 
ing notice  to  the  defendant's  overseers :  "  Alma  Frye,  wife  of 
Stephen  Fiye,  whose  legal  settlement  is  in  your  town,  but  now 
residing  in  this  town,  being  in  needy  circumstances,  has  applied  to 
this  board  for  relief,  which  we  have  granted  and  charged  to  your 
town,  and  shall  continue  so  to  do  until  you  remove  or  otherwise 
provide  for  her  support.  Mrs.  Frye  is  pregnant,  and  will  be  likely 
to  want  considerable  assistance  ;  expects  to  be  sick  soon.  She  is 
at  our  almshouse."  On  July  29  the  defendant's  overseers  sent  the 
following  reply  to  the  plaintiff's  overseers  :  ki  Yours  of  recent  date 
at  hand,  and  contents  noted  in  regard  to  the  circumstances  of  one 
Stephen  Frye's  wife,  residing  in  your  town.  Under  the  circum- 
stances we  decline  to  pay  your  bill,  and  shall  continue  so  to  do 
until  we  find  that  the  law  requires  us  to  do  so.  At  the  time  of  the 
marriage,  the  woman,  who  is  '  non  compos  mentis,'  was  an  occu- 
pant of  your  almshouse  and  under  3'our  charge.  We  have  proof 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Easton  winked  at  the  performance,  saying 
that  this  would  take  her  from  their  town  and  throw  her  on  this. 
Her  mother  says  she  will  support  her  if  she  will  go  to  her ;  but 
that  is  your  concern,  not  ours.  If  you  will  please  search  the 
statutes,  you  will  lind  that  you  have  no  claim  that  will  stand  law." 
Stephen  Frye  was  born  in  1845,  and  lived  in  the  defendant  town 
and  various  other  places,  but  had  acquired  no  settlement  in  his  own 
right.  The  plaintiff  contended  that  Stephen  had  a  derivative  set- 
tlement in  the  defendant  town  through  his  father,  James  Frye,  and 
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his  grandfather,  James  Frye,  sen.  The  latter,  who  was  born  in 
the  defendant  town,  died  there  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years  ;  and,  subsequently  to  1814,  continued  to  reside  there  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  the  almshouse,  where  he  had  been 
about  a  year.  He  had  eight  children,  who  made  the  defendant 
town  their  home,  and  for  the  most  part  continued  to  reside  there 
until  their  death.  James  Frye,  jun.,  died  there  in  1879  at  the 
almshouse,  where  he  had  been  about  a  month.  He  lived  there 
most  of  the  time,  and  a  portion  of  the  time  in  other  places,  but  had 
acquired  no  settlement  in  his  own  right.  The  plaintiff  introduced 
in  evidence  the  records  of  various  town  meetings  of  the  defendant, 
at  which  action  was  taken  relative  to  the  support  of  James  Frye, 
sen.,  and  his  children.     The  defendant  offered  no  evidence. 

The  plaintiff  contended  that  the  defendant  was  estopped,  under 
its  reply  to  the  plaintiff's  notice,  from  contesting  the  settlement  of 
the  pauper  ;  and  that,  if  not  so  estopped,  the  evidence  was  compe- 
tent and  sufficient,  in  the  absence  of  any  controlling  testimony,  to 
establish  the  pauper's  settlement  in  the  defendant  town.  The 
judge  declined  so  to  rule,  directed  the  jury  to  return  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant,  and  reported  the  case  to  this  court. 

Abstract  of  Opinion.  —  Lord,  J.  To  determine  whether  the 
defendant  is  estopped  to  deny  the  pauper's  settlement,  the  only  in- 
quiry is,  Did  it  deny  the  settlement  in  its  answer  to  the  plaintiff's 
notice  ?  There  are  no  direct  words  of  denial ;  so  that  the  question 
presented  for  our  consideration  is,  Does  the  letter,  fairly  construed, 
lead  to  the  inference  that  the  settlement  is  denied  ?  We  are  con- 
strained to  say  that  it  does  not ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  it  carries  with 
it  a  strong  implication  that  Stephen  Frj-e,  the  pauper's  husband,  had 
a  settlement  in  Wareham.  The  most  favorable  interpretation  that  can 
be  put  upon  the  letter  in  behalf  of  the  defendant  is  this  :  either  that 
the  form  of  a  marriage  with  Stephen  Frye  had  been  enacted  by  a 
person  incompetent  to  contract  by  reason  of  mental  imbecility,  and 
that  the  marriage  was  therefore  a  nullity  ;  or  that  a  fraud  had  been 
perpetrated  which  had  been  participated  in  by  the  officials  of  the 
plaintiff  town  in  such  manner  as  prevented  the  liability  to  support 
the  woman,  as  the  wife  of  Stephen  Frye,  attaching  to  the  defendant 
town.  The  defendant  cannot  be  permitted,  under  the  answer  of 
the  overseers,  to  deny  the  settlement  of  Stephen  Frye.  Verdict  set 
aside,  and  case  to  stand  for  trial.  Easton  v.  Wareham,  131  Mass., 
10  (1881). 
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Action  of  contract  to  recover  $69.29,  expended  by  the  plaintiff 
city  for  the  support  of  Alice  V.  Phelan,  an  insane  pauper. 
Answer,  a  general  denial. 

The  case  was  submitted  on  the  following  agreed  facts  :  The 
pauper  was  committed  to  the  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  on  Aug. 
27,  1879,  by  the  authorities  of  the  plaintiff  city,  she  being  then  a 
pauper  and  a  lunatic  and  then  residing  iri  that  city  ;  and  she  has  ever 
since  been  supported  at  the  hospital  as  a  pauper.  At  the  time  of 
her  commitment  to  the  hospital  she  was  twenty  years  old,  and 
unmarried.  Her  father  was  James  Phelan,  who  was  born  in  Ire- 
land  on  Oct.  18,  1829,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1849. 
He  came  that  year  to  Dorchester,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  the  plaintiff  city,  and  resided  there 
until  his  death  on  Nov.  22,  1869.  He  was  never  naturalized,  was 
never  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
never  had  any  taxable  property  while  residing  in  the  plaintiff  city. 
During  the  whole  time  that  he  resided  in  Dorchester,  he  was 
assessed  and  paid  each  year  a  poll  tax.  In  1854,  while  residing  in 
Dorchester,  he  married  a  person  who  was  also  an  alien,  and  whose 
parents  never  resided  in  this  Commonwealth.  Since  his  death,  his 
widow  has  continued  to  reside  in  the  plaintiff  city  with  her  children, 
including  Alice  V.,  and  she  and  her  children  were  aided  as  paupers 
in  1869  and  in  1871.  On  May  5,  1880,  the  plaintiff  paid  $69.29 
to  the  Taunton  Lunatic  Hospital  for  the  support  of  Alice  V.,  from 
Oct.  27,  1879,  to  March  31,  1880,  and  forthwith  gave  notice  of  this 
payment  to  and  demanded  of  the  defendant  that  sum  ;  but  the 
defendant  has  refused  to  pay,  contending  that  the  pauper  has  no 
legal  settlement  in  the  defendant  city  or  that  portion  thereof  which 
was  Dorchester.  The  town  of  Dorchester  was  annexed  to  the 
defendant  city  by  the  statute  of  1869,  chap.  348,  which  statute 
was  duly  accepted  by  the  city  and  the  town. 

Upon  the  facts,  the  Superior  Court  ordered  judgment  for  the 
defendant;  and  the  plaintiff  appealed  to  this  court. 

Abstract  of  Opinion-.  —  Lord,  .1.  The  facts  agreed  would  have 
given  James  Phelan  a  settlement  in  Dorchester  under  the  statute  of 
1868,  chap.  328,  if  they  had  occurred  subsequently  to  the  passage  of 
that  statute.  It  is  not  contended  by  the  plaintiff  that  he  had  acquired 
a  settlement  under  the  statute,  except  by  force  of  the  amendment  to 
it  by  the  statute  of  1871,  chap.  :J7'.).  sect.  1.  That  statute  was  not 
passed  until  after  his  death.  It  was  made  retroactive  by  its  terms  ; 
and  the  case  presents  these  precise  questions:  Can  a  settlement 
be  established  after  the  death  of  a  person  who  had  no  settlement  at 
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the  time  of  his  death,  by  retroactive  legislation  ;  and,  if  it  can  be, 
does  the  language  of  the  statute  of  1871  show  that  it  was  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Legislature  to  give  to  deceased  persons  settlements 
which  the}T  had  not  at  the  time  of  their  death?  We  cannot  believe 
that  the  Legislature  intended  by  this  statute  to  give  settlements  to 
persons  long  ago  deceased,  and  by  derivation  to  all  their  progenjr. 
If  such  had  been  the  purpose  of  the  Legislature,  we  think  it  would 
have  been  manifested  by  clear  and  decisive  language.  If  the  law 
is  applicable  to  a  person  who  died  before  its  enactment,  the  length 
of  time  before  its  enactment  at  which  such  death  occurred  would  be 
wholly  immaterial.  Upon  the  general  rules  of  interpretation,  and 
upon  the  general  proposition  that,  unless  qualified,  legislation 
affects  the  status  of  the  living  and  not  of  the  dead,  we  think  the 
statute  gave  a  settlement  only  to  such  as  were  alive  at  the  time  of 
its  passage.  Judgment  for  the  defendant.  Taunton  v.  Boston,. 
131  Mass.,  18  (1881). 

Under  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  73,  sect.  25,  a  town  which 
has  paid  for  the  support  at  a  State  hospital  of  an  infant  lunatic 
whose  father  has  a  legal  settlement  in  such  town,  may  maintain  an 
action  at  law  against  the  father  for  the  amount  so  paid. 

A  count  upon  an  express  promise  to  pay  one-half  of  the  amount 
expended  by  a  town  for  the  support  of  a  lunatic  at  a  State  hospital 
is  not  sustained  b}T  proof  of  the  defendant's  liability  under  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes,  chap.  73,  sect.  25  ;  but  if  the  merits  of  the  case  have 
been  tried,  and  the  facts  necessary  to  create  the  defendant's  liabil- 
ity under  the  statute  are  undisputed,  an  amendment  of  the  declara- 
tion may  be  allowed  by  adding  a  count  declaring  for  the  amount 
claimed,  alleging  the  facts  necessaiy  to  make  out  a  case  of  statutory 
liability,  and  averring  an  agreement  and  the  plaintiff's  willingness 
to  abate  one-half  of  the  amount  paid.  Arlington  v.  Daniel  Lyons, 
131  Mass.,  328  (1881). 

Action  of  contract  to  recover  $223,  for  support  furnished  to 
Polly  Jacobs  or  Cunningham,  a  pauper.  Answer,  a  genera! 
denial. 

Abstract  or  Opinion.  —  Gray,  C.  J.  There  was  no  evidence 
that  the  pauper's  husband  ever  had  a  settlement  in  Northbridge  ; 
and  she  could  not,  under  the  statutes  of  1874,  chap.  274,  gain  a  settle- 
ment by  her  own  residence  there  during  his  life.  (Somerville  v.  Bos- 
ton, 120  Mass.,  574.)    Testimony  that  his  wife  thirt}^  years  ago  lived 
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with  him  in  Northbridge  for  three  months,  "  and  then  he  went  to 
Pennsylvania  and  died,"  without  any  evidence  that  he  had  not  since 
been  heard  from,  is  no  proof  of  the  time  of  his  death.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  evidence  that  he  had  died  before  his  wife's  residence 
for  five  years  in  the  defendant  town  ;  and  the  plaintiff  fails  to  sup- 
port the  burden  resting  upon  it  of  proving  the  facts  necessary  to 
make  out  the  settlement  alleged.  (Amherst  v.  Shelburne,  13  Gray, 
341.)  Exceptions  overruled.  Uxbridge  v.  Northbridge,  131  Mass., 
454  (1881). 

Endicott,  J.  It  is  conceded  that  George  W.  Garland,  the 
father  of  the  pauper,  Georgianna  Sloan,  had  a  settlement  in  New- 
buryport  when  he  entered  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
1864  ;  and  that  by  reason  of  his  service  in  the  navy,  as  part  of  the 
quota  of  the  town  of  Worthington,  he  must  be  deemed  to  have 
acquired  a  settlement  in  Worthington. 

The  plaintiff  makes  no  claim  for  support  furnished  Georgianna 
Sloan  before  June  20,  1879.  The  case  must  therefore -be  governed 
by  the  statutes  of  1878,  chap.  190,  sect.  1,  cl.  10,  which  provides 
that  "any  person  who  shall  have  been  duly  enlisted  and  mustered 
into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  part  of 
the  quota  of  any  city  or  town  in  this  Commonwealth,  under  any 
call  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  civil  war, 
or  duly  assigned  as  a  part  of  the  quota  thereof,  after  having  been 
enlisted  and  mustered  into  said  service,  and  shall  have  duly  served 
for  not  less  than  one  year,  or  shall  have  died,  or  become  disabled 
from  wounds  or  disease  received  or  contracted  while  engaged  [n 
such  service,  or  while  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  wife  or  widow  and  minor  children  of  such  person,  shall  be 
t  deemed  thereby  to  have  acquired  a  settlement  in  such  place  ;  and 
any  person  who  would  otherwise  be  entitled  to  a  settlement  under 
this  clause,  but  who  was  not  a  part  of  the  quota  of  any  city  or 
town,  shall,  if  he  served  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  this  Common- 
wealth, be  deemed  to  have  acquired  a  settlement  in  the  place  where 
he  actually  resided  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment.  But  these  pro- 
visions shall  not  apply  to  any  person  who  shall  have  enlisted  and 
received  a  bounty  for  such  enlistment  in  more  than  one  place, 
unless  the  second  enlistment  was  made  after  an  honorable  discharge 
from  the  first  term  of  service,  nor  to  any  person  who  shall  have 
been  proved  guilty  of  wilful  desertion,  or  to  have  left  the  service 
otherwise  than  by  reason  of  disability  or  an  honorable  discharge." 
The  provisions  of  this  clause  are  a  substantial  codification  of  the 
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previous  statutes  relating  to  the  settlement  of  persons  who  served 
in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  during  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion.  Stat.  1865,  chap.  230 ;  stat.  1866,  chap.  288 ;  stat. 
1868,  chap.  328,  sect.  3  ;  stat.  1870,  chap.  392,  sect.  3  ;  stat.  1871, 
chap.  379,  sect.  2.  These  statutes  contained  the  words  "any  per- 
son who  shall  have  continued  in  such  service  for  a  term  not  less 
than  one  year."  This  language  relates  to  duration  of  time  in  the 
service,  and  not  to  the  term  of  service  for  which  the  person  was 
enlisted. 

The  earliest  statute  on  the  subject  was  after  the  close  of  the 
Rebellion ;  and  there  can  be  no  question  that  the  statutes  are 
intended  to  be  retroactive,  and  are  clearly  within  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  to  enact.  (Endicott  v.  Hopkinton,  125  Mass.,  521  ; 
Worcester  v.  Springfield,  127  Mass.,  540.)  At  the  time  the 
statute  of  1878  was  enacted,  all  the  facts  necessary  to  give 
George  W.  Garland,  the  pauper's  father,  a  settlement  in  Worth- 
ington,  were  established.  He  had  a  settlement  in  Newburyport  in 
1864,  and  enlisted  as  a  sailor  in  the  quota  of  Worthington,  Aug.  24, 
1864,  and  served  till  Sept.  4,  1866,  when  he  received  an  honorable 
discharge.  The  defendant  contends  that  the  settlement  was  not 
acquired  till  the  discharge  was  obtained  ;  and  as  the  daughter,  a 
minor,  was  emancipated  by  marriage  before  the  discharge,  —  viz., 
May  31,  1866,  —  she  has  no  derivative  settlement  in  Worthington 
from  her  father,  but  retains  her  settlement  in  Newburyport,  where 
.her  father  had  his  settlement  when  she  was  married. 

The  completion  of  the  whole  term  of  service  for  which  Garland 
enlisted  was  not  necessary.  Service  for  one  year  and  a  subsequent 
honorable  discharge  b}T  the  terms  of  the  statute  gave  him  a  settle- 
ment at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year.  The  substance  of  the 
statute  is,  so  far  as  applicable  to  this  case,  that  every  person  dulyt 
enlisted  and  mustered  into  the  service  as  part  of  the  quota  of  any 
city  or  town,  who  shall  have  duly  served  not  less  than  one  }Tear, 
■ki  and  the  wife  or  widow  and  minor  children  of  such  person,  shall 
be  deemed  thereby  to  have  acquired  a  settlement  in  such  place  ; " 
that  is,  he  and  his  family  are  deemed  "  thereb}^  to  have  acquired' 
the  settlement  by  virtue  of  the  service  of  one  year  as  part  of  the 
quota  of  any  city  or  town.  It  is  true,  if  he  has  left  the  service 
otherwise  than  by  reason  of  disability  or  an  honorable  discharge,  he 
has  no  settlement,  and  such  leaving  may  be  after  the  expiration  of 
the  year.  But  in  this  case  the  question  of  the  honorable  discharge, 
as  well  as  the  question  of  the  required  length  of  service,  were  both 
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settled  before  the  statute  of  1878  was  enacted.  Garland  and  his 
family  fall  within  the  exact  terms  of  the  statute. 

The  majority  of  the  court  is  of  opinion  that  a  person  who  served 
and  was  part  of  the  quota  of  the  town  of  Worthington  for  more 
than  a  year,  and  was  afterwards  honorably  discharged,  must  be 
deemed  to  have  acquired  a  complete  settlement  for  himself,  his  wife, 
and  his  minor  children  at  the  conclusion  of  the  year. 

It  therefore  follows  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  for  the 
support  furnished.  Georgianna  Sloan  from  June  20,  1879.  Judg- 
ment for  the  plaintiff .     Newburyport  v.  Worthington  (April,  1882). 

The  statute  of  1870,  chap.  392,  sect.  2,  provided  that  any  person 
who  shall  have  enlisted  in  the  naval  or  military  service  of  the 
United  States  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  an}7  city  or  town  in  this 
Commonwealth  during  the  recent  civil  war,  and  who  shall  have 
continued  in  such  service  for  a  term  not  less  than  one  year,  "  shall 
be  deemed  thereby  to  have  acquired  a  settlement  in  such  city  or 
town." 

Under  this  statute,  Dennis  Lowhey,  the  pauper  for  whose  support 
this  suit  is  brought,  undoubtedly  acquired  a  settlement  in  Warwick. 
The  plaintiff  contends  that  this  settlement  was  acquired  in  1870  ; 
and  that  it  cannot  be  lost  or  defeated,  unless  the  pauper  has  since 
1870  acquired  a  new  settlement  in  some  of  the  modes  pointed  out 
by  the  statutes.  This  argument  is  based  upon  an  erroneous  con- 
struction of  the  statute.  The  pauper  to  whom  it  applies  is  to  be 
a  deemed  to  have  acquired  a  settlement"  by  his  service  for  a  term 
not  less  than  one  year,  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  the  town.  The 
settlement  conferred  upon  him  is  not  a  settlement  acquired  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  statute,  but  by  virtue  of  the  retroactive 
force  of  the  statute  is  to  be  treated  in  all  respects  as  a  settlement 
acquired  by  him  at  the  expiration  of  his  service  for  a  term  not  less 
than  a  year.  (Worcester  v.  Springfield,  127  Mass.,  540.)  The 
pauper  in  this  case,  therefore,  is  to  be  regarded  as  having  acquired 
a  settlement  in  Warwick  either  in  December,  1865,  or  in  August, 
1866,  to  the  same  effect,  for  most  if  not  all  purposes,  as  if  he  had 
then  gained  a  settlement  by  laws  then  in  force.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  statutes  to  prevent  his  changing  this  settlement  and  acquiring 
a  new  one  in  an}'  of  the  modes  provided  by  law.  The  statute  of 
1870  was  not  intended  to  repeal  or  change  the  existing  laws  allow- 
ing a  person  to  gain  a  new  settlement  by  residing  in  any  town  and 
paving  taxes  for  the  requisite  time.  It  was  intended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  soldier,  and  not  to  disable  him  from  gaining   a    settlement 
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after  he  left  the  service  in  any  of  the  modes  provided  by  statute 
as  an}'  other  person  might.  It  is  more  in  harmony  with  the  whole 
s}Tstem  of  our  pauper  laws  to  hold  that  the  pauper,  by  residing  in 
Boston  from  June,  1868,  to  January,  1879,  and,  by  paying  for  six 
3Tears  during  that  time  taxes  assessed  upon  his  poll  or  estate, 
thereby  acquired  a  new  settlement  in  Boston.  General  Statutes, 
chap.  69,  sect.  1,  cl.  12.  It  follows  that  this  action  cannot  be 
maintained.  Judgment  for  the  defendant.  Boston  v.  Warwick 
(April,  1882). 

This  is  an  action  to  recover  for  aid  furnished  to  one  Weatherbee, 
a  pauper,  whose  settlement  the  plaintiff  alleges  to  be  in  the  defend- 
ant town. 

It  appeared  at  the  trial,  that  Weatherbee  had  no  settlement  in 
this  Commonwealth,  except  one  acquired  under  the  statute  of 
1874,  chap.  274  ;  that  he  resided  five  }^ears  in  Groton  prior  to  the 
year  1865,  and  paid  the  taxes  assessed  on  him  for  three  years 
within  that  time,  being  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  ;  that  in 
March,  1865,  he  removed  to  Ashby,  and  continued  to  reside  there 
till  April,  1870,  and  paid  the  taxes  assessed  upon  him  for  three 
years  within  that  time  ;  and  that  he  has  since  then  gained  no  set- 
tlement elsewhere.  The  only  question  in  the  case  is  whether, 
upon  these  facts,  the  pauper  has  a  settlement  in  Ashby.  The 
statute  of  1874  provides  that  "  any  person  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  resides  in  any  place  within  this  state  for  five  years 
together,  and  pays  all  state,  county,  city  or  town  taxes  duly  as- 
sessed on  his  poll  or  estate  for  any  three  years  within  that  time, 
shall  thereby  gain  a  settlement  in  such  place."  Section  3  provides 
that  "  no  existing  settlement  shall  be  changed  by  any  provision  of 
this  act  unless  the  entire  residence  and  taxation  herein  required 
accrues  after  its  passage ;  but  any  unsettled  person  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  gained  a  settlement  upon  the  completion  of  the 
residence  and  taxation  herein  required,  though  the  whole  or  part 
of  the  same  accrues  before  the  passage  of  this  act." 

Under  this  provision,  it  is  clear  that,  upon  the  facts  of  this  case, 
the  pauper  must  be  deemed  to  have  gained  a  settlement  in  Groton 
upon  the  completion  of  his  residence  for  five  j^ears  in  that  place. 
He  is  to  be  regarded  as  having  then  acquired  a  settlement,  with 
all  its  incidents  and  consequences,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
statute  had  then  been  in  force.  Worcester  v.  Springfield,  127 
Mass.,  540.  No  provision  is  made  in  the  statute  by  which  a  settle- 
ment thus  acquired  can  be  lost  or  changed,  by  virtue  of  its  retro- 
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active  force,  by  a  residence  of  five  years  in  another  town  before  the 
statute  was  passed.  As  the  pauper  in  this  case  is  to  be  deemed  to 
have  gained  a  settlement  in  Groton  prior  to  the  year  1865,  and  as 
he  has  not  lost  or  changed  it  under  any  provisions  of  the  statute, 
it  continues  in  Groton.  A  majority  of  the  court  are  therefore  of 
the  opinion  that,  upon  the  facts  proved,  he  did  not,  under  the 
statute  of  1874,  gain  a  settlement  in  the  town  of  Ashby  ;  and  that 
it  is  not  liable  for  his  support. 

Fields,  J.  I  do  not  concur  with  the  majority  of  the  court.  I 
think  that  the  words  "  existing  settlement,"  in  the  statute  of  1874, 
<^hap.  274,  sect.  3,  mean  a  settlement  existing  at  the  time  that 
statute  took  effect,  and  the  words  "  any  unsettled  person"  in  the 
last  clause  of  the  same  section,  mean  any  person  having  no  settle- 
ment at  the  time  that  statute  took  effect ;  and  whether  any  settle- 
ment existed,  or  whether  any  person  was  an  unsettled  person  at 
that  time,  is  to  be  determined  by  the  laws  then  in  force  other  than 
that  statute  itself.  The  section  thus  makes  provision  for  all  per- 
sons, under  the  two  classes  of  those  who  have,  and  of  those  who 
have  not,  an  existing  settlement  at  the  time  the  statute  took  effect. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  statute  of  1874,  chap.  274,  which  repeals 
the  General  Statutes,  chap.  69,  sect.  3,  or  is  inconsistent  with  the 
general  principle  of  law  that  a  former  settlement  is  lost  when  a 
new  one  is  acquired.  Weatherbee  was  an  unsettled  person,  under 
the  laws  as  they  existed  when  the  statute  of  1874,  chap.  274,  took 
effect,  and  that  statute  operates  upon  him  retrospectively.  In 
going  back  from  the  passage  of  the  statute  to  ascertain  if  Weather- 
bee  had  resided  five  years  together,  and  paid  taxes  three  years 
within  that  time,  in  any  place  within  the  Commonwealth,  whereby 
he  had  gained  a  settlement  there  under  the  statute,  it  is  found  that 
he  had  in  this  manner  gained  a  settlement  in  the  town  of  Ashby  ; 
to  go  back  beyond  this  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether, 
before  he  thus  gained  a  settlement  in  Ashby,  he  had  not  in  the 
same  manner  gained  a  settlement  in  Groton,  is  extending  the  re- 
trospective operation  in  the  statute  beyond  what  is  necessary  to 
give  it  full  effect  in  the  case.  If  the  rule  be  adopted  that  a  retro- 
spective statute,  in  its  application  to  events  which  occurred  before 
its  passage,  should  be  construed  as  if  it  had  been  enacted  before 
the  events  occurred  and  had  remained  in  force  continuously  since, 
—  then,  although  on  the  completion  of  the  five  years'  residence, 
with  the  payment  of  taxes  for  three  years  of  that  time  in  Groton, 
Weatherbee  gained  a  settlement  in  Groton,  yet  b}'  his  removal  to 
Ashby,  residing  there  five  years  together,  and  paying  taxes  there 
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for  three  }Tears,  he  gained  a  new  settlement  in  Ashby  ;  and  by  this- 
new  settlement  the  former  settlement  was  defeated  and  lost,  both 
by  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  69,  sect.  3,  and  by  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  law.  The  first  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the  statute 
of  1874,  chap.  274,  has  no  application  to  the  case,  because 
Weatherbee  never  had  an  "  existing  settlement"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  those  words  in  that  clause. 

The  case  was  argued  at  the  bar  in  October,  1881,  and  was  after- 
wards submitted  on  briefs  to  all  the  judges.  Fitchburg  v.  Ashbj*, 
132  Mass.,  495  (April  4,  1882). 

By  this  action  the  plaintiff  seeks  to  charge  the  defendant  with 
sums  expended  for  the  support  of  the  wife  and  children  of  Peter 
Smith,  on  Aug.  4,  1878.  Smith  served  as  a  part  of  the  defend- 
ant's quota  during  the  civil  war,  and  the  plaintiff  contends  that 
he  acquired  a  settlement  in  the  defendant  town  by  virtue  of  the 
statute  of  1878,  chap.  190,  sect.  1,  cl.  10. 

That  statute  provides  that  a  soldier  duly  enlisted  and  mustered 
as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  a  town,  who  "•  shall  have  duly  served  for 
not  less  than  one  year,"  or  shall  have  died  or  become  disabled  in 
the  service,  or  while  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  gained  a  settlement  in  said  town  ;  but  that  these 
provisions  shall  not  apply  to  men  receiving  second  bounties  in  cer- 
tain cases,  nor  to  men  "  who  shall  have  been  proved  guilty  of 
wilful  desertion,  or  have  left  the  service  otherwise  than  by  reason 
of  disability,  or  of  an  honorable  discharge." 

It  is  contended  that  Smith  never  fulfilled  the  first  requirement  of 
the  statute,  in  that  he  never  duly  served  a  year.  Upon  this  part 
of  the  case,  the  facts  as  found  by  the  court  are  as  follows  :  Smith 
was  mustered  into  service,  as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  the  defendant 
town,  on  Aug.  18,  1863,  and  served  with  his  company  in  the 
Ninth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  until  the  ex- 
piration of  a  furlough  granted  to  him,  which  expired  on  July  12, 
1864.  On  that  day  Smith  was  in  Canada,  and  became  then  in 
fact  a  deserter  from  said  regiment,  remaining  in  Canada,  except 
during  one  or  two  brief  excursions  into  the  State  of  Vermont, 
where  he  was  not  known  or  recognized.  On  April  20,  1865,  he 
surrendered  himself  at  Fort  Independence,  Boston  Harbor,  as  a 
deserter,  under  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  March  11,  1865  (13  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,  752),  relat- 
ing to  deserters  from  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
there  remained,  doing  no  military  service,  until  May  15,  1865,  when 
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he  was  honorably  discharged  as  a  surrendered  deserter.  There 
was  no  evidence  that,  by  court-martial  or  otherwise,  Smith  had 
been  formally  adjudged  a  deserter.  More  than  a  year  elapsed 
between  Smith's  muster  into  service  and  his  discharge  therefrom. 
But  it  will  be  observed  that,  if  the  time  be  computed  from  the 
date  of  his  muster,  Aug.  IS,  18G3,  to  the  expiration  of  his  furlough, 
July  12,  1864,  it  makes  a  period  of  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  days  ;  and  if  to  this  time  be  added  the  time  from  his  sur- 
render to  the  date  of  his  discharge,  May  15,  1865,  which  would 
be  twenty-five  days,  we  have  in  all  only  three  hundred  and  fifty  - 
three  days. 

As  the  learned  judge  who  presided  found  for  the  plaintiff,  it  was 
necessarily  held  by  h;m  that  the  time  which  Smith  was  in  fact  a 
deserter,  was  to  be  computed  in  determining  whether  he  had  "  duly 
served  "  one  year. 

As  the  expenditures  for  the  alleged  wife  and  children  of  Peter 
Smith  were  made  on  and  after  Aug.  4,  1878,  the  liability  of  the 
defendant  town  is  to  be  determined  by  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  of  1878,  chap.  190,.  approved  April  26,  1878.  The  Legis- 
lature may  charge  upon  the  several  cities  and  towns,  in  any  way 
it  deems  just,  the  support  of  the  poor,  and  there  is  no  constitu- 
tional objection  to  laws  which  alter  the  rules  of  settlement,  even  if 
they  have  the  effect  to  transfer  from  one  town  to  another  the 
obligation  to  support  individuals  who  may  become  entitled  to  relief 
as  paupers.  Lewiston  v.  North  Yarmouth,  5  Greenl.,  66  ;  Goshen 
v  Richmond,  4  Allen,  458;  Bridgevvater  v.  Plymouth,  97  Mass., 
382;  Endicott  v.%Hopkinton,  125  Mass.,  521. 

The  legislation  in  regard  to  military  settlements  dates  from  May 
13,  1865,  and  is  the  statute  of  1865,  chap.  230.  The  Rebellion 
had  then  substantially  closed  by  surrender  of  the  last  of  the  Con- 
federate armies  on  April  26,  1865,  although  it  was  more  than  a 
year  later  that  the  President,  by  proclamation  on  Aug.  20,  1866, 
announced  that  the  insurrection  against  the  national  authority  was 
at  an  end,  and  that  "  peace,  order  and  tranquility  "  then  existed 
"  in  and  throughout  the  whole  of  the  United  States  of  America." 
(14  U.  S.  Statutes  at  Large,  814).  McElrath  v.  United  States, 
102  U.  S.,  426. 

The  operation  of  this  legislation  was  to  confer  the  privileges  of 
a  legal  settlement  in  an}-  city  or  town  upon  those  soldiers  whom 
it  described,  who  had  been  eventual]}'  credited  to  it  as  a  pait  of  its 
quota.     Bridgewater  v.  Plymouth,  ubi  supra. 
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Under  the  statute  of  18G5,  chap.  230,  sect.  1,  such  settlement 
could  only  be  gained  by  one  "  who  shall  have  continued  in  such 
service  "  (the  military  service  of  the  United  States)  "  for  a  term 
not  less  than  one  year."  The  statute  of  1865,  chap.  230,  was 
modified  by  provisions  in  the  statute  of  1866,  chap.  288,  and  the 
statute  of  1868,  chap.  328. 

The  statute  of  1870,  chap.  392,  repealed  former  statutes,  but 
re-enacted  them  with  modifications  ;  and  an  additional  modification 
thereto  was  further  made  b}7  the  statute  of  1871,  chap.  379. 

No  change  was  made  by  any  of  these  statutes  in  the  requirement 
that  the  settlement  should  be  gained  onty  by  one  "  who  shall  have 
continued  in  such  service  for  a  term  not  less  than  one  year  "  until 
the  statute  of  1878,  chap.  190,  sect.  1,  cl.  10,  which  substituted 
therefor  the  words,  who  "  shall  have  duly  served  for  not  less  than 
one  year." 

That  Smith  "  continued  in  the  service"  during  the  period  of  his 
actual  desertion  is  clear.  He  was  all  the  time  amenable  to  military 
law.  He  was  liable  all  the  time  to  arrest  and  punishment  by  this 
law,  as  administered  by  a  court  martial,  for  all  military  offences, 
without  any  right  of  appeal  to  or  trial  by  jury.  Notwithstanding 
his  absence,  the  term  of  his  enlistment  was  all  the  time  passing 
away  ;  and  when  it  had  expired  he  was  out  of  the  service,  although 
he  might  have  failed  to  perform  the  duty  he  was  bound  by  his  con- 
tract to  render.  Although  under  the  Articles  of  War  he  might  be 
liable,  for  two  }Tears  thereafter,  to  punishment  for  his  desertion,  yet 
from  the  day  his  enlistment  terminated  by  its  limitation  he  was 
under  no  obligation  to  render  service,  unless  the  same  were  imposed 
upon  him  by  sentence  of  a  court  martial.  (2  U.  S.  Statutes  at 
Large,  369,  article  88 ;  U.  S.  Revised  Statutes,  sect.  1342,  article 
103  ;  13  Op.  Att.  Gen.,  462-464.)  By  the  change  in  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  statute  something  more  was  required  than  mere  con- 
tinuance in  the  service  for  the  term  of  one  }Tear,  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  contract  of  enlistment  endured  and  the  soldier  wras  amen- 
able to  military  law.  In  order  to  show  that  the  soldier  duly  served 
one  year  it  must  be  shown  that  he  rendered  for  that  period  the  ser- 
vice he  enlisted  for.  He  could  show  this  by  proving  actual  service, 
or  by  proving  that  he  was  ready  to  render  it,  although  he  might 
not  have  done  so  by  reason  of  sickness  or  wounds,  or  by  the  fact 
that  he  had  been  taken  prisoner,  or  by  any  other  casualty  of  a 
hazardous  profession.  But  when  one  has  absented  himself  with 
the  intention  of  not  returning,  and  has  thus  voluntarily  deprived 
himself  of  the  power  of  rendering  service,  he  cannot  be  said  to 
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have  duly  served,  even  if  his  misconduct  has  not  availed  to 
extricate  him  from  duty  which  he  assumed  by  his  contract  of  enlist- 
ment. Admitting,  as  contended  by  the  plaintiff,  that  "  duly  "  does 
not  mean  "  becomingly  or  properly"  but  "regularly,"  he  cannot 
be  said  thus  to  serve  who  puts  himself  in  a  position  where  he  can 
render  no  service.  If  during  this  period  of  absence  he  had  duly 
served  he  would  be  entitled  to  his  pay  therefor,  as  is  the  soldier  in 
the  hospital  or  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  While  he  could  only 
be  deprived  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  as  a  punishment, 
of  the  pay  which  he  earned  when  serving  after  his  return  from 
desertion,  he  was  entitled  to  no  pay  while  this  absence  continued, 
because  it  had  not  been  earned  by  service.  Without  such  sentence 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  proper  officer  to  see  that  he  was  not  paid 
therefor.  It  was  an  authorized  stoppage,  which  followed  from 
the  violation  of  his  contract  of  enlistment,  which  was  for  faithful 
service.  (Army  Reg.  of  1861,  sects.  1327-1332;  Winthrop  Dig. 
Op.  Judge  Adv.  Gen.,  3G4,  365  ;  13  Op.  Alt.  Gen.,  198  ;  United 
States  v.  Landers,  92  U.  S,,  77.)  He  cannot  be  said  to  have 
"duly  served"  during  a  period  when  he  was  by  his  own  contract 
rightfully  deprived  of  pay  for  not  serving.  A  majority  of  the  court 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  shown  that  Peter  Smith 
duly  served  one  year.     Exceptions  sustained. 

The  case  argued  at  the  bar  in  October,  1881,  and  was  afterwards 
submitted  on  briefs  to  all  the  judges.  Lunenburg  v.  Shirkrv,  132 
Mass.,  498  (April  12,  1882). 

The  following  correspondence  shows  the  accepted  construction  of 
another  part  of  the  Act  of  1879,  so  often  referred  to  above  :  — 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy,  and  Charity. 
Department  of  In-door  Poor, 
State  House,  Boston,  June  (J,  1882. 
A.  T.  Whiting,  £sq  , 

Chairman  of  Board  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions,  Boston. 
Deaii  Sir,  —  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  settlement 
officer  of  your  Board  and  this  Department  relative  to  the  construction  of 
the  Settlement  Acts  of  187-t  and  1879.  .  .  I  cite  a  special  case.  John 
Kehoe,  who  was  committed  to  the  State  Workhouse  June  11,  1881,  was 
born  in  Boston  July  28,  1857,  and  was  consequently  21  years  old  July 
28,  1878.  His  father,  John  Ivehoe,  a  native  of  Ireland,  died  Jan.  4,  1878, 
without  having  acquired  a  settlement  in  Massachusetts.     His  mother, 
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Jane  Kchoe,  who  had  no  settlement  under  laws  existing  prior  to  1874, 
resided  continuously  at  113  Beach  street,  Boston,  from  1860  to  the 
present  time,  without  receiving  public  aid,  and  consequently  was  settled 
in  Boston  by  the  Act  of  1874,  as  amended  by  that  of  1879.  The  claim 
of  this  Department  is,  that  Mrs.  Kehoe's  settlement  in  Boston  dates  from 
a  period  prior  to  her  son's  majority;  i.e.,  "upon  the  completion  of  the 
residence  herein  required,  though  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  same  accrues 
before  the  passage  of  this  act."  (See  city  of  Worcester  v.  city  of  Spring- 
field, September  law  term,  1879 ;  also  Newburyport  v.  Worthington, 
reported  within  two  or  three  months.) 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

S.  C.  WRIGHTINGTW, 

Superintendent  of  In-door  Poor. 

Corporation  Counsel's  Office,  2  Pemberton  Square, 
Boston,  June  9,  1882. 
Wm,  H.  Hodgkins,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  Directors  of  Public  Institutions. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Having  reference  to  your  letter  of  to-day  regarding  the 
liability  of  the  city  for  the  support  of  John  Kehoe  upon  the  case  stated 
in  Mr.  Wrightington's  letter  herewith  returned,  I  have  to  say  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  view  taken  by  Mr.  Wrightington  is  correct  The 
Supreme  Court  has  lately  reaffirmed  the  doctrine  of  Worcester  v. 
Springfield  in  the  case  of  Boston  v.  Warwick,  not  yet  reported ;  and 
under  these  decisions  I  think  the  city  is  liable  for  the  support  of  Kehoe. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  NETTLETON, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

Contract  for  support  furnished  from  June  1,  1878,  to  July  5, 
1879,  to  Sarah  Beals,  whose  settlement  through  her  husband,  John 
Beals,  was  alleged  to  be  in  the  defendant  town. 

Trial  in  the  Superior  Court  before  Judge  Colburn,  who  allowed 
a  bill  of  exceptions,  in  substance,  as  follows  :  — 

It  was  agreed  that  John  Beals  was  an  alien,  and  was  never  natu- 
ralized ;  that  he  was  assessed  and  paid  taxes  in  Hadley  from  1837  to 
1845,  inclusive  ;  and  that  he  resided  in  Hadley  until  April  1,  1846, 
when  he  removed  to  Whately.  It  was  also  agreed  that  he  was  of 
age  April  1,  1836,  or  before.  The  main  issue  in  the  trial  was 
whether  John  Beals  was  domiciled  in  Hadley  on  April  1,  1836,  so 
as  to  give  him  a  settlement  there  by  ten  years'  residence  and  five 
years'  pa3'ment  of  taxes. 

It  appeared  that  in  1878  the  town  of  Athol  sued  the  town  of 
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Shutesbnry  for  support  furnished  to  Sarah  Beals ;  that  in  that 
action  Shutesbury  set  up  in  its  answer  that  John  Beals  had  his 
settlement  in  Hadley  ;  that  the  question  of  his  settlement  was  the 
only  question  in  issue  in  that  action  ;  that,  on  filing  the  answer, 
Hadley  was  requested  by  Athol  to  assume  the  prosecution  of  the 
action,  and  did  so,  and  emploj^ed  counsel ;  and  the  counsel  so 
emplo3*cd  conducted  the  suit,  and  obtained  a  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff,  which  was  satisfied  by  Shutesbury. 

Upon  these  facts,  the  defendant  contended  and  asked  the  judge 
to  rule  that  the  plaintiff  was  estopped  to  raise  and  contest  in  the 
present  action  the  question  of  John  Beals's  settlement  against  the 
defendant.  But  the  judge  ruled  that  there  was  no  estoppel,  and 
the  defendant  excepted. 

As  tending,  in  connection  with  other  evidence,  to  show  that 
John  Beals  had  his  settlement  in  Hadley  by  ten  years'  continuous 
residence  there  prior  to  April  1,  1846,  the  plaintiff  offered  in  evi- 
dence a  certified  copy  from  the  town  clerk's  records  of  Dee.rfield, 
purporting  to  be  the  copy  of  a  marriage  certificate  made  in  April, 
18-37,  certifying  that  the  magistrate  joined  John  Beals  and  Mary 
Ann  Horton  (a  former  wife)  in  marriage  on  May  24,  1836,  and 
describing  John  Beals  as  of  "  Hadley  Upper  Mills."  One  or  more 
of  the  plaintiff's  witnesses  had  testified  that  John  Beals  lived  in 
Hadley  several  months  before  his  first  marriage,  but  were  unable  to 
fix  the  date  of  that  marriage. 

The  defendant  admitted  that  John  Beals  was  married  to  Mary 
Ann  Horton  on  May  24,  1836,  but  objected  to  the  admissibility  of 
the  record  to  show  any  other  fact  there  certified  to,  especially  that 
John  Beals  was  at  the  time  a  resident  of  "  Hadley  Upper  Mills." 
But  the  judge  admitted  the  certificate  as  prima  facie  evidence  of 
the  facts  recited,  and  ruled  that  it  was  only  prima  facie  evidence 
of  John  Beals's  residence  in  Hadley  on  May  24,  1836,  and  not  of 
his  residence  there  prior  to  that  date;  and  so  instructed  the  jury. 
To  the  admission  of  this  evidence  the  defendant  excepted.  It  was 
admitted  that  Hadley  Upper  Mills  was  a  part  of  Hadley. 

The  defendant  contended  that  John  IJeals  being  an  alien  when 
he  died  in  1872.  Hadley  could  not  be  charged  for  the  support  of 
his  widow  by  virtue  of  any  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  on  the 
subject.  But  the  Judge  ruled  that  the  plaintiff  might  recover,  if  a 
ten  years'  continuous  residence  of  Beals  in  Hadley,  with  live  years' 
payment  of  taxes,  was  made  out;  and  the  defendant  excepted. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant 
allcgt  d  exceptions. 
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The  plaintiff  contends  that  Sarah  Beals  had  a  settlement  in  the 
defendant  town,  in  consequence  of  a  settlement  acquired  by  her 
husband,  John  Beals,  under  the  statute  of  1793,  chap.  34,  sect.  2, 
cl.  12,  and  Revised  Statutes,  chap.  45,  sect.  1,  cl.  12  ;  the  General 
Statutes,  chap.  69,  sect.  1,  cl.  12,  and  the  statutes  of  1868,  chap. 
328,  sect.  1,  and  1871,  chap.  379,  sect.  1.  (Worcester  v.  Spring- 
field, 127  Mass.,  540.)      (Endicott  v.  Hopkinton,  125  Mass.,  521.) 

The  judgment  in  the  action  of  Athol  against  Shutesbury  clearly 
did  not  estop  Shutesbury  from  proving  in  this  action  against  Had- 
le}T,  where  the  settlement  of  Sarah  Beals  in  fact  was.  The  town 
of  Hadley  was  in  no  sense  a  party  to  that  action,  nor  in  privity 
with  either  of  the  parties.  It  claimed  no  rights  in  the  action 
derived  from  the  plaintiff,  and  was  not  vouched  in  by  the  defendant 
to  defend  the  action.  It  was  not  responsible  over  to  the  town  of 
Shutesbury,  either  by  operation  of  law  or  by  contract,  for  the  dam- 
ages obtained  in  that  action.  It  prosecuted  the  suit  apparently 
because  Shutesbuiy,  in  denying  the  allegation  of  Athol,  that  John 
Beals' s  settlement  was  in  Shutesbury,  had  also  averred  that  it  was 
in  Hadley.  Evidence  that  it  was  in  Hadley  would  undoubtedly  be 
competent  under  this  denial,  because  if  it  was  in  Hadle}r,  it  was 
not  at  the  same  time  in  Shutesbury  ;  but  the  issue  between  Athol 
and  Shutesbury  was  whether  the  settlement  was  or  was  not  in 
Shutesbuiy,  as  alleged,  and  in  the  determination  of  that  issue 
Hadley  had  no  interest  and  was  a  stranger  to  the  action.  (Brain- 
tree  v.  Hingham,  17  Mass.,  432.)  As  evidence  tending  to  show 
that,  on  May  24,  1836,  John  Beals  resided  in  Hadley,  the  judge 
admitted  a  certified  copy  from  the  town  clerk's  records  of  Deer- 
field,  purporting  to  be  the  copy  of  a  marriage  certificate  made  in 
April,  1837,  certifying  that  the  magistrate  joined  John  Beals  and 
Mary  Ann  Horton  (a  former  wife)  in  marriage  on  May  24,  1836, 
and  describing  John  Beals  as  of  Hadley  Upper  Mills,  which  was  a 
part  of  Hadley.  It  was  incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  prove 
that  John  Beals  had  resided  continuous^  in  Hadley  from  April  1, 
1836,  to  April  1,  1846.  The  judge  admitted  the  certificate  as 
prima  facie  evidence  that  John  Beals's  residence  was  in  Hadley 
Ma}7  24,  1836,  and  not  of  his  residence  there  before  that  date. 

Several  witnesses  testified  that  John  Beals  lived  in  Hadley 
several  months  before  his  first  marriage,  and  the  defendant  admit- 
ted that  he  was  married  to  Mary  Ann  Horton  on  May  24,  1836. 
As  it  was  incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  prove  a  residence  "  for  the 
space  of  ten  years  together  "  the  evidence  was  not  immaterial. 

The  Revised  Statutes  which  went  into  effect  from  and  after  the 
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last  day  of  April,  1836,  provided  by  chap.  75,  sect.  17,  that 
"every  justice  and  minister  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  marriages 
solemnized  before  him,  and  in  the  month  of  April,  annually,  shall 
make  a  return,  to  the  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  he  resides,  of  a 
certificate,  containing  the  christian  and  surnames,  and  places  of 
residence,  of  all  the  persons  who  have  been  by  him  joined  in 
marriage,  within  the  year  then  last  past,  and  also  the  time  when 
solemnized,"  etc.,  "  and  all  marriages,  so  certified  to  the  clerk,  shall 
be  forthwith  recorded  by  him  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose ;"  and  by  sect.  25,  u  the  record  of  a  marriage  made  and  kept 
as  before  prescribed,  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  minister,  or  by 
the  clerk  of  any  town,  or  a  copy  of  any  such  record  duty  certified, 
shall  be  received  in  all  courts  and  places,  as  presumptive  evidence 
of  the  fact  of  such  marriage." 

This  last  provision  was  substantially  re-enacted  in  the  General 
Statutes,  chap.  106,  sect.  21.  But  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  21, 
sect.  6,  provide  that  "  the  record  of  the  town  clerk  relative  to  any 
birth,  marriage,  or  death,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence,  in  legal 
proceedings,  of  the  facts  recorded.  The  certificate  signed  by  the 
town  clerk  for  the  time  shall  be  admissible  as  evidence  on  airy  such 
record." 

These  two  independent  provisions  are  in  the  Public  Statutes 
(Public  Statutes,  chap.  145,  sect.  20;  chap.  32,  sect.  11).  The 
last  of  these  provisions  was  enacted  for  the  first  time  in  the 
General  Statutes,  chap.  21,  relating  to  "the  registry  and  returns 
of  births,  marriages  and  deaths."  The  colonial  and  provincial 
statutes,  and  also  the  early  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  on  the 
subject,  are  cited  in  Kennedy  v.  Doyle,  10  Allen,  161.  After  the 
Revised  Statutes,  additional  statutes  were  passed  relating  to  the 
registry  and  returns  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths ;  statutes 
1842,  chap.  95;  1844,  chap.  159;  1849,  chap.  202;  1850,  chap.  121  ; 
and  in  the  General  Statutes,  chap.  21,  these  provisions  were  incor- 
porated with  other  new  provisions,  among  which  was  sect.  6  ;  and 
the  facts  required  by  law  to  be  recorded  are  definitely  specified  in 
the  first  section  of  that  chapter.  The  argument  is,  that  chap. 
21,  sect.  6,  has  no  application  to  this  case,  because  not  in  existence 
when  this  record  was  made,  and  that  it  relates  to  a  system  of 
registration  in  part  established  after  this  marriage  was  celebrated, 
and  that  the  section  is  not  retrospective.  But,  apart  from  this, 
the  record  would  be  evidence  of  the  facts  required  by  law  to  be 
recorded,  and  these  provisions  of  statute  in  this   respect  are  but 
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declaratory  of  the  common  law.  Kennedy  v.  Doyle  ubi  supra ; 
Sumner  v.  Sebec,  3  Greenl.,  223. 

One  of  the  facts  required  by  the  Revised  Statutes,  chap.  75,  to 
be  recorded,  was  the  "  places  of  residence  "  of  the  parties. 

The  question  remains  whether  an  attested  copy  of  the  record  is 
evidence  of  the  "  places  of  residence,"  as  the  Revised  Statutes, 
chap.  75,  sect.  25,  makes  "  a  copy  of  any  such  record  duty  certi- 
fied "  presumptive  evidence  of  the  fact  of  marriage,  but  of  nothing 
else.  In  Stetson  v.  Gulliver,  2  Cush.,  494-498,  Chief  Justice 
Shaw,  in  reference  to  a  registry  copy  of  a  deed,  says  :  "In  this 
State,  we  think,  it  has  always  been  held,  that  when  the  book  of  the 
register  would  be  evidence,  a  certified  copy  is  entitled  to  have 
the  same  effect ;  there  being  very  little  ground  to  apprehend  any 
mistake  from  that  cause,  and  upon  consideration  of  the  great 
public  inconvenience,  which  would  result  from  having  the  books  of 
record  removed  from  their  proper  custody  and  place  of  security ." 
This  rule  of  evidence  has,  we  think,  been  applied  to  all  cases  of 
records  required  by  law  to  be  kept  by  a  public  officer.  2  Dane 
Ab.,  296  ;  Commonwealth  v.  Chase,  6  Cush.,  248  ;  Chamberlin  v. 
Ball,  15  Gray,  352  ;  Commonwealth  v.  Norcross,  9  Mass.,  492  ; 
Kennedy  v.  Doyle,  ubi  supra  ;  Oakes  v.  Hill,  14  Pick.,  492  ;  Rob- 
bins  v.  Townsend,  20  Pick.,  345  ;  Barnard  v.  Crosby,  6  Allen,  327. 

We  are  inclined  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  General  Statutes, 
chap.  21,  sect.  6,  being  but  declaratory  of  the  common  law  of  this 
Commonwealth,  was  intended  to  be  retrospective,  and  to  apply  to 
all  records,  whether  past  or  future,  of  all  facts  required  at  the  time 
of  the  record  by  law  to  be  recorded  relative  to  any  birth,  marriage 
or  death.     The  ruling  of  the  court  was  therefore  correct. 

The  ruling  of  the  court  upon  the  effect  of  John  Beals  having 
been  an  alien  when  he  died,  was  correct.  Worcester  v.  Spring- 
field, ubi  supra.  Exceptions  overruled.  Shutesbury  v.  Hadley, 
133  Mass.,  242  (Sept.  7,  1882). 

The  Legislature  may  charge  upon  the  cities  and  towns  the  burden 
of  supporting  the  poor  in  any  manner  it  deems  consistent  with  jus- 
tice. This  may  be  clone  by  statutes  retroactive  in  their  character, 
based  upon  supposed  benefits  derived  from  previous  residence, 
ownership  or  occupancy  of  property,  payment  of  taxes,  or  other 
facts,  which  may  have  occurred  previously  to  the  enactment ;  and 
the  date  of  such  liability  may  be  arbitrarily  fixed,  as  of  that  of  the 
enactment,  of  the  occurrence  of  the  events  upon  which  it  is  made 
to  depend,  or  of  any  other  time. 
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There  are  no  constitutional  objections  to  general  laws  which 
alter  the  rules  of  settlement,  although  they  may  operate  to  transfer 
from  one  town  to  another  the  duty  of  supporting  particular  per- 
sons, or  ma}T  give  a  settlement  in  some  particular  town  to  a  per- 
son who  previously  had  none  in  the  State.  Bridgewater  v. 
P^mouth,  97  Mass.,  382  ;  Enclicottv.  Hopkinton,  125  Mass.,  521  ; 
Worcester  v.  Springfield,  127  Mass.,  540;  Lunenburg  v.  Shirley, 
132  Mass.,  498. 

The  question  here  raised  is  one  of  statutory  construction  only. 
The  statute  of  1878,  chap.  190,  was  a  general  revision  of  the  laws 
relating  to  settlements;  and  in  sect.  1,  cl.  6,  it  was  provided 
that  "  an}r  woman  of  the  age  of  twent3'-one  years,  who  resides  in 
airy  place  within  this  State  for  five  years  together,  without  receiv- 
ing relief  as  a  pauper,  shall  thereby  gain  a  settlement  in  such 
place." 

The  statute  of  1879,  chap.  242,  amended  this  sixth  clause  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  without  receiving  relief  as  a  pauper,"  and 
adding  a  proviso  to  the  whole  section,  that  nothing  contained 
therein  "  shall  be  construed  to  give  to  any  person  the  right  to 
acquire  a  settlement,  or  be  in  process  of  acquiring  a  settlement 
white  receiving  relief  as  a  pauper,  unless  within  five  years  from  the 
time  of  receiving  such  relief  he  shall  reimburse  the  cost  thereof  to 
the  city  or  town  furnishing  the  same."  Sect.  2  of  the  statute  of 
1879  extended  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  clause  of  the  statute  of 
1878  to  certain  married  women,  perhaps  in  view  of  the  decision  of 
this  court  in  Somerville  v.  Boston,  120  Mass.,  574. 

It  further  enacted  that  "  a  settlement  thereunder  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  been  gained  by  any  unsettled  woman  upon  the  completion 
of  the  term  of  residence  therein  mentioned,  although  the  whole  or 
a  part  of  the  same  accrues  before  the  passage  of  this  act." 

The  contention  of  the  defendant  is,  that,  as  the  statute  of  1878 
uses  the  word  'k  resides"  instead  of  the  words  "  has  resided,"  it  is 
intended,  when  construed  in  connection  with  the  statute  of  1879, 
Chap.  24  2,  to  be  retroactive  only  when  the  full  term  of  residence 
has  preceded  the  enactment  of  the  statute,  and  the  person,  at  the 
date  of  enactment,  continues  the  same  residence.  Thus,  an  unmar- 
rried  woman  might  have  resided  for  live  years  together  in  a  place 
within  this  State,  etc..  previously  to  the  passage  of  the  act,  and 
if,   at     that    time,   she    had    removed    from   such    place,    -he    would 

n^t  thereunder  have  acquired  a  settlement.  We  cannot  consent 
to  this,  nor  is  it  in  accordance  with  the  construction  we  have 
hitherto    given   to    the    statute    of    1674,  chap.    274,    from    which 
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the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  1878  and  1879  are  derived. 
The  statute  of  1874,  chap.  274,  sect.  1,  provided  that  "  any 
person  of  the  age  of  twent3'-one  j'ears  who  resides  in  any 
place  within  this  State  for  five  years  together  and  pays  all  state, 
county,  city,  or  town  taxes  duly  assessed  on  his  poll  or  estate  for 
any  three  years  within  that  time,  shall  thereb}7  gain  a  settlement  in 
such  place."  Sect.  2  provided  that  u  any  woman  of  the  age  of 
twent}'-one  years  who  resides  in  any  place  within  this  State  for  five 
years  together  without  receiving  relief  as  a  pauper  shall  thereby 
gain  a  settlement  in  such  place."  Sect.  3  provided  that  "no 
existing  settlement  shall  be  changed  b}7  any  provision  of  this  act 
unless  the  entire  residence  and  taxation  herein  required  accrues 
after  its  passage  ;  but  an}7  unsettled  person  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  gained  a  settlement  upon  the  completion  of  the  residence  and 
taxation  required,  though  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  same  accrues 
before  the  passage  of  this  act." 

In  Fitchburg  v.  Ashby,  132  Mass.,  495,  it  appeared  that  the 
pauper  whose  settlement  was  in  dispute  was  a  man  who  had  no 
settlement  unless  he  had  gained  one  under  the  statute  of  1874  ; 
that,  being  an  unsettled  person  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he 
had  resided  in  Groton  five  years  prior  to  the  year  1865,  and  dur- 
ing three  of  those  years  had  paid  taxes  ;  and  that,  in  March,  1865, 
he  had  removed  to  the  town  of  Ashby.  It  was  held  that,  b}7  this 
residence  in  Groton,  and  payment  of  taxes  there,  although  he  had 
removed  from  Groton  long  previously  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1874,  he  had  acquired  a  settlement  there. 

It  will  be  observed,  that,  in  the  first  section  as  well  as  in  the 
second  section,  the  present  tense  is  used  by  the  words  u  who 
resides  ;"  and  that  the  construction  in  the  case  referred  to  was 
necessarily  as  if  the}7  were  written  "  who  has  resided." 

We  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  Mary  Cavanagh  had  acquired 
a  settlement  in  Milton  by  her  residence  for  five  years.  Nor  is 
there  anything  in  this  view  inconsistent  with  the  decision  in  Fitch- 
burg v.  Athol,  130  Mass.,  370,  which  holds  that  the  statute  of 
1874,  chap.  274,  does  not  give  a  settlement  to  a  person  who  volun- 
tarily ceased  to  be  a  resident  of  the  Commonwealth  twTenty  years 
before  it  was  enacted  ;  nor  by  derivation  from  him  to  the  son  of 
such  persDn,  the  son  not  having  resided  in  the  Commonwealth 
within  seventeen  years  before,  nor  at  an}7  time  since  the  enactment ; 
nor  by  derivation  from  such  son  to  the  wife  of  this  son  who  resides 
in  the  Commonwealth,  and  after  the  enactment  becomes  a  pauper 
here.     Neither  the  father  nor  the  son,  through  whom  the  settlement 
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in  that  case  was  sought  to  bo  derived,  was,  at  the  passage  of  the 
act,  among  those  persons  for  whose  comfort,  should  they  Ml  into 
distress,  the  Commonwealth,  either  directly  or  through  its  muni- 
cipalities, has  deemed  it  a  duty  to  provide.  The}^  were  resid  mts 
of  other  States,  and  while  thus  resident  it  could  not  have  been 
intended  that,  by  such  a  statute,  they  should  be  provided  with 
settlements  here  from  which  other  settlemenst  could  be  derived. 
Mary  Cavanagh  was  a  resident  of  the  Commonwealth,  one  of 
those  persons  for  whose  comfort  it  was  necessaiy  to  provide,  and 
such  provision  must  have  been  intended  by  the  act  we  are 
considering. 

It  is  contended  that,  although  Mary  Cavanagh  has  not  since  her 
removal  to  Dedham  gained  a  settlement  there  by  reason  that  she 
has  been  assisted  as  a  pauper,  3'et,  as  she  may  reimburse  the  town 
of  Dedham  within  five  years,  and  as,  if  she  should  do  so,  she 
would  then  gain  a  settlement  therein  by  her  residence  of  more  than 
five  years,  no  action  should  be  brought  until  the  expiration  of  that 
time.  It  is  a  sufficient  answer  that  her  settlement  is  now  in  Milton  ; 
that  she  is  properly  chargeable  thereto  ;  and  that  the  plaintiff  town, 
having  furnished  her  relief,  is  entitled  to  be  compensated.  That 
in  a  certain  contingency  she  may  acquire  a  settlement  in  Ded- 
ham cannot  absolve  the  defendant  town  from  the  discharge  of 
its  present  obligation.  It  certainly  would  be  unfortunate  if  we 
were  compelled  to  hold  that  a  claim  such  as  the  plaintiff  has,  which 
would  expire  b}r  limitation  if  not  pursued  within  two  years  (Public 
Statutes,  chap.  84,  sect.  14),  could  not  be  prosecuted  until  five 
years  had  expired.  Judgment  affirmed.  Inhabitants  of  Dedliam 
v.  Inhabitants  of  Milton,  13G  Mass.,  424  (Jan.  22,  1884). 

Commonwealth  of  Massachi  setts— Middlesex,  88. 
SUPREME   JUDICIAL  COURT- MARCH  LAW  TERM,  1884. 
City  of  Cambridge  v.  City  of  Boston. 
Ojrinion  of  the  Court. 
Friknd,  J.    This  appeal  is  from  the  judgment  of  Superior  Court,  which 
was  rendered  upon  a  ruling  that  Eliza  A.  Knight  acquired  a  legal  settle- 
ment in  Cambridge  under  the  statute  of  1874,  chap.  274,  sect.  2.     This 
section  was  held  not  to  include  married  women  (in  Somcrville  v.  Boston, 
120  Mass.,  574)  because  the  settlement  of  a  married  woman  follows  that 
of  her  husband,  if  In;  have  any. 

In  Uxbridge  v.  North  bridge,  131  Mass.,  454,  it  was  implied  lhat,  if  the 
husband  had  died  "  before  his  wile's  residence  for  five  years," she  would 
have  acquired  a  settlement. 
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The  statute  of  1874,  chap.  274,  was  repealed  by  the  statute  of  1878, 
chap.  190,  sect.  5,  saving  all  rights  accruing  or  accrued;  but  the  prin- 
cipal clause  of  the  statute  of  1874,  chap.  274,  sect.  2,  was  re-enacted  in 
the  statute  of  1878,  chap.  190,  sect.  1,  cl.  6,  and  this  clause  was  amended 
by  the  statute  of  1879,  chap.  242,  so  that  it  "  shall  be  held  to  apply  to 
married  women  who  have  not  a  settlement  derived  by  marriage  under 
the  provisions  of  the  first  clause  and  to  widows."  It  is  conceded  that  the 
statute  of  1879,  chap.  242,  is  not  retroactive  (Cambridge  v.  Boston,  130 
Mass.,  357),  and  that  the  decision  of  this  case  depends  upon  the  con- 
struction to  be  given  to  the  statutes  of  1874,  chap.  274,  sect.  2,  and  1878, 
chap  190,  sect.  1,  cl.  6.  A  widow  is  under  no  disabilities,  unless  they 
are  imposed  by  statute. 

None  of  the  reasons  whereby  married  women  were  excluded  by  con- 
struction from  the  operation  of  these  statutes  applies  to  widows.  They 
are  sui-juris,  and,  in  the  absence  of  statutory  prohibition,  can  acquire 
settlements  in  the  same  manner  as  other  unmarried  women.  Judgment 
affirmed. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts— Worcester,  ss. 

SUPREME   JUDICIAL  COURT  — SEPTEMBER  LAW  TERM,  1884. 

City  of  Worcester  v.  Inhabitants  of  Barre. 

Opinion  of  the  Court. 
Devens,  J.  By  the  law,  as  it  existed  previously  to  the  statute  of 
1881,  chap.  188,  no  person  could  acquire  a  settlement  in  any  town  in  this 
Commonwealth  by  residence  and  paying  taxes  therein,  if  his  wife  was 
committed  to  the  State  lunatic  hospital  upon  his  complaint  or  with  his 
knowledge,  and  remained  there  at  the  expense  of  any  town  or  of  the 
Commonwealth  without  his  paying  for  her  support  during  any  part  of  the 
time  of  residence  necessary  to  give  her  a  settlement  As  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  husband  to  support  the  wife  so  long  as  he  is  of  sufficient  ability 
to  do  so,  aid  and  assistance  furnished  to  her  by  public  authority  and 
according  to  law  when  in  present  need  of  relief,  at  his  request  or  with 
his  consent,  was  deemed  equivalent  to  like  aid  and  assistance  furnished 
to  the  party  himself,  and  for  the  time  during  which  they  were  furnished 
would  render  the  party  a  pauper,  and  thus  prevent  him  at  the  same 
time  from  gaining  a  settlement,  as  he  was  not  then  so  far  a  contributor 
to  the  common  fund  as  to  entitle  him  to  relief  therefrom  if  he  should 
fall  into  distress.  West  Newbury  v.  Bradford,  3  Met.,  428  ;  Taunton  v. 
Middleborough,  12  Met.,  35;  Charlestown  v.  Groveland,  15  Gray,  15 ; 
Woodward  v.  Worcester,  15  Gray,  19,  note. 

During  the  period  in  which  George  W.  Gates,  the  person  whose  settle- 
ment is  in  dispute,  resided  in  Worcester,  his  wife  was  supported  by  the 
town  of  Barre  in  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  with  his  knowledge,  as  a 
pauper.  He  resided  in  Worcester  for  five  years  previously  to  October 
1881,  and  at  the  time  paid  his  taxes  for  the  four  years  next  preceding, 
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which  had  been  duly  assessed  to  him.  The  statute  of  1881,  chap. 
188  (Public  Statutes,  chap.  83,  sect.  3),  enacted  that  no  person  in  this 
Commonwealth  actually  supporting  himself  or  his  family  shall  be 
deemed  or  designated  as  a  pauper  because  of  the  commitment  of  his 
wife  or  minor  child  or  other  relative  to  any  lunatic  hospital  or  other 
institution  of  charity,  reform  or  correction,  by  order  of  a  court  or  magis- 
trate, and  his  inability  to  maintain  them  therein,  &c. 

It  is  the  contention  of  the  defendant  that  while  relief  to  a  person  as  a 
pauper  is  an  interruption  to  a  period  of  residence,  so  as  to  that  extent 
to  defeat  the  gaining  a  settlement,  the  question  what  constitutes  relief 
is  a  legal  one  for  the  court  where  the  cause  is  properly  pending;  and 
that  the  statute  of  1881  prescribes  that  the  court  shall  not  thereafter 
receive  as  evidence  that  a  party  has  been  relieved  as  a  pauper  the  fact 
that  his  wife  has  with  his  knowledge  been  furnished  with  support  in  an 
insane  hospital  or  other  public  institution. 

There  is  no  constitutional  objection  to  a  general  law  which  alters  the 
rules  of  settlement,  although  its  effect  may  be  to  transfer  from  one 
town  to  another  the  obligation  to  support  individuals  who  may  become 
entitled  to  relief  as  paupers;  such  rules  are  matters  of  positive  and 
arbitrary  regulation,  in  regard  to  which  the  Legislature  is  limited  in  its 
power  only  by  its  own  judgment  as  to  what  is  just  and  right  between 
the  various  municipalities  and  the  State  Bridgewater  v.  Plymouth,  97 
Mass.,  382.  It  is  equally  true  that  it  may  in  regard  thereto  change  the 
rules  of  evidence,  prescribe  the  modes  of  proof,  make  inadmissible  cer- 
tain proofs  which  before  were  admissible,  or  the  converse.  Goshen  v. 
Richmond,  4  Allen,  458. 

But  while  this  is  so,  it  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Legislature  retrospectively  to  change  the  rules  of  settlement,  or  to 
prescribe  new  rules  of  evidence  which  shall  effect  existing  cases,  unless 
this  intent  fairly  appears  by  the  terms  of  the  act. 

The  Act  of  1881  is  expressed  in  the  future  tense.  Its  object  is  to 
determine  the  status  of  the  class  to  whom  it  refers.  While  the  general 
rule  is  still  to  prevail  that  those  who  receive  relief  are  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  gain  a  settlement  so  long  as  this  state  of  things  continues, 
certain  persons  are  to  be  excepted,  and  are  not  thereafter  on  account  of 
receiving  relief  in  a  particular  way  "to  be  deemed  and  designated  pau- 
pers." That  they  are  still  persons  to  be  treated  as  receiving  relief  is 
shown  by  the  last  clause  of  the  Act  of  1881,  which  provides  that 
nothing  therein  contained  shall  release  sueh  person  "  from  his  present 
liability  for  the  support  of  said  dependent  if  possessed  of  sufficient 
means." 

In  our  view  therefore,  the  act  in  question  is  prospective  in  its  opera- 
tFon,  and  is  intended  not  as  a  rule  of  evidence  merely,  but  to  define  the 
position  under  the  pauper  law  of  those  whom  it  describes.  Ju'.bjDicnl 
for  the  plaintiff. 
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This  action  is  brought  under  the  Public  Statutes,  chap.  84,  sect. 
14,  which  provides  that  the  overseers  of  the  poor  in  their  respect- 
ive places  u  shall  provide  for  the  immediate  comfort  and  relief  of 
all  persons  residing  or  found  therein,  having  lawful  settlements  in 
other  places,  when  they  fall  into  distress  and  stand  in  need  of  im- 
mediate relief;"  the  expenses  of  which  may,  if  due  notice  is  given, 
be  recovered  of  the  town  where  the  persons  relieved  have  their 
settlement.  The  burden  of  proof  was  upon  the  plaintiff  to  show 
that  the  person  whom  it  relieved  had,  at  the  time  the  relief  was 
furnished,  fallen  into  distress  and  stood  in  need  of  immediate  re- 
lief. New  Bedford  "v.  Hingham,  117  Mass.,  445;  Fiske  v.  Lin- 
coln, 19  Pick.,  473  ;  Sturbridge  v.  Holland,  11  Pick.,  459. 

The  case  at  bar  was  tried  by  the  presiding  justice  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court,  without  a  jury,  who  found  as  a  fact  that  Sylvia  How- 
ard, the  person  relieved  by  the  plaintiff,  was  not  in  need  of  im- 
mediate relief  at  the  time  she  was  aided.  Whether  she  was  in 
such  need  was  a  question  of  fact ;  and  we  cannot  revise  the  finding 
upon  this  question,  unless  the  presiding  justice  was  required,  as  a 
matter  of  law  upon  the  facts  and  evidence  before  him,  to  find  that 
she  was  in  such  need.  It  appeared  at  the  trial,  that  said  Sylvia 
was  an  insane  woman,  having  no  property ;  that  for  ten  years  or 
more  she  had  been  supported  by  her  brother  Lysancler  and  her  sis- 
ter Chloe,  who  owned  and  carried  on  a  small  farm  as  tenants  in 
common,  keeping  a  common  purse  and  maintaining  Sylvia  as  one 
of  the  family  ;  that  the  brother,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  sis- 
ter Chloe,  stated  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Temple  ton,  that 
he  was  unable  and  unwilling  to  support  Sylvia  longer,  and  made 
application  for  aid  in  supporting  her ;  and  thereupon  the  overseers 
examined  into  the  matter  and  arranged  with  L3'sander  to  pay  him 
six  dollars  a  month  on  account  of  her  support,  she  to  live  and  be 
supported  in  the  family  as  heretofore. 

This  was  done  without  the  knowledge  of  Chloe  ;  and  it  is  found 
as  a  fact  that  Chloe  would  have  supported  her  insane  sister  with- 
out aid  from  the  town,  if  she  had  known  that  application  for  aid 
was  to  have  been  made.  This  finding  imports  that  Chloe  was 
willing  and  able  to  support  her.  At  the  time  the  aid  was  fur- 
nished, Sylvia  was  not  homeless  or  in  any  present  distress.  She 
had  the  same  home  and  support  she  had  had  for  many  years.  The 
fact  that  she  had  no  property  is  not  conclusive.  A  person  may 
have  property,  and  yet  fall  into  distress  and  be  in  need  of  imme- 
diate relief  from  inability  to  avail  himself  of  it.     On  the  other 
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hand,  a  person  may  have  no  property,  and  }Tet,  if  he  is  supported 
by  relatives  or  friends,  would  not  be  in  need  of  immediate  relief 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  The  purpose  of  the  statute 
was  not  to  enable  one  town  to  make  arrangements,  at  the  expense 
of  another,  for  the  future  support  of  a  peri  on  who  may  become  a 
pauper ;  but  to  provide  fur  the  present  necessities  of  any  person 
found  to  be  in  distress  and  requiring  immediate  relief. 

The  presiding  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  was  justified  in  find- 
ing that  the  plaintiff  had  not  sustained  the  burden  of  proving  that 
Sylvia  was  a  person  who  had  fallen  into  distress,  and  who  needed 
immediate  relief,  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  Exceptions 
overruled.  Inhabitants  of  Templeton  v.  Inhabitants  of  Winchen- 
don.     (November,  1884). 
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PAET    TENTH 


REPORT  ON  THE  PROPOSED  INSTITUTION  FOR  INEBRIATES. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  in  General  Court  assembled  : 

In  pursuance  of  chapter  42  of  the  Resolves  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  year  1884,  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  Lunacy,  and  Charity  have  considered  the 
subject  of  the  Resolve,  namely,  the  expediency  of  "establish- 
ing an  institution  for  the  care,  keeping,  and  reformation  of 
persons  arrested  for,  or  convicted  of,  drunkenness." 

The  question  naturally  leads  every  reflecting  and  obser- 
ving person  to  associate  drunkenness  in  some  of  its  forms 
with  impairment  of  the  mind,  if  not  with  absolute  mental 
unsoundness.  The  phases  of  the  excessive  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  are  sadly  familiar  to  the  members  'of  many 
households  in  the  land  ;  from  incoherency  of  speech,  imbecil- 
ity of  gesture  and  extreme  violence  of  temper,  to  mania  a 
potu  itself.  That  in  many  constitutions  habitual  drinking, 
or,  still  more,  habitual  drunkenness,  very  frequently  induces 
permanent  mental  derangement,  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge,  and  is  a  well  recognized  cause,  with  the  highest 
medical  authorities,  of  insanity  in  its  most  incurable  aspects. 
Voluntary  drunkenness  is  a  crime,  under  our  laws,  where  the 
offence  is  public,  but  not  so  when  one  becomes  intoxicated 
in  private  ;  for,  with  that  jealousy  of  the  infringement  of  the 
liberty  and  privacy  of  every  citizen  peculiar  to  our  institu- 
tions, his  conduct  in  private,  where  it  involves  no  breach  of 
the  peace,  and  no  offence  against  the  person  or  property 
of  another,  does  not  render  him  amenable  to  arrest  or  crim- 
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inal  prosecution.  So  those  who  in  private  drink  to  excess, 
and  gradually  impair  their  bodily  and  mental  condition, 
until  they  bring  ruin  upon  themselves  and  their  families,  are 
practically  now  beyond  the  reach  of  legal  restraint ;  and 
yet  out  of  this  class  come  all  the  drunkards,  and  those  whom 
habitual  intoxication  gradually  renders  inmates  of  our  hospi- 
tals for  lunatics. 

Those  engaged  in  the  detection  and  prosecution  of  crimi- 
nals will  bear  witness  that  the  common  (i.e.,  public)  drunk- 
ard is  not  usually  guilty  of  any  other  offence  than  that  which 
brings  ruin  to  himself  and  his  family.  Jurors  and  judges 
are,  therefore,  necessarily  reluctant  to  enforce  the  extreme 
penalty  of  the  law  against  one  who  is  not  so  much  an  enemy 
of  society  as  of  himself;  and  where  it  appears  to  be  an 
unjust  degradation  to  sentence  him  to  the  same  punishments 
and  associations  as  those  who  are  constantly  menacing 
society.  Much  time  and  effort  are  properly  given  to  the 
reformation  of  the  latter  class  of  offenders,  even  when  their 
offences  are  of  the  grossest  nature,  and  the  work  is  not 
without  excellent  results  in  many  instances.  While  good 
men  and  women  are  devoting  their  energies  to  labor  for  the 
moral  improvement  of  beginners  in  crime,  and  those  also 
who  have  become  notorious  for  their  offences,  and  when 
those  engaged  in  the  work  of  regenerating  convicted  crimi- 
nals  of  the  worst  class  advocate  the  establishing  of  reforma- 
tories as  a  means  to  accomplish  their  philanthropic  aims,  the 
people  of  the  State  may  naturally  ask  if  something  cannot 
be  done  for  the  drunkard, — not  the  man  who  is  given  to  a 
vicious  life  and  to  criminal  habits  and  associations,  and  with 
whom  drunkenness  is  only  committed  with  other  vices, — 
but  the  simple  inebriate,  whose  excesses  in  drinking  are 
wasting  his  health  and  means,  and  reducing  him  and  those 
dependent  upon  him  to  want  and  pauperism. 

One  of  the  most  serious  questions  involved  in  considering 
the  expediency  of  establishing  an  asylum  for  inebriates  is 
that  of  securing  the  legal  restraint  of  the  patient  for  a  time 
sufficient  to  bring  up  his  physical  and  mental  condition  to 
such  a  degree  of  health  and  vigor,  as  to  enable  him  to  resist 
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successfully  the  influences  likely  to  surround  him  on  having 
been  discharged  from  treatment. 

Legal  restraint  of  the  common  or  habitual  drunkard,  under 
our  law,  is  easily  effected,  since,  as  has  been  said,  voluntary 
intoxication  from  the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  is 
a  crime ;  and  if  no  distinction  will  be  made  between  the 
vicious  drunkard  and  the  simple  inebriate,  then  the  question 
of  the  form  of  legal  restraint  is  already  determined  by  law. 
But  an  institution  for  inebriates  should  not  be  established 
for  the  criminal  classes  ;  the  penal  institutions  have  a  prior 
claim  on  them,  and  they  would,  necessarily,  be  as  much  out 
of  place  in  a  hospital  for  inebriates  as  they  would  be  in  a 
hospital  for  the  insane. 

By  universal  consent,  at  least  wherever  civilization  exists, 
it  has  been  considered  just  and  necessary  to  place  the  insane 
under  duress  or  restraint.  The  State,  as  in  the  case  of 
minors,  stands,  as  it  were,  in  loco  parentis,  and  the  law  pro- 
vides for  the  guardianship  of  their  persons  and  estates,  as  it 
does  in  the  case  of  a  drunkard  and  spendthrift  also.  The 
treatment  of  the  latter  class  by  the  law  being  in  one  aspect 
at  least,  and  a  serious  one  too,  analogous  to  the  treatment 
of  the  insane,  it  becomes  simply  a  question,  whether  or  not 
the  law  in  our  Commonwealth  should  not  take  a  step  farther 
in  the  case  of  the  drunkard,  or  simple  inebriate,  and  place 
him  in  the  class  of  persons  incapable  of  caring  for  them- 
selves, and  requiring  restraint  and  treatment  to  restore  them 
to  usefulness,  and  to  a  more,  rational  habit  of  life,  in  com- 
mon with  their  fellow  men. 

The  main  objection  to  existing  legislation  for  drunkenness 
is,  that  it  provides  no  remedy,  except  by  criminal  proceed- 
ings, and  that  the  law  aims  at  its  prevention  and  punish- 
ment, and  not  at  any  medical  treatment  of  those  who  have 
contracted  the  habit,  and  who  require  something  besides 
temporary  degradation  in  a  penal  institution,  to  overcome 
what  is  very  often  a  disease. 

It  is  held  by  many  eminent  medical  practitioners,  as  the 
result  of  their  long  experience  and  observation,  that  drunk- 
enness is,  in  many  instances,  a  disease,  induced  by  idiosyn- 
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crasies,  inherited  or  otherwise.  The  periodic  cases  of 
drunkenness  are  many,  and  they  exhibit  marked  symptoms, 
sometimes  of  organic  disease,  and  sometimes  of  functional 
disorders  only. 

Dr.  Bodington  is  credited  with  saying  in  a  paper  read 
before  the  British  Medical  Association  a  few  years  ago  : 
"  For  my  part  I  look  upon  all  habitual  drunkenness  as  a 
disease,  and  I  would  boldly  call  it  dipsomania."  Dr.  Clous- 
ton,  of  Edinburgh,  considers  habitual  drunkenness  is  in 
many  instances,  a  disease.  Dr.  W.  W.  Godding,  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  characterizes  habitual  drunkenness  as  both  a 
crime  and  a  disease  ;  yet  appears  to  incline  to  favor  hospital 
treatment  for  inebriates,  in  a  paper,  written  by  him,  in  1884. 
Dr.  Theodore  W.  Fisher,  the  superintendent  of  the  Boston 
Lunatic  Hospital,  in  a  paper  entitled,  "  Insane  Drunkards," 
read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  in  June,  1879,  said,  "  It  is  certain  that  apparently 
drink-craving  exists  uncomplicated  by  any  other  obvious 
signs  of  insanity.  ...  It  often  occurs  in  persons  who 
inherit  an  unstable,  nervous  constitution  from  drunken, 
neurotic,  or  insane  ancestors.  .  .  .  It  is  difficult  to  see 
why  alcohol,  which  is  a  sufficient  cause  of  all  other  forms 
of  insanity,  may  not  produce  a  dipsomania  as  genuine  as 
either  of  the  causes  before  mentioned." 

The  term  dipsomania  has  a  well  recognized  definition  in 
the  medical  profession,  and  comprehends  the  chronic  and 
periodic  classes  of  inebriates.  That  such  a  term,  with  such 
a  meaning,  should  come  into  such  general  use  in  a  profession 
experienced  in  the  treatment  of  cases  of  mental  disease  in  all 
its  forms,  and  in  observing  and  studying  their  causes,  is  most 
significant  and  suggestive  to  those  interested  in  the  question 
of  legislating  for  the  treatment  of  inebriates. 

Assuming  it  as  unadvisable  to  establish  an  institution  for 
any  class  of  drunkards  except  the  simple  inebriate,  and  that 
the  treatment  of  him  would  be  analogous  to  that  for  the 
insane,  all  legal  proceedings  for  his  apprehension,  examina- 
tion, trial  by  jury,  if  need  be,  and  commitment  might  fol- 
low in  effect  the  procedure  for  the  insane,  as  the  laws  of  the 
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Commonwealth  now  provide  ;  except  that  the  court  should 
have  in  its  discretion  in  each  case  the  power  to  refuse  to 
grant  a  warrant  for  the  apprehension  of  any  person  as  an 
inebriate,  until  satisfied  that  the  person  whose  commitment 
may  be  sought  for  is  not  of  bad  repute,  or  of  bad  character, 
apart  from  his  habits  of  inebriety.  The  period  for  the  com- 
mitment of  such  a  person  should  not  be  for  less  than  six 
months,  nor  more  than  two  years  ;  with  power  in  the  board 
of  trustees  in  the  management  of  the  institution,  or  some 
other  proper  authority,  to  discharge  the  inebriate  at  any 
time,  upon  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  reformation  and 
cure. 

This  Board  have  been  unable  to  learn  that  there  is  any  State 
institution  anywhere  existing  for  the  treatment  of  inebriates. 
There  are  some  private  institutions  existing  in  the  several 
States,  a  few  of  them  incorporated.  The  leading  one  of  this 
character  which  has  come  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  is 
the  Washingtonian  Home  in  Boston.  Dr.  Albert  Day,  its 
superintendent  and  physician,  has  been  in  charge  of  it  for 
many  years,  and  has  treated  a  large  number  of  cases.  The 
Asylum  for  Inebriates  which  was  at  Binghamton  was,  in  its 
origin,  the  experiment  of  a  private  corporation,  and  never 
was  a  State  institution  ;  although,  a  few  years  after  it  had 
been  opened,  it  was  very  liberally  aided  by  legislative  grants 
from  the  State  of  New  York ;  but  the  institution  became  a 
failure,  as  the  Board  has  been  informed,  on  credible  author- 
ity, and  has  been  closed  for  some  years,  mainly  owing  to 
political  interference,  financial  mismanagement,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  any  legislation  for  involuntary  treatment ;  there 
having  been  no  patients  except  of  the  voluntary  class, 
subject  to  no  legal  restraint  of  their  liberty.  Another 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  its  success  was  its  proximity  to  a  large 
town,  where  intoxicating  liquors  were  easily  procurable  by 
the  inmates  of  the  asylum. 

The  Board  are  of  the  opinion  that  an  institution  for  ineb- 
riates should  be  established  by  the  State ;  that  careful  dis- 
crimination should  be  exercised  by  the  courts  in  reference 
to  the   character   and   reputation   of  those    committed   for 
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treatment  in  it,  and  that  the  expense  of  their  maintenance 
in  the  institution,  so  far  as  it  would  exceed  their  earnings 
from  farm  labor  and  other  occupations,  should  be  borne  and 
paid  by  the  State,  city,  or  town  for  each  inmate,  as  in  the 
cases  of  the  inmates  of  the  State  lunatic  hospitals  ;  except 
that  each  inmate  having  property  or  means  of  supporting 
himself  should  be  required  by  law  to  pay  for  his  maintenance 
out  of  his  estate. 

The  situation  of  such  an  institution  should  be  in  the 
country,  remote  from  any  large  town,  but  near  the  line  of 
some  railroad ;  and  a  tract  of  good  farming  land,  of  at  least 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  extent,  would  be  desirable  for 
the  health  and  seclusion  of  the  inmates,  and  for  farming 
purposes.  The  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  within  a  radius 
of  several  miles  of  the  institution  should  be  forbidden,  under 
a  penalty ;  and  the  delivery  of  liquor  to  an  inmate  without 
the  written  consent  of  the  superintendent  or  manager  should 
be  punished  also. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  main  structure,  or 
building,  with  the  necessary  offices  and  outbuildings  for 
such  an  institution,  should  be  built  on  a  plan  anticipating 
their  future  extension,  and,  perhaps,  the  application  or 
diversion  of  them  to  other  public  uses,  needful  to  the  State  ; 
but  that  they  should  be  erected  in  the  first  place  to  receive 
and  care  for  not  more  than  two  hundred  inmates.  Some 
provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  the  admission  of 
inebriates,  or  patients  who,  anticipating  a  periodic  attack 
of  inebriety,  as  is  often  the  case,  or  having  sufficient  will 
power  left,  desire  to  make  an  effort  to  cure  themselves  of 
chronic  drinking,  and  make  application  for  admission  and 
treatment  accordingly. 

As  occupations  and  sources  of  employment  for  inmates, 
for  the  improvement  of  their  health,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  institution,  farm  labor,  gardening,  floriculture,  and 
certain  readily  acquired  and  light  mechanical  employments, 
are  recommended. 

The  Board  had  several  public  hearings  on  the  subject  of 
the  Kesolve,   and  received  the  opinions    of  many   leading 
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gentlemen  of  the  medical  profession  in  favor  of  establishing 
such  an  institution  as  is  recommended  ;  and  after  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  purpose  of  the  Resolve  under  which  they 
submit  their  report,  the  Board  have  ventured  to  make  the 
foregoing  recommendations,  believing  they  would  thus  be 
acting  more  in  conformity  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the 
General  Court  than  by  adhering  strictly  to  the  language  of 
the  Resolve. 

The  State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity, 

Charles  F.  Donnelly, 

Chairman, 
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CHILDKEN   AND  INSANE  PERSONS. 


Table  VII.  —  Statistics  of  Children  and  Insane  Persons  among  the 
City  and  Town  Poor,  March  3t  and  July  2,  1884. 
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*  Including  the  new  town  of  Bourne. 
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Table  VII.  —  Continued. 
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Total, 

- 

- 

- 

12 
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17 

7 

Boxford,  . 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Bradford, 

- 

1 

1 

6 

471 

5 

- 

1 

6 

6 

- 

Danvers,  . 

- 

2 

2 

10 

9.09 

8 

1 

- 

9 

9 

- 

Essex, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

- 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Georgetown, 

- 

- 

_ 

4 

4. 

2 

2 

- 

4 

4 

3 

Gloucester, 

6 

2 

8 

26 

21.73 

19 

2 

■- 

21 

24 

2 

Grovelaud, 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1.7 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

Hamilton, 

- 

_ 

_ 

1 

.07 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Haverhill, 

2 

4 

6 

29 

19.83 

16       4 

" 

20 

16 

7 
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CHILDREN    AND    INSANE    PERSONS. 


Table  VII.  —  Continued. 


TOWNS 

BY 

COUNTIES. 


Con. 


Essex 
Ipswich,   . 
Lawrence, 
Lynn, 
Lynnfield, 
Manchester, 
Marblehead, 
Merrimac, 
Methuenj 
Middlcton, 
Nahanr,    . 
Newbury, 
New  I  hi  ry  port, 
North  Andove 
Peabody, 
Rock  port, 
Rowley,   . 
Salem, 
Salisbury, 
Saugus,    . 
Swampscott, 
Topstield, 
Wenham, 
West  Newbury 

Total, 

Franklin. 
AshnVId,  . 
Bern  ards  ton, 
Bucklund, 
Charlemont, 
Colraiu,    . 
Conway,  . 
Deer  field, 
Erving,    . 
Gill,. 

Greenfield, 
Haw  ley,  . 
Heath,      . 
Leverett,  . 
Ley  den,    . 
Monroe,   . 
Montague, 
New  Salem, 
Northfield, 
Orange,    . 
Rowe, 
Shelbiime, 
Shutesbury, 
Sunderland, 
Warwick, 
Wendell,. 
Whately, . 

Total, 


Children  undkk 
16  Filly  Sup- 
ported, Mar. 
3],  1884. 


, 

£  o 

<  3 

& 

c 

0/ 

~.c 

JS 

z 

a 

74 


4 

2 

12 

2 

28 
1 
2 

1 

7 

149 


Insane  Fclly  Supported. 


!  For  theyoar  end- 
ing .Mar.  31. 1S84. 


463 


Remain'g  Mar.  31,1884 


3.77 
67  21 
55.54 

2  25 
5  36 

16.36 
2. 

7.16 
.1 

4.8 
25.17 

2.9 
15.32 

9.19 

1. 
58  84 

3  91 
5 

4.98 
1.29 

3. 


389  84 


1  9 
3.5 
1.2 
2.9 

.24 
1  23 
2.86 
1. 

.06 
4  25 

3. 
2. 
1. 

2.58 
.08 

3.77 

3  13 
.31 

3 

1. 

1.07 

2. 

2. 

1. 

45.08 


2 

17 
2 
9 
6 
1 

16 
2 
5 
4 
1 

2 

244 


10 


4 
21 

3 
14 

8 
1 
56 
4 
5 
4 
2 

3 

372 


o  £ 
a.  5 


2 
394 


II 
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Table  VII.  —  Continued. 


CHU.DRKN  UNDER 

Insane  Fully  Supported. 

00      • 

si 

16  Fully  Sup- 
port kd,    Mar. 

31, 1884. 

S3  3 
oji-s 

TOWNS 

For  thevear  end- 
ing Mar.  31, 1884. 

Remain's  Mar.  31, 1884. 

H    of 

r-  a> 

.5  * 

■si 

BY 

COUNTIES. 

& 

1 

6 

a 

00 

aS 

<  3 
O 

a* 

JS 

TO 

s 

o 

o 

9 
to 

> 
< 

o 

43 

09 

3 

3 

o 

is 

or    3 

Hampden. 

Agawarri, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

- 

3 

3 

1 

Blandford, 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1. 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Brimfield, 

2 

- 

2 

3 

2.24 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Chester,    . 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

.07 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Chicopee, 

9 

2 

11 

12 

7.88 

9 

- 

- 

9 

10 

1 

Granville, 

- 

- 

_ 

4 

2.62 

1 

- 

2 

3 

1 

- 

Hampden, 

- 

- 

_ 

3 

3. 

1 

_ 

2 

3 

3 

2 

Holland,  . 

— 

— 

Holyoke, . 

_ 

6 

6 

23 

20.09 

22 

_ 

22 

24 

- 

Longmcadow,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

Ludlow,  . 

_ 

- 

_ 

2 

2. 

1 

- 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Monson,   . 

4 

1 

5 

3 

3. 

1 

2 

_ 

3 

2 

3 

Montgomery,  . 

Palmer,    . 

2 

- 

2 

8 

5.37 

4 

1 

— 

5 

4 

1 

Russell,    . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

Southwick, 

_ 

2 

2 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Springfield, 

2 

20 

22 

57 

42.27 

24 

21 

- 

45 

47 

20 

Tolland,   . 

- 

- 

_ 

*. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

Wales,      . 

_ 

- 

_ 

4 

4. 

_ 

_. 

4 

4 

4 

5 

Westfield, 

3 

1 

4 

11 

9.18 

9 

1 

- 

10 

13 

2 

West  Springfield,    . 

- 

1 

1 

4 

4. 

4 

_ 

- 

4 

5 

- 

Wilbrahanii     . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

26 

10 

2 
122 

2 

128 

- 

Total, 

22 

34 

56 

145 

115.82 

86 

42 

Hampshire. 

Amherst, . 

- 

_ 

_ 

7 

6.66 

4 

3 

- 

7 

5 

1 

Belchertown,  . 

1 

_ 

1 

4 

3.5 

- 

4 

_ 

4 

4 

4 

Chesterfield,    . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

-. 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cumtnington,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Easthampton, . 

- 

- 

- 

7 

4.64 

4 

- 

1 

5 

4 

1 

Enfield,    . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.13 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Goshen,    . 

Granby,  . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Greenwich, 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

Hadlev,   . 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

3. 

3 

_ 

- 

3 

2 

1 

Hatfield,  . 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

1.84 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

- 

Huntington,    - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Middlefield,     . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

2.15 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Northampton,. 

1 

- 

1 

12 

8.91 

10 

1 

1 

12 

11 

2 

Pelham,  . 

Plainfield, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

1.2 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Preseott,  .        .        . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Southampton, . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

South  Hadley, 

_ 

3 

3 

3 

2.91 

3 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Ware, 

5 

_ 

5 

10 

8.14 

6 

2 

- 

8 

12 

4 

Westhampton, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

.6 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Williamsburg, 

- 

_ 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

3 

6 

1 

Worthington,  . 

- 

4 

4 

5 

5. 

4 

- 

1 

5 

4 

- 

Total, 

8 

8 

16 

71 

59.68 

Middlesex. 

Acton, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

- 

3 

3 

1 

Arlington, 

2 

~ 

2 

6 

5.25 

4 

1 

— 

5 

5 

1 
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CHILDREN    AND    INSANE    PERSONS. 


Table  VII.  —  Continued. 


Children  under 

Insane  Fully  Supported. 

-1 

CO     • 

o  — 

16  Fully  Sup- 
ported,  Mar, 
31,  1884. 

S3 

TOWNS 

For the  year  end- 
ing Mar  .81,  1884. 

Remain'g  Mar.  31,1884. 

e  * 

.5  * 

-a  2 

ec  >-» 

?  o 

BY 

COUNTIES. 

to     . 

as 
<  = 

o 

t 

03 

5 

13 

o 

H 

6 

to 

o 

d 
to 

> 

< 

00 

o 
W  s. 

Oj 

Is 

O 

£ 
1 

in 

3 

o 

si 

I1 

Middlesex — Con. 

Ashby,     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ashland,  . 

- 

_ 

- 

3 

2.47 

_ 

2 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Ayer, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2.23 

2 

- 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Bedford,  . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.04 

_ 

3 

_ 

3 

4 

2 

Belmont, . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Billerica,  . 

1 

_ 

1 

5 

5. 

1 

4 

_ 

5 

3 

3 

Boxborough, 

- 

_ 

- 

3 

1.2 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

_ 

Burlington, 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1. 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Cambridge, 

28 

1 

29 

81 

65.6 

53 

20 

_ 

73 

72 

21 

Carlisle,   . 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Chelmsford, 

1 

- 

1 

6 

5.03 

4 

1 

_ 

5 

6 

1 

Concord, . 

_ 

_ 

- 

4 

3. 

3 

_ 

_ 

3 

3 

_ 

Dracut,     . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

1 

2 

_ 

3 

2 

1 

Dunstable, 

- 

_ 

_ 

3 

3. 

2 

_ 

1 

3 

3 

_ 

Everett,    . 

- 

7 

7 

8 

74 

7 

_ 

_ 

7 

8 

'_ 

Framingham, 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3.06 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

- 

1 

Groton,     . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.3 

1 

3 

_ 

4 

2 

3 

Holliston, 

- 

_ 

_ 

6 

4.97 

4 

2 

_ 

6 

6 

4 

Hopkinton, 

5 

- 

5 

11 

9.07 

6 

3 

_ 

9 

9 

3 

Hudson,  . 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1. 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

Lexington, 

4 

_■ 

4 

3 

2.08 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

Lincoln,   . 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

Littleton,. 

- 

_ 

_ 

3 

1.27 

_ 

1 

_ 

•    1 

2 

1 

Lowell,    . 

143 

14 

157 

113 

79.67 

3 

80 

_ 

83 

85 

80 

Maiden,    . 

7 

- 

7 

14 

11.51 

11 

1 

_ 

12 

11 

1 

Marlborough, 

16 

- 

16 

14 

11.56 

8 

3 

_ 

11 

10 

3 

Maynard, 

- 

- 

_ 

6 

4  18 

4 

_ 

1 

5 

3 

_ 

Med  ford, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

15 

11. 21 

11 

1 

_ 

12 

11 

1 

Melrose,  . 

- 

2 

2 

9 

7.86 

8 

_ 

_ 

8 

8 

_ 

Natick,     . 

- 

_ 

_ 

11 

9.09 

8 

2 

_ 

10 

10 

3 

Newton,   . 

3 

- 

3 

18 

14.01 

10 

2 

_ 

12 

11 

2 

North  Rpading 

2 

_ 

2 

3 

3. 

_ 

3 

_ 

3 

2 

1 

Peppcrell, 

8 

- 

8 

5 

4.42 

1 

4 

_ 

5 

8 

4 

Reading,  . 

1 

_ 

1 

6 

5.39 

4 

1 

_ 

5 

6 

4 

S her born, 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

Shirley,    . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Somerville, 

- 

9 

9 

25 

21.42 

19 

_ 

1 

20 

23 

1 

Stoneham, 

3 

_ 

3 

2 

1.27 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Stow, 

- 

- 

_ 

3 

1.71 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Sudbury, . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Tewksbury, 

- 

- 

_ 

4 

4. 

1 

3 

_ 

4 

5 

2 

Townsend, 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1. 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

3 

_ 

Tyngs  borough 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

Wakefield, 

- 

- 

_ 

7 

6.56 

7 

_ 

_ 

7 

7 

_ 

Waltham, 

7 

- 

7 

19 

18.15 

14 

5 

_ 

19 

19 

2 

Watertown, 

- 

_ 

_ 

7 

6.41 

5 

1 

_ 

6 

7 

2 

Wa  viand, 

- 

_ 

- 

5 

461 

_ 

4 

_ 

4 

2 

2 

Westford, 

3 

- 

3 

5 

3.38 

4 

_ 

_ 

4 

5 

Weston,   . 

2 

- 

2 

1 

.92 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Wilmington, 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Winchester, 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

_ 

_ 

3 

3 

_ 

Woburn,  . 

7 

- 

7 

21 

11.76 

7 

5 

- 

12 

18 

9 

Total, 

252 

34 

286 

493 

391.06 

230 

166 

4 

400 

407 

167 

40 
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Children  under 

1 

Insane  Fully  Supported 

t  ■* 

0  - 

16  Fully  Sup- 
ported,   AIar. 
31, 1881. 

a.  22 

TOWNS 

For  the 

ing  Ma 

vearend- 
r.  31, 1884. 

Rema 

n'g  Mar.  31, 1884. 

—  to 

51 

BY 

r3 

■2.G 

COUNTIES. 

Is 

d 

1 

'S. 

1« 

01 

?! 

<  2 
o 

3- 

o 
H 

o 

9> 
bo 

> 
< 

d    . 

1 

0- 

s 

Eh 

5?  c. 

='0S 

5* 

Nantucket. 

Nantucket, 

4 

- 

4 

9 

8.56 

4 

4 

- 

8 

8 

3 

Nokfolk. 

Bellingham,     .' 

1 

- 

1 

3 

3. 

2 

1 

- 

3 

3 

1 

Braintrcc, 

- 

- 

- 

11 

9.37 

6 

2 

- 

8 

7 

1 

Brook  line, 

1 

8 

9 

8 

7. 

3 

2 

- 

5 

5 

2 

Canton,    . 

1 

- 

1 

8 

6.38 

4 

3 

- 

7 

6 

3 

Cohasset, 

1 

- 

1 

11 

10. 

5 

5 

- 

10 

10 

4 

Dedham, . 

- 

- 

- 

14 

11.24 

9 

1 

- 

10 

10 

1 

Dover,     . 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Foxborouph,    . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.37 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Franklin, 

- 

1 

1 

5 

4.29 

4 

- 

- 

4 

3 

2 

Hoi  brook, 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3.92 

3 

- 

- 

3 

4 

- 

Hvde  Park,     . 

- 

5 

5 

6 

5.9 

4 

1 

- 

5 

4 

- 

Med  fie  Id, 

- 

- 

- 

6 

6. 

4 

2 

- 

6 

5 

2 

Medwny, 

- 

- 

■    - 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

Milton,     . 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1.09 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Needham, 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1. 

3 

- 

- 

3 

4 

1 

Norfolk,  '. 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

~ 

1 

1 

- 

Norwood, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Quiney,    . 

- 

- 

- 

22 

15  8 

9 

5 

- 

14 

13 

4 

Randolph, 

6 

- 

6 

7 

6  42 

6 

1 

- 

7 

6 

1 

Sharon,    . 

7 

- 

7 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Stoughton, 

- 

- 

- 

11 

9.06 

5 

4 

- 

9 

11 

6 

"Walpole,  . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.02 

4 

- 

- 

4 

5 

2 

Wellesley, 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.99 

3 

1 

- 

4 

4 

2 

Weymouth, 

3 

- 

3 

13 

10.02 

9 

3 

- 

12 

9 

4 

Wren  tl  j  am, 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.47 
130.34 

4 
92 

1 
32 

1 

5 

4 

2 

Total, 

21 

15 

39 

156 

125 

120 

43 

Plymouth. 

Abiniiton, 

- 

4 

4 

5 

5. 

5 

- 

- 

5 

5 

2 

Bridgewatejr,    . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4.25 

2 

3 

- 

5 

5 

3 

Brockton, 

3 

- 

3 

20 

15.49 

4 

11 

- 

15 

13 

11 

Carver,     . 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1. 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Duxbury, 

- 

- 

- 

6 

5.8 

4 

1 

1 

6 

5 

4 

East  Bridgewater,  . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4:99 

3 

2 

- 

5 

5 

3 

Halifax,   . 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Hanover, . 

4 

1 

5 

3 

3 

2 

1 

- 

3 

2 

1 

Hanson,   . 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.76 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

Himdiam, 

2 

- 

2 

7 

6.13 

3 

3 

- 

6 

5 

2 

Hull, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Kingston, 

1 

- 

1 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Lakeville, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1.87 

- 

- 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Marion,    . 

- 

•- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Marshrield, 

2 

- 

2 

1 

.72 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Mattapoisett,   . 

1 

- 

1 

3 

2.5 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Middk'borough, 

1 

- 

1 

8 

7  5 

5 

2 

- 

7 

10 

2 

Pembroke, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

1 

1 

- 

2 

4 

1 

Plymouth, 

- 

- 

- 

13 

11  12 

8 

2 

- 

10 

8 

4 

Plympton, 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

.35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rochester, 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4. 

3 

1 

- 

4 

2 

- 

Rockland, 

- 

1 

1 

6 

5.75 

4 

1 

- 

5 

5 

1 

Scituate,  . 

" 

" 

' 

3 

3. 

3 

3 

3 
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Table  VII.  —  Continued. 


Chi 

LDRKN  UNDER 

[nsane  Fully  Supported 

^5 

li 

lfi  Fully  Slp- 
poktkd,   Mar. 
31,  1884. 

o1-1 

TOWNS 

For  the 
ing  Ms 

'yenrenri- 
r.  31, 1884. 

Remain"gMar. 

31,1884 

BY 

! 

_ 

-2.C 

COUNTIES. 

Is 

£ 

6 

6 

p. 

CO 

11 

<,  % 

if 

_; 

£ 

bo 

S  " 

<i 

a 

4^ 

|| 

o 

o 
to 

W 

'o 

.a 

> 

< 

33 

O 

5 
5 

o 

coa 

a  a 
£  5 

Plymouth  —  Con. 

South  Ahington, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

South  Scituate, 

2 

- 

2 

6 

4.75 

2 

3 

- 

5 

4 

2 

Wareham, 

1 

- 

1 

4 

3.55 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

2 

1 

West  Bridgewater, . 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1. 

1 
60 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Total, 

20 

6 

26 

113 

100.53 

35 

3 

98 

92 

45 

Suffolk. 

• 

Boston,     . 

66 

307 

373 

1,050 

823  71 

803 

6 

_ 

809 

828 

5 

Chelsea,   . 

- 

- 

- 

30 

21.45 

21 

_ 

_ 

21 

21 

_ 

Revere,    . 

- 

- 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

_ 

"Winthrop, 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total,      . 

66 

308 

374 

1,082 

847.16 

826 

6 

- 

832 

852 

5 

Worcester. 

Ashburnham,  . 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Athol,       . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1.57 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

Auburn,  . 

- 

_ 

- 

3 

3. 

3 

- 

_ 

3 

3 

Barre, 

2 

- 

2 

2 

2. 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

_ 

Berlin, 

- 

2 

2 

2 

1.75 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Blackstone, 

10 

- 

10 

10 

8.32 

4 

4 

_ 

8 

4 

4 

Bolton,     . 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2. 

_ 

2 

_ 

2 

2 

2 

Boylston, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2. 

1 

- 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Brookfield, 

3 

_ 

3 

6 

5.61 

2 

4 

_ 

6 

5 

4 

Charlton, 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

.61 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Clinton,    . 

1 

2 

3 

16 

14.24 

13 

1 

_ 

14 

13 

_ 

Dana, 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1. 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Douglas,  . 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

2. 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

3 

1 

Dudley,    . 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Fitchbiirg, 

11 

- 

11 

19 

14.42 

12 

2 

_ 

14 

20 

3 

Gardner,  . 

7 

- 

7 

9 

8  07 

4 

5 

_ 

9 

8 

3 

Grafton,   . 

- 

- 

_ 

4 

2  65 

3 

- 

_ 

3 

3 

1 

Hard  wick, 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

Harvard, . 

- 

_ 

_ 

5 

4.29 

1 

2 

_ 

3 

3 

1 

Holden,    . 

- 

- 

_ 

2 

2. 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

2 

Hubbardston, 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Lancaster, 

1 

~ 

1 

6 

43 

1 

2 

_ 

3 

2 

_ 

Leicester, 

2 

- 

2 

6 

4.97 

2 

3 

_ 

5 

2 

3 

Leominster,     . 

3 

- 

3 

8 

6  76 

3 

2 

_ 

5 

6 

3 

Lunenburg, 

- 

3 

3 

5 

3.53 

3 

1 

_ 

4 

8 

2 

Mendon,  . 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

•  1 

1 

Milford,   . 

3 

- 

3 

16 

12.59 

13 

_ 

_ 

13 

15 

Millbury, 

- 

1 

1 

3 

2.41 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

4 

_ 

New  Braintree, 

- 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

North  borough, 

4 

_ 

4 

1 

.77 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Northbridge,   . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

4  67 

3 

2 

_ 

5 

5 

2 

North  Brookfield,   . 

- 

- 

_ 

4 

3  54 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Oakham,. 

- 

- 

_ 

2 

1.71 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

Oxford,    . 

3 

- 

3 

4 

3.14 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

Paxton,    . 

_ 

_ 

2 

2. 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Petersham, 

- 

_ 

- 

4 

4. 

2 

2 

_ 

4 

4 

2 

Phillipston, 

- 

- 

_ 

2 

1.11 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Princeton, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Royalston, 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1  93 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

42 
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Table  VII.  —  Concluded. 


Children 

UNDER 

Insane  Fully  Supported. 

*00 

M 

16  Fully  Sup- 
ported,   Mar. 

31, 1884. 

0?" 

TOWNS 

For  the  year  end- 
ing Mar.  3L.  1884. 

Remain'g  Mar.  31, 1884. 

.5  «> 

BY 

2^3 

« 

01 

v.  5 

COUNTIES. 

flj 

S 

fe 

fe 

D. 

fls 

<u 

0£ 

vN 

o 

0) 
05 

$ 

O 

CD 

O 

0> 

bo 

o> 

O     . 

31 

c 

43 
to 

o 
H 

*  = 

ceo 

oxt) 

WORCESTER — Con. 

Rutland,  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6 

522 

1 

4 

_ 

5 

3 

1 

Shrewsbury",    . 

_ 

- 

'     _ 

6 

4.07 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

3 

1 

South  borough, 

_ 

- 

_ 

2 

1.35 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Southbridge,    . 

1 

- 

1 

10 

9.57 

4 

5 

- 

9 

9 

6 

Spencer,  . 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5. 

3 

2 

- 

5 

5 

2 

Sterling,  . 

2 

- 

2 

7 

6.32 

2 

4 

_ 

6 

7 

4 

Sturbridge, 

_ 

- 

- 

3 

2.4 

1 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

Sutton,     . 

1 

_ 

1 

5 

4.05 

3 

_ 

4 

2 

1 

Templeton, 

1 

- 

1 

7 

6.14 

1 

_ 

6 

4 

1 

Upton, 

3 

- 

3 

2 

2. 

2 

- 

2 

2 

1 

Uxbridge, 

1 

- 

1 

4 

4. 

4 

- 

4 

6 

- 

Warren,   . 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1. 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Webster,  . 

2 

- 

2 

8 

7.2 

7 

- 

7 

7 

- 

Westborough, . 

3 

1 

4 

8 

7. 

5 

_ 

6 

4 

1 

West  Boylston, 

- 

_ 

- 

2 

2. 

- 

_ 

2 

2 

1 

West  Brooktield,    . 

_ 

- 

_ 

1 

1. 

1 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

Westminster,  . 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

2. 

1 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Winchendon,  . 

_ 

1 

1 

3 

2.26 

2 

- 

2 

4 

- 

Worcester,  .    . 

4 

1 

5 

68 

49.35 

21 

31 
99 

6 

52 

55 

45 

Total, 

78. 

12 

90 

313 

258.89 

144 

249 

252 

112 

SUMMARY  BY  COUNTIES. 


Barnstable, 

15 

5 

20 

59 

51.78 

29 

18 

3 

50 

48 

21 

Berkshire, 

9 

19 

28 

79 

62.08 

36 

14 

13 

63 

65 

24 

Bristol,     . 

82 

5 

87 

228 

181.97 

136 

43 

- 

179 

170 

56 

Dukes, 

_ 

_ 

12 

10.94 

9 

- 

2 

11 

10 

3 

Essex, 

75 

74 

149 

463 

389.84 

244 

123 

5 

372 

394 

127 

Franklin, 

1 

5 

6 

56 

45.08 

26 

12 

4 

42 

45 

14 

Hampden, 

22 

34 

56 

145 

115  82 

86 

26 

10 

122 

128 

42 

Hampshire, 

8 

8 

16 

71 

59.68 

49 

11 

5 

65 

66 

20 

Middlesex, 

252 

34 

286 

493 

391.06 

230 

166 

4 

400 

407 

167 

Nantucket, 

4 

_ 

4 

9 

8  56 

4 

4 

_ 

8 

8 

3 

Norfolk,  . 

24 

15 

39 

156 

130.34 

92 

32 

1 

125 

120 

43 

Plymouth, 

20 

6 

26 

113 

100  53 

60 

35 

3 

98 

92 

45 

Suffolk,  '. 

66 

308 

374 

1,082 

847.16 

826 

6 

- 

832 

852 

5 

Worcester, 

78 

12 

90 

313 

258.89 

144 

99 

6 

249 

252 

112 

Total,   . 

656 

525 

1,181 

3,279 

2,653.73 

1,971 

589 

56 

2,616 

2,657 

682 

Add  State  Poor,      . 

71 

671 

742 

1,360 

965. 

923 

_ 

_ 

923 

926 

Aggregate  of  State 

and  Towns,  . 

727 

1195 

1,923 

4,639 

3,618.73 

2,894 

589 

53 

3,539  3,583 
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Remarks  on  Tables  I.  to  YII. 

PAUPER   TABLES. 

The  First  Table  is  made  up  from  three  sources," —  (1)  the 
annual  returns  made  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  the 
year  ending  April  1,  1884 ;  (2)  the  registers  kept  by  the 
Inspector  of  Charities,  which  include  the  names  and  descrip- 
tion of  all  persons  fully  supported  by  the  cities  and  towns; 
and  (3)  the  returns  made  at  certain  fixed  dates  by  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor,  which  show  the  number  of  persons  then 
receiving  in-door  and  out-door  relief  in  the  cities  and  towns, 
whether  at  the  expense  of  the  municipalities  or  of  the  State. 
The  State  poor  maintained  in  the  State  establishments  are 
not  included  in  this  table.  It  is  well  to  bear  these  remarks 
in  mind  when  consulting  the  table. 

The  average  number  of  city  and  town  poor  fully  supported 
is  computed  in  the  First  Table  from  the  Inspector's  Regis- 
ters, verified  by  the  Overseers'  annual  return.  The  average 
number  of  the  poor  relieved  or  partially  supported  (the  out- 
door poor,  both  of  the  State  and  of  the  cities  and  towns)  is 
computed  from  the  returns  at  fixed  dates  made  by  the  Over- 
seers, and  is,  to  some  extent,  an  estimate.  Few  towns,  and 
no  cities,  give,  or  can  easily  give,  such  an  average  exactly ; 
and  even  the  number  receiving  out-door  relief  at  any  given 
time  in  a  city  or  town  is  not  always  returned  exactly,  though 
the  recent  returns  are  more  accurate  in  this  respect  than 
those  of  former  years.  Generally  speaking,  the  errors  in 
one  town  or  city  will  offset  those  in  another ;  but  it  may 
safely  be  assumed  that  the  average  number,  as  given  in  the 
table,  is  commonly  too  large,  rather  than  too  sun  11.  The 
table  also  gives  the  whole  number  of  different  persons  re- 
ceiving support  or  relief  during  the  year;  but  this  number, 
for  obvious  reasons,  is  always  too  large  when  brought  into 
an  aggregate  for  the  whole  State.  Many  persons  are  counted 
twice,  thrice,  or  even  five  times  in  such  an  a<r2rre£fate,  since 

7  GO        c5  ' 

they  may  have  been  and  sometimes  are,  in  the  same  year, 


44  HEALTH,  LUNAC7,  AND  CIIATUTY.       [Jan. 

THE    PAUPER   ABSTRACT. 

(1)  supported  or  relieved  by  more  than  one  town  and  also 
by  the  State  ;  (2)  supported  by  the  same  town  (a)  in  its 
almshouse,  (6)  in  some  lunatic  hospital,  or  (c)  relieved  by 
the  same  town  more  than  once  among  the  out-door  poor ; 
(3)  duplicated  by  mere  error  in  the  count  made  by  Over- 
seers. From  these  and  other  causes  of  error  in  the  old  way 
of  reporting  pauperism  in  Massachusetts,  it  has  been  thought 
best  to  adopt  the  English  method  of  counting  at  certain 
dates,  which  will  hereafter  be  three  in  the  year, — Jan.  1, 
when  the  poor  are  perhaps  most  numerous;  July  1,  when 
they  are  least  numerous;  and  April  1,  when  the  annual  re- 
turn closes.  The  Second  Table,  "  Census  of  Pauperism," 
will  show  what  has  been  the  pauper  population  of  Massa- 
chusetts at  these  dates  during  the  two  years  ending  July  1, 
1884,  and  it  may  safely  be  said  that  no  more  than  the  num- 
bers there  given  were  supported  and  relieved  at  the  times 
mentioned.  The  average  of  all  the  enumerations  for  the 
two  years  has  been  25,084 ;  while  the  average  population  of 
the  State  for  the  two  years  may  be  taken  as  1,950,000.  This 
would  give  an  average  of  about  one  pauper  to  every  78  of 
the  population.  It  may  be  noticed  that  pauperism  had  been 
steadily  declining  (allowance  being  made  for  the  season  of 
the  year)  from  1877  to  1882  ;  though  the  accumulation  of  the 
insane  poor  had  prevented  this  decline  from  showing  itself 
very  much  in  the  class  of  in-door  poor,  which,  with  us,  in- 
cludes the  insane  poor  in  hospitals  and  asylums.  Table  II. 
also  shows  the  number  of  the  insane  reported  by  the  cities 
and  towns  at  certain  dates  in  1883-84;  and  Table  III.  will 
give  the  distribution  of  such  of  these  as  were  in  almshouses 
in  April,  1884.  The  insane  supported  by  cities  and  towns 
in  hospitals  and  asylums,  with  their  assumed  cost,  are  also 
reported  in  Table  I.  ;  but  the  cost  there  given  is  too  low. 
It  no  doubt  exceeded  $425,000  for  the  year  ending  April  1, 
1884,  and  for  the  current  year  will  reach  $440,000. 

In  order  to  show  the  condition  of  pauperism  in  the  prin- 
cipal cities  and  towns,  we  give  two  tables,  V.  and  VI., 
made  up  from  the  official  returns  of  the  different  classes  of 
the  poor,  including  the  insane  and  vagrants,  in  the  twenty- 
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two  cities  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  fifteen  towns  containing, 
in  1880,  a  population  of  more  than  8,000.  These  tables  cover 
three  years,  and  are  taken  at  the  dates  (Jan.  1  and  July  1) 
when  the  number  of  the  poor  supported  and  relieved  is  at 
its  highest  or  its  lowest  point.  The  population  of  these 
cities  on  the  1st  of  June,  1880,  was  955,311 ;  and  of  the  fif- 
teen towns,  151,221.  The  whole  number  of  the  poor  fully 
supported  was,  in  the  cities  Jan.  1,  1882,  3,472;    Jan.  1, 

1883,  3,713  ;  Jan.  1,  1884,  3,799,  —showing  an  increase  in 
the  space  of  two  years  of  327,  more  than  half  of  which  is 
due  to  the  increase  of  the  insane  poor  in  that  period.  In 
the  fifteen  towns  the  number  fully  supported  Jan.  1,  1882, 
was  473  ;  Jan.  1,  1883,  503  ;  and  Jan.  1,  1884,  517.  Here 
the  increase  has  been  44  in  two  years,  while  the  insane  in 
these  towns  have  increased  42.  The  number  of  vagrants  also 
increased. 

The  number  of  persons  partially  supported  in  winter  in- 
creased, both  in  the  cities  and  the  large  towns.  In  the  cities 
Jan.  1,  1882,  10,030  persons  were  returned  as  partially  sup- 
ported;    a  year  later,  11,703,  and  on  the   1st  of  January, 

1884,  11,659,  — an  increase  of  sixteen  per  cent,  in  two  years. 
In  all  these  cities  and  towns  the  aggregate  of  the  poor  of  all 
classes  was  15,635  Jan.  1,  1882;  17,643  Jan.  1,  1883,  and 
17,768  Jan.  1,  1884, — the  increase  in  these  aggregate  dur- 
ing two  years  being  2,133  or  13  per  cent.  With  a  total 
population  of  1,107,032,  here  is  about  one  pauper  to  63  in- 
habitants. If  the  paupers  supported  by  the  State  in  estab- 
lishments, from  these  cities  and  towns,  were  added,  it  would 
bring  up  the  proportion  to  something  like  one  in  50  at  the 
season  of  the  year  when  the  largest  number  of  persons  need 
public  relief. 

While  the  number  of  the  poor  has  thus  been  increasing  at 
the  midwinter  season  in  these  cities  and  towns,  it  has  also 
been  increasing  but  less  rapidly  in  the  midsummer  season ; 
so  that  the  difference  between  the  numbers  reported  in  mid- 
summer and  midwinter  is  more  marked  than  it  was  two  years 
ago.  The  number  of  the  poor  of  all  classes  July  1,  1882, 
was  12,065  ;    July  1,  1883,  it  was  11,916 ;    July  1,  1884,  it 
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was  12,207  ;  an  increase  in  the  two  years  of  142,  of  whom 
139  were  fully  supported,  the  insane  increasing  209.  July 
1,  1884,  the  proportion  of  paupers  to  population  in  these 
37  cities  and  towns  was  one  to  90.  Taking  th6  returns  from 
the  whole  State,  there  appears  an  increase  of  pauperism  in 
winter,  and  a  smaller  increase  in  summer  up  to  the  latest 
dates  when  we  have  returns.  This  increase  in  summer  is  due 
wholly  to  the  gain  in  population  from  one  year  to  another, 
which  is  now  very  considerable.  This  gain  is  greatest  in  the 
summer  months,  when  pauperism  is  lowest,  but  it  is  consid- 
erable at  all  seasons.  It  may  therefore  be  said  that  since 
the  year  1881,  pauperism  has  ceased  to  diminish  in  Massa- 
chusetts because  the  population  has  so  largely  increased; 
and  it  is  not  probable  that  the  number  of  our  poor  will  ever 
be  smaller  than  it  was  in  1881.  Pauperism  will  certainly 
increase  as  soon  as  there  is  a  general  depression  in  business, 
or  any  serious  interruption  to  the  industrial  activity  of  the 
people. 

The  Financial  Tables. 

Tables  VTII.-XIV.  inclusive,  which  follow,  are  those 
which  have  been  published,  with  slight  changes,  every  year 
since  186*4,  to  show  the  population  and  financial  condition  of 
the  State  establishments  under  the  supervision  of  the  Board 
of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity.  They  are  intended  to  pre- 
sent consecutively  what  cannot  be  given  in  a  single  table,  — 
the  main  financial  features  at  each  establishment  for  the 
year,  with  some  reference  to  the  preceding  year.  These 
main  features  are,  the  number  of  inmates  provided  for;  the 
valuation,  real  and  personal,  of  the  establishment  in  which 
they  live ;  the  receipts  of  each  establishment,  with  the 
sources  of  income  ;  the  expenditures,  ordinary  and  extraor- 
dinary, with  an  estimate  of  those  which  are  properly  current 
expenses ;  the  pecuniary  standing  of  each  establishment  at 
the  end  of  the  year  (Oct.  1)  ;  and,  finally,  the  per  capita 
cost  in  each  of  the  main  articles  for  which  expense  is  in- 
curred. Table  XIII.  must  not  be  regarded  as  giving  a  per- 
fectly just  comparison  between  the  establishments  ;  for  many 
circumstances  exist  which  variously  affect  this  per  capita 
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cost  of  particular  articles.  In  a  general  way,  however,  it 
shows  the  facts  pretty  clearly.  The  large  per  capita  cost  in 
some  establishments  is  due  almost  wholly  to  the  small  num- 
ber of  their  inmates  during  the  year. 

In  Table  VIII.,  the  reader  should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
"  Whole  Sum  derived  from  the  State  Treasury,"  covers  both 
special  and  current  appropriations,  while  the  next  column, 
"  Net  Cost  to  State,"  only  gives  what  the  State  has  actually 
paid  out  (clear  of  all  reimbursements  and  special  loans)  for 
current  expenditure,  and  how  much  each  State  beneficiary 
has  cost  the  State  in  the  year.  It  should  be  specially 
observed  that  the  average  weekly  cost  given  under  the  "  Net 
Cost  to  the  State,"  is  computed  for  /State  patients  alone,  at 
the  lunatic  hospitals,  and  therefore  varies  from  the  true 
average  cost  to  the  public  of  all  the  patients. 

The  next  column  to  the  right,  m  Net  Cost  to  the  Public," 
is  new,  and  is  calculated  as  follows  :  the  sums  paid  out  at 
each  establishment  for  current  expense  (excluding  what  may 
be  construction  expenses)  are  increased  or  diminished  by 
the  decrease  or  increase  in  value  of  the  perishable  personal 
property ;  and  from  the  sum  thus  obtained  are  deducted  all 
receipts  from  labor,  from  sales,  etc.,  but  not  the  sums  col- 
lected for  the  board  of  inmates.  This  calculation  is  sup- 
posed to  give  very  near  the  actual  cost  to  the  whole  public 
of  carrying  on  each  establishment.  This  cost  is,  of  course, 
much  greater  than  the  cost  to  the  State,  which  only  in  part 
pays  for  the  support  of  persons  in  these  establishments ;  the 
cities  and  towns  and  private  citizens  paying  the  rest.  But 
the  cost  to  the  public,  calculated  for  any  particular  year,  in 
the  manner  mentioned  above,  may  not  be  exact,  and  will 
need  to  be  revised  after  a  period  of  years,  especially  if  there 
has  been  any  considerable  rise  or  fall  in  prices.  The  partic- 
ular sources  of  income  for  each  establishment  are  given  in 
Table  X.,  to  which  a  column  has  been  added,  "  Other 
Receipts  on  account  of  the  Establishments,"  containing  the 
sums  collected  for  board  of  inmates  by  the  superintendent 
of  In-Door  Poor.  In  this  table  of  receipts  it  is  to  be 
noticed  that  the  total  is  somewhat  swollen  by  miscellaneous 
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sums  received,  and  by  changes  of  investment  in  the  funds  of 
certain  establishments.  In  the  same  way  in  Table  XL,  the 
extraordinary  expenditures  include  the  reinvestment  of  funds, 
payments  into  the  State  treasury,  and  other  nominal  expen- 
ditures necessary  to  balance  the  account.  In  Table  XII. 
the  "  Balance  in  favor  of  the  Establishments,"  at  the  lunatic 
hospitals,  represents  an  amount  not  likely  to  be  much  in- 
creased or  diminished  in  any  one  quarter ;  but  the  balances 
at  the  other  establishments  will  be  diminished  or  exhausted 
(except  the  invested  funds)  by  the  expenses  incurred  dur- 
ing the  last  quarter  of  the  calendar  year.  It  is,  of  course, 
to  be  remembered  that  the  State  appropriations  are  made 
for  the  calendar  year ;  and.  these  tables  must  necessarily, 
therefore,  include  parts  of  two  yearly  appropriations. 

The  annual  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  Danvers  Hospital 
was  omitted  this  year  because  the  earnings  of  the  hospital  for 
the  last  two  years  have  largely  exceeded  its  expenses.  The 
surplus  at  all  the  lunatic  hospitals  is  now  fast  increasing, 
although  the  Northampton  surplus  has  been  diminished  dur- 
ing the  past  year  by  a  large  outlay  in  buildings  and  improve- 
ments, as  will  be  seen  by  Table  X.  The  receipts  at  several 
of  the  State  establishments  for  labor  and  sales  have  been 
larger  than  usual  during  the  past  year;  but  these  cash 
receipts,  except  in  case  of  the  lunatic  hospitals,  go  directly 
into  the  State  treasury,  and  do  not  increase  the  ' '  Balance  in 
favor  of  the  Establishment,"  in  Table  XII. 


1885.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT  — No.  17. 


49 


VALUATION   OF    STATE    ESTABLISHMENTS. 


e 

to 

53 

-to 


o 

•<s> 


-f—     +—     -*—             -i— 

<M 

^HoiTtnooooeooio 

CM 

r^. 

°    c 

MN  -  N  CO  O  h  O)  W  t|i 

o 

as 

«>  .2 

OiCOONOOOHNMiO 

oo 

CO 

g    3 

CO  00  *^  'O  Ol  - *  CO  CO  OS  t}H 

r^ 

as 

T-i'*ioox>coo-*oas 

CO 

is 

c   > 

NWHO-COtC^-H 

o 

CM 

CM                 rH  CM          rH 

CO 

€©■                                           i-H 

#©= 

os-^i^.'tfiior^O^'Oas 

tH 

00 

CO 

ococct>.occi05^Hio 

CO 

1—1 

r-l 

(NO'OOOGO'OOO't^. 

o 

CM 

O 

-*(N'0'OWnOCOO'* 

-*l 

CO 

B 

C0t>00CO'OC0**<O>Ot>. 

l>p 

CO 

_o 

©rp.'McocoOHOojtb 

as 

o 

s! 

.       r-OMOi'MHCOOOW 

CO 

O0 

3 

CO  ^*  "t»  CO  O  •<*•          CM  CO 

CM 

"3 

1— t                   1—1 

»o* 

F 

m= 

e©= 

io»o'coaoasr^cot>-*o-H 

CO 

to 

a 

MCtO-*^'OOCOCOO 

*H 

1— t 

a 

(N«0(ON*1'NN<000 

as 

as 

3 

NH-HOffiCOiOHffl 

1—1 

«o 

rS 

i-iCMCOt^t^CO't'O'tfcO 

^1 

> 

OJN'HCOiHfONiOOON 

iflT 

CO 

^ 

»<DNOOHNOOffl 

iO 

CO 

c3 

CM^^rf<cO-*i-tCMCO 

co^ 

O 

i— '                            rH 

"O 

<=©= 

<=©= 

3 
o       . 

r^iOQOoo^H-#coco*o-fi 

CO 

*o 

COOOTJIN-^O'OOOO 

CM 

§  t? 

^CDtflNOONHO'O 

rH 

'O 

Ph    S3 

iO  CO  i-h  i— ■  -rH  QO  CO  O  CC  co 

as 

CM 

«M         g. 

^IQiCrHC50(MW-^ 

o. 

l^ 

2       | 

(MOOCOr-COGJCO-t<(Nt> 

^" 

iO 

3     °H 

COMOOCOOi'MCCOOOH 

CO 

CO 

"3 

i— '                                             !— 1                         1— ( 

QO 

F 

S&= 

€©= 

d5 

COOOOCOCOOOOO 

as 

o 

.5 

OSOOOOSr-lOOOO 

o 

o 

2 

OOOOCOGOCOiOiO 

CO 

-h 

'3 

i-i  O  O  O  CO  —■ t  O  OS  CM  CM 

CO 

CO 

M 

OOOOt>OOCOr<OJO 

CO 

** 

*s 

~*iocoas^asoco-*co 

oo" 

!>•" 

o 

ascoast-^O'OrMasco^f 

Tf 

« 

Q0(N(M(MO(NH           rH 

°^ 

3 

G&                         r-T 

CO 

> 

€£= 

"d 

oooo      oo-^oo 

,_, 

5 

OOOO        O  O  CO  o  o 

oo 

oooo      o  o -h  «o  o 

as 

<M 

O  CO  O  O  #    OS  O  CO  iO  O 

oo 

* 

o 

O  co  ao  o       t—  as  co  co  cm 

as 

3 

CM  CO  ^±i  CO          -rfiCOCM-^t^. 

CM 

co  as  co  ^        CM  CM  CM  CM 

O 

I> 

CM  r-l 

co 

€©■ 

€©= 

**h 

CO                                             CO 

as 

O    im 

"t  r_?               .  "3    . °2    . 

as 

£     «>    2 

ao^asocoiOcoor^cd 

as 

co" 

■a     a     fl 
S    6    « 

2   o  j 

'f«HCO-fOi-t<(>lCO'X)N 

t>i 

CO          rHCOrHCMCMCMCMi— 1 

rH 

g« 

CM 

"73 

.    .                    ® 

a> 

&       %  o      „- 

5  g  §  £  §  *:h  §  g  § 

a 

§ 
3 

CO 

s 

1 

a> 

3 

3 

GO 

Hz 
o 
H 

o 

Ph 

c§ 

'o 
o 

'o 
9Q 

50 


HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.       [Jan. 


THE    STATE    ESTABLISHMENTS. 


00 

oo 


&3 


CO 

e 

HO 

to 
to 

to 

*■. 

I 


o 
•2 

-io 

I 

CO 


►4 


rop- 
State 

j 

0)0(NONiO«:(N(0  05 

CO 

o 

ecooo-tiOriNOiH 

CO 

»o 

*    •  I 

CMO-^ioco^oscoosTti 

CM 

^ 

■a  fl  S-  - 

hO^N^COOh^n 

GO 

h* 

a'^T 

Q 

O  <N  o  •<*  O.  ■>*  CM^  -*  c^  ao 

OS. 

CM 

s  ©  a 

<U 

oT  OS  o  oT  t>T  00  co  of  co 

cm" 

cm" 

I    >»  .£ 

1— I       1— 1       1— 1 

OS 

0} 

<=©= 

€©= 

2  '» 

tOOO5OQNiOQ0(M!M 

ao 

t^ 

5  -S 

i  i 

"c 

Cft0010?00«0'Or-W 

CO 

OS 

1 

(MO'tNOOHOONWiO 

co 

CO 

s    c 

OO^oiOi'Oi'h.'-ao 

CO 

CM 

fa  ^ 

Jj 

■*(NN00CO(N<-i^-l>.Q0 

r-4 

OS 

&  -2 

a. 

NWN'1,(NT)1HCO'<tr-l 

^" 

i-H 

r<      "^ 

ft 

i—i                        i— 1  r-H 

t^ 

S-S 

<£* 

Q&= 

to 

e    - 

NOOOOtOKXCOO 

CO 

o 

.3       CO 

• 

OOOOOOCOOINIMO 

co 

o 

•o   "£2 

e 

5     a 

OJ 

O  O  t^  O  iO  — i  rt<  CO  oc  iO 

*o 

pq   a 

a 

OiOIMCOO^NH^N 

o 

CO 

■§  - 

u 

£©  «3  rH  »0  i-^  CO.  O.  CO  CO  t>- 

CO 

CO 

§  « 

c3 

Pi 

oofcocM"t^os"co"co,CM 

CM 

CM 

JS 

<D 

CM          i—(  r-i  tH  i— 1 

PQ 

A 

€©= 

€©= 

t^©OOOSCOO©i—iO 

CO 

O 

-cHOOOCOCMOC-©© 

CO 

o 

to 

QOOOOO^COOI^.0 

co 

o 

b    C 

Si 

i-h©©-*co©os©oo©. 

o 

o 

a>    oa 

3 

NCOOCONOTiHOOOr- 

CO 

«o 

C     ,fl 

'     ^1 

X 

(Nt>NQDt^Or-i(M(N 

o 

CM 

5 

CD          CO           HThHJOH        / 

co 

5   ^ 

€©= 

rM 

£ 

t& 

1 

(MOOOiOOOOiOM 

>o 

o 

«  S 

ra 

0<X>©©^f©*0©OSCO 

■qi 

»o 

be    P 

4J 

COCOOiO'CtO'O^CO'* 

CO 

^ 

ra    .2 

a 

iOO^rtN(CCOiQt>05 

CM 

CO 

'£     & 

,2 

CO  iO  CO  l>^  CM  -^  CM  t^.  !-«.  O 

t>^ 

Tfl 

03     <) 

p. 

iC*        CM  Co"  -tf  -^5"  CM  CO  CM  t-T 

o" 

°    T3 

a 

€©= 

CO 

G 
03 

€©= 

iO      oo«ot>-oosoo 

^ 

o 

a 

O          OCMCMOOiOOr-iOO 

OS 

o 

t>      03 

r^         OOMMiOMOOO 

qo 

iO 

«     N 

ej 

t^.           HHIMHCONON 

CM 

£     J§ 

A 

iQ          CMC^iOt>-CMTlHGOCO 

OS 

CM 

fit     ^ 

o 

iO         HN'OOCOCOfM 

CO 

.          *     <g 

€©= 

OOOOOOOCMOO 

CM 

o 

•g     | 

OOOOOO'O'Xi'OO 

CO 

»o 

-2   «* 

rHOO(N05N'-((N(NN 

o 

CO 

0Q     fa 

aiooomtocomcoo 

CM 

1— 1 

0)      CJ 

cocmt— taioooio^ocjo— ' 

O 

CO 

£  & 

co       -^»ocoaococo"*iCM 

OS 

1-5  fl 

^= 

•*# 

o 

€©« 

'O 

09 

©••■'■ 

* 

CD 

-r  m 

T5 

r2       c  fl 

a 

W 

1 

s 

1 

co 
pq 

H 

w^-c  ffi  *S  J3  ^  7^  M  ° 

J)    H    O    5!    m    03    0)    ou    2 

^^S"EJa^T3P«5 

• 

3 

0) 

S3 

Is 

t-> 

o 
H 

'o 
o 

o 
OQ 

1885.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  17. 


51 


VALUATION    OF    STATE    ESTABLISHMENTS. 


c 
o 
O 


e 

o 

t 

o 


03 

e 


N'OOOOO^'^OOtD'O'*     I 

CO 

•o 

C0O«0^l>'*O'O(X)O 

CM 

r-1 

©cocoNoa>N-HO'C    1 

_H 

iO 

"3 

lQMrHr-lr|<XlCCOC0«O       I 

OS 

CM 

+-< 

•*WiOH05CO(N^Ht 

O 

r^ 

H 

(N0OQO*H«DC5Wf(MN 

-H 

o 

CO  CO  30  00  OT  (M  CO  CC  O  >-i 

CO 

CO 

CO 

€©= 

€£= 

^ 

^               O                            CO  "O 

^ 

CO 

■2 

b-               O                            CM  iO 
1      1            1      1      1      1 

»o 

'-' 

09 

a> 

a 

O               O                            CM  CO     I 

co 

OS 

©             o                        «Q  © 

»o 

o 

0    5 

IO 

o           o,                   "*  °i. 

CO 

CM 

fc4 

CO                 CM                               iO  CO 

r>T 

co" 

a 

C»                 tH                                 lO 

r^ 

CM 

hH 

c@> 

oooooooooo 

o 

>> 

oooooooooo 

o 

| 

8 

OOOOOiOOt-OO 

CM 

,0 

iCOOOOI^-O-rtiiOO 

00 

•3 

iO  CM  CD  O^CO  CD  CN  CO^CD  CD 

cp^ 

©o©^©oo©>oco 

•O 

o 

GOCMO^'COrHOCiC^'-i 

OS 

o 

« 

CMOiOCOCO-^OOCMCO 

co 

o 

V 

lOt^-OCM-fOOOO-— < 

CO 

o 

£ 

oq,  »o  occM^qt-Hq 

CO 

CD 

•f  (N  H  >c5  O*  CO  H  ON  n  H 

00 

T— 1 

€@=                         tH 

CO 

ooooocooooo 

CO 

O 

OJ 

OOC^OOCOOOOO 

CO 

o 

to  >o 

5   a 

.l 

OOOOOCOOOOiO 

co 

o 

I 

iOOONONt)IiQiO(N 

ft  * 

N^COO^^HCMH 

00 

3 

<*                  rH- 

CONiOiQCOiO>ONOO 

co 

o 

B 

in 

cDOCJCoaj-^cocDco^ 

CO 

o 

o 

OMCOCOOOONN'tCO 

o 

o 

"T     c 

o> 

CO  CO  'O  N  Q  C5  ■*  (M  ifj  t>- 

CM 

iO 

o    a 

y 

OOCMOiCO.-'COiOCOC^CO 

CO 

CM 

Pn 

o 

.    ■*+  CO  CM  CM  CM  CO         ih 

CO- 
CM 

QOWOl^O^^^HOS 

CO 

"O 

CO  "t  CO  CO  CM  O  «D  05  iO  CN 

1° 

■ 

o 
o 

»«^(MCO^cOCMrHCOt>. 

o 

O 

1^  CO  O  'O  N  fM  (M  OS  CN  N 

CM 

CO  CM  CO  CO  »  O  CM  OiiQ  (N 

*0 
4©= 

o 

COO          CO  CO  >— '  "+<  — iiQO 

o 

•a 

. 

COCO         CO  ■*  CO  (M  O  CO  O 

T*t 

a     2> 

* 

II 

CO  ~           ^30CC5H^O 

C5 

-fCM           CDt^CJCO^CT5r-H 

'O 

•O     o 

CO  1--         r-^  to  CO,  -r  ©,  CO,  cc 

C7> 

^*                CM  r-T  CtT  i-h  CO~  "* 

s  b 

t^ 

« 

„ 

T3 

*    CD      *      *      * 

• 

o 

H 

^3      <»  5 

a 

1 

35 
« 

H 
CO 

W 

--  .  -I   -§|  --3  • 

.c  .c   3  0  =  |  -r   c  «   5 

o 

H 

o 

CP 

o 
o 

o 

CO 

52 


HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.       [Jan. 


THE    STATE    ESTABLISHMENTS. 


-* 

l_ 

OJ 

r_l 

^ 

-H 

o 

ss 

oo 

© 

1  © 

© 

4-  smara 

o 

1-H 

CM 

>Q 

t- 

CO 

CO 

•«# 

© 

:  M 

© 

o 

c/o 

-f 

OS 

>.o 

t- 

CM 

o 

00 

© 

1    GO 

r-l 

-qsnqujsg  aqj  jo  ;unoo 

© 

CO 

eo 

CI 

00 

CO 

lO 

© 

CO 

© 

CM 

00 

'  °i. 

oo 
CM 

»v   «o 

e^diaoaH    aaino 

4ft 

OH 

o 

CO 

cm" 

T-H 

"«* 

cm" 

co" 

© 

o 

CO 

CO 

CM 

JO 

CO 

CO 

© 

© 

00 

irs 

CM 

CD 

OJ 

oo 

© 

© 

■* 

* 

00 

•sjuaraqsiiqBjsa 

© 

CO 

§ 

o 

03 

o 

00 

© 

I- 

CM 

KO 

«fl 

.« 

o 

CO 

"O 

oo 

°l 

"*, 

CM 

>fl 

iO 

aiU  ?b  ' 

,_r 

co" 

oT 

CM 

©" 

rf 

*-? 

^ 

"<* 

j-T 

CO 

00 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

00 

CM 

co 

"*      i 

r-t 

© 

4ft 

4ft 

to 

CD 

** 

Oi 

OO 

CM 

§ 

© 

C-1 

© 

cm 

X9 

>* 

CM 

CM 

CO 

_ 

•O 

p_l 

sO 

-J< 

CO 

CO 

_, 

CM 

,_( 

,_l 

'saacmog;  jatpo  \\v  moid 

CM 

CO 
CO 

CO 

00 
CO 

eo 

CO 

CO 

CO 

©^ 

© 

CO 

co" 

CM 

^r 

ifl" 

4ft 

4ft 

rH 

O 

§ 

CO 

s 

© 

•sib 

o 

-* 

cs 

CO 

© 

H 

CM 

s^ 

00 

CM 

« 

CO 

eo 

to 

■* 

o 

-npiAtpui    moj^ 

c<r 

of 

sO~ 

tH 

o 

Cm 

CO 

co 

© 

S3 

CO 

4ft 

4ft 

© 

-H 

fc- 

-* 

<M 

»fl 

co 

CM 

© 

>rt 

1 

CM 

>n    • 

PS 

^_ 

© 

3 

<N 

05 

' 

'  < 

CO 

■<* 

o 

o 

co 

05 

»- 

Eh 

•sumox  TOOJ.J 

00 

eo" 

00 

CD" 

5r 

~ 

CO 

4ft 

iO 

CO 

fc- 

cS 
4ft 

^ 

CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

© 

© 

to 

Cl 

>o 

OO 

fc- 

CO 

CM 

?H 

o 

CM 

1 

•sajBmui  jo 

U3 

8 

iC 

Ifl 
CM 

it- 
cm 

CM 
CM 

© 
© 

CO 

»« 

oo 

"t 

l-» 

e» 

•icqui  ©i 

\%  pub  rajB^j  rao-ij 

CM 

4ft 

** 

«o 

■* 

io" 

4ft 

© 

G> 

OJ 

00 

so 

. 

CO 

. 

© 

-* 

-suojj 

§ 

8 

CO 
00 

CO 

Ifl 

© 

© 

-Budoad 

dy  iBiosdg  raoa.j 

CD 
CO 

CO 
00 

oo 
cm" 

1— 

<M 

k 

4ft 

++ 

€ft 
Ifl 

~~ to 

CO 

CM 

co 

3 

o 

^* 

© 

© 

CM 

<N 

vH 

"<* 

© 

00 

CO 

© 

Eh 

•sasuad 

00 

o 

CM 

8 

CO 

C5 

■CO 

■<* 

© 

© 

CM 

no 

a 

« 

-xj  jxi9jjno 

»fl 

ifl 

oo 

QO 

O 

to 

© 

°l 

CM 

00 

CO 

© 

en 

joj      suoijBud 

^ 

^J" 

© 

t-^" 

o" 

CD 

TjT 

^ 

oT 

CD 

iO 

cm" 

(3 

-dy   raojj'  moj. 

CO 

4ft 

M 

CM) 

CM 

CO 

OS 

CO 

o 

CM 

Ifl 

CO 

o 

€ft 

o 

t- 

o 

3 

CD 

CO 

© 

© 

CO 

© 

K    a? 

-* 

os 

CO 

CO 

rK 

© 

© 

t~ 

S    1 

•JB8A  JBpua 

CM 

-* 

CM 

CO1 

CM 

i« 

© 

,_< 

^ 

tH 

n* 

© 

05    SB 

"IBf)   JU9S9Jd  JO 

GO 

t 

oo 

CM 

<* 

Ifl 

c0- 

CD 

to 
© 

eo 
©_ 

CO 
00 

00 

© 

?  £ 

suoijBiidojddy 

»fl 

CO 

oT 

oT 

CO" 

CD" 

sf 

cm" 

CM 

CO" 

oo 

5« 

XjBuipJo      UIOJ^ 

4ft 

CM 

t- 

X* 

CM 

Ifl 

CM 

4ft 
CM 

© 

CO 

Ifl 

co 

Ifl 

Ifl 

© 

CM 

GO 

OJ 

CO 

O 

o 

eo 

CO 

(M 

© 

o 

o 

•g.iBaA"  JBpuaiBQ 

ifl 

m 

© 

Jt_ 

CD 

^ 

CI 

eo 

00 

»fl 

CO 

>fl 

jauuoj  jo  suoi; 

t— 

a- 

CO 

co 

OS 

o 

CD 
CC 

o 

© 

CO 

°v 

© 

CO 

fn 

-Biadoiddy     pa 

t6" 

go" 

o 

CD* 

cT 

©" 

© 

t-^ 

eo 

CM 

^*" 

"1 

-piiadxaufi  raojj 

4ft 

rH 

© 
4ft 

■* 

co 

§ 

05 

o 

T# 

eo 

CO 

»* 

CO 

. 

. 

. 

© 

CO 

Q 

•puBq  uo 

o 

CO 

o 

o 

CD 

CD 

s 

§ 

■5  rn 

o^ 

°°^ 

O 

CM 

© 

»ffl 

qsBQ     aiqeiiBAy 

<M 

©" 

"* 

oo" 

CO* 

SB  rH" 

4ft 

4i 

m 

ifl 

00 

5  o 

>o 

' 

. 

CM 

© 

■* 

^sjuamisaA 

3 

© 

CO 

© 

CM 

© 

"5 
ifl 

CO 

»o 

© 

CO 

CM 

O 

-ui    puB    spuria 

«fl~ 
4ft 

»fl 

eo 

© 

€ft 

CO 
CM 

CO 

aT 

13 

H 

oT 

CO 

'O 

71 
g 

H 

CO 

►3 

f 

*p\ 

3 

a 

o 

as 

<1 

ft 

CO 

o 

'E, 

CO 

O 

w 

C 

o 

CO 

O 

CO 

P 
o 

■s 

I 

S3 
O 

-a 

o 

o 

O 

Xi 

m 

-a 

o 

o 

a 
S 

CO 

co 

<i) 

o 
o 

CO 

V 

1 

w 

C 

o 
c 

a, 

1 
1 
1 

w 

CO 

u 

<D 

t> 

s 

ft 

cy 

e8 

60 

n 

o 
QQ 

C 

o 

CO 

B 

1 

P 
O 
Fh 
O 

CO 

co 
CJ 

c 

ea 

"5 
o 
Eh 

O 

o 

•§ 

CO         1 

O     CB 


Q)     co     •" 


1885.]  PUBLIC   DOCUMENT— No.  17. 


53 


EXPENDITURES    OF    THE    STATE    ESTABLISHMENTS. 


3 
22 

CO 


6Q 
V 


CO 

I 

HO 


oo 

W 
m 
•a 

W 

H 
Z 
H 

« 

B 

Expenses 
of  Trustees, 
Inspectors, 
or  Superin- 
tendents. 

N  CO  -i  N  O  N  Ol  N  O  to 

C5-*CO^I>COCSCOOtO 

(MCO'-H'-H'^OOOOOO 
'aCNOCOCii-iCOiCO'O 

*   * 

1  co 
|  5= 

CO 

i— i 

CO 

>>     • 

U        SO 

C     « 

S     ft 

c    » 
O   M 

HON"*H(M!fllOOCl 
050tO^HCOiOl>CO!M 

NONHW!M^COC5N 
COO'-iO^ICOOitHcO'-' 

CCCOiOHCS'^HfN         t— i 

oo 
r^ 

»0 

OO 
co" 

>N 

<=©= 

CO 
CO 

oo 
oo 

CO 

Transporta- 
tion and 
Travelling 
Expenses. 

HTfONCONHiONN 
Oi^CNNOCONO(MN 

COOO^a>CO<CMCOCiC<JOO 

CS'OCOCOCOCOOJ'-Ol'Xl 
CH^COOl'-HflOOOtO 

1    ^ 

1 

Furniture, 
Beds  and 
Bedding. 

OCO-lWN(MCOO)OiH 
COt>-OCOO}COCNt>."«tiCO 

CO  CO  CO  Oi  O.  <J>  CO  -^  rH  N 
OTOCO'*'0-+ONCOCC 
COOOCOi-*-*CiO«©  «o 
lO  CN  >o  CO  -*  r-T  ,-i~  i-T 
€©= 

CO 

°i 
co" 
<cm 

€©= 

Medicines 

and  Medical 

Supplies. 

NCOlMCO'OOi'NONN 
(NCONCONCOON>0!N 

COOCOOOCO"+"OJCT5COOi 
lOCOWNCSNHNHX) 
COiCO^HaiWtMHHH 

-«      oi  r-T     of 

1° 

cn> 
O 

1    «©= 

t^ 

co 

00 

o!     g 

3    ^ 

$13,126  67 
8,140  12 

11,642  34 
6,893  01 

12,793  10 

12,483  53 
3,660  42 
4,718  14 
1,177  49 
1,058  76 

CO 
uO 

CO 
O 

co 
*o" 

o 

CO 

CO 
CO 

© 

CN 

til 

c 
3 
o 
D 

cr-  <cn  >o  — •  »o  co  o  co  co  cnj 
cococooioioascjiT—o 

•+-+COOO  - '  <C  O-l  Oi  CO 
O  CO  'O  00  iO  «— '  'O  —i  "+1  iO 
O  "*  CO,  ©,  -  N  -^  q,  r-  »o 
r^"  co  t>T  co  -*"  oo"  co  <f  oi  i-T 
<E© 

CO 

o 

CO 

•>* 

CO 

»o 
1— t 

Provisions 

and 
Supplies. 

CO(NC0iO00C5O^>OCD 
COi-HCNGN^OO-tlOO^ 

ciuo^or^co^cr>ao-ti 

M^r^COCOOSNCN'fl^ 

ThCtqicj^H  CN  Oi  00  C7^ 

oT  ^"  o"  r>T  t^T  »o  o*  'O  t>  co 

-t<CN*OCNTt<CO~Hi-i 
4©= 

§ 

CM 

o" 

CO 

CO 

CO 

o 

Salaries, 

Wages  and 

Labor. 

C5i»i<50iOH^C0001 
«(NhOhh(N(N005 

-**  CO  — *  (M  05  O  'O  tO  ©  O 
'-'MX'MOCftCiH-.'M 
CO.  CO.  o,  e»  •-*  O  OS  CO.  C3S  00. 

»-«  o"  ">r  t^r  30  ©»  oo"  co"  co"  co" 

•*  Ol  W  !N  i"  h          i-ii-l 
0» 

o 

o 
o 

CN 

co" 
CO 

Ci 

CO 

-ri 

03 

H 

a 

K 

CO 

C3 

CO 

» 

Worcester  Hospital, 
Worcester  Asylum,  . 
Taunton  Hospital,     . 
Northampton  Hospital,     . 
Dan  vers  Hospital,     . 
Tewkshury  Almshouse,    . 
Bridgewater   Workhouse, 
Modsod  School, 
Westborough  School, 
Lancaster  School, 

O 

H 

School  for  Feeble-Minded, 

54  HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.       [Jan, 


THE    STATE    ESTABLISHMENTS. 

•S1U9piI91 

W^iO>OWOiGO'ONC^ 

CM 

CO 

"* 

-uu»dns    am   -£q 

'*rHl>.COCOl>.asCM'<HCM 

^ 

CO 

P. 
to 

paiBtniisa  sb  isoq 

COSO-COCOCOi-HCO<Mr^iO 

CO 

CO 

X I  5[  9  9  A\      9SBJ9AV 

"3 

» 

00  O  >Q  M  CO  N  O  O)  CO  OS 

o 

o 

o 

"S 

OCO^COCOQ00  05t>.(> 

GO 

CM 

"3    I 

W-f-H^'COOiQNH 

h- 

-H 

1 

.2    § 

iOX^OCC00NI>-sDiO 

CO 

CM 

o 

S   B 

-*  OS  ■<+  CM  GO  rf  -*  *—  GOO 

GO 

O 

o 

H      g 

»<?     .s 

Cj'Mh<0C0'-<O'*ON 

CO 

»o 

CO 

CONC005"*0-*iOCOH 

CO 

CM 

C3             cd 

s 

m* 

00 

£     a 

W)           o 

£        •" 

OS  CM  CM  t>-  Ci  «— '(NONCO 

r> 

h>. 

£«             V-l 

O                CD 

o3              S-. 

CMCMCOO"<tftOCOCMCOQO 

o> 

i  >>  3 

«       B 

r3 

w     b    2 

O^.>}r-Or-<1>NGO^ 

o 

tH 

a> 

w  I   « 

NCDC0O05WOi0Q0iM 

CO 

co 

°        c 

^  '"i.  °3.  ^  ^  "^l  °3.  ^  °°» '"i. 

o 

t>. 

■— •   <ro    S 

3 

5          & 

>o'  05*  o"  O  00*  o*  »o  CO  >o  H 

rJ 

rrj               CS 

S         « 

€©=          i-H   rH 

r^ 

O          M 

o 

£§■ 

-d     • 

c 

i     S    "S 

o 
Q 

[ 

«    co     os 

1  1 

-H  -Hi                        W  <M  H  N  CO 

CO 

O     3   o 

W 
co 

OS  O                        nCOHCOCO 

I      J      1 
CM  O                       GO  t^-  t-  00  Tf 

GO 

} 

lis.  ■ 

i 

co  o              •  co  »o  *-h  go  cm 

CO 

2  "3  ^ 

00 

P+ 

•3    tj 

"^                           »C_  CO,  t^,  3D  r^. 

»o 

5  « ■•« 

w    5 

co    j3 

«-H                             (Nio'tNO* 

Os" 

-13     2     B 

^> 

5    .2 

€©=                            *     *     •*—# 

<*H       ^ 

P* 

€©> 

0         &      £ 

§ 

K 

*»>       a» 

.09 

>» 

co  ao  as       r-  co       ■*       o 

Ni 

!h- 

11 1 

s 

K 
O 

Ttl   rH  CO           "H/l  CO           CO           O 

1               1          ( 

cm  t-i  co       o  ao       cm       o 

CM 

tH 

00  ^  « 

i) 

Si     «3 

io  »-i  co       co  co       ^       o 

9 

CO 

o>    cp    © 

<5> 

H 

•O  -^CO        '"t^       t>-        ■** 
€&5aTao       t-hcm 

CO 
CO 

t> 

rrt     fl    H* 

to 

e 

®    'S    *~l 

CO 

OS         CO  h~  CM  co         o 

r^. 

^     *    ^% 

$5 

en             S 
bo           a/ 

00        OlOON        >c 
tH         iO  i-i  CO  ^H         h. 

O 

I 

O     c    » 

»< 

2   §    > 

lO          C7i  OS  CO  -H          OS 

OS 

CD     g     CD 

9  8  * 

TO 

'S         £ 

os_      co  r^cM^c?^       cm 

H 

■*o 

fa       S. 

^         HiON 

00 

?     2      3 

C5 

s 

1-4 

€&                rH 

CM 

©5 

^§= 

OS;  *■>      P* 

•d 

O0t)Wu3-*(i-"-PN?D'X> 

CO 

co 

oi    TJ     co 

•a 

s 

NOQOCH^OOCOO 

GO 

o 

e*     -   o 

-4-»         S* 

■^  s  s 

^ 

•jj 

M    5    3 

H  CO  -i  CO  Ol  CJ  CO  CO  05  CO 

CO 

o 

^             8          ;2 

ss 

s 

1    1  1 

OOOlQD'HCO'O'-'-NCN 

CO 

CO 

B    "5|     y 

S 

o 

h  co  o  -^  h-_  o  w-^csx 

CO 

t^ 

C3     s     o 

^ 

O 

H  5  I 

■^h"  co"  r-T  o  go"  co"  -^  o~  oT  co" 

>o 

■hT 

^   I    -2 

Ji    be  « 

1 

f, 

COCOCNCCCO^COiO^-i 

CO 

CM 

■ 

CO 

» 

co 
3 
Ed 

H 

€©=                       *"" 

1 

^    Ed 

O  ^0  CO  CM  O  'O  "-O  CM  CO  CO 

^ 

O 

fcH     co     ctt 

X 

GOt^OCOCMiOOSOSOSQO 

r-CNO^CSCCONOO 

CO 

CM 

00 
CM 

*    >C    a> 

55 

O     s->     « 

CMCOOS^-^'— iCONiOCS 

OS 

CO 

cd  pq   cu 

^35  ^ 

8 

3 

S 

w 
9 

SB® 

^  g  » 
o 

UOCN(M  GO,  r-  t  >^  CO_  CO,  CO  GO 
O*"  "*  »0  t>^  »0  GO*"  CM*"  CO  CM 

t-H                            rH 

CO^ 
CO 

OS. 

tH 

3     B    CQ     (o 

ES  *rt  ■  «    *•* 

£  2  5  .3 

1 

cd" 

•73 
CP 

02 

.       -       ._*       •    CD     rH       •       •       • 

^    .     ."g       gi       o 
^  a    ^  g-  -^J4      o    w 
*=  bh  ?h'S  ^    '_d_r 

T3 

s 

1 

CD 

the  State 
!7.20  was 
xpenses i 
bese  sun] 

DO 

h-r 
►4 

Worcester  Hospi 
Worcester  Asylu 
Taunton  Hospita 
Northampton  He 
Danvers  Hospita 
Tewksbury  Alms 
Bridgewater  Wo 
Monson  School, 
Westborough  Sc 
Lancaster  School 

. 

3 

CD' 
CD 

Payments  into 
Of  this  sum,  $S 
This  includes  e 
In  addition  to  t 

8, 

3 

H 

o 
H 

a 

'o 
o 

o 
w 

*      4—  -M-  =  TJ 

s 

3 

1885.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  17. 


55 


EXPENDITUEES    OF    THE    STATE    ESTABLISHMENTS. 


OC 

c0 


OS 

s 

Cb 

| 

.05 


o 


s 

c 
S 

I 

x 


Balance  in 
Favor  of  the 
Establish- 
ments^ 

lOOOCOOCDOCNOCNCO 

COCN00©t-~CNCN«— iCOOi 
T^^GO^O^t^t^CO^CO^ 

o"  ■-? co" rC as  co" co~ r-T of t^ 

l^(Mr-<CN-*CN^-lr-lcO 

€©= 

$318,283  28 
25,049  46 

m 
'A 

as 
o 
w 
M 

Total  Resources 

applicable  to 

Expenses. 

C0rtlOM<lC'CNt^-*050i 

lOCONTHHOCNOffiN 

i— coco-^cocooot^-ooco 

lOTJHHNmlNNCOOOO 
0'-^cq^CDi0^t>^COiCN>CN  lO 

tiT  co"oT»o'»-h  co"co"(m"~co' co" 

t-CNCOCOCOCNln-(r-lrH 

$303,349  60 
10,490  28 

S  .2        ! 

s  .2 

d.   a 
x  2 

13  -«S 

$26,726  02 

16,329  27 

12,167  04 

13.208  99 

3,588  79 

$72,020  71 
9,499  24 

a3 

P5 

$38,528  40 
17,552  14 
30,428  57 
21,908  85 
36,229  15 

© 
to. 
cT 
•o 

Cash  on  Hand 
including 
Funds. 

$42,123  90f 

8,594  50 

2,385  13 

13,765  59 

25,714  00 

100  00 
55,452  22| 
3,903  65+ 

$152,038  89 
24,250  22 

n 

w 

H 

3 

< 

3 

$10,186  78 
4,917  79 

13.924  31 
8,672  41 

12,161  54 

550  00 

$50,412  83 
8,700  00 

03     == 

»  3 

s 

$6,404  72 
3,257  64 

10,409  04 
4,864  94 
7,069  61 

550  00 

$32,555  95 
*8,700  00 

J3 

•c   « 
en 

$3,782  06 
1,660  15 
3,515  27 
3,807  47 
5,091  93 

GO 

CO 
30 

§9= 

CO 

H 

S5 
W 

3 

pa 

H 

« 

Worcester  Hospital,       .... 
Worcester  Asylum,       .... 

Taunton  Hospital, 

Northampton  Hospital, .... 

Danvers  Hospital, 

Tewksbury  Almshouse, 
Bridgewater  Workhouse, 

Monson  School, 

Westborouph  School,    .... 
Lancaster  School, 

Total 

School  for  Feeble-Minded,    . 

»J  © 


£ 


IpI 


£    55 


all 

O 


era    l— 


<!  t- 


o    £  eo 
Co"5 


M    g     & 

a   o   a 


a    o 


oo 


»   5 


Oh  •-» 
9-    O 


^     toiD  £h  O 

d.S    .  B 

2  ^,  -•  2 

°.   o  °.  £ 


o     *+ 


.2   o 


a  fl  in    C 

'O  C    CO     4) 

C  3#ft 

fa  T3    =     ^ 


0L      CD 

e3  ja 


HEALTH.  LUNACY.  AND  CHARITY. 


THE    STATE    E? 


* 


— 


_-  --  -  -  r 
x  - —  -    -  _- 

-  -  ^  N  ^  r  X 


?      - 

£  5  - 


-  r    --------  - 

_    ^  -  -    ^    ^  -   -    —  ---       — 


h- 

"~?    "•-  -  -1    - 

,-_---_-_-         _ :   r     - 

:.       r-:  -.     -- 

--_--_•_--- 

«§= 

^= 

_    e    s    -      -      _ 

^ 

_     _    _ 

r 

-    ■ 

- 

- 

— 

=a& 

* 

,.,        ,;  — 

<#« 

_ 

f-r--^__   :-.-, 

- 

- 

^= 

=3& 

.-              a   —    -  3 

r:       -  -  -  .7 

_ 

■'  ■  -  ~     --— "    i-T:  : 

—  —  —  —  —    _           _    _    —    _ 

- " 

3g= 

^ 

>=    ; 

-:->      -"7-  — 

:  :  -        --. :         .  - 

- 

- 

GS 

=3& 

:    -  C    -OS»^00«« 

~ 

:s  -  r  n    ■■:: 

r            ------- 

-_                 -__ 

— 

— 

= 

m= 

_  -        x  ac    -  - -« 

, 

- 

r     -  -   c    -     "     "                    - 

- 

r —  -    r~.  —  - 

- 

- 

-   —  —    -    -     _  _  ■  -    - 



i- 

=    -     -  -  r     -               - 

— 

:  :-       ::       _  ^r 

-     _     -   _   -     =   _     .  _   -     - 

— 

S 

^= 

oa        —   -    j:        j         - 

- 

-   —     — »    —     -.-"■--      -     -    — 

r* 

--      -    •          : 

—    -    "                •  •    —     "    - 

- 

^= 

^ 

T     T  =*. 


-  -    .    =    !  <   -    2  ~    -    : 

-  -  S  -    >  =  ~    -  '-'-  - 

|||J|-|  Iflff       | 


1885.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  17, 


57 


THE    STATE    ESTABLISHMENTS. 


AM99AV 

(0t>H(NN'MCiO5O00 

C0050OTt>NH(Na)«0 

COCOCOCOCOi-iCOGNCOs* 

o 

CO 

CM 

CO 

'co 

•sasuadxg 

oooooooooo 
oooooooooo 

oooooooooo 
oooooooooo 

(>)_  (N  (N  O  W  N  -^  ^  N  0_ 

t-T  <m"  co  _"  ad  aT  r>T  on  o  -*" 

O 

o 

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
1 

o 
o 

rH 
GN 

•isoo 

98BJ3AV 


•83SU0Clxa 


CO  r-  Is.  O  (M  M  (M  CO  (N  ?0 

q  «  a^  q  cs  n  m  oq  co 
cT  t>T  t>T  to"  o  co  to  of  cr>  co" 

COMrH(M(M»(N«5rHrt 


9111   raOJJ  p  )AIJ 

-9p  rans  'aioqAi 


•s9i;uBH0J0 
aojoadsui  9qj 
A"q  pg^ndraoo 
J9quin^  93bj9av 


•8q;B9Q 


•pguieiuiBH 
agqiunjsi     0[oqAV 


•pgj 
•jiaipv    BU0SJ9J 


coocoo^ojcocoasco 

"00'+COGO^H'*ts.(M 
N  N  CO  O,  CO  C>  CO  !>]_  Q  CC 

i-T  r>T  ad  r>T  oo  ad"  -^~  •*  aT  co 

COHCNCMCOOiCOOOlr-c 


OICTSO-ON  ■»*  "* 

cr>  cq  o  o  <-;     _  o  c?i  cq  on 
O  c  Cfc  co  iO  o  co  co  co  <-* 

iO  CT5  OM  CO  O   O  CO  Ol  ON  CO 

_T       * 


I     I     I     I     I 


NCMiOiO-"Q05COH 
iO  Tfi  CO  CN  O  CM 

T-l    ON 


N«O0!C0ts.O-NC0 
OS^CJiOCM-^OCOtMM 


t--rs.co^cO'^'-irs--Huo 

-+'fi|-COON'M'Oa5C7iCJi 
ON         CN  H  iO  CO  ■*  ti  H 


.-s  a  .-s  s 

'  Oh  CL— ' 

»  a  oi<| 
coo, 

S  2  fc  ■ 

3  fc  c  s= 

-    0    ri    a; 


^c S3  5  *S  J  «  | 


en 

3 

O        — 

ja   .  o   • 

jd       o 

£  a  5  «5 

hr9-§   * 
OC  en  *j 

O    sU 


"+l  ©  C3S 

i—i         t-  r-i 

c?f      oo" 


—<        CO  »o 

CO  ^  CO 


c3^ 

CO    rt 

is 

.2  o 

CO  ^ 
cJ    O 


T3 

a 

CD 

a. 


CD 

3 


58 


HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.      [Jan. 


THE    PAUPER   ABSTRACT. 


Table  XV.  —  Number  of  the  State  Poor  and  of  the  City  and  Town 
Poor  remaining  in  the  Establishments  at  the  Close  of  each  official 
Year,  for  Thirty -one  Years. 


State  Poor. 

City 

AND 

Town  Poor. 

DO 

0 

a 

2 

CO 

YEARS. 

u 

3 

0 

0   SR 

oj 

O 

b 

.a 

0 
o 

a> 

! 

bio 

CO 

CO 

g 

c 
o 

I  a 
«  s 

o  .5 
M  5 

"5 

CO 

*o3  <« 

"3 

V. 

0 

■  £ 

EH 

.0 

o 

3 

■a 

n  • 

.3 
H 

O 

3 

H 

0 

CO 

0 
H 

%* 

«3 

h- ( 

5 

1854,  . 

669 

500 

503 

189 

151 

38 

100 

2,150 

3,000 

300 

5,450 

1855 

928 

688 

449 

218 

128 

120 

100 

2,631 

2,500 

300 

5,431 

1856 

703 

713 

585 

230 

141 

139 

100 

2,611 

2,700 

310 

5,621 

1857 

751 

638 

598 

253 

119 

150 

80 

2,589 

3,000 

330 

5,919 

1858 

822 

565 

525 

212 

86 

139 

176 

2,525 

2,900 

420 

5,845 

1859 

635 

495 

494 

159 

87 

175 

153 

2,197 

3,000 

400 

5,597 

1860 

628 

519 

481 

147 

130 

196 

221 

2,322 

3,000 

410 

5,732 

1861 

974 

596 

764 

163 

156 

.  243 

216 

3,112 

3,200 

380 

6,692 

1862 

776 

596 

560 

124 

189 

271 

232 

2,748 

3,100 

415 

6,263 

1863 

633 

570 

536 

144 

175 

238 

248 

2,544- 

3,000 

425 

5,969 

1864 

649 

628 

485 

35 

116 

186 

216 

2,307 

2,700 

443 

5,450 

1865 

6*7 

541 

482 

121 

91 

152 

235 

2,259 

2,800 

481 

5,540 

1866 

707 

561 

311 

21 

129 

147 

272 

2,148 

2,958 

498 

5,604 

1867 

686 

657 

341 

101 

153 

271 

2,209 

3,003 

532 

5,744 

1868 

636 

540 

425 

96 

181 

264 

2,142 

3,012 

552 

5,706 

1869 

690 

397 

364 

51 

145 

234 

1,881 

2,844 

655 

5,380 

1870 

655 

363 

337 

35 

124 

209 

1,723 

2,758 

728 

5.209 

1871 

639 

408 

397 

cu 

29 

91 

215 

1,779 

2,506 

770 

5,055 

1872 

674 

381 

308 

> 

25 

85 

230 

1,703 

.2,483 

844 

5,030 

1873, 

762 

429 

347 

o3 

48 

76 

247 

1,909 

2,496 

858 

5,263 

1874 

805 

409 

375 

P 

82 

128 

291 

2,090 

2,758 

886 

5.734 

1875 

792 

449 

422 

42 

135 

262 

2,102 

3,160 

1,044 

6,306 

1876 

798 

479 

503 

35 

137 

253 

2,205 

3,630 

1,180 

7,015 

1877 

919 

466 

389 

51 

158 

239 

2,222 

3,969 

1,310 

7,501 

1878 

897 

473 

249 

80 

174 

134 

198 

2,205 

4,022 

1,479 

7,706 

1879 

846 

421 

225 

149 

191 

126 

202 

2,160 

3,563 

1,634 

7,357 

1880 

840 

370 

158 

134 

240 

119 

183 

2,044 

4,017 

1,760 

7,821 

1881 

888 

332 

129 

112 

209 

81 

176 

1,947 

3,818 

1,941 

7,706 

1882 

789 

365 

210 

115 

239 

94 

161 

1,973 

3,828 

2,075 

7,876 

1883 

894 

332* 

1   63 

150 

289 

111 

157 

1,996 

3,945 

2,156 

8,097 

1884 

940 

310 

95 

153 

279 

100 

153 

2,030 

4,181 

2,165 

8,376 

*  At  Danvers  since  1877. 


t  Approximate  till  1866. 


Note.  —  The  figures  for  Monson  exclude  the  children  committed  by  courts  to  the 
custody  of  this  Board  and  temporarily  placed  in  the  School.  The  figures  for  Bridge- 
water  include  all  the  inmates  of  the  State  Workhouse.  The  totals  include  100  for 
each  of  the  years  1854,  1855,  and  1856,  and  80  for  each  of  the  years  .1857  and  1858 
supported  by  the  State  at  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital. 
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Table  XVI.  —  Average   Number   of  the  State  and  the  City  and 
Town  Poor  in  Establishments  for  Thirty-one  Years. 


• 

State  Pooh. 

City 

AND 

'3 

Town  Poor. 

♦2 

Oj   . 

YEARS. 

u 

5  a 

u 
o 

a 

5] 

c 

02  o 

«s  a 

3 
X! 

a 

os 
1 

"6 

1 

0 
O 

o  a 

OJ 

S 

a 

"3  <n 

f! 

S3  * 

>  o 

J2 

to 

a 

i 

be 

.5 
'3 

O 

C 

s 

PQ  g 
0Q 

"3 
o 
EH 

3  "£> 

as  q 
o  * 
H 

18.54,  . 

705 

354 

382 

168 

90 

60 

100 

1,859 

3,524 

300 

5,683 

1855,  . 

838 

633 

541 

206 

70 

50 

100 

2,538 

2,595 

300  | 

5,433 

1856,  . 

831 

706 

557 

220 

100 

80 

100 

2,094 

2,945 

305  i 

5,944 

1857,  . 

770 

640 

597 

250 

139 

86 

80 

2,642 

3,554 

320  ! 

6,516 

1858,  . 

940 

823 

•  770 

236 

172 

153 

80 

3,254 

3,254 

375 

6,883 

1859,  . 

779 

581 

604 

171 

184 

181 

165 

2,675 

3,105 

410 

6,190 

1860,  . 

668 

570 

579 

169 

154 

202 

195 

2,537 

3,290 

405 

6,232 

1861,  . 

900 

590 

631 

165 

168 

238 

219 

2,911 

3,385 

395 

6,691 

1862,  . 

913 

649 

708 

155 

184 

276 

271 

3,156 

3,377 

400 

6,933 

1863,  . 

737 

601 

608 

110 

184 

258 

247 

2,750 

3,233 

420 

6,403 

1864,  . 

733 

557 

560 

88 

145 

212 

232 

2,527 

2,866 

434 

5,827 

1865,  . 

732 

605 

582 

68 

106 

173 

225 

2,591 

2,896 

465 

5,952 

1866,  . 

717 

54a 

482 

101 

143 

162 

251 

2,399 

2,984 

490 

5,873 

1867,  . 

757 

628 

331 

1 

138 

142 

262 

2,259 

3,000 

515 

5,774 

1868,  . 

731 

646 

408 

95 

167 

262 

2,309 

3,010 

560 

5,879 

1869,  . 

710 

500 

412 

74 

164 

248 

2,108 

3,004 

650 

5,762 

1870,  . 

724 

442 

335 

52 

147 

237 

1,937 

2,752 

720 

5,409 

1871,  . 

749 

388 

385 

w 

44 

133 

230 

1,929 

2,680 

745 

5,354 

1872,  . 

759 

373 

372 

> 

37 

113 

227 

1,881 

2,590 

788 

5,259 

1873,  . 

816 

367 

332 

c 

50 

95 

248 

1,908 

2,578 

842 

5,328 

1874,  . 

881 

413 

403 

p 

63 

117 

284 

2,161 

2,715 

865 

5,741 

1875,  . 

844 

417 

435 

68 

145 

274 

2,183 

2,879 

849 

5,911 

1876,  . 

916 

422 

427 

53 

160 

259 

2,227 

3,331 

1,039 

6,597 

1877,  . 

924 

451 

457 

53 

160 

255 

2,300 

3,747 

1,158 

7,205 

1878,  . 

943 

481 

302 

25 

154 

•  154 

212 

2,271 

3,903 

1,288 

7,462 

1879,  . 

945 

448 

309 

142 

185 

134 

200 

2,363 

3,977 

1,402 

7,742 

1880,  . 

916 

387 

243 

146 

211 

126 

197 

2,226 

3,698 

1,543 

7,467 

1881,  . 

878 

360 

229 

139 

236 

118 

181 

2,141 

3,654 

1,850 

7,645 

1882,  . 

860 

383 

223 

130 

243 

89 

167 

2,095 

3,746 

1,998 

7,839 

1883,  . 

918 

345 

181 

145 

250 

115 

162 

2,116 

3,769 

2,075 

7,960 

1884,  . 

966 

345 

167 

181 

289 

114 

155 

2,217 

3,911 

2,150 

8,278 

*  At  Danvers  since  1877. 
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insanity  in  massachusetts. 

Insanity  in  Massachusetts. 
Remarks  on  the  Tables  of  Insanity, 

I. 

Although  the  city  and  town  almshouses  have  all  been 
visited  during  the  past  year  and  the  number  and  condition 
of  the  insane  poor  therein  examined  and  reported,  it  is  not 
feasible  to  include  these  persons  in  the  general  schedule  of 
insanity  given  in  Table  XVIII.  except  as  heretofore,  in  a  note 
to  that  Table,  in  which,  however,  more  facts  than  customary 
are  stated  concerning  the  insane  in  the  local  almshouses  and 
asylums.  The  number  of  these  persons  is  constantly 
changing  and  at  present  increasing ;  at  any  given  time  dur- 
ing the  year  it  has  not  exceeded  640,  although  the  whole 
number  of  different  insane  persons  during  the  whole  year 
has  exceeded  700.  The  table  in  question  includes  some  of 
these,  who  during  the  year  have  been  removed  from  hospitals 
to  almshouses,  or  the  reverse. 

Table  XVIII.  gives  at  one  view  the  main  facts  concerning 
insanity  in  Massachusetts,  as  it  comes  under  notice  in  the  six 
State  hospitals  and  asylums,  in  three  municipal  and  corpo- 
rate hospitals  and  asylums,  and  in  six  small  licensed  private 
asylums  in  Massachusetts.  Besides  these  fifteen  public  and 
private  establishments  exclusively  used  for  the  insane,  there 
were  more  than  225  city  and  town  almshouses,  in  any  of 
which  insane  persons  might  be  found,  and  in  about  170  of 
which  they  are  found ;  and  there  are  also  more  than  20 
prisons  in  which  an  occasional  insane  person  may  be  found. 
It  is  estimated  that,  during  the  year  covered  by  this  table, 
the  number  of  insane  persons  in  the  city  and  town  alms- 
houses or  in  private  families,  supported  at  public  expense, 
has  exceeded  750 ;  and  the  number  in  prisons  has  exceeded 
50.  Many  of  these  persons  have  also  appeared  in  the  hos- 
pitals and  asylums  during  the  year ;  excluding  these,  the 
number   of  the   insane   under   public  supervision,  and  not 
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reckoned  in  Table  XVIII.  must  have  exceeded  650.  There- 
fore, the  whole  number  of  persons  reported  insane,  who 
came  under  public  supervision  during  the  year,  must  have 
exceeded  5,600,  of  whom  something  more  than  440  died, 
and  about  340  recovered  during  the  year,  leaving,  however, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  more  than  4,800  who  must  still  have 
been  insane  ;  and  of  these  nearly  4,350  were  then  in  pub- 
lic and  private  establishments,  or  living  in  private  fami- 
lies at  the  public  expense.  The  number  in  private  families 
living  at  private  expense  can  only  be  estimated,  but  must  be 
counted  by  hundreds.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  number 
reported  by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  entered  in  a 
previous  table  (Children  and  Insane  Persons,  pp.  35-42), 
is  less  than  those  reported  as  maintained  by  cities  and  towns 
in  Table  XVIII.  This  comes  partly  from  the  accidental 
omission  by  Overseers  of  insane  persons  who  should  have 
been  counted,  and  partly  from  their  excluding  hospital 
patients,  who,  though  nominally  on  the  city  and  town  list, 
are,  in  fact,  paid  for  by  their  friends,  by  their  own  property, 
or  by  pensions,  annuities,  etc.  The  exact  number  of  this 
class  of  patients  cannot  be  given,  but  it  is  between  one  and 
two  hundred,  no  doubt,  and  would  increase  the  whole  aggre- 
gate of  private  patients  remaining  in  hospitals  and  asylums 
Sept.  30,  1884,  to  more  than  750. 

Yet,  even  with  this  addition,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
pauper  insane  are  about  five  times  as  many  as  the  self-sup- 
porting insane  ;  that  is  to  say,  about  five-sixths  of  all  the  Mas- 
sachusetts insane  who  come  under  public  notice  are  paupers. 
An  even  greater  disproportion  exists  between  the  curable  and 
the  practically  incurable  insane, —  the  former  not  exceeding 
500  out  of  4,800,  and  probably  not  exceeding  400, —  so  that 
nine-tenths  of  all  our  insane  are  practically  incurable.  By 
reference  to  the  next  table  (XX.),  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
new  admissions  of  insane  patients  in  the  chief  hospitals  last 
year  amounted  to  nearly  1,100,  although  less  than  700  of 
these  were  apparently  new  cases  of  insanity.  Now,  as  less 
than    800   patients    died  or  recovered   last   year  in  all  the 
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establishments,  while  1,080  new  admissions  appeared,  it 
would  follow  that  the  whole  accumulation  of  insanity  during 
the  year  must  have  been  at  least  280  persons.  Table  XVIII. 
only  shows  an  accumulation  of  60 ;  but  the  rest  of  the  280 
were,  no  doubt,  absorbed  in  the  community.  A  considera- 
tion of  this  process  (in  which  the  new  admissions  of  each 
year  exceed  the  aggregate  of  recoveries  and  deaths)  will 
show  why  insanity  increases  and  must  increase  in  Massachu- 
setts out  of  proportion  to  population. 

This  increase  of  the  insane  has  now  begun  to  show  itself 
in  large  additions  to  the  number  of  the  insane  poor 
in  the  city  and  town  almshouses,  who  are  more  than  630  in 
the  almshouses  of  225  cities  and  towns.  The  county  of 
Suffolk,  with  a  population  of  more  than  425,000  at  present, 
has  few  insane  in  its  almshouses;  and  the  rest  of  the  State, 
with  some  1,600,000  inhabitants,  had  589  as  reported  by 
the  overseers  in  Table  VII.  The  number  of  the  insane  here 
reported  is  too  small  in  some  instances,  too  large  in  others  ; 
as  appears  by  the  column  in  the  same  Table  showing  the 
number  visited  in  almshouses.  This  last  number  may  be 
taken  as  quite  exact,  although  of  course,  all  the  visits  could 
not  be  made  on  the  same  day,  but  extend  over  a  period  of 
about  eight  months, —  namely  from  April  1  to  December  1, 
1884.  Besides  these  persons  classed  as  insane  by  the 
Visitors,  there  were  found  in  the  same  cities  and  towns  at 
least  as  many  more  paupers  who  could  be  classed  as  feeble- 
minded, idiotic  or  epileptic,  but  were  not  strictly  in- 
sane. 

The  long  continuance  of  these  almshouse  insane,  as  well 
as  the  insane  in  hospitals,  in  their  insane  condition  is  one  of 
the  many  indications  of  the  great  prevalence  of  chronic  in- 
sanity in  Massachusetts.  The  same  fact  shows  itself  in  the 
yearly  admissions  which  are  recorded  in  several  of  the  tables. 
It  will  be  seen  by  Table  XX.  and  may  be  inferred  also  from 
Table  XVIII.,  that  the  1,634  cases  of  insanity  which  there 
appear  as  admissions  to  the  public  and  private  hospitals  and 
asylums,  covered  only  1,080  persons  who  came  in  from  the 
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community  for  the  first  time,  the  rest  being  readmissions  of 
the  same  person,  or  transfers  ;  that,  of  1,544  persons  admitted 
(Table  XX.),  only  799  were  known  cases  of  recent  insanity  ; 
and  that,  among  these,  and  perhaps  200  other  recent  cases 
left  over  from  the  preceding  year,  only  345*  recovered.  The 
old  cases  of  insanity  added  to  those  of  unknown  duration 
(mostly  old  cases  also)  have  now  become  fewer  than  the 
number  of  recent  cases.  This  is  worth  noticing,  for  most  of 
the  recoveries  take  place  among  recent  cases  ;  yet  it  is  true 
that  the  greater  part  of  our  Massachusetts  insane  are  prac- 
tically incurable  when  they  first  enter  the  hospitals.  It  also 
appears  that  cities  and  large  towns  furnish  much  the  largest 
portion  of  the  insane  ;  of  1,336  cases,  1,007,  or  about  75  per 
cent,  coming  from  such  places  (of  more  than  10,000  inhab- 
itants), and  only  329,  or  25  per  cent.,  from  small  towns  and 
rural  districts.  In  fact,  the  city  of  Boston  alone,  with  little 
more  than  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole  population  of  the  State, 
last  year  furnished  nearly  a  third  part  of  all  the  commit- 
ments of  the  insane. 

Table  XIX.  omits  from  consideration  the  patients  in  pri- 
vate asylums  (who  are  still  very  few,  and  from  1864  to 
1874  were  less  than  half  as  many),  but  gives  the  yearly 
increasing  number  in  'the  public  establishments  for  the  in- 
sane, classified  according  to  their  means  of  support.  By 
this  table  it  appears,  first,  that  the  insane  in  these  establish- 
ments have  more  than  doubled  since  the  close  of  the  civil 
war;  and,  second,  that  the  private  or  self-supporting  patients 
reported  were  then  nearly  one  in  three  of  the  whole  number, 
and  are  now  less  than  one  in  6.  The  actual  number  of  self- 
supported  patients  is  greater  than  here  reported  ;  but  ex- 
actly how  much  greater  is  not  known  :  it  doubtless  exceeds 
750. 

*  In  Table  XVIII.  the  recoveries  are  337,  but  Table  XX.  covers  more  recent  cases. 
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The  Insane  in  Almshouses  and  Private  Families. 

The  Inspector  of  Charities  has  directed  a  complete  visita- 
tion of  the  city  and  town  almshouses  daring  the  past  year, 
and  has  also  visited  personally,  or  by  deputy,  the  towns  and 
cities  —  about  120  in  all  —  which  maintain  no  almshouses, 
either  by  ownership  or  contract.  The  number  of  towns  and 
cities  which  own  and  occupy  almshouses  is  about  220,  but 
there  are  half  a  dozen  towns,  of  which  Great  Barrington, 
Southborough  and  Tisbury  are  examples,  that  contract  with 
some  resident  of  the  town  to  maintain  an  almshouse  in 
buildings  owned  or  leased  by  the  contractor.  These  have 
been  treated,  in  the  statistics  which  follow,  as  if  they  were 
town  almshouses,  as  virtually  they  are.  There  are,  also, 
ten  or  twelve  towns  which  board  some  of  their  poor  in  the 
almshouses  of  other  cities  and  towns.  The  greater  number 
of  the  towns  without  almshouses  are  in  Dukes  County  and 
the  four  western  counties,  particularly  in  Berkshire,  where, 
out  of  32  towns  in  the  county,  only  7  maintain  almshouses 
either  by  ownership  or  by  contract ;  but  these,  as  it  happens, 
are  the  largest  towns  in  the  county,  having  an  aggregate 
population  nearly  as  great  as  all  the  other  towns.  This 
county  may  be  contrasted  with  the  county  of  Barnstable, 
which,  with  15  towns  (including  the  new  town  of  Bourne), 
maintains  11  almshouses.  The  population  of  Berkshire  is 
more  than  twice  as  great  as  that  of  Barnstable,  and  its  valu- 
ation more  than  twice  as  large,  yet  the  number  and  cost  of 
maintaining  the  paupers  of  Barnstable  County  are  consider- 
ably more  than  three-fourths  of  the  number  and  cost  in  Berk- 
shire. This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  maintenance  of 
almshouses  is  more  costly,  and  increases  the  number  of  pau- 
pers more,  than  the  system  of  out-door  relief  so  common  in 
Berkshire;  but  there  are  other  elements  which  enter  into 
the  comparison  between  the  two  counties.  In  respect  to  the 
care  of  the  insane,  the  almshouse  system  is  to  be  compared 
with  that  of  boarding  out  the  insane  in  families,  as  is  done  to 
some  extent  in  the  counties  which  maintain  but  few  alms- 
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houses.  The  information  collected  by  the  Inspector  and  his 
Visitors  concerning  the  insane  boarded  out  is  less  complete 
than  that  which  relates  to  the  insane  in  almshouses,  because 
it  is  more  difficult  to  visit  these  scattered  cases  in  regions  of 
sparse  population,  where  the  distance  to  be  travelled  by  the 
Visitor  is  so  great. 

Insane  persons,  properly  so  classed,  were  seen  by  the 
Visitors  in  the  almshouses  of  171  cities  and  towns  to  the 
number  of  about  640 ;  and  insane  persons  boarded  in  fami- 
lies (not  always  at  the  public  expense)  were  found  and 
mostly  visited,  to  the  number  of  nearly  50  in  37  towns, 
none  of  them  being  in  cities.  No  doubt  there  are  many 
more  insane  persons  boarding  in  private  families  among  the 
city  population  of  Massachusetts,  which  amounts  now  to 
more  than  1,100,000,  while  the  population  residing  in  towns 
does  not  exceed  900,000.  But  few  of  the  insane  who  live  in 
private  families  in  cities  are  boarded  at  public  expense,  and 
no  record  has  ever  set  forth,  nor  could  a  complete  investiga- 
tion easily  determine,  the  number  of  the  insane  living  in  pri- 
vate families  at  private  expense. 

In  regard  to  the  time  when  the  almshouses  named  in  the 
following  abstracts  of  visitation  reports  were  built,  it  is  often 
impossible  to  learn  the  exact  date.  Some  of  them  were  very 
old  before  they  were  bought  and  used  as  almshouses,  and 
a  few  were  built  for  almshouses  more  than  fifty  years  ago. 
This  is  true  of  the  buildings  at  Newburyport,  Salem,  Plym- 
outh, Middleborough,  etc.  Generally  speaking,  these  old 
almshouses,  built  for  the  purpose,  are  very  inconvenient  and 
unsuitable  for  the  poor  who  are  now  sent  to  them,  and  par- 
ticularly so  for  the  insane.  About  thirty  years  ago  a  consid- 
erable number  of  almshouses  were  built,  especially  in  the 
cities,  among  wdiich  may  be  named  those  at  Cambridge,  New 
Bedford,  Marblehead,  Lawrence,  Stoneham,  Milton,  Spencer 
and  Worcester.  These  were  better  adapted  to  the  present 
classification  of  the  poor  than  the  older  almshouses,  and 
some  of  them  have  since  been  enlarged  so  as  to  furnish  good 
accommodation  for  the  chronic  insane,  as  is  the  case  at  Law- 
rence and  Worcester.     The  larger  almshouses,  built  wTithin 
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the  last  ten  years,  as  at  Springfield,  Taunton,  Quincy,  Lan- 
caster, Haverhill,  Brookline,  Brockton,  etc.,  sometimes  have 
special  arrangements  for  the  chronic  insane,  and  sometimes 
not.  Some  of  the  cities  and  towns  which  now  have  no  alms- 
houses, formerly  maintained  them.  This  is  true  of  Chelsea, 
which,  in  1820,  had  an  almshouse,  but  has  not  maintained 
one  for  many  years,  while  other  towns  like  Danvers,  Adams, 
etc.,  have  lost  their  former  almshouses  by  division  of  the 
town.  Some  of  these  divided  towns  will  eventually  build 
almshouses,  while  others  will  board  their  poor  in  the  old 
almshouse,  as  Bourne  and  Merrimac  do  at  present. 

There  has  never  been  until  this  year  a  complete  visitation 
of  all  the  towns  and  almshouses,  although  a  partial  visitation 
and  report  was  made  by  Josiah  Quincy  in  1821,  by  Messrs. 
Calhoun  and  Tuckerman  in  1832,  by  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr., 
in  1862-3,  and  by  the  present  Inspector  in  1864-5.  At 
that  time  he  visited  about  100  almshouses,  finding  in  many 
of  them  more  inmates  than  they  contain  at  present.  In 
some  cases  the  difference  in  twenty  years  is  quite  striking, 
and  even  more  so  if  we  go  back  to  the  visitation  of 
1832,  when  the  number  of  almshouse  inmates  in  many 
towns  was  much  greater,  notwithstanding  the  smaller  pop- 
ulation, than  in  1864  or  in  1884.  Thus  the  town  of 
Ipswich,  with  3,000  inhabitants  in  1832,  had  47  inmates 
in  its  present  almshouse;  while  in  1864,  with  3,300  inhabi- 
tants, it  had  but  21,  and  in  1884,  with  a  population  of 
3,700,  there  were  but  9  inmates.  Three  of  the  9  inmates  in 
1884  were  insane,  and  had  also  been  insane  inmates  in  1864. 
Marblehead,  in  1832,  with  a  population  of  5,200,  had  109 
almshouse  inmates;  in  1864,  with  a  population  of  7,300, 
there  were  but  42  almshouse  inmates,  and  in  1884,  with  a 
population  of  7,500  there  were  but  36  inmates.  In  Con- 
cord, with  a  population  of  2,050  in  1832,  there  were  18 
almshouse  inmates  ;  in  1864,  with  a  population  of  2,300, 
9  inmates;  and  in  1884,  with  a  population  of  3,400,  there 
were  but  6  inmates.  The  number  of  insane  in  the  alms- 
houses, however,  is  much  greater  now  than  it  was  in  1832, 
and,  on  the  whole,  considerably  greater  than  in  1864.     In 
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1842-3,  Miss  Dix  having  called  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  condition  of  the  insane  in  almshouses  and  jails 
in  Massachusetts,  Dr.  S.  G.  Howe,  then  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  reported  on  the  subject,  and  a  special  statis- 
tical report  was  also  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
covering  the  year  1842.  By  the  latter  it  appears  that  235 
towns  of  Massachusetts  returned  361  pauper  lunatics  as 
residing  in  their  almshouses,  and  204  as  in  private  families. 
In  a  single  county,  the  almshouse  insane  were  then  more 
numerous  than  at  present,  viz.  : — In  Barnstable,  27,  where 
there  are  now  but  20  ;  but  in  all  the  other  counties  the 
number  has  increased,  and  in  several  has  more  than 
doubled.  The  distinction  between  idiots  and  lunatics  was 
not  very  carefully  made  in  1843  ;  nor  can  it  be  said  that  the 
classification  made  by  the  Visitors  this  year  is  in  all  cases 
exact,  although  much  more  so  than  was  ever  made  before. 
The  number  of  idiotic  paupers  in  almshouses  and  families  at 
present  exceeds  300,  and  there  are  as  many  more  who  could 
be  classed  as  feeble-minded. 

In  reporting  by  towns  in  the  following  pages,  the  popula- 
tions at  the  last  census  and  the  valuation  for  1884  are  given 
in  each  city,  town  and  county ;  together  with  the  net  cost  of 
pauperism  for  the  year  ending  April  1,  1884,  and  when  pos- 
sible the  net  cost  at  each  almshouse  and  for  out-door  relief. 
The  latter  figures  are  taken  for  the  most  part  from  Table  I. 

ABSTRACTS   OF  VISITATION  REPORTS. 

Concerning  Towns  and  Almshouses  (April  1-Dec.  1,  1884.) 

BARNSTABLE  COUNTY.  Pop.,  1880,  31,897.  Vol.,  1884,  $16,678,877. 
Net  cost  of  pauperism,  1883-4,  $38,526.60. 

Barnstable.  Pop.,  1880,  4,242.  Val.,  1884,  $2,869,090.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $4,652;  net  almshouse  cost,  $1,053;  cost  of  insane  at  hospi- 
tals, $1,012;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  about  $2,400.  % 

This  town  has  an  almshouse  at  West  Barnstable,  built  before 
1831,  with  a  farm  of  60  acres  ;  visited  May  24,  1884,  by  Dr.  Sarah 
M.  Crawford.  Superintendent,  J.  E,.  Arey,  here  two  years  ;  sal- 
ary, $300.  The  house  is  kept  in  good  repair  and  in  perfect  order ; 
has  room  for  20  inmates,  but  when  visited  contained  only  10,  viz.  : 
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4  men,  4  women  and  2  children  (G.  C.  and  M.  C,  girls,  aged  one 
and  five).  One  of  the  women,  H.  J.,  71,  has  been  insane  50 
years  ;  one  woman  of  25,  and  two  men  of  24  and  45  are  idiotic, 
one  of  the  men  epileptic  also.  There  are  two  feeble-minded 
women.  The  insane  woman  is  quiet,  usually,  and  well  cared  for ; 
the  epileptic  man  is  sometimes  destructive  and  must  be  secluded. 
Net  cost  at  almshouse,  1883-4,  $1,053;  of  insane  at  hospitals, 
$1,011  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief  about  $2,000. 

Bourne.     Pop.,  1884,  est.  1,500.      Veil,  1884,  .$959,675;  acrestaxed,  23,376. 

This  is  a  new  town  set  off  from  Sandwich  in  the  spring  of  1884, 
and  has  reported  no  pauper  expenses  as  yet ;  but  when  the  Sand- 
wich almshouse  was  visited,  Aug.  15,  1884,  6  of  the  18  inmates 
found  there  were  paupers  of  the  town  of  Bourne. 

Brewster.  Pop.,  1880,  1,144.  Veil,  1884,  $395,900.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,487;  net  almshouse  cost,  $1,031;  cost  of  insane  at  hospitals, 
$354  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  Brewster  almshouse  stands  within  a  mile  of  the  central  vil- 
lage on  the  road  to  Orleans  ;  said  to  have  been  built  in  1837,  but 
portions  of  it  are  much  more  recent,  and  the  whole  in  very  good 
repair,  neat  and  well-managed ;  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Sept. 
26,  1884.  The  Superintendent,  E.  Foster,  has  been  here  sev- 
eral 3'ears,  salaiy  $300.  He  and  his  wife  were  absent  at  time 
of  the  visit,  but  everything  was  in  as  good  order  as  if  they  had 
been  at  home.  The  number  of  inmates  present  was  6,  with  room 
for  several  more  \  there  were  3  men,  one  of  them  feeble-minded,  2 
women,  both  feeble-minded,  and  a  boy,  C.  S.,  10,  who  was  at 
school  and  not  seen.  None  were  insane,  but  two  of  the  men  par- 
tially paralyzed.  Net  cost  at  the  almshouse,  1883-4,  $1,031  ;  of 
insane  at  hospitals,  $353  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief  about  $1,000. 

Chatham.  Pop.,  1880,  2,260.  Vol.,  1884,  $616,923.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2, !  t8  :  net  almshouse  cost,  $963;  eost  of  insane  at  hospitals,  $133; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  .^1,300. 

The  Chatham  almshouse  was  formerly  the  town  hall  which, 
about  seven  years  mum,  was  moved  to  its  present  site  on  a  hill  in  the 
edge  of  the  village,  taking  the  place  of  the  old  almshouse  built  in 
1842.  It  is  much  larger  than  the  town  now  needs,  but  is  not  very 
conveniently  arranged.  There  is  no  well  and  no  drain,  the  water 
supply  coming  from  cisterns,  and  everything  being  carried  out  of 
the  house  in  pails.  Superintendent,  .lames  Olsen,  who  has  had 
charge  of  this  and  the  old  almshouse  9  years,  salaiy,  8175.     When 
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visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Sept.  26,  1884,  there  were  but  4  in- 
mates, 2  women,  one,  S.  O  ,  insane,  one  man  and  one  boy.  The 
insane  woman  is  97  years  old,  but  walks  about  without  help  and 
has  been  in  this  and  the  old  almshouse  more  than  38  years,  during 
which  time  her  mind  has  been  more  or  less  affected.  She  has  a 
comfortable  room  on  the  first  floor.  Net  cost  at  the  almshouse, 
1883-4,  8963  ;  of  insane  at  hospitals,  $133  ;  net  cost  of  out-door 
relief  about  Sl,200. 

Dennis.  Pop.,  1880,  3,288.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,089,503.  Xet  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, 84,580;  net  almshouse  cost,  S377;  cost  of  iusane  at  hospitals, 
8185  ;  net  cost  of  out  door  relief,  82,900. 

Dennis  almshouse  (visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Sept.  26,  1884), 
is  a  large  wooden  building,  erected  in  1840,  which  stands  in  the 
woods  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  several  miles  from  any  village, 
and  two  miles  north  of  the  Sonth  Dennis  Railroad  station.  It  con- 
tains rooms  for  the  town  officers,  w^hose  books,  weights  and  meas- 
ures, etc.,  are  kept  there.  There  is  a  farm  of  40  or  50  acres,  but 
only  a  garden  spot  is  cultivated,  most  of  it  being  woodland  or  barren 
sand.  Superintendent,  Barzillai  Chase,  here  one  year,  salary, 
8225,  from  which  860  is  deducted  for  horse  keeping.  The  house 
is  too  large  for  the  present  number  of  inmates  and  not  very  well 
famished ;  the  bedsteads  wood,  the  beds  feathers,  the  cellar  dry, 
the  water  supply  good  —  from  a  well ;  but  there  are  no  drains  and 
everything  is  carried  out  in  pails  as  at  Chatham.  Seven  inmates 
were  present,  5  men  and  2  feeble-minded  girls,  sisters,  R.  C, 
18,  and  D.  T.  C,  11.  One  of  the  men,  W.  B.,  21,  is  a  bad  case 
of  epilepsy  and  uses  two  rooms  ;  the  other  inmates  have  each  a 
room.  The  management  seemed  kind  and  reasonably  good.  Net 
cost  at  the  almshouse,  1883-4,  $1,377;  of  insane  at  hospitals, 
$185  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief  about  82,850. 

Eastham.  Pop.,  1880,  692.  Val,  1884,  8224,373.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$502.  Cost  of  full  support  in  families,  -S167;  of  insane  in  hospitals' 
S177;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  S160. 

This  small  town  has  no  almshouse  and  very  few  paupers,  the 
only  persons  fully  supported  when  the  town  was  visited  Oct.  16, 
1884,  by  F.  B.  Sanborn  being  an  insane  woman  at  the  Taunton 
Hospital  since  1865,  and  an  idiotic  woman  (M.  K.,  77),  who  has 
been  supported  since  1840,  and  now  boards  at  S3  a  week,  in  a  fam- 
ily near  the  Three  Lights  in  that  part  of  the  town  called  Nauset. 
Four  persons  were  partially  supported  during  the  previous  year. 
The  acres  of  land  taxed  in  Eastham  are  about  4,883.     With  the 
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exception  of  Provincetown  which  reports  only  955  acres  taxed, 
Eastham  shows  the  smallest  aggregate  of  taxable  land  in  Barn- 
stable County.  The  population  seems  to  be  slightly  increasing 
and  the  valuation  increased  about  $14,000  from  1883-4. 

Falmouth.  Fop.,  1880,2,422.  Val.,  1884,  $3,444,374.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,560;  net  almshouse  cost,  $703;  cost  of  insane  at  hospitals, 
$739  ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief  about  $900. 

The  Falmouth  almshouse  stands  on  a  farm  of  fifteen  acres,  a  mile 
east  of  the  Falmouth  station  ;  a  large,  well-built  wooden  building 
on  the  main  street  of  the  town,  thoroughly  repaired  a  few  years 
since,  and  in  no  way  distinguished  from  the  ordinary  farm-houses 
of  the  better  class  in  town.  There  are  large  sitting-rooms  for  each 
sex  in  the  main  house,  that  on  the  first  floor  for  women,  on  the 
second  floor  for  men  ;  near  the  latter  is  a  good  hospital  room  with 
a  nurse's  room  opening  out  of  it.  There  are  more  sleeping  rooms 
than  are  used  at  present,  and  three  rooms  for  tramps  in  the  ell,  the 
latter  not  much  occupied  since  a  station-house  has  been  provided 
for  tramps  in  the  village.  The  rooms  are  clean  and  well  kept,  the 
water  supply  and  drainage  good  and  the  management  unexception- 
able. The  superintendent,  May  hew  Baker,  has  been  here  15 
jrears,  salary  $250.  Ten  inmates  were  found,  none  of  whom  were 
insane,  but  one  man  and  three  women  feeble-minded.  There  are 
3  children,  —  E.  P.,  17;  W.  B.,  10  ;  and  J.  H.  C,  10. 

HARWICH.  Pop.,  1880,3,205.  Val  ,  1884,  $992,755.  Not  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $4,018;  net  almshouse  cost,  si, 257;  cost  of  insane  at  hospitals, 
$664;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,000. 

The  Harwich  almshouse  stands  not  far  from  Harwich  station  on 
the  road  to  Ilarwiehport,  a  long  two-story  wooden  house  built  in 
1844,  with  a  small  farm,  of  which  only  a  garden  patch  is  culti- 
vated. When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Sept.  26,  1884,  there 
were  but  10  inmates.  5  men,  3  women  and  2  children.  The  latter, 
E.  B.  C,  13,  and  A.  C,  2,  occupy  the  same  room  with  their 
mother.  One  of  the  women,  S.  A  ,  CO,  is  insane  from  epilepsy 
and  has  been  :it  the  almshouse  36  years.  She  is  at  all  times  filthy 
and  occasionally  violent ;  is  secluded  in  her  room  at  one  extremity 
in  the  house  most  of  the  time,  but  is  taken  out  nearly  every  day. 
She  is  iv(\  in  her  loom  and  the  personal  care  of  her  is  taken  by 
another  inmate  under  direction  of  Ihe  matron.  She  tears  her  cloth- 
ing and  it  i-  impossible  to  keep  her  room  in  good  order.  Two  of 
the  other  inmate-  are   feeble-minded.     There  are  sixteen  sleeping 
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rooms,  of  which  8  were  unoccupied ;  all  except  the  room  of  the 
insane  patient  were  found  in  good  order  and  the  management 
seemed  kindly  and  efficient.  Superintendent,  Lorenzo  Doaue,  here 
since  1881,  salary  $250.     Sanitary  conditions  good. 

Mashpee.     Pop.,  1880,  346,     Vol.,  1884,  $126,660.     Xet  cost  of  pauperism, 

$381.     Cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $225  ;  of  insane  in  hospitals,  80 ; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  8156. 

This  is  one  of  the  two  so-called  Indian  towns  in  Massachusetts, 
the  other  being  Gay  Head.  It  is  inhabited  chiefly  bj*  the  descend- 
ants of  Indians  and  colored  persons,  but  there  are  several  white 
families.  The  paupers  fully  supported  when  visited  by  F.  B. 
Sanborn,  Aug.  15,  1884,  were  only  two,  and  one  of  these  is  in 
dispute  between  Mashpee  and  Falmouth.  There  were  also  two 
persons  partially  supported, — members  of  a  family,  the  father  of 
which  recently*  died.  There  are  no  insane,  either  in  town  or  in 
hospitals,  and  no  more  poverty  visible  to  the  casual  observer  than 
in  similar  towns  inhabited  by  white  people.  There  is  no  alms- 
house, but  the  pauper  in  dispute,  an  old  woman  of  80,  is  in  the 
Falmouth  almshouse.  The  town's  poor  are  aided  at  home  or 
boarded  with  some  relative. 

Orleans.  Pop.,  18S0,  1,294.  Val,  1884,  8137. 0S6.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, 81.257.  Net  almshouse  cost,  8834;  cost  of  iusaue  in  hospitals, 
$110 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  8300. 

The  old  almshouse  of  Orleans,  built  in  1830,  was  discontinued 
about  IS 74  ;  the  present  building,  which  is  ten  years  old  and  in  ex- 
cellent repair*,  stands  nearly  half  a  mile  south  of  the  railroad  station 
on  one  of  the  roads  to  Chatham.  Like  several  of  the  almshouses  in 
Barnstable  and  Plymouth  counties,  it  has  no  superintendent,  but  a 
matron  ;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Rogers,  here  two  years,  salary  8234.  Her  hus- 
band is  allowed  to  board  with  her ;  there  is  no  farm,  —  only  a 
small  garden.  The  house  is  large,  well  furnished  and  in  every 
respect  one  of  the  best  on  the  Cape.  When  visited  by  F.  B. 
Sanborn,  Sept.  26,  1884,  there  were  5  inmates,  3  men  and  2 
won: en,  all  over  45  years  old.  One  of  the  men,  J.  L.,  70,  is  a 
quiet  and  harmless  lunatic,  and  another  is  feeble-minded.  The 
insane  man  occupies  the  open  attic  of  the  ell,  where  he  has  a  large 
room  ;  the  other  two  men  have  rooms  in  the  second  story  of  the 
main  house.  The  two  women  have  comfortable  bed-rooms  down 
stairs  opening  out  of  a  good  sitting-room.  There  is  no  well,  cis- 
tern water  being  used,  but  the  sanitary  conditions  are  all  good. 
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Provincetown.  Pop.,  1880,  4,346.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,976,563.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $4,221;  net  almshouse  cost,  $1,224;  cost  of  insane  in  hos- 
pitals, $328  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,200. 

The  old  Provincetown  almshouse,  being  too  small  for  the  grow- 
ing population,  was  replaced  within  fifteen  years  by  the  present 
building,  which  cost  $7,000,  and  stands  opposite  the  town  ceme- 
tery and  close  by  the  railroad  station.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  dwell- 
ing-houses in  town,  two  stories  high,  with  great  sitting-rooms  and 
a  hospital  room,  and  sleeping-rooms  for  20  inmates,  the  latter 
mostly  on  the  second  floor.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  there 
were  only  5  inmates,  2  women,  one  man  and  2  bo}'s,  F.  S.,  17, 
an  invalid,  and  J.  H.,  10,  who  goes  to  school.  None  are  insane,  but 
the  man,  R.  A.  S.,  34,  is  an  epileptic,  whose  mind  is  somewhat 
affected.  He  is  neither  restrained  nor  secluded,  but  goes  about 
the  town  at  his  pleasure.  The  sleeping-rooms  are  14  feet  square 
and  well  furnished,  the  house  clean,  in  good  sanitary  condition 
and  well  managed  in  every  respect.  The  matron,  Mrs.  D.  C. 
Cobb,  here  5  years,  salary  $262,  has  also  permission  to  board  her 
husband  at  the  almshouse.  The  number  of  inmates  is  unusually 
small ;  it  was  18  in  April,  1881,  13  in  May,  1880,  and  11  January 
1,  1884.    There  are  no  tramps  in  Provincetown.     (Visited  Oct.  16.) 

Sandwich.  Pop.,  1884,  est.  2,100.  Vah,  1884,  $915,500.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $4,359,  including  Bourne);  net  almshouse  cost,  $1,403;  cost 
of  insane  at  hospitals,  $438;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,000. 

The  Sandwich  almshouse,  built  in  1824,  but  since  enlarged, 
stands  on  a  small  farm  of  less  than  fifty  acres,  on  a  by-road,  lead- 
ing over  Bourne's  Hill  toward  Mashpee,  less  than  a  mile  from  Sand- 
wich station.  It  would  be  large  enough  for  the  poor  of  the  pres- 
ent town  of  Sandwich,  if  those  belonging  to  Bourne  were  sup- 
ported elsewhere,  but  when  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Aug.  15, 
1884,  was  crowded  with  18  inmates,  4  men  and  1  I  women,  two  of 
the  women  baying  the  cost  of  their  support  re-imbursed  to  the 
town,  one  from  a  pension,  the  other  l.y  her  friends.  Of  the  other 
16,  one  man  is  blind,  2  men  feeble-minded,  and  one  (F.  (i.  S.,  6-")) 
insane;  one  of  the  12  women  (M.  M.,  25)  is  idiotic,  the  other 
eleven,  ranging  in  age  from  2.")  to  ('>'.>,  are  insane,  and  8  of  them 
have  been  patients  at  Taunton.  Only  one  of  these  women  was  se- 
cluded in  a  day  room,  her  1>  d  being  in  another  small  room.  All 
are  locked  in  at  night.  During  the  day  8  of  them  have  the  range 
of  a  small  airing-court  in  which  are  two  apple-trees,  a  privy  and  a 
flock  of  poultry  which  the  women  take  care  of.     Five  of  the  insane 
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women  were  in  this  yard  when  visited,  the  others  were  in  different 
parts  of  the  house,  and  most  of  them  are  quiet  and  harmless.  They 
were  comfortably  clothed  except  that  many  were  barefoot,  the  day 
being  very  warm.  Although  crowded,  the  house  contains  22  sleep- 
ing rooms,  five  of  which  were  unoccupied,  besides  two  rooms  for 
tramps  in  a  separate  house.  Many  of  the  sleeping-rooms  are 
small,  and  one  was  recently  fitted  up  as  a  hospital  room.  The  ar- 
rangement of  rooms,  is  very  inconvenient,  notwithstanding  which 
the  housekeeping  seems  to  be  excellent.  The  Superintendent, 
Mr.  E.  Hancock,  here  eight  years,  salary  $300,  stated  that  his 
water  supply,  which  comes  from  a  spring  in  the  field,  though  now 
good,  is  sometimes  injured  by  the  drainage  of  a  neighboring  field 
where  manure  is  spread.  The  house  drainage,  though  not  offen- 
sive, might  be  improved  ;  the  cellar  is  dry ;  the  furniture  is  better 
than  in  most  almshouses,  the  beds  partly  of  feathers  and  partly 
mattresses,  the  bedding  usually  clean.  No  other  town  in  the  Com- 
monwealth has  so  large  a  proportion  of  its  almshouse  inmates 
insane  and  feeble-minded.  The  division  of  the  town  will  consid- 
erably reduce  its  pauper  expenses,  which  are  now  larger  per  capita 
than  those  of  most  towns. 


Truro.  Pop.,  1880,  1,017.  VaL,  1884,  $262,733.  Net  cost  of  pauperism , 
$1,190;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $381;  of  insane  in  hospitals, 
$120;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $650. 

When  Truro  was  more  populous  and  prosperous  than  now  it  had 
an  almshouse,  built  in  1838,  but  of  small  value,  being  estimated  in 
18G4  as  worth  only  $600,  with  its  furniture.  In  that  year  it  had 
an  average  of  5  inmates ;  but  the  whole  number  fully  supported 
last  year  was  but  4,  one  of  whom  was  in  the  lunatic  hospital. 
Those  supported  in  Truro  are  now  boarded  in  families,  the  alms- 
house having  long  been  discontinued.  When  visited  by  F.  B. 
Sanborn,  Oct.  16,  1884,  there  were  three  paupers  fully  sup- 
ported in  Truro,  an  insane  man  (J.  B.,  73),  who  lives  alone,  in  a 
house  which  the  town  keeps  in  repair,  and  is  furnished  with  sup- 
plies there,  his  average  cost  being  about  $2  a  week.  He  has  lived 
in  this  way  for  many  years,  and  has  been  aided  by  the  town  more 
than  a  dozen  years  ;  he  is  quiet  and  harmless  but  will  not  board  in 
any  family.  An  idiotic  man  boards  in  the  north  part  of  the  town 
for  about  $2.50  a  week,  and  a  blind  woman  boards  in  another  fam- 
ily at  about  $2  a  week.  The  population  of  Truro  is  now  slightly 
increasing,  en  the  side  next  to  Provincetown. 
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Wellfleet.  Pop.,  1880, 1,875.  Vol.,  1884,  .$886,582.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,928;  net  almshouse  cost,  $600; 'cost  of  insane  at  hospital, 
$0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  Wellfleet  almshouse,  like  that  of  Truro,  was  built  in  1838  ; 
but  has  been  remodelled  and  repaired  in  the  past  year.  It  is  a 
small  house,  with  eight  sleeping-rooms  (only  four  of  which  were 
occupied  when  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Oct.  16,  1884),  stand- 
ing on  a  little  hill,  a  mile  from  Wellfleet  village,  towards  Eastham. 
The  inmates  were  5  in  number,  without  reckoning  two  children  of 
the  matron,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Davis  (here  since  1881,  salary,  $104) , 
who  were  registered  by  the  Overseers  as  inmates.  The  five  pau- 
pers were  all  old  people,  3  men  and  2  women  ;  the  eldest  81,  and 
the  youngest  51.  One  woman  (P.  N.,  79),  is  insane  ;  she  is  quiet 
and  harmless,  and  occupies  a  good  bed-room  on  the  lower  floor. 
The  sleeping-rooms  were  in  good  condition,  with  new  bedsteads 
and  old  beds  ;  the  water  suppty  and  drainage  good,  and  the  house 
in  average  condition. 

Yarmouth.  Pop.,  1880,  2,173.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,451,160.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $3,993;  net  almshouse  cost,  $1,973;  cost  of  insane  in  hospitals, 
$576;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,200. 

The  Yarmouth  almshouse  was  built  in  1830,  and  contains  20 
sleeping-rooms,  besides  several  sitting-rooms,  dining-rooms,  etc. 
It  is  a  great  wooden  building,  at  the  extreme  north  of  the  town, 
near  Barnstable  Bay,  1}  miles  from  the  Yarmouth  station.  The 
farm  contains  12  acres,  in  the  midst  of  cranberry  meadows  ;  but 
cranberries  are  not  cultivated  by  the  inmates.  The  superintendent, 
Stephen  Sherman,  has  been  here  12  years,  (salary,  $500)  ;  he  and 
his  wife  are  excellent  managers,  and  the  almshouse,  considering 
the  inconveniences  of  its  construction,  is  extremely  well  kept. 
When  visited  by  P.  B.  Sanborn,  Sept.  27,  1884,  there  were  14 
inmates,  8  men,  5  women,  and  one  boy  (A.  R.,  14),  who  goes  to 
school.  With  that  exception  none  of  the  inmates  are  under  40, 
and  the  oldest  is  92  ;  3  are  insane  —  one  man  and  2  women  —  and 
three  or  four  arc  feeble-minded  ;  one  woman  of  80  is  blind,  and 
another  woman  of  G7  is  helpless.  The  insane  are  quiet  and  harm- 
less, and  have  separate  rooms,  as  do  all  the  inmates,  except  an 
old  couple  who  occupy  the  same  room.  Man}-  of  the  sleeping- 
rooms  are  carpeted;  all  are  well  furnished,  and  the  whole  house  is 
in  excellent  condition.  There  are  two  or  three  insane  persons  sup- 
ported or  aided  by  the  town,  who  occasionally  live  at  the  alms- 
house, besides  those  seen  by  the  Inspector.  All  the  insane  are 
well  cared  for. 
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BERKSHIRE  COUNTY.     Pop.,  1880,  69,032.     Vol.  1884,  $36,732,343.     Net 
cost  of  pauperism,  $47,986. 

Adams.  Pop.,  1880,  5,591.  Vol.,  1884,  $3,060,864.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $3,140;  cost  of  insane  in  hospital,  $241;  net  cost  of  out-door  re- 
lief, $1,100. 

Adams  has  no  almshouse,  but  last  year  paid  $1,152  for  the 
support  of  an  average  of  10  paupers  in  the  almshouse  of  North 
Adams,  where  its  poor  have  been  maintained  since  the  division  of 
the  town.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  Oct.  20,  1884,  there 
were  11  paupers  belonging  to  Adams  in  this  almshouse,  6  men,  2 
women  and  three  children  (W.  N.,  5,  J.  N.,  2,  with  their  mother, 
E.  N.,  30,  and  M.  F.,  14)  ;  all  the  rest  were  old  persons,  and 
none  of  them  insane  ;  but  one  is  blind  and  crippled,  and  one  or 
two  others  weak-minded.  The  town  proposes  to  build  an  alms- 
house, but  in  the  meantime  gives  out-door  relief  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  would  otherwise  happen.  The  North  Adams  almshouse 
is  over-crowded,  and  the  sexes  not  well  separated. 

Alford.  Pop.,  1880,  348.  Vol.,  1884,  $234,648.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
304;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $244;  of  insane  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $60. 

Alford  has  no  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White, 
Nov.  14,  1884,  was  boarding  3  paupers  in  different  families,  at  a 
cost  of  less  than  $2  a  week  each.  None  are  insane  ;  but  two  are 
feeble-minded,  who  seem  to  be  well  taken  care  of. 

Becket.  Pop.,  1880,  1,123.  Vol.,  1884,  $351,868.  Net  cost  of  pauperism f 
$1,223;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $789;  of  insane  in  hospitals, 
$166 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Fisher,  Oct.  15,  1884,  was  fully  supporting  but  3  paupers,  1  insane 
person  and  2  idiotic  men,  both  old,  brothers,  who  are  boarded  in 
the  same  family,  and  comfortably  cared  for  at  less  than  $2  a  week 
each.  The  insane  person  is  a  woman  (FI.  C,  47),  who  was  a 
patient  at  the  Northampton  Hospital  for  some  years,  but  since  has 
boarded  in  Becket,  and  for  some  time  with  Michael  Ford,  at  $3.50 
per  week.  It  seems  to  be  an  unsuitable  place  for  her,  and  the 
Overseers  will  remove  her.  When  visited,  she  was  insufficiently 
clothed.  The  attention  of  the  Overseers  was  called  to  her  con- 
dition. 
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Cheshire.  Pop.,  1880,  1,537.  Vol.,  1884,  $692,090.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,983;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $990;  of  insane  in  hos- 
pitals, $183  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $700. 

This  town,  though  not  much  more  populous  than  Becket,  sup- 
ports more  paupers,  and  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  Nov.  17, 
1884,  was  maintaining  8  persons,  under  a  contract  with  F.  A. 
Martin,  who  has  agreed  to  maintain  all  the  poor  of  Cheshire  for 
$1,200  a  year,  except  the  insane  at  hospitals,  —  he  to  pa}r  all  ex- 
penses, except  doctors'  bills  and  burial  bills.  Only  one  of  these  8 
paupers  lives  in  his  family,  and  none  are  insane.  Three  of  them 
board  in  other  towns,  and  two  old  couples  keep  house  in  separate 
houses  in  Cheshire,  receiving  $144  a  year  for  each  household. 
One  of  these  houses  has  been  deeded  by  the  pauper  (who  for- 
merly owned  it)  to  Mr.  Martin.  The  expectation  of  the  Over- 
seers is  that  the  contract,  which  was  made  this  year,  will  diminish 
the  pauper  expenses  not  less  than  $500  a  year.  At  present,  the 
poor  appear  to  be  comfortably  cared  for. 

Clarksburg.     Pop.,  1880,  724.      Vol.,  1884,  $188,543.     Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $116;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $113. 

When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  Oct.  21,  1884,  this  town  had 
no  paupers,  no  insane,  no  almshouse,  and  had  paid  nothing  for 
paupers  for  nearly  two  years. 

Dalton.  Pop.,  1880,  2,052.  Val.,  1884,  $1,571 ,373.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,174;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $G16;  cost  of  insane  in 
hospitals,  $0;  net  cost  of  partial  support,  $500. 

Dalton  has  no  almshouse,  but  boards  its  poor  in  private  families 
(in  one  instance  at  a  boarding-house),  or  aids  them  at  their  own 
homes.  Of  the  8  persons  fully  supported  by  Dalton,  when  visited 
Nov.  15,  1884,  by  E.  I.  White,  four  live  in  other  towns,  and  one 
of  them  receives  her  allowance  of  $120  a  year  in  lieu  of  damages, 
for  an  injury  received  on  the  town  highway.  One  of  the  8  is  an 
insane  woman,  T.  E.,  40,  who  boards  around  with  different  fami- 
lies, as  she  pleases,  the  town  allowing  $2  a  week  for  her  board, 
and  she  doing  housework  in  addition.  She  is  harmless  and  well 
cared  for.  None  of  the  others  arc  children,  and  most  of  them  old 
people  who  cither  live  by  themselves  or  board  with  relatives.  The 
latest  on  the  list  is  a  man  of  70,  who  has  been  placed  by  the  Over- 
seers in  a  house  owned  by  the  town,  where  he  is  furnished  with 
wood,  provisions,  etc.,  to  the  amount  of  $125.  Half  the  amount 
expended  in   this  town  for  full    support,  might   equally   well    be 
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entered  as  out-door  relief;  but  the  whole  cost  to  the  town  is  not 
excessive,  considering  its  population  and  valuation.  In  individual 
cases  the  town  allowance  is  liberal. 


Egremont.  Pop.,  1880,  875.  Veil.,  1884,  $419,064.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,073;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $662;  cost  of  insane  in 
hospitals,  $184;  net  cost  of  ont-door  relief,  $200. 

This  town  has  no  almshouse  and  boards  its  poor  in  private  fami- 
lies, generally  with  their  relatives.  The  only,  one  seen  by  the  vis- 
itor, E.  I.  White,  Nov.  14,  1884,  was  an  idiotic  woman  who 
boards  with  her  sister-in-law,  and  is  well  cared  for.  There  are  no 
insane  in  the  town,  but  one  patient  is  supported  at  the  Northamp- 
ton Hospital. 

Florida.  Pop.,  1880,  459.  Vol.,  1884,  $157,811.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$60;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $52;  cost  of  insane  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $8. 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  B.  A.  An- 
drews, Oct.  21,  1884,  was  maintaining  but  one  pauper,  an  insane 
man,  (M.  B.  H.,  69),  who  last  year  was  boarded  in  town  at  $1  a 
week,  but  was  sent  to  the  Northampton  Hospital,  Feb.  15,  1884, 
which  will  of  course  increase  the  cost  to  the  town  considerably 
above  the  figures  just  given. 

Great  Barrington.  Pop.,  1880,  4,653.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,787,873.  Net  cost 
of  pauperism,  $2, 412;  net  cost  at  almshouse,  $1,000;  of  insane  in  hos- 
pitals, $831 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


This  town  has  never  owned  an  almshouse,  but  for  nine  years 
past,  by  a  contract  with  W.  P.  Turner  (who  receives  $1,050  a 
year  for  the  maintenance  of  all  paupers  fulty  supported,  except 
the  insane),  has  kept  an  almshouse  under  his  management  in  build- 
ings owned  by  Mr.  Turner.  His  contract  was  renewed  this  year 
and  is  exclusive  of  the  insane,  who  are  all  kept  at  the  Northamp- 
ton Hospital,  but  obliges  him  to  clothe  the  paupers.  He  occupies 
a  large,  two-story  farm-house,  1£  miles  from  the  railroad  station,  on 
the  road  to  Monterey ;  using  the  main  h  use  for  himself  and  fam- 
ily, and  an  ell,  apparently  older,  and  not  in  so  good  repair,  for  the 
paupers,  who  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  Nov.  14,  1884,  num- 
bered 11.  Six  of  these  belong  to  one  family,  — Gr.  W.,32,  a  help- 
less invalid,  his  wife,  C.  W.,  28,  and  4  children,  L.  W.,  12;  E. 
W.,  9  ;  Ed.  W.  5,  and  M.  W.,  3.  Three  of  these  children  go  to 
the  town  schoo1  not  far  from  the  almshouse,  and  the  whole  family 
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occupy  one  large  room  up-stairs.  Of  the  other  five  inmates,  3  are 
men,  all  about  70,  and  2  women,  one  of  whom  is  feeble  minded. 
There  are  6  sleeping  rooms  for  these  five  inmates ;  but  one  room, 
formerly  occupied  by  an  insane  woman,  now  at  the  Northampton 
Hospital,  is  empty.  The  dining-room  for  the  paupers  is  used  also 
as  a  sitting-room  ;  there  is  no  bath-room,  and  no  regular  time  for 
bathing.  The  water  supply  is  good,  the  drainage  not  objection- 
able, but  the  rooms  are  not  well-furnished ;  nor  was  the  bedding 
or  clothing  of  the  inmates  up  to  the  usual  almshouse  standard. 
Two  of  the  inmates  —  one  man  and  one  woman  —  work  for  Mr. 
Turner,  and  the  men  receives  nominal  wages. 

Hancock.  Pop.,  1880,  642.  Val,  1884,  $381,444.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$447;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $345;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
SO ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief 


Hancock  has  never  had  an  almshouse,  and  maintains  very  few 
paupers,  who  board  in  families.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White, 
Nov.  15,  1884,  three  persons,  all  women,  were  fully  supported 
by  the  town,  either  in  Hancock  or  Cheshire.  One  of  these  is 
an  insane  woman,  Mrs.  S.  W.,  who  boards  with  her  brother  at 
$2  a  week  ;  a  woman  of  84  boards  with  her  daughter  in  Hancock, 
at  $3  a  week  ;  the  third  pauper  boards  in  Cheshire  at  $85  per  year, 
and  all  seem  to  be  in  good  places. 

Hinsdale.  Pop.,  1880,  1,595.  Val,  1884,  $783,247.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,568;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,031;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $170;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $365. 

This  town  has  no  almshouse  and  no  insane  supported  in  town  ; 
there  is  one  patient  at  Northampton  Hospital.  When  visited  by 
E.  I.  White,  Nov.  18,  1884,  there  were  but  two  paupers  fully 
supported,  —  a  man  and  woman,  in  different  families,  the  woman 
at  Si. 50  per  week  besides  clothing,  and  the  man  at  $1  per  week. 
The  Overseers  appear  to  reckon  as  "  full  support  in  families,"  what 
in  most  towns  would  be  called  partial  support  j  in  fact,  the  whole 
pauper  system  of  Hinsdale  as  of  many  other  Berkshire  towns,  is 
one  of  out-door  relief. 

Lanesborough.  Pop.,  1880,  1,286.  Val,  1884,  $561,431.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $553;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $461;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $42. 

Instead  of  an  almshouse  or  a  special  contract,  this  town  boards 
its  paupers  in  different  families  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and 
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one,  a  child,  in  Pittsfield  at  $2  a  week,  which  is  the  ordinary  price 
of  pauper  board  in  Lanesborough.  Besides  this  child,  one  man 
and  3  women  were  fully  supported,  Nov.  24,  1884,  when  the 
town  was  visited  by  E.  I.  White.  One  of  these,  an  old  German 
woman,  keeps  house  by  herself  and  is  furnished  with  supplies  as 
she  needs  them,  but  at  no  great  cost  throughout  the  year.  There 
are  no  insane  either  in  the  town  or  the  hospitals  supported  by 
Lanesborough. 

Lee.  Pop.,  1880,  3,939.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,898,521.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
#4,509;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,515;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$1,487;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,500. 

Lee  is  one  of  the  few  towns  in  Berkshire  which  maintains  an 
almshouse.  It  is  nearly  a  mile  east  from  Lee  village,  on  the  "  hill 
road,"  a  wooden  building  1^  stories  high,  with  a  small  ell,  more 
recently  built.  The  whole  is  ill  arranged  and  not  well  suited  for 
an  almshouse.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  Oct.  22,  1884.  it 
was  over-crowded,  with  ten  inmates,  7  men  and  3  women.  One 
woman  (K.  C,  44),  is  insane,  quiet  and  harmless,  but  in  feeble 
health.  Two  of  the  men  are  idiotic  or  imbecile,  and  nearly  all  the 
inmates  are  old  people  unable  to  do  much  work.  All  were  well 
clad  and  had  an  abundance  of  good  food ;  the  rooms  were  clean 
and  the  bedding  sufficient  and  in  fairly  good  order.  One  of  the 
sleeping-rooms  is  in  the  basement  of  the  main  building  and  occu- 
pied by  5  men,  both  as  a  day  room  and  a  dormitory,  being  the 
only  room  for  inmates  which  can  be  heated.  The  sanitarjr  condi- 
tion of  the  premises  was  good,  the  barn  in  good  repair,  the  farm 
containing  only  four  acres.  Hatsell  M.  Buck,  superintendent  (here 
since  1876,  salary  $440),  not  only  keeps  the  almshouse,  but  repairs 
the  roads  and  sewers  and  acts  as  town  undertaker. 

Lenox.  Pop.,  1880,  2,043.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,450,646.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,538;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $672;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $219 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $650. 

This  town,  though  large,  has  no  almshouse,  and  boards  its 
paupers,  several  of  whom  are  colored  people,  in  private  families 
in  Lenox,  Dalton  and  Otis,  at  from  $1  to  $2.50  per  week.  Of  the 
half  dozen  persons  fully  supported  when  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
Nov.  12,  1884,  several  receive  allowances  at  their  own  houses 
instead  of  being  regularly  boarded,  and  might  therefore  be  classed 
as  cases  of  out-door  relief.  The  fact  that  so  many  of  the  town's 
poor  are  colored,  is  an  objection  in  the  minds  of  many  white  peo- 
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pie  to  maintaining  a  town  almshouse,  which  would  bring  the  white 
and  colored  people  together  in  the  same  small  family.  The  same 
objection  to  in-door  relief  was  found  to  exist  in  the  adjoining  town 
of  Stockbridge. 

Monterey.  Pop.,  1880,  635.  Val.,  1884,  $232,047.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $348  ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $190 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $158. 

Monterey,  when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  Oct.  23,  1884,  was 
boarding  its  three  paupers,  one,  an  insane  woman,  W.  H.  M.,  68, 
just  brought  from  Northampton  Hospital  in  private  families,  gen- 
erally of  their  relatives.  The  insane  man  lives  with  his  wife  on  a 
farm  owned  by  his  brother,  and  all  are  well  cared  for. 

Mount  Washington.  Pop.,  1880,  205.  Val.,  1884,  $78,948.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $182;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $116;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $66. 

No  almshouse  and  very  few  paupers  in  this  town  ;  only  two 
fully  supported  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  Nov.  14,  1884. 
There  are  no  insane  in  the  town  or  supported  by  the  town  in  hos- 
pitals. One  of  the  two  paupers,  a  deformed  cripple,  feeble- 
minded, and  formerly  a  pupil  at  the  Idiot  School,  is  boarded  at  $2 
a  week  and  clothed  by  the  town.  When  seen,  his  clothing  was  in- 
sufficient, his  bed  dirty  and  the  whole  household  arrangements  of 
his  boarding  place  shiftless.  The  other  pauper  boards  in  a  very 
good  place  at  the  same  price,  $2  a  week. 

New  Ashford.  Pop.,  1880,  203.  Val,  1884,  $84,700.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $286 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $283 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $3. 

This  town  needs  no  almshouse,  having  had  only  one  pauper 
fully  supported  last  year  and  none  when  visited  Nov.  15, 
1884,  by  E.  I.  White.  An  insane  woman  (Mrs.  V.  B.,  45), 
boards  with  her  sister,  at  the  expense  of  her  husband,  near  the  post- 
office  ;  well-dressed  and  well-treated. 

Nu\A^MAitLBOROUGn.  Pop. ,  1880.  1,870.  Val,  1884,  $628,007.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,012;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,505;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $373;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

This  large  town  has  no  almshouse  and  nearly  half  the  paupers 
supported  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  Nov.  13,  1884,  were  a 
mother  and  three  children  (J.  CO.,  13,C.C,  10,  and  T.  C.,7),who 
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live  together  in  a  house  hired  by  the  town,  and  receive  8144  a  year 
towards  their  support.  Four  other  persous  were  boarding  in  New 
Marlborough  with  different  families,  —  one  girl,  E.  O.,  11,  at  $1.50 
a  week  ;  two  old  men  at  82  a  week,  one  old  man  boarding  with  his 
wife  and  drawing  an  allowance  of  890  a  year  from  the  town  ;  and 
one  pauper,  a  woman,  boards  in  Lee  with  her  brother-in-law,  for 
S75  a  year.  The  cost  of  pauperism  in  this  town  is  large,  com- 
pared with  the  population,  and  the  expense  in  town  could  proba- 
bly be  reduced  by  establishing  an  almshouse  or  maintaining  all  the 
poor  in  a  single  family.     No  insane  persons  are  reported  in  town. 

North  Adams.  Pop.,  1830,  10,191.  Vol.,  1884,  S1,95G,630.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  S3,7S1;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,368;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $1,181;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  SI, 000. 

North  Adams  received  the  old  almshouse  of  Adams,  built  long 
before  the  town  was  divided,  and  when  visited  Oct.  13,  1884,  by  B. 
A.  Andrews,  this  almshouse  contained  the  paupers  of  both  towns. 
It  stands  two  miles  south  of  the  railroad  station  on  the  road 
to  Adams.  —  a  large  wooden  structure  with  a  farm  of  245  acres. 
The  interior  of  the  building  is  not  well  arranged  for  keeping  the 
sexes  separate,  and  much  trouble  has  resulted  from  this  in  past 
years.  In  other  respects  it  is  ill-arranged,  although  some  improve- 
ment has  recently  been  made  by  adding  a  small  ell  with  two  sleep- 
ing-rooms, one  of  which  can  be  used  as  a  hospital.  The  inmates' 
dining-room  is  also  their  sitting-room,  and  in  winter  is  used  by  two 
or  more  persons  as  a  sleeping-room.  No  adequate  means  for 
bathing  exist.  In  their  last  report,  the  selectmen  of  Adams  say 
that  this  almshouse  is  over-crowded,  and  add  :  "  It  seems'almost 
impossible  to  provide  for  the  number  of  inmates  furnished  03-  this 
town  and  North  Adams  in  a  decent  or  comfortable  manner  as 
things  now  exist.  Tne  two  methods  to  remedy  this  evil  are  ob- 
vious ones.  To  build  an  addition  to  the  present  old  and  inconven- 
ient structure,  it  seems  would  hardly  be  a  wise  remedy,  as 
every  addition  would  increase  the  inconvenience  which  is  so 
annoying  at  present.  To  sell  our  interest  in  the  farm  and  pur- 
chase or  build  for  ourselves  is  the  next  avenue  [of  escape."  The 
number  of  inmates  belonging  to  North  Adams  at  the  time  o^  the 
visit  was  24,  of  whom  one,  a  woman  (B.  C,  31),  is  insane,  but 
quiet  and  harmless.  Five  of  the  24  were  children  belonging  to 
North  Adams,  viz.:  W.  E.,  13.  Mary  E.,  9,  Maud  E.,  6,  chil- 
dren of  L.  E.,  33.  who  was  also  an  inmate,  and  T.  C,  9,  and  P. 
C,  2,  children   of  another  inmate.     All  these  children  should  be 
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removed  from  the  almshouse.  The  oM  superintendent  has  retired 
and  been  succeeded,  March  10,  1884,  by  Frank  Hall,  salary  $500. 
The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  the  farm  productive  and 
the  out-buildings  in  good  repair.  The  inmates  were  well-clothed 
and  well  supplied  with  food,  and  the  general  management  good 
considering  the  inconvenience  of  the  house. 

Otis.  Pop.,  1880,  785.  Val.,  1881,  $211,232.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,109;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $939;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $170. 

Otis,  visited  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Fisher,  Oct.  14,  1884,  has  no  alms- 
house nor  any  one  place  for  the  support  of  its  poor,  but  makes  an 
allowance  to  some  in  their  own  houses,  and  boards  others  in  differ- 
ent families  at  different  prices  from  $1  to  $3  per  week.  One  old 
woman  is  furnished  with  a  house,  one  cow,  and  some  poultry, 
besides  paying  her  daughter,  who  has  the  care  of  her,  $1.50  a  week. 
Another  old  woman  lives  in  the  house  which  was  hers,  but  which 
she  gave  to  the  town  in  consideration  of  her  support.  One  child, 
a  girl,  R.  P.,  8,  is  boarded  at  $1  per  week  in  a  good  family,  who 
would  like  to  keep  her. 

Peru.  Pop.,  1880,  403.  Vol.,  1884,  $120,736.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$233;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $220;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $25. 

This  is  a  small  town  with  few  paupers  and  no  almshouse. 
When  visited,  Nov.  15,  1884,  by  E.  I.  White,  there  were  but  three 
paupers  fully  supported,  besides  an  insane  woman  at  the  North- 
ampton Hospital  (A.  E.  B.,  26),  whose  settlement  is  in  doubt 
between  Peru  and  Worthington.  Of  the  three  (all  women  and  all 
above  GO)  who  are  supported  in  town,  one  (Mrs.  S.  K.,  65)  is 
insane,  and  boards  with  her  married  son  ;  she  is  quiet  and  harm- 
less, and  has  never  been  at  a  hospital.  The  two  sane  women 
board  in  other  families  at  $1.50  and  $1.75  a  week  each,  and 
appear  to  be  well  treated. 

Pittsfield.  Pop.,  1880,  13,3G4.  Val.,  1884,  $8,491,050.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $9,329;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  S2,233;  of  support  at 
lunatic  hospitals,  $2,019  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $5,000. 

The  Pittsfield  almshouse,  now  the  largest  in  Berkshire  County, 
was  built  in  1861  on  a  farm  of  120  acres,  now  reduced  to  80  acres, 
on  the  road  to  Hancock,  north  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
and  about  2£  miles  west  of  Pittsfield  station.     The  original  build- 
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ings  have  been  once  or  twice  enlarged,  and  last  }^ear  a  wing  was 
added  containing  16  rooms  for  the  chronic  insane,  a  new  bath- 
room and  other  conveniences.  These  new  rooms  are  of  good  size, 
with  iron  screens  in  the  windows  ;  they  open  on  both  sides  of  a 
corridor  about  8  feet  wide,  heated  b}r  steam,  but  generally  have  no 
heat  in  the  rooms.  The  rest  of  the  front  building,  which  is  wholly 
of  wood,  is  fairly  well  built,  but  an  ell  running  back  to  the  north 
is  very  old,  ill  constructed,  and  in  winter  too  cold  to  be  comfort- 
ably occupied  b}T  the  poor,  who  are  therefore  moved  at  the  ap- 
proach of  winter  into  the  newer  rooms  of  the  front  building. 
This  removal  was  going  on  when  the  house  was  visited  Irv  the  In- 
spector of  Charities,  Oct.  29,  at  8.30  a.m.,  and  consequently 
there  was  some  disorder  in  these  parts  of  the  building.  The  Su- 
perintendent, Mr.  Hermance,  has  been  here  since  April,  1883  ; 
salary,  $500.  His  wife  is  matron  and  his  son,  a  young  man  of  per- 
haps 25,  has  special  charge  of  the  insane  inmates.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hermance  are  kindly  and  thoughtful  persons,  and  have  had  charge 
of  an  almshouse  in  Nebraska  before  coming  here.  They  have  no 
special  acquaintance  with  insanity  as  a  disease,  but  treat  the 
insane  with  kindness  and  seem  to  take  good  care  of  them  in  gen- 
eral. The  number  of  inmates  actually  present  was  26,  of  whom 
12  were  insane.  These  mostly  occupy  the  new  rooms  for  the 
insane  above-mentioned.  The  rooms  in  the  lower  story  are  given 
up  to  women  and  those  up-stairs  to  men,  with  the  exception  of  one 
of  the  up-stairs  rooms  occupied  by  S.  C,  an  old  almshouse  case 
noisily  insane,  whose  condition  has  been  described  several  times 
by  the  almshouse  visitors.  Her  habits  are  much  the  same  as  when 
visited  in  1880,  and  she  still  makes  an  abundant  and  annoying  use 
of  water  wherever  she  is.  She  spends  most  of  her  time  in  her 
room,  where  she  was  seen.  When  her  door  was  opened  she  rushed 
out  with  two  or  three  dishes,  which  she  placed  on  the  floor  of  the 
corridor,  and  then  began  to  talk  in  the  most  abusive  manner  and  in 
a  very  loud  voice.  She  continued  this  long  after  her  part  of  the 
building  was  left.  She  formerly  assaulted  the  matron  and  some  of 
the  inmates,  but  is  now  so  much  secluded  that  she  seldom  does  so. 
It  does  not  appear  that  she  was  ever  in  a  hospital,  although  she 
has  been  insane  for  15  or  20  years,  and  at  this  almshouse  since 
July,  1867.  Nine  of  the  12  mentioned  above  as  insane  have  been 
at  the  Northampton  Hospital,  and  most  of  these  were  transferred 
directly  to  the  almshouse,  Nov.  22,  1883,  soon  after  the  new  rooms 
were  made  available.  Several  of  those  so  transferred  have  since 
lefc  the  almshouse,  and  one,  J.  F.,  has  been  taken  home  and  sup- 
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ported  by  his  own  family.  Tbe  board  of  one  woman  is  paid  by 
her  friends.  Three  children  were  temporarily  at  the  almshouse, 
till  they  could  be  sent  to  their  town  of  settlement.  The  average 
weekly  cost  here  is  above  $2. 

Richmond.  Pop.,  1880,  1,124.  Vol.,  1884,  $488,659.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,100;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $188;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $255  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


This  town  has  no  almshouse  and  no  contract  with  any  citizen  for 
the  support  of  its  poor,  who  are  aided  in  their  own  homes  or 
boarded  in  families.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  Nov.  17,  1884, 
three  paupers  were  fully  supported,  besides  one  patient  at  North- 
ampton. These  were  two  men  and  one  woman  ;  one  man,  par- 
alyzed and  needing  much  care,  is  boarded  at  Lebanon,  N.  Y.,  for 
$3  a  week  ;  another  man  lives  in  his  own  shanty  and  receives  $2  a 
week,  and  the  woman  occupies  her  own  house  and  receives  about 
the  same  allowance.  Among  cases  of  partial  support  are  counted 
a  blind  man  with  his  wife  and  3  children,  who  live  in  a  house  with- 
out rent,  and  receive  $12  a  month  besides  fuel.  There  are  no 
insane  persons  in  town  ;    but  one,  a  woman,  died  here  last  spring. 

Sandisfield.  Pop.,  1880,  1,107.  Vol.,  1884,  $395,812.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,052 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $648  ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $193;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $156. 

No  almshouse  and  no  insane,  except  one  at  Northampton.  Six 
paupers  board  in  town  and  one  at  Easthampton  ;  four  of  those  in 
Sandisfield  live  in  one  family,  the  head  of  which  receives  $6.50  a 
week  for  the  four, — the  town  clothing  them.  The  others  board 
with  relatives  at  less  than  $2  a  week.  All  are  upwards  of  70, 
except  L.  P.,  an  idiotic  man,  and  five  of  the  7  are  women.  They 
seem  to  be  well  cared  for.     (Visited  November  13,  by  E.  I.  White.) 

Savoy.  Pop.,  1880,  715.  Val,  1884,  $190,183.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$775;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $664;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $100. 

Savoy  has  no  almshouse  but  boards  many  paupers,  two  of  whom, 
a  man  and  a  woman  (E.  S.,  74.  and  R.  S.,  60),  are  insane,  and 
two  women  are  idiotic, — J.  E.,  54,  and  E.  L.,  30.  Of  the  8  per- 
sons fully  supported,  4  board  in  one  family.  The  insane  woman 
keeps  house  for  her  brother  and  is  aided  by  the  town  ;  the  insane 
man  "keeps  bachelor's  hall"  with  a  farmer ;  both  do  some  work. 
Two  children  (L.  II.,  8,  and  M.  II.,  7),  board  in  different  families 
at  $2  and  $1.50  a  week.      (Visited  November  18,  by  E.  I.  White.) 
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Sheffield.  Pop.,  1880,  2,204.  Vol.,  1884,  $914,535.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,828;  cost  of  full  support  iu  families,  $1,000;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, 8215  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $600. 

No  almshouse,  no  insane  in  town ;  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White, 
November  13,  seven  paupers  were  fully  supported  ;  two  of  them  in 
other  towns  at  $2  a  week ;  2  feeble-minded  women  in  one  family  in 
Sheffield  at  $3  a  week  each  ;  one  paralyzed  woman  at  $3.50  in  an- 
other family  ;  another  woman  at  $2  a  week  in  a  third  family,  and 
an  infant  child  (colored)  in  a  fourth  family.  No  other  children, 
are  supported  by  the  town,  and  the  six  adult  poor  are  all  over  60 
and  several  over  80.     They  seem  to  be  well  cared  for. 

Stockbridge.  Pop.,  2,357.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,334,370.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,798;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $474;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $417;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $925. 

No  almshouse,  and  very  few  paupers  fulry  supported  when  vis- 
ited October  29,  by  F.  B.  Sanborn.  These  are  boarded  in  different 
private  families  in  town,  generally  at  $2.50  a  week.  A  former 
contract  for  maintaining  all  the  poor  in  one  family  has  been  given 
up,  —  the  people  believing  that  they  can  be  more  comfortably  pro- 
vided for  when  persons  of  different  nationalities  and  habits  are  not 
forced  to  mingle  together. 

Tybixgham.  Pop.,  1880,  542.  Val.,  1884,  $236,168.  Xet  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, 8242  ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $232  •  of  insane  in  hospitals, 
80 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  SO. 

No  almshouse,  no  insane  in  hospitals  or  in  town,  and  only  2 
paupers  when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October  23.  These  board 
in  one  family,  are  both  women,  —  one  of  them,  B.  H.,  26,  an  epilep- 
tic, but  able  to  do  some  work.  They  appear  to  be  well  cared  for  ; 
cost  about  82.75  a  week  for  each. 

Washington.  Pop.,  1880,  493.  Val.\  1884,  #207,522.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, 8219  ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $195  ;  of  insane  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $25. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  Nov.  17,  by  E.  I.  White,  only 
two  paupers,  neither  of  them  fully  supported.  A  man,  J.  J.,  78, 
boards  in  a  family  at  $90  a  year,  but  clothes  himself  and  is  often 
absent  buying  and  selling  cattle,  and  thus  earning  some  money. 
An  idiotic  girl  boards  with  her  mother  in  Pittsfield,  the  town  allow- 
ing $50  a  year.     No  insane  in  town  or  in  hospitals. 
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West  Stockbridge.  Pop.,  1880,  1,923.  Val.,  1884,  $731,384.  Net  cost 
of  pauperism,  $1,782;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $230;  of  sup- 
port in  hospitals,  $0;  net  cost  of  out-cioor  relief,  $1,625. 

No  almshouse,  but  the  town  last  spring  contracted  with  two  cit- 
izens who  agree  to  assume  all  the  pauper  expenses  for  $1,225  a 
year.  The  overseers  are  thought  to  have  expended  too  much  last 
year.  The  contractors  have  fitted  up  an  old  house,  called  the 
almshouse,  but  this  does  not  receive  all  the  poor.  When  visited 
by  E.  I.  White,  November  24,  it  contained  only  two  inmates,  —  a 
woman  and  her  deaf-mute  son,  who  commonly  supports  himself, 
but  is  now  dependent.  Others  of  the  poor  are  boarded  with  their 
relatives  or  live  in  houses  where  they  receive  an  allowance  from  the 
contractors.     No  insane  supported  in  town. 


Williamstown.  Pop. ,  1880,  3,394.  Fa?.,  1884,  $1,671,516.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $1,494;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $782;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $0;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $700. 

Williamstown  maintains  an  almshouse  by  contract  with  John  E. 
Lamb,  who  has  taken  charge  of  the  poor  in  this  way  for  8  years 
and  boards  them  for  $2.25  a  week  on  his  farm,  3  miles  from  the 
village,  where  they  occupy  a  small  house,  very  ill-arranged,  and  in 
part  another  farm-house  next  to  Mr.  Lamb's.  When  visited  by 
B.  A.  Andrews,  October  21,  there  were  six  inmates  of  both  houses, 
including  one  who  generally  sleeps  in  the  barn.  Four  of  these  are 
men,  and  two  women,  one  of  the  latter  (E.  P.,  76)  being  insane, 
and  formerly  a  patient  at  Northampton.  She  is  quiet  and  harm- 
less and,  like  the  other  inmates,  appears  to  be  content  with  her  situ- 
ation, although  the  buildings  occupied  are  far  below  the  average 
almshouse  standard.  The  food  furnished  is  abundant  and  good, 
the  inmates  are  well  clothed  and  perhaps  as  comfortable  as  they 
would  be  at  an  ordinary  almshouse.  One  child,  a  girl,  C.  W.,  12, 
is  boarded  in  another  family  at  $2  a  week. 

Windsor.  Pop.,  1880,  664.  Val.,  1884,  $216,421.  Net  cost  of  pauperism , 
$318;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $198;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $125. 

No  almshouse,  no  insane,  and  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  No- 
vember 18,  there  were  but  two  paupers,  both  men,  one  of  whom  is 
boarded  in  Peru,  at  $90  per  year,  clothing  and  expense  of  illness 
not  included  ;  and  the  other,  who  is  90  years  old,  boards  in  Wind- 
sor at  $100  a  year  on  the  terms   above-mentioned.     He  is  quite 
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infirm,  but  has  a  good  appetite  and  complains  that  at  the  table 
they  give  him  "the  smallest  piece  of  pie."  He  seems  to  be  well 
treated. 


BRISTOL    COUNTY.      Pop.,    1880,    139,040.      Vol.,    1884,    $  114,246,026. 
Net  cost  of  pauperism,  $133,419. 

Acushnet.  Pop.,  1880,  1,105.  Vol.,  1884,  $633,550.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,280;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $500;  of  insane  in  hospitals, 
$355 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $425. 

The  Acushnet  almshouse,  built  about  1824,  stands  at  Long 
Plain,  four  miles  from  Brailey's  Station  on  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
and  2  miles  from  the  Rochester  almshouse,  —  a  large  two-story 
wooden  building,  occupied  in  the  second  story  and  attic  by  paupers. 
There  is  a  farm  of  25  acres,  not  very  productive.  The  house 
lias  been  improved  within  two  years  and  its  sanitary  condition  is 
now  reasonably  good.  Superintendent,  A.  M.  Besse,  here  two 
years;  salary,  $160.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  October  7, 
there  were  7  inmates,  4  men  and  3  women  ;  of  whom  a  man, 
P.  J.,  72,  and  a  woman,  A.  B.,  54,  are  insane.  They  are  quiet 
and  harmless  and  the  woman's  board  is  paid  at  $2  a  week  from 
property  recently  inherited.  One  man  and  2  women  are  feeble- 
minded. 


Attleborough.  Pop.,  1880,  11,111.  Vol.,  1884,  $5,661,828.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $4,991;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,883;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $1,439;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,800. 

The  Attleborough  almshouse,  built  about  1840,  stands  3  miles  west 
of  the  Attleborough  station  on  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad, 
on  the  road  leading  to  North  Attleborough,  —  a  large  wooden  house, 
visited,  October  8,  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Prentiss  and  found  in  good  condi- 
tion. The  8  inmates,  3  men,  2  women  and  3  boys,  occupy  rooms 
in  both  stories,  and  there  are  two  small  rooms  for  hospital  use 
down  stairs.  A  tramp  room  with  barred  windows  is  in  the  second 
story.  All  the  inmates  were  well  clothed  and  seem  to  be  well 
treated  ;  2  are  insane,  both  men,  L.  N.,  52,  who  works  occasion- 
ally, and  S.  C,  an  epileptic  formerly,  and  now  demented.  One  of 
the  three  boys  is  blind  and  has  been  at  the  Blind  As}dum,  another 
is  an  invalid,  and  the  third,  who  goes  to  school,  is  not  very  bright. 
The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  the  farm  large  (140 
acres) ,  but  not  much  cultivated.     The  almshouse  is  too  small  for 
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the  present  population  of  the  town,  which  occasions  a  large  ex- 
penditure for  out-door  relief.  Superintendent,  Wm.  Norwood, 
here  two  years  ;  salary,  $375. 


Berkley.  Pop.,  1880,  927.  Val.,  1884,  $410,974.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$961;  cost  of  support  in  almshouse,  $307;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$369 ;  uet  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1764,  is  in  quite  good  repair,  but 
ill  arranged  and  will  soon  be  remodelled,  if  a  new  house  is  not 
built.  It  is  2£  miles  from  Berkley  bridge  and  7  from  Taunton,  — 
a  small  one-story  building  with  5  sleeping-rooms.  When  visited 
by  E.  I.  White,  October  4,  it  contained  5  inmates,  —  2  men,  2 
boys  and  a  girl.  The  children  are  brothers  and  a  sister  deserted 
by  their  parents ;  they  are  bright  children  and  go  to  the  town 
school ;  the  men  are  both  feeble-minded.  The  sanitar}r  condi- 
tions are  good  ;  the  farm  contains  one  hundred  acres  of  good  land. 
Superintendent,  E.  E.  Lane,  a  }'Oung  man,  here  since  April  1. 
Salary,  $200. 


Dartmouth.  Pop.,  1880,  3,430.  Val..  1884,  $1,892,850.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $4,872;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,117 ;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $894;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,750. 
This  town  built  a  new  almshouse  during  1883-4  on  the  old  farm 
three  miles  from  New  Bedford  ;  a  two-story  wooden  building  64 x 
34  ft.,  with  slated  roof  and  a  two-story  ell,  26X15  ft.  The  dining 
and  sitting  rooms  for  inmates,  kitchens,  etc.,  and  the  quarters  of 
the  superintendent  (John  F.  Mosher,  here  5  years;  salary,  $425), 
occup3T  the  first  story.  In  the  second  story  are  four  single  sleep- 
ing-rooms and  a  hospital  room,  besides  two  large  dormitories,  one 
for  men,  the  other  for  women  ;  the  attic  contains  two  strong-rooms 
not  yet  occupied.  The  new  house  was  first  occupied  in  June,  but 
the  arrangement  is  not  very  convenient,  though  the  sexes  are  prop- 
erly separated  ;  the  bedsteads  are  iron,  the  bedding  in  good  condi- 
tion and  partly  new.  When  visited  November  1,  by  E.  I.  White, 
there  were  15  inmates,  —  7  men,  6  women,  one  boy,  and  one  girl  (F. 
A.  Hi,  4),  who  is  here  with  her  mother.  Five  of  them  are  80  or 
upwards,  and  5  of  each  sex  occupy  single  beds  in  the  large  dormi- 
tories. Many  of  the  inmates  are  helpers,  none  are  insane,  but  3 
are  feeble-minded.  They  are  well  clothed  and  seem  to  be  well 
cared  for. 
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Dighton.  Pop.,  1880,  1,791.  FaZ.,  1884,  $719,275.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,173;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $562;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$312 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

The  Dighton  almshouse  was  built  about  1850  in  a  secluded  spot, 
six  miles  from  Dighton  station,  a  wooden  house,  not  in  very  good 
repair,  and  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  July  4,  not  in  good  order. 
Superintendent,  A.  L.  Leonard  ;  salaiy,  $250.  There  are  nine 
sleeping-rooms,  besides  two  in  the  attic,  but  only  4  inmates,  one 
man,  3  women.  One  woman  is  insane  and  very  feeble.  Sanitary 
conditions  good. 

Easton.  Pop.,  1880,  3,902.  Val.,  1884,  $3,388,102.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $6,250 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,926  ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$950;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $3,000. 

The  old  Easton  almshouse,  built  in  1784,  was  discontinued  some 
years  ago,  but  the  present  building,  a  two- story  wooden  house 
with  a  one-story  ell,  built  about  1874,  is  out  of  repair,  and  when 
visited  July  29,  by  Dr.  8.  M.  Crawford,  was  in  an  unsatisfactory 
sanitary  condition.  The  buildings  stand  not  far  from  the  railroad 
station  on  a  farm  of  150  acres  ;  the  superintendent  is  Charles  T. 
Wade,  here  at  intervals  for  14  years ;  salaiy,  $500.  The  inmates 
were  12,  8  men,  2  women,  3  children,  —  one  of  these,  W.  H.  F., 
8,  is  weak-minded  and  the  son  of  a  weak-minded  woman  who  is 
here  ;  the  other  two  are  orphans.  One  of  the  men,  C.  F.  W.,  50,  is 
insane  and  sometimes  violent ;  is  secluded  occasionally  and  always 
locked  in  at  night.  Three  other  men  are  idiotic  or  imbecile. 
Each  inmate  has  a  separate  bed,  but  these  were  not  generally  found 
in  good  condition,  nor  was  the  discipline  or  cleanliness  of  the  es- 
tablishment up  to  the  usual  standard  of  almshouse  management  in 
Bristol  County. 

Fairhaven.  Pop.,  1880,2,875.  Val.,  1884,  $1,401,575.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3,587;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,986;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $450;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,150. 

The  Fairhaven  almshouse,  one  mile  north  of  the  bridge  to  New 
Bedford,  is  a  large,  square,  two-story  wooden  house,  with  additions 
quite  as  large,  in  which  the  inmates  live,  —  the  main  house  being 
occupied  by  the  Superintendent,  B.  W.  Hadley,  here  since  Oct.  15, 
1883,  salary  $350.  The  management  is  good,  —much  better  than 
formerly,  —  and  the  house,  which  was  built  in  1846,  has  been  repaired 
and  enlarged.     It  now  contains  a  hospital  room  for  offensive  cases, 
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of  which  there  is  always  one  or  more  here.  The  sanitary  condi- 
tions are  good  and  the  space  sufficient  fur  all  the  inmates,  but  not 
completely  separated  as  between  the  sexes.  The  furniture  is  good 
and  the  supplies  of  food  and  clothing  abundant.  When  visited  by 
E.  I.  White,  November  1,  there  were  eight  inmates,  3  men  and  5 
women,  all  upwards  of  40,  and  2  of  them  insane,  —  a  man  and  a 
woman,  —  B.  F.  T.,  49,  who  has  improved  and  works  steadily,  and 
J.  H.,  44,  whose  condition  grows  worse.  Both  are  quiet  and  harm- 
less. The  farm  of  100  acres  is  well  cultivated,  and  the  insane  man 
works  on  it. 


Fall  River.  Pop.,  1880,  48,961.  Vol.,  1884,  $44,286,677.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $40,487;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $13,966;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $7,684;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $18,000. 

The  Fall  River  almshouse  was  built ~about  1858,  and  a  hospital 
for  the  sick  poor  of  the  city  has  since  been  built  on  the  same 
grounds,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  north  from  the  city  hall,  near 
Highland  Avenue.  There  is  also  a  building  used  as  a  truant 
school,  standing  in  the  rear  of  the  almshouse,  and  doing  double 
duty  as  schoolhouse  and  woodshed,  the  truant  children  lodging  in 
different  parts  of  the  almshouse  building.  The  latter  is  of  stone, 
two  stories,  with  a  basement  and  attic,  its  length  about  65  feet,  its 
width  less  than  50.  It  has  long  been  over-crowded,  and  complaint 
was  made  in  1881,  of  its  unsuitable  sanitary  condition  and  its 
lack  of  proper  accommodation  for  the  chronic  insane.  Since  then 
some  improvements  have  been  made,  but  the  general  condition  of 
the  establishment,  when  visited  by  Dr.  H.  R.  Stedman,  August  4, 
was  wholly  unsatisfactory,  —  not  only  in  the  almshouse  proper, 
but  in  the  hospital  near  by.  The  number  of  inmates  was  then 
108,  of  whom  10  were  called  insane,  although  in  Dr.  Stedman* s 
opinion,  more  might  be  so  classed.  The  sane  and  insane  inmates 
were  mingled  together  throughout  the  building,  and  some  of  the 
insane  were  found  improperly  lodged.  One  woman,  M.  O.,  50,  oc- 
cupied at  night  a  bare  room  in  the  attic,  in  which  old  clothing, 
bundles  of  rubbish,  etc.,  were  scattered  about.  It  was  gathered 
from  the  patient,  although  her  answers  were  irrelevant  and  not 
wholly  reliable,  that  she  slept  on  the  floor  without  a  bed.  This 
was  claimed  by  the  Superintendent's  daughter  to  be  necessary, 
owing  to  the  patient's  refusal  to  have  a  bed  in  her  room.  An 
epileptic  imbecile,  M.  C,  8,  slept  in  a  place  resembling  a  hen- 
coop,  a  sort  of  cage  of  small,  rough  slats  built  over  her  bed. 
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This  arrangement  was  found  nccessar}T  on  account  of  her  propen- 
sity to  leave  her  bed,  and  frighten  or  otherwise  disturb  the  other 
(three)  inmates  of  the  room.  She  is  frequently  noisy  at  night. 
Dr.  Stedman  found  the  furniture  poor  and  scanty,  the  cleanliness 
of  the  inmates  little  attended  to,  and  many  other  defects,  both  in 
the  arrangements  of  the  house  and  its  discipline.  Two  insane 
men,  C.  N.,  32,  and  F.  S.,  22,  said  to  be  highly  excited  at  times, 
were  occasional^  tormented  by  the  truant  boys,  of  whom  17  were 
at  the  almshouse  July  10.  Certain  dark  cells  throughout  the  house 
were  used  for  the  punishment  of  these  boys,  who  were  said  to  be 
kept  in  confinement  there  for  da}rs  and  weeks.  Most  of  the  able- 
bodied  paupers  were  found  wandering  about  the  house  and  grounds, 
and  there  were  no  yards  or  airing  courts  for  the  insane,  nor  any 
practical  separation  of  the  sexes.  The  Superintendent  (W.  G. 
Wilcox,  salary  $700)  was  removed  b}T  the  cit}r  government  about 
the  middle  of  September,  in  consequence  of  Dr.  Stedman's  report, 
which  was  communicated  to  the  Fall  River  authorities,  but  he  re- 
mained in  charge  until  about  December  1.  While  in  office  he  stated 
publicly  that  the  report  of  Dr.  Stedman  was  correct  in  its  descrip- 
tion of  the  almshouse,  but  ascribed  the  blame  to  the  city  govern- 
ment, which  had  failed,  as  he  said,  to  furnish  him  the  means  of 
keeping  the  almshouse  in  good  condition.  The  matter  has  been 
much  discussed  at  Fall  River,  where  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  the  almshouse  has  been  known  for  }Tears. 


Freetown.     Pop.,  1880,  1,329.      Vol.,  1884,  $829,975.     Net  cost  of  pauper- 
$1,449;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $298;  of  support  in  hospitals> 
;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $750. 


ism. 


The  Freetown  almshouse,  built  in  1838,  is  a  one-stor}7  wooden 
building  with  an  ell,  externally  in  good  repair,  but  old  and  incon- 
venient inside,  standing  on  the  road  from  Assonet  to  Taunton, 
about  2  miles  from  the  Assonet  station.  There  is  a  farm  of  80 
acres,  quite  fertile,  the  income  from  which  has  sometimes  paid  all 
the  almshouse  cost,  except  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent,  E.  L. 
Strange,  here  7  years,  whose  salary  is  $250.  When  visited  by  E. 
I.  White,  October  4,  the  sanitary  condition  was  bad,  the  drainage 
from  the  sinks  leaking  into  the  well,  but  the  drains  were  then  re- 
pairing. There  were  4  inmates,  one  of  whom  has  his  board  paid 
by  his  brother ;  the  other  3,  one  man  and  2  women,  are  all  weak- 
minded,  but  there  were  no  insane.  The  two  women  occupy  a  room 
together,  the  two  men  have  single  rooms. 
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Mansfield.  Pop.,  1880,2,765.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,120,449.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,295 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $945 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $188;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  Mansfield  almshouse  is  a  mile  from  the  station  on  the  road 
to  East  Mansfield,  —  a  two-story  farm-house,  built  in  1824,  large 
and  commodious,  and  kept  in  good  repair.  The  water  supply  is 
from  a  well  and  is  abundant  and  good.  The  Superintendent,  G. 
P.  Chapin,  here  since  April,  1883,  was  formerly  at  the  Stoughton 
almshouse  and  before  that  at  Hingham.  When  visited  October  8, 
by  Dr.  H.  C.  Prentiss,  there  were  nine  inmates,  who  occupied  8 
sleeping  rooms  on  the  second  floor,  —  5  men,  3  women,  one  boy, 
W.  C,  15,  a  cripple.  One  of  the  women,  J.  P.,  72,  is  insane,  but 
works  about  the  house  and  is  not  secluded.  One  man  and  2  wo- 
men are  feeble-minded.  The  management  here  is  good,  the  food 
ample,  the  furniture  and  bedding  somewhat  better  than  usual. 
Two  cells  on  the  ground  floor,  with  a  tramp  room  adjoining,  are 
used  as  the  town  lock-up  ;  these  were  found  in  good  condition. 

New  Bedford.  Pop.,  1880,  26,845.  Veil.,  $31,354,082.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $38,800;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $9,764;  of  support  in 
lunatic  hospitals,  $5,026;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $24,000. 

The  city  almshouse,  built  in  1847,  stands  on  Clark's  Point, 
2J  miles  from  the  city  hall,  and  has  a  farm  of  nearly  80  acres  con- 
nected with  it.  It  is  a  stone  building,  105X45  feet,  with  two 
wings,  each  30  feet  square,  two  stories  high,  with  a  basement  and 
attic.  The  truant  school  occupies  a  small  building,  36X30  feet,  a 
short  distance  from  the  almshouse,  and  with  a  large  yard  sur- 
rounded b}'  a  high  fence.  When  visited  August  4,  by  Dr.  H.  R. 
Stedman,  the  almshouse  proper  contained  55  inmates,  of  whom  21, — 
10  men,  1 1  women,  —  were  reported  as  insane.  But  a  stricter  classi- 
fication would  reduce  the  insane  women  to  9,  one  being  an  idiot 
with  chorea,  and  the  other  an  epileptic  imbecile.  Most  of  the 
others  have  at  some  time  been  patients  at  Taunton  or  Worcester. 
Four  out  of  the  whole  number  are  separated  from  the  other  in- 
mates and  sleep  together  in  a  dormitory,  which  Dr.  Stedman 
thought  objectionable  in  its  arrangements,  the  beds  being  comfort 
less  and  unclean.  None  of  the  insane  are  considered  special]}-  ex- 
citable or  dangerous,  and  mechanical  restraint  is  not  used,  but 
they  are  sometimes  secluded  for  discipline  or  "  punishment."  The 
general  management  of  the  almshouse  was  good,  the  sanitar}*  con- 
dition unobjectionable,  except  that  the  bathing  facilities  seemed 
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inadequate.  The  Superintendent  is  P.  Macy,  here  6  years  ;  salary, 
§900.  He  has  charge,  also,  of  the  truant  school,  but  the  pupils 
there  are  kept  apart  from  the  almshouse  inmates. 


Norton.  Pop.,  1880,  1,732.  Vol.,  1884,  $756,075.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,375;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,024;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $350. 

The  Norton  almshouse,  built  in  1814,  is  an  old  wooden  building, 
with  several  additions,  the  whole  much  out  of  repair,  standing 
more  than  two  miles  from  the  Norton  station,  on  a  road  to  Mans- 
field. The  farm,  formerly  very  large,  is  reduced  by  the  flowage  of 
a  reservoir  ;  the  soil  is  poor  and  the  product  small.  The  Superin- 
tendent, B.  B.  Grossman,  here  3^-  years,  salary  $200,  has  a  large 
family  of  his  own  occupying  a  portion  of  the  main  house  ;  but  there 
is  room  enough  for  the  inmates  if  it  were  better  arranged,  several 
sleeping  rooms  being  unoccupied.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  San- 
born, October  18,  there  were  11  inmates,  6  men,  5  women  ;  the 
youngest  of  whom  is  55,  and  the  oldest  80.  One  man,  A.  H.,  72, 
is  insane,  paralyzed  and  not  likely  to  live  long ;  one  woman,  L. 
S.,  73,  is  also  insane,  but  works  about  the  house  and  is  not  re- 
strained in  the  daytime,  but  locked  in  her  room  at  night.  These 
two  occup}T  rooms  side  by  side  on  the  ground  floor,  opening  out  of 
the  inmates*  sitting-room  ;  the}'  are  of  good  size,  with  grated  win- 
dows, and  in  reasonably  good  condition.  Two  feeble-minded 
women,  mother  and  daughter,  occup}'  another  room,  ver}r  large, 
which  they  keep  in  disorder ;  and  an  old  couple  have  another  large 
room  on  the  ground  floor.  The  other  5  inmates  have  separate 
rooms,  mostly  in  the  second  story ;  one  man  is  a  cripple,  another 
feeble-minded  ;  the  others  are  old  persons,  more  or  less  infirm. 
The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  the  management  kindly  ; 
the  housekeeping  would  be  much  better  in  a  better  building. 

Baynham.  Pop.,  1880,  1,681.  Vol.,  1884,  $855,428.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,535;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $200;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $369  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

No  almshouse  and  but  few  paupers,  there  being  only  one  case  of 
full  support  in  town,  who  is  boarded  at  a  cost  of  $2.50  a  week. 
The  town  partially  supports  another  man,  who  has  a  military  set- 
tlement in  Raynham,  in  Randolph,  till  such  time  as  he  is  able  to 
go  to  the  Soldiers'  Home.  There  are  no  insane  supported  in 
town.     (Visited  by  E.  I.  White,  July  3.) 
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Rehoboth.  Pop.,  1880,  1,891.  Vah,  1884,  #735,655.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,310;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $700;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$214 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

The  Rehoboth  almshouse,  built  in  1845,  visited  September  24, 
by  E.  I.  White,  is  a  two-story  wooden  building,  with  an  ell,  situ- 
ated 1^-  miles  from  Rehoboth  village  ;  Superintendent,  L.  S.  Almy, 
here  one  year,  salary  $350.  Of  the  8  inmates,  one,  S.  B.,  71,  is 
an  insane  woman,  quiet  and  harmless  ;  two  are  the  children  of  an 
inmate  woman  (E.  D.  3,  and  H.  D.  1)  ;  besides  these  three  in- 
mates there  are  3  women  and  2  men,  all  over  50.  The  inmates  do 
not  complain,  although  the  building  is  out  of  repair  and  the  man- 
agement not  very  strict. 


Seekonk.  Pop.,  1880,  1,227.  Vol.,  1884,  $712,710.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $423 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $0 ;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $184 ; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

The  Seekonk  almshouse,  built  in  1845,  is  a  two-story  wooden 
building,  about  3  miles  from  the  Rehoboth  almshouse,  and  5  from 
the  Rumford  station.  It  is  much  larger  than  the  present  number 
of  inmates  requires,  in  good  repair,  commodious,  and  in  good  sani- 
tary condition^  The  farm  of  100  acres  is  well  managed  and  pays 
all  the  expenses  of  the  almshouse,  including  the  salary  ($350)  of 
the  Superintendent,  D.  Peck,  here  one  year.  When  visited  b}^  E. 
I.  White,  September  24,  there  was  but  one  inmate,  an  old  woman, 
who  is  not  reckoned  insane  and  no  other  insane  were  found  in  the 
town.     The  almshouse  management  is  excellent. 


Somerset.  Pop.,  1880,  2,006.  Fa?.,  1884,  $10,080,333.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $871;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $468;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $350. 

The  Somerset  almshouse,  built  in  1830,  is  within  two  miles  of 
the  Bowenville  station  in  Fall  River ;  a  large  wooden  house  well 
situated  and  well  managed  by  Otis  Bosworth,  the  new  Superintend- 
ent (salary  $400) .  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  September  24, 
there  were  11  inmates,  4  men,  5  women  and  2  children.  One 
man,  L.  P.,  54,  is  harmlessly  insane,  and  2  women,  M.  A.  C,  50 
(sometimes  noisy),  and  H.  S.,  40,  who  refuses  to  work,  are  also 
insane.  They  appear  to  be  well  treated  and  the  sanitary  condi- 
tions are  good.  «» 
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Swanzey.  Pop.,  1880,  1,355.  Val,  1884,  .$704,975.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,162;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $785;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $375. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1848,  is  about  3  miles  from  Cole's 
Railroad  station  and  about  3  miles  from  Somerset ;  a  small  one- 
stor}T  building, ill  arranged,  but  well  managed,  and  in  good  condition 
when  visited,  September  24,  by  E.  I.  White.  There  were  then  4 
inmates  ;  one,  an  insane  man,  having  died  4  weeks  before,  at  the 
age  of  84.  The  only  woman  is  insane  (S.  P.,  36),  who  is  in  good 
condition,  but  will  not  work  much.  The  men  are  all  old,  but  one 
of  them,  who  is  under  60,  works  on  the  farm  of  120  acres,  with  the 
Superintendent,  W.  B.  Reed  (here  2  years,  salary  $365).  There 
are  no  insane  in  hospitals. 

Taunton.  Pop.,  1880,  21,213.  Val.,  1884,  $16,353,738.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $18,352;  cost  of  support  in  almshouse,  $4,702;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $6,817;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $6,000. 

Taunton  has  a  new  almshouse,  built  on  the  old  farm,  more  than 
two  miles  north-east  of  the  Central  Station,  on  a  road  leading  to 
Norton, —  a  two-stoiy  house  of  brick,  with  basement  and  attic, 
built  in  1876-7,  after  which  the  old  almshouse  was  removed  to  a 
distance  in  the  woods,  and  used  for  a  small-pox  hospital.  The 
new  building  contains  few  single  rooms,  but  several  dormitories 
and  infirmary  wards  for  each  sex,  the  attic  being  a  dormitory  for 
men,  capable  of  receiving  25  persons.  There  is  a  chapel  at  one 
end  of  the  basement  which  is  used  every  Sunda}^.  The  sexes  are 
well  separated  and  the  general  management  of  the  house  b}T  the 
Superintendent,  Mr.  Reed  and  his  wife,  the  matron  (salaiy,  $500 
for  both) ,  is  commendable.  It  would  be  better  if  more  service  were 
hired  for  the  matron,  who  must  depend  too  much  on  the  labor  of 
pauper  women.  The  capacity  of  the  house  is  called  100,  but  is 
somewhat  less ;  when  visited  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Brown,  April  14,  it 
contained  63  inmates,  of  whom  28  were  men ;  and  when  visited 
by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  November  18,  there  were  71.  Of  the  latter,  30 
were  men,  25  women  and  16  children,  of  whom  11  were  at  school 
and  were  not  seen.  Four  men  and  3  women  were  insane,  and 
perhaps  a  fifth  man  might  be  so  classed  ;  one  of  the  insane  women 
is  epileptic,  and  there  are  2  epileptics,  also  idiotic,  C.  M.,  20,  and 
J.  M.  (not  related),  who  sleep  in  small  rooms  in  the  attic.  These 
are  the  two  inmates  most  troublesome,  and  requiring  the  most 
care,  being  noisy  and  mischievous.     Most  of  the  insane  work  more 
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or  less,  sleep  in  the  dormitories  with  the  other  inmates,  and  eat 
with  them  in  the  common  dining-room,  which  is  at  the  other  end 
of  the  basement  from  the  chapel.  They  all  seem  to  be  proper 
almshouse  cases,  though  one  or  two  of  them  are  somewhat  filth}7. 
Dr.  Brown  thinks  that  20  insane  persons  could  be  comfortably 
cared  for  in  this  almshouse  during  the  warm  season  ;  but  if  so 
many  are  to  remain  through  the  winter,  a  separate  building  should 
be  provided.  One  of  the  sane  men  is  a  Somerville  pauper  boarded 
here.  For  two  3<ears  past  Mr.  Reed  has  supervised  the  distribu- 
tion of  supplies  to  the  out-door  poor,  for  which  $100  is  added  to 
his  salary. 

Westport.  Pop.  1880,  2,894.  Val.,  1884,  $1,347,775.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,243;  cost  of  support  in  almshouse,  $1,235;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $516;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $450. 

The  Westport  almshouse,  built  in  1824,  is  a  large  wooden  build- 
ing, in  good  repair,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  three  miles  south 
of  the  "  Head"  of  Westport.  The  sanitaiy  conditions  are  good,  and 
everything  was  found  in  excellent  order  inside  the  house,  the  in- 
mates well  clad  and  the  food  ample,  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White, 
October  29.  The  Superintendent,  John  F.  White,  here  since 
1876,  has  a  salary  of  $275.  The  inmates  found  were  13,  7  women, 
2  men,  4  children.  Two  of  the  women  (L.  G.,  59,  and  A.  B.  M., 
50),  are  quiet  and  harmless  insane;  one  boy,  H.  F.  G.,  18,  and 
his  mother,  F.  G.,  43,  are  weak-minded.  The  other  three  children, 
M.  E.  S.,  14,  C.  B.  S.,  7  (both  girls),  and  E.  S.,  4  (a  boy),  were 
at  the  district  school  and  were  not  seen.  They  are  bright  children, 
who  should  not  remain  in  the  almshouse.  The  room  is  sufficient 
for  the  present  number  of  inmates,  the  house  in  the  best  order,  the 
beds  and  bedding  good. 

DUKES   COUNTY.      Pop.  1880,  4,300.      Val.  1884,  $3,235,922.     Net  cost 

of  pauperism,  $5,978. 
Ciiilmark.     Pop.,  1880,  494.      Val.,  1884,  $216,004.    Net  cost  of  pauperism, 

$060  ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $438 ;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $82  ; 

net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

No  almshouse  and  few  paupers,  who  are  boarded  with  relatives 
or  in  other  families  in  different  parts  of  the  town, —  one  at  $3.44  a 
week,  one  at  $2.60,  etc.  An  insane  man,  who  was  at  Taunton 
when  the  town  was  visited  August  8,  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  sometimes 
resides  in  Chilmark  for  a  short  time  between  his  periods  in  the 
hospital.     The  poor  of  the  town  seem  to  be  well  treated. 


102         HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.       [Jan. 

INSANITY   IN   MASSACHUSETTS. 


Cottage  City.  Pop.,  1880,  672.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,354,800.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $397;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $0;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $0;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $397. 

This  new  town,  formerly  a  part  of  Edgartown,  has  verj^  few 
paupers,  most  of  whom  are  aided  in  their  own  homes.  There  is  no 
almshouse  and  although  the  almshouse  at  Tisbury  is  at  Vineyard 
Haven,  near  Cottage  City,  the  paupers  of  the  new  town  are  never 
boarded  there.  It  would  be  well  for  all  the  towns  of  this  county 
to  unite  in  maintaining  a  single  almshouse  at  West  Tisbury,  the 
central  village  of  Martha's  Vineyard.  (Visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
August  7.) 

Edgartown.  Pop.,  1880,  1,303.  Vat.,  1884,  $771,019.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,162;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,188;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $663 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $300. 

There  is  no  town  almshouse,  but  a  contractor,  Samuel  Pent,  a 
shop-keeper  in  the  village,  agrees  with  the  town  to  furnish  support 
and  aid  for  all  the  poor,  except  those  in  lunatic  hospitals,  at  $95.27 
a  month,  or  $1,153  a  year,  of  which  about  $300  is  estimated  for 
partial  support.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  August  9,  Mr. 
Pent  was  fully  supporting  10  persons,  3  of  whom  were  boarded  at 
a  Portuguese  house  in  the  village  and  2  others  at  other  places  in 
the  village.  One  of  these,  an  insane  woman,  lives  with  her  brother 
in  the  village,  who  receives  $6  a  month  for  taking  care  of  her. 
Another  woman  is  blind  and  two  men  are  feeble-minded,  one  of 
them  being  also  epileptic.  The  poor  appear  to  be  well- treated  and 
are  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  whole  population. 

Gay  Head.  Pop.,  1880,  161.  Val.,  1884,  $19,301.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $40;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $0;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $40. 

This  is  the  second  Indian  town  in  the  Commonwealth,  Mashpee 
being  the  first,  both  in  area,  population  and  wealth.  Gay  Head 
contains  1,100  acres,  30  dwelling-houses  and  about  160  inhabitants. 
When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  August  8,  there  seemed  to  be  no 
paupers  fully  supported  and  none  receiving  aid  at  that  season  of 
the  3'ear.  There  is  much  poverty  in  town,  with  no  considerable 
pauperism,  and  with  no  almshouse. 

Gosnold.  Pop.,  1880,  152.  Val.,  1884,  $194,403.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $0. 

This  town  has  a  smaller  population  than  Gay  Head,  but  the  val- 
uation is  ten  times  as  large  and  there  are  more  dwelling-houses, 
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some  of  which  are  only  occupied  in  the  summer.  The  population 
lives  scattered  over  several  islands  and  there  is  literally  no  pauper- 
ism, and,  therefore,  no  almshouse.  (Visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
August  10.) 

Tisbury.  Pop.,  1880,  1,518.  Val.,  1884,  $680,335.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,719;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,250;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $839 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $600. 

Tisbury  has  never  owned  an  almshouse,  but  for  some  years  has 
supported  its  poor,  chiefly  hy  contract,  with  Dr.  Wm.  Leach,  form- 
erly port  physician  at  Vineyard  Haven,  where  he  receives  and  pro- 
vides for  the  poor  fully  supported  in  a  building  erected  by  him  for 
a  marine  hospital  less  than  a  mile  from  Vineyard  Haven  on  the  old 
Edgartown  road.  This  is  a  large,  comfortable  house,  with  5  sleep- 
ing-rooms for  inmates,  built  in  1872,  and  when  visited  by  Dr. 
Hitchcock  and  F.  B.  Sanborn,  August  9,  contained  6  inmates, 
nearly  all  old  persons,  and  one  of  them  96.  In  a  dilapidated  cot- 
tage near  by,  an  old  couple  were  living,  making  8  in  all  supported 
by  Dr.  Leach  under  his  contract,  of  whom  5  were  men  and  3  women. 
One  woman,  H.  T.,  73,  is  insane,  and  an  epileptic  man,  C.  N.,47, 
is  also  insane,  and  there  are  2  idiotic  persons.  Dr.  Leach  seldom 
visits  this  establishment,  but  leaves  the  poor  to  the  care  of  John 
Allen,  whom  he  employs  for  the  purpose.  .None  of  them  can  do 
much  work  and  the  discipline  is  not  very  strict.  The  furniture 
and  management  of  the  main  house  were  fairly  good,  those  of  the 
cottage  near  hy  wretched  in  the  extreme.  Persons  are  aided  and 
perhaps  supported  in  their  own  families  in  other  parts  of  Tisbur}', 
which  is  the  largest  town,  both  in  area  and  population,  in  the  whole 
county. 


ESSEX  COUNTY.  Pop.,  1880,  244,535.  Val.,  1884,  $179,464,405.  Net 
cost  of  pauperism,  $212,395. 

Amesbury.  Pop.,  1880,  3,355.  Val.,  1884,  $1,507,852.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,198;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $733;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $421;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


The  town  almshouse,  which  is  a  large,  wooden  building  not  fully 
occupied,  Superintendent,  Francis  Emerson  (salary  $250),  won 
has  recently  been  re-appointed,  stands  about  2  miles  west  from 
Amesbury  mills,  on  Friend  St.  It  is  in  good  repair  with  separate 
sitting  rooms  for  men  and  women  ;  a  sufficient  number  of  sleeping 
rooms,  but  these  are  not  properly  arranged  so  as  to  separate  the 
sexes.     The  water  supply  is  good,  the  drainage  not  satisfactory, 
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and  the  management  might  be  improved.  When  visited  by  E.  I. 
White,  May  30,  it  contained  7  inmates,  one  of  whom,  an  insane 
woman,  belongs  to  the  new  town  of  Merrimac,  E.  P.,  77,  quiet 
and  harmless.  Of  the  6  belonging  to  Amesbur}7,  one  woman,  S. 
G.,  77,  and  one  man,  W.  R.,  73,  are  insane  ;  the  latter  was  sent  to 
a  hospital  many  years  ago,  for  a  homicide,  but  is  at  present  harm- 
less and  works  about  the  house.  Two  inmates,  a  woman  and  a 
boy,  are  feeble-minded.  The  other  2  are  old  men.  The  insane 
are  well  treated  and  have  much  liberty. 

Andover.  Pop.,  1880,  5,169.  Vol.,  1884,  $3,698,616.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $7,770;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $4,558;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $992;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,000. 

Andover  has  an  almshouse  comparatively  new,  of  brick,  three 
stories  high  and  heated  by  steam,  standing  on  a  cross  road  near 
the  railroad  track,  a  mile  north-east  of  the  West  Parish  Church. 
It  contains  good  bath-rooms,  hot  and  cold  water  carried  over  the 
building,  a  chapel  on  the  second  floor,  and  is  in  every  respect  well- 
built  and  well-appointed.  The  Superintendent,  B.  W.  Allen,  sal- 
ary $500,  has  been  here  six  years,  and  the  house-keeping  is  excel- 
lent. When  visited  by  Dr.  N.  Allen,  June  14,  there  were  36  in- 
mates, 9  men,  20  women,  (of  whom  3  are  insane),  7  children. 
The  insane  women  are  quiet  and  well  cared  for.  Of  the  other  in- 
mates, several  are  idiotic  or  feeble-minded.  Two  of  the  children 
are  too  young  to  go  to  school  and  several  of  them  ought  to  be 
boarded  in  families,  instead  of  remaining  at  the  almshouse,  although 
it  is  so  well  kept.  The  inmates  were  seen  at  supper ;  their  food 
was  good  and  abundant  and  they  were  well  clothed. 

Beverly.  Pop.,  1880,  8,456.  Vol.,  1884,  $9,845,175.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $6,488;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,910;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $1,487;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,000. 

Beverly  almshouse  stands  on  a  hill  near  the  town  reservoir,  less 
than  a  mile  from  the  railroad  station,  a  large  three-story  wooden 
building  with  a  basement,  heated  by  steam  and  well  built,  but  not 
sufficiently  supplied  with  bathing  facilities  v  When  visited  by  Dr. 
Stedman,  March  4.  there  were  28  inmates, — 11  men,  of  whom  5 
were  insane  or  idiotic,  15  women,  6  of  whom  were  insane  or  idi- 
otic (one  epileptic),  an  idiotic  girl  and  a  boy.  The  sexes  are  well 
separated,  but  the  insane,  in  Dr.  Stedman's  opinion,  were  not 
well-clothed,  nor  properly  treated  in  all  respects.  One  woman  was 
constantly  secluded  and  one  insane  man  was  noisy  and  filthy.     The 
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Board  called  the  attention  of  the  Overseers  to  this  matter,  and 
when  the  almshouse  was  again  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October 
11,  there  was  much  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  insane 
inmates. 


Boxford.  Pop.,  1880,824.  Vol.,  1884,  $642,520.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,033;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $830 ;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0 ; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

The  town  almshouse  is  a  large,  wooden  building,  2  miles  east  of 
the  railroad  station,  on  a  cross  road  from  Boxford  to  Georgetown. 
The  rooms  are  large  and  clean,  with  the  exception  of  the  room  of 
an  insane  woman,  D.  W.,  80,  who  is  sometimes  excited,  but  gen- 
erally quiet.  The  only  man,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Stedman,  May 
15,  was  a  harmless  epileptic,  S.  F.  F.,  28,  recently  admitted,  who 
slept  in  a  dark  room,  with  no  window.  The  only  other  inmate,  a 
woman  of  75,  was  sane  and  well  cared  for. 

Bradford.  Pop.,  1880,  2,643.  Veil,  1884.,  $1,295,090.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,815  ;  cost  of  fall  support  in  families,  $631 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $644;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $500. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  November 
19,  no  paupers,  sane  or  insane,  were  supported  in  town,  although 
there  were  several  insane  persons  supported  at  Danvers  and  Wor- 
cester. 

Danvers.  Pop.,  1880,  6,598.  Vol.,  1884,  $3,569,920.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $7,248:  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,668;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $1,370;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $4,000. 

Danvers  has  no  almshouse,  but  has  agitated  for  some  }Tears  the 
question  of  building  one  ;  meantime  it  supports  3  persons  at  the 
Peabody  almshouse,  and  2  at  the  Lowell  almshouse,  —  or  did  so, 
when  visited  by  Dr.  Stedman,  June  10,  1884.  All  its  insane  poor 
are  supported  in  the  Danvers  hospital.  When  visited,  it  was 
boarding  8  sane  persons,  —  3  men  and  5  women,  —  mostly  old 
people,  in  private  families  in  Danvers.  Persons  boarded  in  the 
almshouses  were  2  men,  2  women  and  one  boy. 

Esskx.  Pop.,  1880,  1,670.  Val.,  1884,  $82o,698.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,596;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $543;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  81,000. 

Essex  almshouse,  built  about  1850,  is  at  "Poor  Farm  Point," 
3  miles  from  the  village,  a  square  brick  house  of  2£  stories  ;  re- 
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markably  clean  and  well  kept,  although  the  outbuildings  needed 
repairs.  The  water  supply  is  good  ;  the  drainage  might  be  im- 
proved. The  Superintendent,  D.  H.  Lendall,  salary,  $300,  is  in 
his  first  year.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  June  28,  there 
were  7  inmates,  —  2  men,  4  women,  one  boy, — a  vicious  lad  of 
12.  One  woman,  M.  B.,  62,  is  harmlessly  insane,  and  bed-ridden. 
One  woman  is  idiotic,  and  one  man,  a  State  pauper,  is  weak- 
minded. 

Georgetown.  Pop.,  1880,  2,231.  Vol.,  1881,  $1,078,423.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,314;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $807;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $359;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1804,  and  used  by  the  town  since 
1834,  is  a  large  wooden  house  on  the  road  to  Rowley,  3  miles  from 
Georgetown  centre.  The  water  supply  is  good,  the  drainage  might 
be  improved,  and  the  housekeeping  also;  the  matron  not  having 
sufficient  help.  The  Superintendent  is  B.  Martin,  here  since  April, 
1883  ;  salary  $300.  When  visited  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Fisher,  August 
30,  there  were  9  inmates,  3  of  whom  (2  men,  J.  E.,  42,  C.  H.  P., 
38,  and  one  woman,  S.  D.,  85),  were  insane.  The  other  inmates 
were  3  men,  and  3  women, — all  over  50,  and  mostly  over  70. 
One  of  the  insane  men  was  a  soldier,  and  State  aid  pays  his  board  ; 
the  other  has  been  a  patient  at  Worcester  ;  the  insane  woman  has 
been  in  the  almshouse  ten  years.  These  all  occupy  separate  rooms 
in  the  second  story,  and  are  locked  in  at  night ;  the  woman  also, 
during  the  day.  One  of  the  insane  men  works.  Their  rooms, 
bedding,  etc.,  were  not  found  in  good  order.  A  son  of  the  insane 
woman  is  also  an  inmate,  with  dropsy. 

Gloucester.  Pop.,  1880,  19,329.  Pal.,  1884,  $11,376,812.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $15,527;  cost  of  almhouse  support,  $2,525;  of  support  in 
lunatic  hospitals,  $3,640;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $8,000. 

The  Gloucester  almshouse  stands  in  the  midst  of  the  city,  and 
was  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  May  19, —  Superintendent,  J.  A.  Pul- 
sifer,  salary  $550.  There  was  an  almshouse  here  in  1820,  when 
Mr.  Quincy  made  his  report,  and  in  1845  the  present  house  seems 
to  have  been  built,  the  farm  having  been  increased  from  50  to  100 
acres  between  1820  and  1832.  It  is  now  a  brick  house,  about  90 
ft.  long,  of  2^-  stories  and  a  basement,  on  Bridge  St.,  within  a  mile 
of  the  City  Hall.  There  is  no  separate  building  or  ward  for  the 
insane,  who,  when  visited,  were  only  2  out  of  a  total  of  28  inmates, 
14  men,  9  women,  5  children.      One  person  of  each  sex  is  called 
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insane  (D.  N.  and  H.  W.,  78),  bat  there  are  7  idiotic  or  weak- 
minded  persons,  some  of  whom  have  been  called  insane  and  might 
again  be  so  classed.  The  children  are  one  boy  of  11,  2  girls  of  9, 
and  2  girls  of  3  and  4.  The  sexes  are  reasonably  well  separated, 
but  there  is  no  room  in  the  present  buildings  for  insane  men. 
The  hospital  for  the  sick  is  small  and  inconvenient,  and  the  gen- 
eral arrangement  of  the  rooms  for  inmates  is  not  very  good,  but 
the  house  is  clean  throughout,  has  a  good  water  supply  and  drain- 
age, and  is  under  very  strict  discipline.  If  the  insane  are  removed 
from  the  hospitals,  there  should  be  a  separate  building  for  them. 

Groveland.  Pop.,  1880,  2,227.  Val,  1884,  $847,994.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,301;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $500;  of  support  in  lunatic 
hospitals,  $309;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1858,  21  miles  north-east  of  the  sta- 
tion, is  of  wood,  2£  stories  high,  and  in  good  repair,  outwardly. 
There  are  more  rooms  for  inmates  than  were  occupied  when  visited 
by  B.  A.  Andrews,  November  25,  when  there  were  but  3  inmates  — 
two  old  men  and  a  simple-minded  boy  of  ten.  They  were  comfort- 
ably clothed  and  well  feci,  but  their  rooms  were  not  well  kept, 
although  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house  is  good.  There  is  a  farm 
of  100  acres.  Superintendent,  J.  S.  Tuck,  here  since  1878  ;  salary, 
$250.  There  are  no  insane  at  the  almshouse^,  or  in  private  fam- 
ilies. 

Hamilton.  Pop.,  1880,  935.  Val.,  1884,  $020,290.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$480 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $0 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$77 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

No  almshouse  and  veiT  few  paupers,  who  are  aided  at  home  or 
boarded  in  private  families.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Stedman,  July 
1,  there  were  but  3  fully  supported, — one  man,  A.  J.,  25,  harm- 
lessly insane,  and  well  cared  for,  —  and  2  women,  sisters,  living  in 
Lynn. 

Haverhill.  Pop.,  18S0,  18,472.  Val,  1884,  $14,293,932.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $12,405;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $4,312;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $3,019;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $4,000. 

The  old  Haverhill  almshouse,  built  in  1824,  and  for  some  years 
unsuitable,  has  been  replaced  this  year  b}'  a  fine  brick  building, 
standing  on  the  old  farm,  which  now  contains  120  acres,  on  the 
river  road  from  Haverhill  to  Groveland,  2  miles  from  the  city. 
The  new  almshouse  was  begun  in  1883,  finished  last  spring,  and 
received  its  first  inmates,  May  8,  1884.     The  whole  cost  of  build- 


103         HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.       [Jan. 

INSANITY    IN   MASSACHUSETTS. 

ing  and  furnishing  was  $23,000.  It  is  a  two-story  building,  with 
basement  and  attic,  the  sexes  being  separated  by  the  superintend- 
ent's rooms,  and  contains  (besides  a  chapel,  two  hospital  rooms, 
dining-hall,  etc.),  nearly  40  sleeping  rooms,  large  and  well  fur- 
nished, with  a  large  attic  for  each  sex,  which  can  be  used  for  dor- 
mitories, if  needed.  There  are  good  bath-rooms  and  all  modern 
conveniences  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  house.  Rooms  for 
insane  men  are  provided  in  the  basement,  of  good  size,  and  well 
lighted  ;  the  insane  women  have  rooms  on  the  floors  above.  When 
visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  July  31,  there  were  41  inmates,  —  31 
men,  8  women,  2  children,  both  the  latter  being  weak-minded,  and 
5  insane  men  and  2  insane  women  were  found  ;  all  the  men  and 
one  of  the  women  having  recently  been  removed  from  Danvers  and 
Ipswich.  These  were  in  good  condition  when  seen,  and  the  whole 
building  well  cared  for  by  the  Superintendent,  J.  W.  Virgin,  here 
7  j^ears  ;  salaiy,  $500.  Among  the  inmates  were  3  idiots,  and  one 
man  under  sentence  to  the  city  workhouse,  which  is  the  almshouse. 
The  capacity  of  the  new  building  may  be  called  80,  and  the  brick 
portion  of  the  old  almshouse  may  be  retained  for  the  use  of  the 
insane,  should  it  be  necessary  to  remove  them  from  the  present 
building. 

Ipswich.  Pop.,  1880,  3,699.  Veil,  1884,  $1,961,545.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $3,128;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,309;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$90;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief.  $1,700. 

Ipswich  almshouse  was  established  in  its  present  location,  2£ 
miles  from  the  station,  —  a  farm  of  340  acres,  — before  1820  ;  bu 
the  present  house  was  built  in  1839,  of  brick,  with  2  stories  and 
basement,  but  no  cellar.  A  wooden  building  near  by  contains  a 
cellar,  in  which  vegetables,  etc.,  are  stored.  The  almshouse  rooms 
are  large,  old-fashioned,  fifteen  in  number,  besides  a  few  rooms  in 
a  wooden  annex,  formerly  used  for  the  insane,  but  now  discon- 
tinued. The  farm  is  productive  and  much  milk  is  sold.  In  1820, 
there  were  50  inmates  here  during  the  year ;  in  1832,  54,  and  the 
average  number  more  than  30.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
Nov,  6,  1884,  there  were  but  9,-4  men  and  5  women  — and  had 
been  no  more  during  the  year  previous.  Three  of  these  were  in- 
sane, 2  men,  S.  B.,  74,  J.  N.  S.,  47,  and  one  woman,  M.  A.  G-., 
47  ;  all  of  whom  were  inmates  when  Mr.  Sanborn  first  visited  this 
almshouse  in  the  spring  of  18G5.  They  are  almshouse  cases  and 
well  cared  for.  Superintendent,  W.  J.  Savage,  here  4  years  ;  sal- 
ary, $450.     The  management  is  good. 
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Lawrence.  Pop.,  1880,  39,151.  Yah,  1884,  $27,309,095.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $22,797;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $5,577;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $9,399;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $4,500. 

The  Lawrence  almshouse,  bought  in  1855,  has  since  been  very 
much  enlarged,  the  latest  addition  being  a  building  for  the  chronic 
insane,  completed  in  1883,  and  occupied,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Stecl- 
man,  March  11,  by  23  inmates,  6  men  and  17  women.  This  is 
a  four-story  brick  building,  near  but  not  connected  with  the  alms- 
house itself.  As  at  present  arranged,  the  building  will  accommo- 
date at  least  25  persons.  A  small  number  of  sane  paupers  of  both 
sexes  were  also  living  in  this  department  for  want  of  room  else- 
where on  the  premises,  as  the  Superintendent  stated.  The  first 
floor  is  occupied  by  the  men,  and  the  second  and  third  stories  by 
the  women.  The  latter  freely  circulate  from  one  ward  to  another, 
no  special  classification  being  attempted,  although  the  restlessness, 
noise  and  mischievous  propensities  of  some  of  them  would  make 
separation  of  some  sort  desirable,  as  by  their  noise  at  night,  rest- 
lessness, destructive  and  other  tendencies,  they  disturb  the  quieter 
ones  and  tend  to  excite  others.  None  of  the  inmates  were  found 
in  restraint  or  secluded  ;  the  bedding  was  sufficient  and  clean,  the 
bedsteads  new  but  not  durable,  the  furniture  in  general  rather 
scant}',  the  diet  good  ;  but  no  systematic  arrangements  for  occupa- 
tion or  out-door  exercise,  and  none  of  the  inmates  were  occupied 
at  the  time  of  the  visit.  The  sanitary  arrangements  were  good, 
the  bathing  facilities  ample,  and  the  house  well  ventilated  and 
heated  by  steam.  Of  the  23  inmates,  16  (4  men  and  12  women) 
had  formerly  been  in  the  State  hospitals. 

The  almshouse  itself  stands  near  the  Merrimac  River,  about  a 
mile  south  of  the  City  Hall ;  originally  a  two-stoiy  wooden  build- 
ing, but  so  much  enlarged  and  renovated  that  it  does  not  bear  much 
resemblance  to  its  appearance  in  1855.  At  some  distance  from  the 
almshouse  and  under  separate  management,  stands  the  Industrial 
School  of  Lawrence.  The  farm  connected  with  these  institutions 
is  about  30  acres.  At  the  time  of  Dr.  Stedman's  visit,  the  alms- 
house contained  about  65  inmates,  including  the  insane,  and  when 
visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  Dec.  11,  1884,  there  were  72  inmates, 
of  whom  23  were  insane.  The  Superintendent  is  Mr.  Wiggin, 
here  7  years  ;  salary,  $700.  The  general  management  here  is  good  ; 
the  assistant  superintendent  and  a  matron  (salary,  $365),  have 
special  charge  of  the  insane,  who  are  taken  care  of,  at  least  in  part, 
hy  experienced  attendants.  There  are  but  few  children  in  the 
Lawrence  almshouse,  most  of  those  supported  by  the  city  being  in 
the  truant  school. 
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Lynn.  Pop.,  1880,  38,274.  Vol.,  1884,  $27,548,581.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $31,078;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $8,939;  of  full  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $9,021 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $11,000. 

The  city  almshouse  stands  where  it  was  originally  located  in 
1819,  that  is,  on  Town  Hill,  in  West  L3Tnn,  about  2  miles  from  the 
City  Hall,  but  it  has  been  so  much  enlarged  and  improved  as  to 
bear  little  resemblance  to  the  establishment  described  in  1832.  It 
then  had  a  farm  of  50  acres,  afterwards  increased  to  150,  and  cost 
in  1819,  about  $12,000.  In  1832,  when  the  population  of  Lynn 
was  about  6,500,  it  contained  52  inmates,  none  of  whom  were  in- 
sane ;  when  visited  March  31,  1884,  there  were  58  inmates,  of 
whom  4  were  insane  and  one  idiotic.  A  separate  building  called 
the  Children's  Home,  erected  in  1881,  at  a  cost  of  $7,000,  then  con- 
tained 19  children,  so  that  in  the  whole  establishment  there  were 
77,  as  compared  with  52  half  a  century  earlier,  when  the  popula- 
tion was  about  an  eighth  part  what  it  is  now.  Of  these  77,  32 
were  men,  24  women  and  21  children.  Of  the  4  insane  persons, 
3  were  men,  one  a  woman,  all  well  cared  for,  and  the  whole  estab- 
lishment  was   in   good   condition.      A  new  superintendent, 

Stiles,  salary  $600,  took  charge  last   spring.     (Visited  by  Dr.  H. 
C.  Prentiss.) 

Lynnfield.  Pop.,  1880,  686.  Vol.,  1884,  $550,467.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,402;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,005;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $194;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

No  almshouse  ;  the  few  paupers  being  sent  to  the  Peabody  alms- 
house or  boarded  in  private  families.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  An- 
drews, November  15,  there  were  but  4  fully  supported,  none  of 
whom  were  insane. 

Manchester.  Pop.,  1880,  1,640.  Val,  1884,  $4,593,889.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $3,705;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,570;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $916;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,200. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1839,  stands  a  mile  from  the 
Magnolia  Station  on  the  Eastern  Railroad,  near  the  beach.  When 
visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  November  6,  it  contained  14  inmates, 
5  men,  4  women  and  5  children,  one  of  whom,  an  infant,  is  a  girl. 
None  of  them  are  insane,  and  all  were  well  fed,  well  clothed,  and  in 
other  respects  well  managed.  The  Superintendent,  R.  C.  Goss, 
here  2  years,  salary  $300,  seems,  in  all  respects,  well  adapted  to 
his  place.  The  rooms  are  large,  well  furnished,  and  several  of  the 
sleeping-rooms  contain  more  than  one  inmate.     The  farm  is  small, 
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1 2  acres,  but  well  cultivated  ;  not  much  work  is  done  by  the  in- 
mates, who  are  generally  too  young  or  too  old. 

Marblehead.  Pop.,  1880,  7,467.  Veil,  1884,  $4,354,500.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $7,117;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $3,049;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $1,067;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,600. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1851,  stands  near  the  railroad  sta- 
tion, a  large  wooden  building  of  2£  stories,  with  a  separate  two- 
story  building  for  the  insane.  Superintendent,  F.  Wilkins,  here 
15  years  ;  salary,  $300.  When  visited  b}^  B.  A.  Andrews,  Novem- 
ber 19,  there  were  36  inmates,  of  whom  10  were  insane  (7  women, 
3  men) ,  and  there  were  also  3  idiotic  women  ;  in  all,  therefore, 
19  men  and  17  women  among  the  inmates.  When  visited  in  1832, 
the  old  almshouse  at  Marblehead  contained  109  inmates,  of  whom 
22  were  men,  77  women  and  10  children.  The  buildings  and 
grounds  are  well  kept,  the  sexes  completely  separated,  and  the 
whole  management  excellent.  Three  of  the  insane,  all  women,  are 
secluded  most  of  the  time,  and  more  than  half  the  10  have  been 
hospital  patients.  The  inmates  of  the  almshouse  proper  sleep  in 
dormitories  or  single  rooms  ;  the  insane  all  in  single  rooms. 

Meriumac.  .Pop.,  1880,  2,237.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,138,004.  Net  cost  of -pau- 
perism, $1,442;  cost  of  support  in  families,  $692;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $356;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $394. 

No  almshouse  and  few  paupers,  who  are  mostly  boarded  in  pri- 
vate families  ;  but  one  insane  woman,  E.  P.,  77,  is  in  the  Ames- 
bury  almshouse.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  June  1,  six  pau- 
pers were  fully  supported,  3  of- them  children  and  one  feeble- 
minded ;  all  seemed  to  be  well  cared  for. 

Mirnn  i:\.  rop.,  1S80,  4,392.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,650,067.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,185;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $875;  of  support  iu  hospi- 
tals, $743  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $500. 

The  Methuen  almshouse,  three  miles  north  of  the  village,  on  the 
road  to  Windham,  N.  II.,  and  near  the  State  line,  is  a  large  brick 
house,  built  in  1<S34,  but  seldom  fully  occupied,  \yhen  visited  by 
Dr.  Allen,  June  13,  there  were  bat  G  inmates,  3  of  whom  were 
children  lately  admitted,  and  none  insane.  The  three  other  in- 
mates were  all  men,  one  of  them  a  deaf-mute.  The  Superintend- 
ent, E.  D.  Palmer,  here  some  years,  salary  $350,  finds  the  farm 
of  130  acres  more  than  he  can  well  cultivate.  The  almshouse 
management  is  fairly  good. 
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Middleton.  Pop.,  1880,  1,000.  Val. ,  1884,  $529,809.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,079  ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $376 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $101 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $600. 

This  town,  visited  by  Dr.  Stedman,  July  7,  has  no  almshouse, 
and  at  that  time  only  2  paupers  fully  supported,  —  a  woman  in 
the  Peabody  almshouse,  and  a  man  boarding  in  Middleton.  No 
insane  in  town  or  in  tbe  hospitals. 

Nahant.  Pop.,  1880,  808.  Val.,  1884,  $4,633,186.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$726 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $366 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $360. 

No  almshouse  and  no  insane  either  in  town  or  at  the  hospitals. 
When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  May  20,  there  was  but  one  pauper 
fully  supported,  an  old  soldier  boarding  in  Boston,  for  whom  the 
town  pays  $1  per  day,  and  is  reimbursed  by  State  aid  and  a  pen- 
sion. 

Newbury.  Pop  ,  1880,  1,566.  Val.,  1884,  $856,311.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,186;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,049;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $170;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

No  almshouse,  and  no  insane  in  town.  When  visited  November 
11  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  there  were  but  5  paupers  fully  supported, 
besides  the  insane  in  hospitals.  These  were  in  private  families  or 
ai  led  at  home. 

Newburyport.  Pop.,  1880,  13,538.  Val.,  1884,  $7,548,521.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $14,796;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $5,906;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $2,688;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $6,000. 

The  city  almshouse,  built  in  1793,  is  the  oldest  building  in 
Massachusetts,  expressly  constructed  for  an  almshouse,  and  though 
neatly  kept,  has  now  become  quite  unsuitable  according  to  modern 
ideas.  In  1832,  when  the  population  of  Newburyport  was  6,500, 
it  contained  85  inmates,  of  whom  39  were  men,  38  women  and  8 
children;  when  visited  by  Dr.  Stedman,  June,  1884,  it  contained 
only  45  inmates,  of  whom  9  were  insane,  4  men  and  5  women  ;  of 
these,  one  man  and  one  woman  were  epileptic.  The  provision 
made  for  these  cases  is  not  satisfactory  and  cannot  be  made  so  in 
the  present  buildings.  The  diet  is  good  and  sufficient,  the  visits 
of  the  city  physician  frequent  and  thorough,  and  the  means  for 
heating  and  ventilation  fair ;  the  bathing  facilities  are  next  to 
nothing,  water  not  being  introduced  except  b}T  wells  and  pumps, 
and  there  being  no  drains  or  plumbing  of  any  kind  inside  the 
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buildings.  The  city  needs  a  new  almshouse  and  has  the  com- 
mand of  funds  to  build  one  ;  but  the  authorities  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  agree  upon  a  location.  When  built,  there  should  be  a  sep- 
arate structure  for  the  chronic  insane,  and  if  the  building  is  much 
longer  deferred,  bath-rooms,  etc.,  should  be  placed  in  the  old  alms- 
house, and  several  cells  and  cages  now  existing  there  should  give 
place  to  better  arrangements  for  the  inmates.  All  things  consid- 
ered, the  management  is  good,  but  would  be  much  better  in  a  bet- 
ter building. 

North  Andover.  Pop.,  1880,  3,217.  Veil.,  1884,  $2,156,447.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,036 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $801 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $276 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $900. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1856,  is  an  old  building  (to  which 
a  new  wing  containing  several  good  chambers  has  been  added) 
located  on  a  good  farm  of  125  acres,  one  mile  east  of  the  centre  of 
the  town,  near  the  Salem  and  Lawrence  Railroad  station.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  N.  Allen,  June  14,  there  were  7  inmates,  3  men,  3 
women  (one  of  whom,  H.  F.,  45,  is  insane,  but  not  troublesome, 
needing  no  restraint),  and  a  child,  E.  L.,  a  girl  of  8. 

The  greater  part  of  the  inmates  were  old  and  feeble,  but  all 
seemed  well  cared  for.  The  superintendent,  Jacob  L.  Farnum, 
here  5  years,  salary  $500,  manages  the  farm  so  profitably  that  it 
pays  most  of  the  expenses,  except  salaries. 

Peabody.  Pop.,  1880,  9,028.  Val.,  1884,  $6,671,200.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $10,196  ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,743  ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$1,632;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $5,500. 

The  town  almshouse,  formerly  the  almshouse  of  South  Danvers, 
was  built  in  1844,  but  somewhat  enlarged  since.  It  stands  3  miles 
west  of  the  village,  a  2J-story  brick  house,  with  a  basement,  well 
built  and  neatly  kept.  There  is  a  farm  of  200  acres,  well  tilled  and 
productive.  The  sexes  are  well  separated ;  there  is  a  chapel  on 
the  first  floor,  and  the  attics  are  used  as  dormitories.  The  superin- 
tendent, W.  H.  Vittum,  here  16  years,  has  a  salary  of  $000.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Stedman,  Dec.  11,  1883,  the  almshouse  contained 
50  inmates,  of  whom  5  were  insane,  2  men  and  3  women.  All  but 
one  of  these  (a  woman)  were  good  almshouse  cases,  and  she  was 
afterwards  removed  to  the  Danvers  hospital.  The  management 
seemed  to  be  good,  but  too  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  personal 
condition  of  the  insane  inmates,  who  were  intermixed  with  the 
other  inmates  of  each  sex.      They  were  warmly  clothed,  and  the 
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house  was  well  warmed  and  ventilated.  The  bathing  facilities 
should  be  increased.  Several  of-  the  sane  inmates  were  boarded 
there  by  other  towns. 

Rockport.  Pop.,  1880,  3,912.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,568.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$3,933;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,430;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$1,228 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $1,000. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1851,  is  a  two-story  wooden  build- 
ing 60  by  35  ft.,  with  an  ell  15  ft.  square,  standing  one  mile 
from  the  railroad  station,  near  Thatcher's  Island  Light.  It  is  in 
good  repair  inside  and  out.  The  drainage  is  somewhat  defective. 
The  women  occupy  the  second  story  of  the  house,  the  men  the 
attics.  There  is  a  sufficient  supply  of  good  bedding.  Everything  is 
cleanly,  and  the  inmates  seem  contented.  When  visited  by  E.  I. 
White,  Ma}7  19,  there  were  11  inmates,  4  men,  5  women  and  2 
children  (both  boys),  brothers,  A.  R.,  11  and  H.  R.,  9,  living  here, 
without  their  parents,  since  1880.  Only  2  of  the  adult  inmates  can 
be  called  rational,  four  being  idiotic,  and  2,  J.  T.,  21,  and  M.  D., 
51  (women),  insane.  None  are  able  to  work  except  J.  T.,  the  in- 
sane woman,  who  is  strong  and  could  earn  her  own  living  were  she 
safe  to  be  at  large.  Superintendent,  Samuel  W.  Burt,  here  since 
1881,  salary  $400.  The  establishment  is  well  managed;  there  is 
very  little  land  connected  with  it. 

Kowley.  Pop.,  1880,  1,201.  Vol.,  1884,  $518,578.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,452;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $593;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$236 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


No  almshouse,  and  few  paupers.  The  town  is  at  present  pay- 
ing T.  W.,  70,  about  $3.50  a  week,  for  support  in  his  own  home, 
where  he  is  disabled  ;  the  greater  part  of  this  is  for  medicine.  The 
only  other  person  fully  supported  is  a  woman  of  70,  who  is  boarded 
in  Danvers  at  $84  a  year.  Several  persons  are  partially  supported 
by  pa}Tment  of  house  rent,  etc.  There  are  no  insane  supported  in 
town,  but  a  single  patient  at  Danvers. 

Salem.  Pop.,  1880,  27,563.  Vol.,  1884,  $25,336,972.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $29,551;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $16,568;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $3,011;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $9,000. 

The  Salem  almshouse,  which  stands  on  the  "  Neck,"  a  mile  or 
two  from  the  station,  was  begun  in  1815,  and  is  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Quinsy  in  his  report  of  1820.  It  was  completed  in  1816,  and  the 
land  about  it,  some  hundred  acres,  was  brought  into  cultivation. 
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At  that  time,  the  number  of  inmates  was  120  and  upward  ;  but  by 
1830  it  had  increased  to  230,  but  in  1832,  the  average  was  less  than 
200.  It  is  a  brick  building  200  feet  long,  50  wide,  and  5  stories 
high,  and  seems  to  have  cost  more  than  $40,000.  Of  late  years 
the  eastern  end  of  the  buildings,  a  portion  of  which  are  more  re- 
cent, have  been  used  for  the  chronic  insane,  but  the  average  num- 
ber of  all  inmates  in  1883-4  was  but  131,  or  scarcely  greater  than 
in  1816,  when  the  population  of  Salem  was  less  than  half  what  it 
now  is.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Stedman,  Jan.  25,  1884,  there  were 
about  170  inmates,  of  whom  38  were  reported  as  insane,  17  men, 
21  women.  These  were  all  chronic  cases,  and  more  than  half  of 
them  had  been  removed  from  the  hospitals  ;  a  few  were  epileptics 
and  one  woman  had  general  paralj-sis.  *  Dr.  Stedman  sa}<s : 
"  There  was  every  appearance  of  good  management,  and  the  in- 
sane inmates  bore  evidence  of  more  intelligent  care  than  is  given 
the  insane  at  the  other  almshouses  within  my  district ;  the  defi- 
ciencies appearing  to  be  due  more  to  limited  accommodations  and 
facilities  than  to  lack  of  zeal  on  appreciation  of  the  requirements  of 
the  lunatics.  The  female  patients  live  during  the  day  in  the  sec- 
ond and  third  stories  in  two  wards,  the  men  occupying  the  first 
floor.  At  night  the  female  patients  occupying  the  second  floor 
sleep  in  an  adjoining  dormitory,  giving  up  their  ward  to  men  from 
the  ward  below.  The  ward  for  the  men  is  little  more  than  a  nar- 
row, dark,  entry-like  passage,  on  the  ground  floor  with  a  few  rooms 
opening  into  it,  all  the  conveniences  being  insufficient,  although 
the  most  seems  to  have  been  made  of  the  limited  resources." 
The  superintendent,  F.  Barker  (here  3  years,  salary  $950),  was 
formerl}'  an  attendant  at  one  of  the  state  hospitals  and  has  more 
experience  than  most  almshouse  superintendents  in  the  care  of  the 
insane.  The  city  authorities  are  well  aware  that  the  old  almshouse 
is  not  sufficient  for  their  chronic  insane,  and  have  therefore  erected 
a  separate  asylum,  with  a  capacity  of  80,  which  stands  near  the 
almshouse  and  will  be  ready  for  use  before  March,  1885.  When 
completed  and  furnished,  it  will  have  cost  upwards  of  $25,000,  and 
is  expected  to  receive  the  insane  poor  of  other  cities  and  towns  in 
Essex. 

Salisbury.  Pop.,  1880,  4,070.  Val,  1884,  $2,304,733.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3,107;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  #904;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $477;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,G00. 

The  Salisbury   almshouse,   built   in  1829,  is   an  old,  two-story 
building,    2£   miles    from  Newburyport,  the  same  distance  from 
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Amesbuiy  Mills,  and  near  the  Chain  Bridge  on  the  Merrimac.  The 
rooms  are  ill  arranged,  but  were  found  clean,  and  the  house  an- 
swers tolerably  well  for  the  number  of  inmates  (4)  found  there 
when  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  May  30.  The  drainage  is  not  objec- 
tionable ;  of  the  two  wells  one  is  too  near  the  privies.  There  is 
a  farm  of  90  acres  (60  of  woodland).  The  superintendent  is 
Charles  Barnard,  here  since  April,  1883,  salary  $300.  Of  the  4 
inmates,  2  men  and  2  women,  one  is  insane,  E.  S.,  81  (a  woman), 
who  has  been  here  30  years,  is  harmless,  and  helps  about  the 
house. 


Saugus.     Pop. .  1880,  2,025.      Vol. ,  1884,  $1,378,692.    Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$3,786 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,539  ;  cost  of  support  in  hospitals, 
net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $1,200. 


The  Saugus. almshouse,  built  in  1823,  is  a  2^-story  wooden  build- 
ing in  fair  repair,  but  old  and  ill  arranged,  standing  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  from  the  Saugus  station.  The  premises  were  neat  and  thrifty 
when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October  17  ;  the  out-buildings  in 
good  repair ;  one,  a  shanty  containing  2  rooms,  used  as  a  lock-up 
and  smoking-room  for  men.  The  sanitary  conditions  were  good. 
The  inmates'  rooms  were  neatly  kept,  but  in  need  of  repairs  ;  their 
sleeping-rooms  not  heated,  and  so  insufficient  are  the  means  of  sep- 
arating the  sexes  as  to  be  productive  of  evil.  When  visited,  the 
house  had  12  inmates,  9  men,  2  women  and  1  child,  L.  S.,  a  girl 
of  8,  who  goes  to  school.  One  of  the  men,  T.  H.,  57,  is  insane, 
having  been  transferred  from  the  Danvers  hospital  Oct.  13,  1884  ; 
he  is  quiet  and  harmless.  One  inmate  is  idiotic,  several  are  epilep- 
tic and  one  of  these  is  troublesome.  The  superintendent,  A. 
Wentworth,  has  been  here  5  years,  salary,  $450. 


Swampscott.  Pop.,  1880,  2,500.  Veil.,  1884,  $3,506,825.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $1,837 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $0;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $903;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  since  it  has  so  few  paupers  that  the 
overseers  deem  it  less  expensive  to  board  them  in  private  families. 
But  one  person  is  fully  supported  in  town,  and  that  at  her  own 
house  ;  she  is  allowed  $2.50  per  week  and  fuel  as  she  needs  it.  A 
few  children  are  boarded  in  neighboring  towns.  Visited,  May  16, 
by  E.  I.  White. 
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TorsFiELD.  Pop.,  1880,  1,165.  Vol.,  1884,  $723,930.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,930;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,356;  of  support  iu  hos- 
pitals, $246;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $330. 

The  Topsficld  almshouse  stands  2  miles  north-west  of  the  Boston 
and  Maine  Railroad,  on  a  farm  of  100  acres.  It  is  an  old  wooden 
house,  said  to  have  been  built  in  17G9,  but  not  used  as  an  alms- 
house until  after  1832.  When  visited  by  Dr.  H.  R.  Stedman, 
April  22,  there  were  but  4  inmates,  a  man,  a  boy  and  2  women. 
One  of  the  latter,  H.  P.,  46,  is  insane,  a  quiet,  tidy  person,  trans- 
ferred from  the  Worcester  hospital  to  this  almshouse  Aug.  19, 
1883.     The  management  here  is  good. 

Wenham.  Pop.,  1880,  889.  Veil,  1881,  $506,025.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$537  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $509. 

No  almshouse,  and  no  paupers  in  other  almshouses.  A  few 
paupers  are  aided  in  Wenham,  Wakefield  and  other  towns.  An 
insane  woman,  formerly  at  the  Danvers  hospital  is  boarding  in 
Wenham,  under  the  care  of  an  intelligent  woman,  her  board  being 
paid  by  relatives.     Visited  by  Dr.  Stedman,  July  12. 

West  Newbury.  Pop.,  1880,  1,989.  Val.,  1884,  $1,024,108.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,156;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $789;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $334  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  about  1714,  is  inconvenient  and  ill 
arranged,  but  clean  and  neat  within  and  in  good  sanitary  condi- 
tion. It  stands  a  little  way  east  of  the  town  house  on  the  road 
from  Bradford  to  Newbury  port,  and  has  been  used  as  an  alms- 
house nearly  fifty  years.  There  is  a  farm  of  1G0  acres.  Superin- 
tendent, E.  Jewett,  since  1882,  salary  $350.  When  visited  by  E. 
I.  White,  May  30,  there  were  12  inmates,  7  of  whom  were  chil- 
dren, and  the  rest  all  women,  one  of  whom,  M.  L.  C,  42,  is  in- 
sane, and  well  cared  for.  The  management  is  good,  but  the  chil- 
dren should  be  removed. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY.  Pop.,  1880,  36,001.  Val.,  18S1,  $16,769,968. 
Net  cost  ofpaupi  rism,  $28,396. 

Asiirn.i.]..  Pop.,  L880,  l,or,6.  Vol.,  1884,  $438,844.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, sf)07;  cost  Of  almshouse  support,  sICl  ■  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$359;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

Very  few  almshouses    existed    in    Franklin  County  until  after 
1832,— none  being  named  in  the  visitation  of  that  year  excepting 
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Greenfield, —  but  several  of  the  present  almshouses  were  built 
early  in  the  century  as  farm-houses  and  afterwards  bought  by  the 
towns.  Ashfield  has  had  two  such,  an  almshouse  which  was  sold 
in  1873,  and  the  present  building,  a  small  story  and  a  half  farm- 
house, with  an  ell,  standing  on  Briar  Hill,  2)z  miles  south  of  Ash- 
field village.  It  was  built  before  1820,  and  has  a  farm  of  125 
acres.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  November  12,  it  con- 
tained 4  inmates,  2  men  and  2  women,  none  of  them  insane,  and 
none  of  them  quite  sound  in  mind.  The  oldest  was  a  woman  of 
94,  and  the  others  more  or  less  paralyzed  in  their  limbs.  They 
are  kindly  treated  and  the  condition  of  the  house  has  been  improved 
since  the  present  superintendent  (E.  W.  Dennison,  salarj^  $325) 
came  here  in  1882,  but  it  is  still  below  the  average  almshouse 
standard.  There  is  one  insane  man,  B.  E.,  who  lives  alone  and 
manages  his  farm  in  another  part  of  the  town. 


Bernards-ton.  Pop.,  1880,  934.  Vol.,  1884,  $384,111.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,267;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $928;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $263  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $76. 

No  almshouse  ;  the  poor  are  either  aided  at  home  or  boarded  in 
families.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  August  8,  there  were 
3  paupers  fully  supported,  one  of  whom  was  insane,  and  among 
those  partially  supported  was  another  insane  person,  for  whom  the 
town  last  year  paid  his  own  family  $73  ;  the  other  insane  man,  A. 
B.,  boards  in  a  family  for  $150  a  year ;  both  appear  to  be  well 
treated.  An  insane  woman,  formerly  a  patient  at  Northampton, 
is  living  with  her  family,  who  support  her. 

Buckland.  Pop.,  1880,  1,739.  Vol.,  1884,  $504,175.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $179;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1  (profit);  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals. $74;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $100. 

The  Buckland  almshouse  is  half  a  mile  northwest  of  the  town  on 
a  hillside.  The  house,  built  in  1764,  is  small  and  inconvenient, 
but  the  rooms  are  comfortable,  and  well  heated  in  winter ;  the  san- 
itary conditions  good.  The  farm,  of  180  acres,  is  fairly  produc- 
tive. Superintendent,  Horace  W.  Burrington,  is  on  his  second 
year,  salary  $365.  Of  the  six  inmates  present  when  visited  by  B. 
A.  Andrews,  October  6,  three  are  boarded  here  by  relatives.  There 
are  two  insane  persons,  one  (a  woman),  K.  S.,  30,  is  harmlessly 
insane,  the  other  (a  man),  D.  M.,  37,  whose  board  is  paid  by  rel- 
atives.    The  bathing  facilities  are  inadequate,  and  the  sexes  not 
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completely   separated.       The  general   management  is  good,   but 
would  be  better  in  a  better  house. 

Charlemont.  Pop.,  1880,  932.  Vol.,  1884,  $309,941.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $972 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $383  ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$186 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

The  town  almshouse,  a  wooden  building  one  and-  a  half  stories 
high,  built  in  1814,  stands  on  the  road  to  Heath,  3  miles  from  the 
railroad  station.  It  is  extremely  dilapidated,  needing  repairs  inside 
and  out.  The  rooms  are  kept  as  clean  as  the  nature  of  the  build- 
ing will  allow ;  the  bedding  good ;  the  bedsteads  old  and  difficult 
to  keep  free  from  vermin.  The  male  inmates  sleep  on  the  ground 
floor,  the  females  in  the  garret.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews, 
October  24,  there  were  three  inmates,  one  man,  one  woman,  T.  C, 
76,  insane,  who  remains  in  bed  most  of  the  time,  and  a  girl  of  18, 
I.  P.,  who  is  an  epileptic.  All  were  well  clothed.  The  superin- 
tendent is  William  L.  Coates,  here  since  April  1,  salary  $350.  The 
management  is  fairly  good,  but  the  house  is  in  worse  condition 
than  that  at  Buckland. 

Column.  Pop.,  1880,  1,777.  Vol.,  1884,  $575,669.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$616;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $311;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$11 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

No  almshouse ;  few]  paupers.  Two  of  these  are  old  women, 
boarded  at  $1.50  a  week  for  each;  and  one,  a  blind  man,  is 
boarded  in  the  family  of  his  step-daughter  in  Heath,  at  $65  per 
year.  There  are  two  idiots  in  town,  supported  by  relatives.  When 
visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  November  12,  there  were  3  persons  fully 
supported,  besides  a  patient  at  Northampton,  — all  70  or  upwards, 
—  and  all  appearing  to  be  well  cared  for. 

Conway.  Pop.,  1880,  1,760.  Val.,  1884,  $735,872.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,697;  cost  of  fiul  support  in  families,  $1,305;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $322  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

This  town  has  no  almshouse,  but  when  visited  by  B.  A.  An- 
drews, October  25,  was  supporting  7  persons  in  private  families,  — ■ 
one,  idiotic,  at  a  cost  of  $112  a  year  ;  2,  husband  and  wife,  at  $3 
a  week  ;  a  woman  of  00,  with  her  son,  at  $2  a  week  ;  another  wo- 
man with  her  son-in-law,  and  2  in  other  towns.  There  were  also 
5  persons  partially  supported.  The  town  appears  to  provide  lib- 
erally for  all  its  poor.  No  insane  in  town,  and  most  of  the  poor 
are  either  old  people  or  invalids. 
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Deerfield.  Pop.,  1880,  3,543.  Val.,  1884,  $1,179,672.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3, 445;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,201;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $416;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $1,800. 

This  town,  visited  September  8,  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  has  no  alms- 
house, but  was  then  supporting  8  persons,  all  old  or  helpless,  and 
boarded  in  different  families  at  prices  from  $1.50  to  $4.50  a  week. 
Six  of  these  were  women,  and  the  two  men  very  old.  None  of 
them  are  insane,  but  2  idiotic  ;  and  there  is  also  an  idiotic  child 
boarded  in  Deerfield,  at  the  expense  of  its  friends  in  Chilmark. 
The  price  of  board  paid  here  is  unusually  high,  and  the  care  taken 
of  the  poor  seems  to  be  good. 

Erving.  Pop.,  1880,  872.  Val,  1884,  $349,510.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$737;  cost  of  fall  support  in  families,  $273;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$184 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $250. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  July  25, 
only  one  pauper  fully  supported,  who  lives  with  her  daughter  in 
Erving.  There  are  two  insane  persons  in  hospitals,  but  none  in 
town. 

Gill.  Pop.,  1880,  733.  Val.,  1884,  $422,848.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$464;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $203;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$29 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $200. 

No  almshouse,  no  insane  in  town,  and  very  few  paupers,  who 
are  boarded  in  families  or  aided  at  home.  When  visited  by  B.  A. 
Andrews,  August  8,  there  was  but  one  person  fully  and  one  par- 
tially supported ;  the  former  at  $2.50  a  week. 

Greenfield.  Pop.,  1880,  3,903.  Val.,  1884,  $3,087,424.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,643;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $134;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $687;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $1,700. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1830,  is  a  2J--stor}T  wooden  build- 
ing, with  two  ells,  on  the  road  to  Leyden,  about  4  miles  north  of  the 
railroad  station.  The  inmates  occup}^  one  of  the  ells  ;  in  the  other 
is  a  "  strong-room"  with  barred  windows,  not  occupied  when  vis- 
ited by  B.  A.  Andrews,  July  14.  There  were  then  6  inmates,  —  2 
men,  4  women,  —  all  over  40,  and  mostly  over  60.  None  were  in- 
sane ;  the  whole  seemed  contented  and  well  cared  for,  except  that 
their  sleeping-rooms  are  too  small  and  ill  ventilated,  and  some  of 
them  out  of  repair.  The  rooms  and  bedding  were  clean,  the  san- 
itary conditions  good,  and  the  house  externally  very  neat  and  we 
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kept.     Superintendent,  C.  M.  Cobb,  here  7  years,  salary  $500; 
his  management  seems  to  be  excellent. 

Hawley.  Pop.,  1880,  592.  Vol.,  1884,  $152,613.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $426;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $156;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $245. 

The  almshouse  is  about  a  mile  from  West  Hawley  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Hawley,  a  dilapidated  story-and-a-half  house,  built  in  1833, 
and  now  much  in  need  of  repairs.  When  visited  by  B.  A. 
Andrews,  August  16,  there  were  4  inmates, —  2  men  and  2  women, — 
all  above  70,  and  very  feeble.  They  were  well  clothed  and  con- 
tented. Superintendent,  L.  Hawkes,  here  since  April,  1884, 
salary  $300.  The  farm,  of  200  acres,  last  year  paid  all  expenses, 
and  the  management  was  as  good  as  the  condition  of  the  build- 
ings will  permit. 


HEATn.  Pop.,  1880,  560.  Veil.,  1884,  $165,700.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$314;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $200;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $84 ;  net 
cost  of  out-door  relief,  $0. 

The  almshouse  is  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  town,  4 
miles  from  Charlemont  station  ;  a  two-story  building  in  good  repair 
and  well  kept.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October  24, 
there  were  4  inmates. —  3  men,  one  woman, —  and  one  of  each  sex  is 
insane.  They  are  quiet  and  harmless  and  well  cared  for.  The 
rooms  and  bedding  were  clean,  the  cellar  in  good  condition,  and 
the  sanitary  arrangements  satisfactory. 


LEVBRETT.  Pop.,  1880,  742.  Vol.,  1884,  $268,845.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $255 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $232  (profit)  ;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $3SG;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $20. 

The  almshouse,  1^  miles  south  of  North  Leverett,  is  an  old 
two-story  house,  much  out  of  repair,  but  clean  and  well  kept.  The 
water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  the  farm  of  1G0  acres  well 
managed.  The  new  Superintendent,  Edward  Woodbury,  salary 
$225,  manages  well,  and  almost  pa}Ts  the  expenses  from  the 
income  of  the  farm.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  August  14, 
there  were  3  inmates,  an  epileptic  man  and  2  women  ;  none  in- 
sane, all  working  a  little,  well  clothed  and  contented. 
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Letdex.  Pop.,  1880,  507.  Veil.,  1SS4,  $195,306.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, S611;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $363;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$191 :  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $40. 

No  almshouse  ;  no  insane  in  town,  except  a  woman  supported 
by  her  husband.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  August  8, 
there  were  4  persons  fully  supported,  all  over  70,  and  boarded  in 
different  families  ;  apparently  well  cared  for. 

Monroe.  Pop.,  1SS0,  166.  Yal.,  1884,  $41,921.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $6 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $6. 

The  few  inhabitauts  of  Mjnroe  are  scattered  over  a  large  area, 
and  have  no  paupers.  The  number  of  taxed  acres  is  6,639  ;  of 
dwelling  houses  34  ;  no  insane  and  no  need  of  an  almshouse. 

Montague.  Pop.,  1880,  4,875.  Yal.,  1884,  $2,871,288.  Net  cost  of 
Pauperism,  4,379:  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,375 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $188  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,900. 

The  town  almshouse,  occupied  in  1863,  is  near  the  railroad 
track,  half  way  from  Montague  to  Miller's  Falls,  a  wooden  building, 
much  out  of  repair,  except  a  two-stor\T  ell,  for  the  inmates,  built 
some  years  ago,  in  which  they  sleep  in  rooms  of  good  size,  clean 
and  well  ventilated,  each  with  an  iron  bedstead.  Superintendent, 
C.  E.  'Wood,  here  off  and  on  for  some  years,  salaiy  $200.  When 
visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  July  18,  there  were  9  inmates,  4  men, 
an  infant  boy  and  4  women.  Xone  are  insane,  but  2  are  feeble- 
minded. The  sanitary  conditions  are  good  and  the  inmates  well 
cared  for. 

New  Salem.  Pop.,  1880,  869.  Yal.,  1884,  $307,670.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $566 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $195 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$54  :  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1804,  is  a  one-stonT  wooden  building, 
in  good  condition  inside,  and  with  sanitary  conditions  satisfac- 
tory. When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  July  25,  there  was  but  one 
inmate,  an  old  man  of  87,  and  no  insane  are  reported  in  town  or 
at  the  hospitals.  Superintendent,  Harrison  Powers,  here  one 
year,  salary  8250  ;  his  management  is  good. 

Xorthfield.  Pop.,  1880,  1,603.  Yah,  1884,  $621,009.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, 81,430 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $565  ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, S437;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  there  is  a  contract  for  the  support  of 
the  poor,  they  board  in  different  families.     When  visited  by  B.  A. 
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Andrews,  July  9,  there  were  bat  two  paupers  fully  supported,  a 
man  and  a  woman.  An  insane  woman  lives  at  home,  supported  by 
her  relatives. 

Orange.  Pop.,  1880,  3,169.  Val.,  1884,  $1,679,269.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,505;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,144;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

The  old  almshouse,  which  was  wholly  unsuitable,  was  taken 
down  three  3-ears  ago,  and  a  large  two-story  wooden  house  built 
on  the  farm  of  100  acres  five  miles  north  of  the  village.  When 
visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  July  28,  there  were  9  inmates,  one  man, 
insane  (G.  W.,  50),  and  8  women,  2  of  whom  (S.  B.,  68,  and 
C.  D.,  35)  are  insane.  All  the  insane  are  quiet  and  harmless; 
the  man  is  filthy,  and  is  secluded  most  of  the  time.  The  sexes  are 
well  separated;  all,  except  G.  W.,  are  clean  and  well-clad.  The 
Superintendent,  John  D.  Holston,  here  since  1880,  salaiy  $500,  is 
young  and  energetic.  There  are  100  acres  of  good  land.  All  the 
sanitary  conditions  are  good  ;  the  cellar  large  and  well  ventilated, 
the  house  well  arranged,  and  good  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 
The  water  supply  is  abundant  and  excellent. 

Rowe.  Pop.,  1880,  502.  Val.,  1884,  $180,798.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$452;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $80;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$115  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $250. 

No  almshouse,  few  paupers,  and  no  insane.  There  are  but  two 
persons  fully  supported  in  town,  both  men,  who  are  boarded  in 
good  families  and  have  apparently  nothing  to  complain  of.  One 
of  them  has  fits  occasionally  and  partial  paralysis  of  the  hands. 
The  town  aids  2  families  in  North  Adams  to  the  extent  of  $2.50 
a  week.     (Visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  Oct.  7,  1884.) 

Shelbuene.  Pop.,  1880,  1,621.  Val.,  1884,  $840,476.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $945;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $382;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $491  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $70. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  b}-  B.  A.  Andrews,  September 
11,  but  2  fully  supported  in  private  families  in  town.  One  (M.  P., 
40)  was  in  Northampton  hospital  for  ten  years  previous  to  Octo- 
ber, 1883,  but  is  now  quiet  and  harmless,  has  her  freedom  and 
does  jome  work  ;  the  other  is  an  idiot  of  40,  who  seems  to  do  no 
work,  and  spends  his  time  as  he  pleases.  The  poor  evidently  re- 
ceive good  care. 
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Shutesbury.  Pop.,  1S80,  529.  Vol.,  1884.,  $149,720.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $991 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $520;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $450. 

The  town  almshouse,  a  wooden  building  of  2J  stories,  painted 
red  with  white  trimmings,  built  in  1814,  stands  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  road  to  the  centre  of  the  town,  south  2  miles  distant.  It 
was  found  scrupulously  clean,  when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews, 
Aug.  14.  It  contains  hut  six  rooms,  one  of  which  is  specially 
adapted  for  the  confinement  of  violent  patients.  The  superintend- 
ent, Willard  Stowell,  here  since  April  1,  salary  $212.50,  occupies 
a  cottage  near  by.  The  farm  of  75  acres  is  fairly  productive. 
There  were  7  inmates,  3  men,  4  women  ;  one  of  the  latter,  J.  P., 
40,  is  insane  and  crippled,  and  one  is  idiotic.  There  are  also  two 
idiotic  men,  one  epileptic.  Several  of  the  inmates  are  old  and 
feeble  ;  all  seem  to  have  the  best  of  care. 

Sunderland.  Pop.,  1880,  755.  Val.,  1884,  $422,899.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $693 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $164 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $284;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  only  one 
pauper,  a  man,  was  full}'  supported,  boarded  in  Hadley  at  $3.50  per 
week.     No  insane,  except  a  patient  at  Northampton. 

Warwick.  Pop.,  1880,  713.  Val.,  1884,  $268,788.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$891;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $642;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $225; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $25. 

The  town  almshouse,  3  miles  north  of  the  village,  and  about  the 
same  distance  south  of  the  Winchester  (N.  H.)  station  on  the 
Ashuelot  railroad,  was  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October  8.  It 
was  not  built  for  an  almshouse,  nor  well  adapted  for  one;  there 
are  no  means  of  heating  the  rooms,  and  none  for  bathing.  The 
rooms  are  clean,  the  inmates  well  clothed  and  well  cared  for.  Six 
were  found  present ;  3  men,  1  woman  and  2  children,  a  brother  and 
sister,  6  and  7.  One  man,  E.  P.,  24,  is  insane  and  occasionally 
violent ;  he  will  perhaps  need  to  be  sent  back  to  Northampton. 
The  sanitary  conditions  are  not  what  they  should  be,  but  the  in- 
mates do  not  appear  to  surfer.  Isaac  Cole,  superintendent  since 
last  April,  salary  $200. 
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Wendell.  Pop  ,  1880,  465.  Val.,  1884,  $200,717.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$858  ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $693  ;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $3  ;  net 
cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

The  almshouse,  visited,  August  14  and  November  20,  by  B.  A. 
Andrews,  is  a  mile  from  the  village,  on  the  road  to  Montague.  At 
the  last  visit  there  were  4  inmates,  a  fifth  having  died  November 
15.  Three  were  women,  one  of  whom,  I.  R.,  27,  is  insane  and  oc- 
casionally secluded.  The  superintendent,  F.  Russell,  here  since 
last  April,  salary  $275,  and  his  wife,  take  excellent  care  of  the  in- 
mates, who  eat  at  the  same  table  with  them,  are  well  clothed, 
have  good  bedding  and  furniture,  etc.,  although  the  rooms  are  not 
well  arranged.     Sanitary  conditions  good. 

Whately.  Pop.,  1880,  1,074.  Vol.,  188'f?  $414,883.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,151;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $723 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $184;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

No  almshouse  ;  when  visited,  August  27,  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  5  pau- 
ders,  all  men,  were  fully  supported  at  $3  a  week  each,  with  one  ex- 
ception, who  is  boarded  for  less  because  he  can  do  some  work. 


HAMPDEN  COUNTY.  Pop.,  1880,  104,142.  Val.,  1884,  $70,786,755. 
Net  cost  of  pauperism,  $79,966. 

Agawam.  Pop.,  1880,  2,216.  Val.,  1884,  $1,220,565.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, #1*712;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $585 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$388  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $750. 

The  town  almshouse,  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  September  1,  is  at 
Feeding  Hills,  1£  miles  north  of  the  post-office,  formerly  a  tavern. 
It  is  a  large,  old  fashioned  wooden  house,  out  of  repair,  and  used 
by  the  town  since  April,  1878.  The  sleeping-rooms  for  inmates 
are  in  the  second-story  for  both  men  and  women,  all  being  locked 
in  their  rooms  at  night.  The  furniture  is  scanty,  the  bedding  in- 
sufficient and  not  clean,  the  vermin  numerous.  The  sanitary  con- 
ditions were  not  satisfactory.  Superintendent,  E.  L.  Granger, 
since  April,  1883,  salary  $225.  Seven  inmates  were  found,  3 
men,  4  women,  all  over  40  and  2  over  80.  die  woman,  E.  R., 
41,  formerly  at  Northampton,  is  insane  ;  one  old  man  epileptic,  and 
another  feeble-minded.  The  matron  has  no  help,  except  from  the 
inmates,  who  can  do  very  little  work.  The  farm  of  14  acres  is 
productive  ;  the  average  weekly  cost  of  each  inmate,  $1.25. 
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Blandford.  Pop.,  1880,  979.  Val.,  1884,  .$346,397.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $769;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $550;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $0 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief, 


No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  October  14,  by  Mrs.  Fisher, 
but  one  person  fully  supported  in  town;  T.  D.,  70,  harmlessly  in- 
sane, and  formerly  at  Northampton,  is  boarded  with  A.  J.  Smith 
at  $2.50  per  week.  Another  insane  man  is  supported  by  the  town 
at  Northampton  ;  and  an  idiotic  woman  by  her  relatives  in  Bland- 
ford. 

Brimfield.  Pop.,  1880,  1,203.  Val.,  1884,  $485,285.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,013;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,327;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$368;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

The  almshouse  is  a  little  south  of  the  village,  on  a  road  leading 
towards  Wales ;  the  farm  is  large  and  productive,  the  buildings  a 
mixture  of  old  and  new,  and  in  some  parts  needing  repairs.  When 
visited,  October  1,  by  Dr.  Hitchcock  and  F.  B.  Sanborn,  there 
were  10  inmates,  —  among  them  2  girls  of  8  and  16,  4  men  and  4 
women.  Of  the  men,  2  are  epileptics;  one,  L.  W.,  35,  at  one 
time  in  Worcester  hospital,  occupies  the  tramp  room,  spending  the 
day  in  one  cell  and  sleeping  in  another ;  the  other  epileptic  is  able 
to  work.  Most  of  the  inmates  are  over  70  ;  they  do  not  complain 
and  seem  to  be  kindly  treated.  The  sleeping  rooms  are  indiffer- 
ently furnished,  and  there  is  no  complete  separation  of  the  sexes. 
The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  and  the  almshouse  might 
easily  be  made  more  comfortable  for  the  inmates.  The  Superin- 
tendent is  Mr.  Lampheer,  here  since  April  1,  salary  $300  ;  his 
management  is  good.  One  of  the  epileptics  is  insane,  and  there 
is  another  insane  inmate  ;  both  are  well  treated,  and  the  quar- 
ters of  the  one  above-mentioned  are  more  spacious  than  in  most 
hospitals. 

Chester.  Pop.,  1880,  1,473.  Val.,  1884,  $505,250.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $810;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $785  (estimated);  of  sup- 
port in  hospitals,  $15;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $500. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  October  15,  no 
paupers  fully  supported  in  the  town,  which  has  a  contract  with 
Joseph  Casner  to  support  and  relieve  all  the  poor  in  town  for  $800 
a  year.  The  only  insane  person  supported  in  hospital,  B.  E.,  29, 
a  homicide,  is  now  a  State  patient,  under  the  law  of  1883. 
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Chicopee.  Pop.,  1880,  11,286.  Vol.,  1884,  $5,515,140.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $11,244;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $3,901;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $1,962;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $5,000. 

This  town  first  established  an  almshouse  in  1876,  a  two-story 
brick  building  with  an  attic  and  basement,  standing  east  of  the 
Chicopee  Falls  branch  Railroad,  1^-  miles  from  the  Junction.  The 
buildings  cost  $15,000,  and  are  well  arranged  on  the  whole,  ex- 
cept that  the  sexes  are  not  sufficiently  separated  and  there  is  a 
lack  of  bathing  facilities.  The  water  supply  is  ample,  but  might 
be  better  distributed,  and  the  drainage  is  good.  The  capacity  of 
the  house  is  for  50  inmates.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  Aug- 
ust 23,  there  were  but  35,  10  men,  17  women,  4  boys  and  4  girls. 
The  only  insane  inmate  is  a  woman,  J.  E.,  60,  usually  quiet,  but 
sometimes  noisy  and  then  secluded.  The  8  children  vary  in  age 
from  2  years  to  13,  and  most  of  them  go  to  school.  The  farm  of 
16  acres  is  well  cultivated.  The  almshouse  is  well  furnished, 
heated  by  steam  and  very  clean.  Superintendent,  John  Tait, 
salary  $350,  whose  management  seems  good. 

Granville..  Pop.,  1880,  1,205.  Vol.,  1884,  $349,383.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,738;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $957;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $171 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $600. 

No  almshouse,  but  the  town  has  lately  made  a  contract  with 
C.  W.  Roberts,  to  board  any  of  the  poor  whom  the  Overseers  may 
send  to  him.  When  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  September  3,  there 
were  8  persons  fully  supported  by  the  town,  of  whom  5  boarded 
with  Mr.  Roberts  at  $2.25  per  week ;  the  other  three  were  boarded 
elsewhere  in  different  families  at  the  same  rate,  except  one  old 
man,  who  boards  with  his  grand-daughter  at  $2.  Of  those  board- 
ing with  Mr.  Roberts,  one  man,  S.  S.,  80,  is  harmlessly  insane, 
but  is  locked  in  his  room  at  night.  He  has  been  supported  by  the 
town  40  years.  There  is  another  insane  man  in  town  supported 
by  his  relatives,  C.  B.,  49,  who  has  been  a  patient  at  Northamp- 
ton, but  not  for  a  dozen  years  past.  Of  the  8  paupers  mentioned, 
6  were  men  and  2  women,  and  all  are  over  50.  Among  those  par- 
tially supported  is  an  idiotic  man  living  with  his  brother. 

Hampden.  Pop.,  1880,  958.  Vah,  1884,  $140,020.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$90G;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $573;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$171 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

No  almshouse,  but  when  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  October  29, 
was   boarding   3   paupers,   one   man,  2  women   (both   the   latter 
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insane),  in  one  family  at  $2.50  per  week.  The  Overseers  men- 
tioned some  insane  or  idiotic  persons  in  town  supported  by  their 
friends,  but  declined  to  give  their  names.  The  insane  women,  S. 
M.,  62,  and  S.  S.,  49,  formerly  at  Brattleborough  and  North- 
ampton, board  with  R.  M.  Day  on  the  road  to  Stafford. 

Holland.  Pop.,  1880,  302.  Vol.,  1884,  $118,245.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$98;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $82;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $00; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $16. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  November  17, 
no  paupers,  either  fully  or  partially  supported. 

Holyoke.  Pop.,  1880,  21,915.*  Vol.,  1884,  $15,527,995.  Net  cost  of  Pau- 
perism, $14,042;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $2,093;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $3,702;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $8,200. 

This  is  the  second  largest  city  west  of  Worcester,  and  fast 
gaining  in  population,  but  has  no  almshouse,  and  supports  none 
of  its  poor  in  almshouses  elsewhere.  It  has  doubled  the  number 
fully  supported  within  two  years.  July  1,  1884,  there  were  66  fully 
supported,  of  whom  24  were  insane  ;  a  large  increase  since  April  1 , 
when  41  were  reported,  of  whom  22  were  insane,  all  in  hospitals. 
When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  December  16,  the  number  fully 
supported  was  50,  of  whom  27  were  insane  persons,  chiefly  at  the 
Northampton  hospital.  The  sane  poor  of  Holyoke  are  boarded  in 
private  families,  with  the  exception  of  children  and  sick  persons, 
who  are  sent  to  private  institutions  at  the  expense  of  the  city, 
there  being  no  city  hospital.  The  Ma}Tor  and  city  physician  have 
recommended  that  the  city  should  establish  a  hospital ;  and  the 
city  treasurer  hints  that  the  city  should  provide  for  its  insane  b}r  a 
suitable  hospital  building.  Thirteen  children  were  boarded,  De- 
cember 16,  at  $1.50  a  week,  in  the  Catholic  school,  at  Ingleside, 
3  in  families  at  Huntington,  and  4  others  elsewhere  ;  one  adult,  at 
$3  a  week,  in  the  "  House  of  Providence,"  etc. 

Longmeadow.  Pop.,  1880,  1,401.  Val. ,  1884,  $901,128.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,497;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $383;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $352;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $760. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  Mrs.  Fibher,  October  16, 
was  boarding  2  paupers, —  a  man  and  a  woman, —  both  very  old, 
and  the  latter  insane,  in  different  families.  The  man,  who  is  very 
feeble,  boards  with  a  niece  at  $3  a  week;  the  insane  woman, 
P.  W.,  83,  supported  by  the  town  since  1830,  boards  with  Luther 
Hill,  at  East  Longmeadow,  where  she  has  been  for  more  than  40 

*  Estimated  to  be  26,000  in  1884. 
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years,  at  $2.25  a  week.     She  was  dressed  neatly  and  apparently 
well  cared  for. 

Ludlow.  Pop.,  1880,  1,526.  Vol. ,  1884,  $ 787,756.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,096;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $438;  of  support  iu  hospitals, 
110;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $550. 

No  almshouse,  and  only  a  verbal  contract  with  Gilbert  Atchison, 
who  has  boarded  paupers  for  several  years,  to  take  such  as  the 
Overseers  may  send  him.  When  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  August 
1G,  only  2  were  boarding  there, —  a  feeble-minded  woman  and  an 
insane  man  (H.  K.,  34,  formerly  at  Northampton,  and  able  to  do 
some  work),  at  $2  a  week.  Another  insane  man,  J.  M.  K.,  66, 
who  was  at  Northampton  15  years,  is  boarding  with  his  cousin  in 
Ludlow  Centre,  and  very  well  cared  for. 

Monson.  Pop.,  1880,  3,758.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,410,568.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $3,567;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,182;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$204;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,100. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  about  1820,  and  for  many  }^ears  in  a 
dilapidated  condition,  was  repaired  and  enlarged  two  years  ago, 
and  is  now  a  very  convenient  home  for  the  poor.  It  stands  2J- 
miles  east  of  Monson  village,  on  the  road  to  Brim  field,  and  when 
visited,  October  1,  by  Dr.  Hitchcock  and  F.  B.  Sanborn,  contained 
16  inmates,  of  whom  2,  a  brother  and  sister,  were  feeble-minded 
children;  two  others,  A.  W.,  7,  and  W.  W.,  5,  bright  boys  lately 
admitted  ;  and  one,  an  infant  of  8  months,  with  its  mother,  a  girl 
of  19.  These  five  children  were  well  cared  for,  but  the  two  broth- 
ers should  not  remain.  Of  the  11  adult  inmates,  4  were  men  and 
7  women.  One  man,  L.  R.,  4  6,  formerly  at  Worcester,  and  2 
women,  C.  D.,  42,  formerly  at  Northampton,  and  A.  S.,  67,  are 
insane  ;  one  woman  is  blind,  and  two  men  and  one  woman,  feeble 
minded.  All  were  well  cared  for,  and  those  occupj'ing  rooms  in 
the  new  wing,  chiefly  women  and  children,  had  very  good  quarters, 
large  rooms,  well  heated,  with  iron  bedsteads  and  pleasant  sur- 
roundings. One  of  the  insane  women  has  a  room  there,  the  other 
in  the  old  house  ;  and  the  insane  man  sleeps  in  the  tramp  house 
and  takes  care  of  his  own  room.  The  feeble-minded  inmates  are 
divided  between  the  old  house  and  the  new  wing.  The  superin- 
tendent is  Leonard  Aldrich,  salary  $400,  who  was  formerly  an 
officer  at  the  State  Workhouse,  and  has  also  kept  the  almshouses  at 
Belchertown,  Dudle}'  and  Marlborough.  He  is  a  vigorous  officer, 
well  adapted  to  the  reformation  of  an  ill-kept  almshouse,  such  as 
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this  was  before  he  took  it  in  hand.  The  well  water  is  good ;  the 
spring  water,  coming  through  lead  pipes,  is  believed  to  be  poison- 
ous. The  cellar  is  in  bad  condition,  but  will  soon  be  improved. 
The  general  management  is  good. 

Montgomery.  Pop.,  1880,  303.  Val.,  1884,  $137,560.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $994;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $878;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


No  almshouse ;  supports  its  poor  by  contract  with  Leander 
Moore,  south-west  of  the  village,  on  the  road  to  Westfield.  When 
visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  November  3,  only  2  persons  were  fully 
supported,  one  in  Mr.  Moore's  family,  at  $3  a  week,  and  the  other, 
an  invalid  and  troublesome  woman,  in  another  family,  at  $4.80  a 
week.     Both  seemed  to  be  well  cared  for. 


Palmer.     Pop.,  1880,  5,504.      Val,  1884,  $2,567,586.     Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $3,778;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $961;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,000. 


The  town  almshouse,  built  eight  years  ago,  where  the  old  one 
was  burned,  is  2J-  miles  north  of  Palmer  station,  on  a  farm  of  125 
acres,  a  large  two-story  wooden  building,  newly  painted,  but  need- 
ing some  improvements  within.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
October  1,  there  were  10  inmates,  one  of  whom  (a  man),  T.  A., 
54,  is  insane.  There  were  2  children,  a  girl  of  8  and  a  boy  of  16  ; 
2  men,  7  women  and  a  girl  of  17,  a  cripple,  who  is  cared  for  by  a 
feeble-minded  woman,  who  occupies  the  same  room.  Two  other 
women  are  feeble  minded,  and  all,  except  the  men,  occupy  rooms 
on  the  ground  floor,  the  men  sleeping  up-stairs.  There  are  several 
unoccupied  rooms,  and  those  occupied  are  scantily  furnished.  The 
insane  man  was  found  husking  corn  in  the  barn.  He  was 
well  clothed  (at  the  expense  of  his  wife)  and  well  cared  for.  The 
superintendent,  Ezra  Greenleaf,  here  4  years,  salary  $350,  owns  a 
farm  in  Dana  and  will  go  back  there  next  year.  The  management 
is  good  ;  the  water  supply  and  drainage  in  good  order,  but  there  is 
no  bath  room. 

Russell.  Pop.,  1880,  823.  Val.,  1884,  $457,412.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,566;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,300;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

No  almshouse  ;  the  town  contracts  with  Edward  Chapman  in  the 
ullage  to  support  its  poor  for  $700  a  year.     Those  who  board  with 
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him  sleep  in  a  small  wooden  building,  a  few  rods  from  his  house. 
When  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  July  31  and  September  12,  out  of  4 
paupers  then  supported  at  the  expense  of  Russell,  only  one,  a 
feeble-minded  man,  was  living  at  Mr.  Chapman's ;  two  other  men 
come  and  go  as  they  please,  and  two  men  are  sub-let  by  Mr. 
Chapman  for  $1.75  and  $3.25  a  week.  The  condition  of  the  Chap- 
man house  was  not  satisfactory.  None  of  those  supported  were 
insane. 


Southwick.  Pop.,  1880,  1,104.  FaZ.,  1884.  $556,307.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,175;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $728;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $362;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $100. 

No  almshouse,  but  boards  its  poor  in  different  families.  When 
visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  November  10,  there  were  7  fully  supported 
in  the  town,  3  men  and  4  women.  One  man,  N.  A.,  87,  seems  to 
be  insane,  and  gives  much  trouble  to  those  who  take  care  of  him. 
The  Overseers  think  he  is  in  a  good  place,  but  the  Visitor  is  of  a 
different  opinion.  His  board  is  $3.50  a  week.  Two  other  persons 
board  in  a  second  family  at  $3.50  and  $2  a  week,  and  the  rest  in 
other  families. 

Springfield.  Pop.,  1880,  33,340.  Vol.,  1884,  $35,093,816.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $22,833;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $9,941;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $3,713  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $7,000. 

The  present  city  almshouse  takes  the  place  of  the  old  town  alms- 
house, built  before  1800,  but  first  occupied  about  that  date.  This 
stood  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city  ;  but  the  new  almshouse,  built 
of  brick,  is  in  the  south-eastern  part,  two  *miles  from  the  oxiy  hall, 
and  not  far  from  the  city  hospital.  It  was  built  in  1876  and  has  a 
capacity  of  nearly  100,  but  since  the  removal  of  the  truant  school, 
has  never  been  full.  The  main  building  is  a  long  parallelogram, 
built  of  brick,  two  stories  in  height,  with  high  basement  occupied 
as  kitchen,  laundry  and  store-rooms.  There  is  a  mansard  roof, 
which  gives  a  third  story  for  sleeping-rooms.  The  two  wings, 
north  and  south,  are  assigned  to  men  and  women,  with  entire  sep- 
aration ;  the  superintendent  and  his  family  occupy  the  central  por- 
tion. A  small  hospital  of  brick  has  just  been  completed,  which  is 
well  arranged  and  furnishes  much  needed  accommodations  for  the 
sick.  It  is  in  the  rear  of  the  main  building,  two  stories  high,  with 
two  bath-rooms  and  a  small  diet-kitchen,  and  is  a  neat  and  suita- 
ble building  for  its  purpose  in  every  way.     There  is  a  large  new 
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brick  barn  on  the  premises,  and  an  enclosed  airing  court  for  the  in- 
sane women.  The  buildings  and  farm  have  cost  $65,000.  When 
visited  by  Mrs  C.  T.  Leonard,  July  23,  there  were  72  inmates,  2 
being  infant  children  with  their  mothers  ;  no  other  children  were 
in  the  almshouse,  but  18  were  at  that  time  boarding  in  good  farm- 
er's families  in  Hampden  County.  Nineteen  of  the  inmates  were 
insane  :  4  men,  15  women,  —  all  but  one  of  whom  were  formerly  in 
the  lunatic  hospitals.  The  women  occup}r  the  upper  story  of  the 
south  wing,  the  insane  men  are  in  the  north  wing.  The  sexes  are 
well  separated,  both  sane  and  insane.  The  inmates,  both  sane  and 
insane,  were  seen  at  dinner,  at  five  long  tables,  all  eating  in  a  quiet 
and  orderly  manner.  A  few  invalids  and  feeble  persons  were 
served  in  their  own  rooms.  The  food  was  abundant  and  good. 
In  the  new  hospital  ward,  3  women  and  one  lad  were  in  bed.  The 
bedding,  furniture,  bath-rooms,  etc.,  wTere  all  found  in  good  con- 
dition. Superintendent,  Z.  F.  Chadwick,  here  3  years  ;  salary, 
$800.  There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  this  almshouse 
since  1879,  when  30  pauper  children,  besides  11  truants,  crowded 
the  building. 

Tolland.  Pop.,  1880,  452.  Val.,  1884,  $165,530.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $158;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $104;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $50. 

No  almshouse,  and  but  one  person,  an  idiotic  woman,  supported, 
November  12,  when  visited  by  E.  I.  White. 

Wales.  Pop.,  1880,  1,030.  Fa?.,  1884,  $310,586.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$906;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $585;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $350. 

No  almshouse,  but  many  paupers,  chiefly  insane  or  idiotic. 
When  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  July  16,  there  were  2  insane  per- 
sons, brother  and  sister  (L.  P.,  60,  and  A.  P.,  59),  boarding  with 
their  sister  at  $2  a  week  each  ;  the  brother  does  some  work,  and 
was  formerly  at  the  Tewksbury  Almshouse.  Another  insane  wo- 
man, sometimes  violent,  C.  S.,  58,  boards  with  F.  S.  Gardner, 
where  she  has  been  8  years,  at  $2.33  a  week.  Mr.  Gardner  re- 
ceives the  same  price  for  a  third  insane  woman,  A.  C,  69,  who 
spends  most  of  her  time  out-doors  working,  and  in  summer  goes 
barefoot.  Another  insane  woman,  S.  R.,  55,  boards  with  a  fam- 
ily in  Monson  under  the  care  of  a  sister,  who  receives  $7.50  a 
month  from  Wales. 
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Westfield.  Pop.,  1880,  7,587.  Vol.,  1884,  $6,180,202.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $5,252;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,0G2;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $1,420;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,600. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1840,  is  four  miles  from  the  village 
on  the  road  to  Blandford  ;  a  large  two-story  house  with  a  wing, 
and  a  detached  brick  building  of  a  story  and  a  half,  fitted  up  with 
cells  and  in  unsatisfactory  condition.  Neither  this  place  nor  the 
main  building  were  in  good  condition,  and  some  parts  of  the  es- 
tablishment were  very  offensive  when  visited,  July  28,  by  Mrs. 
Fisher.  She  found  23  inmates,  mostly  old  people,  2  of  whom 
were  insane  ;  viz.,  S.  H.,  77,  here  43  }^ears,  and  M.  W.,  62,  whose 
sister  is  a  patient  at  Northampton.  The  former  occupies  a  cell  in 
the  brick  building,  which  she  does  not  leave,  except  when  taken 
out  by  the  superintendent ;  she  is  very  filthy,  but  her  health  con- 
tinues good.  There  were  4  idiotic  inmates,  all  men,  and  3  chil- 
dren,—  a  boy  of  14,  a  cripple,  a  girl  of  8  and  a  boy  of  6,  who 
could  both  be  boarded  out.  The  superintendent,  A.  L.  Hayden, 
here  2  years;  salar}^  $500,  has  made  some  improvement  in  the 
management,  and  the  buildings  have  also  been  improved,  but  they 
are  still  discreditable  to  the  town.  Of  the  20  adult  inmates,  9  are 
men  and  11  women. 


West  Springfield.  Pop.,  1880,  4,149.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,998,331.  Net  cost 
of  pauperism,  $2,421;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $906;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $623;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $900. 

No  almshouse.  Its  paupers  are  boarded  with  relatives  or  in 
Other  families  at  from  $2  to  $3  a  week.  When  visited  by  Mrs. 
Fisher,  October  11,  4  persons  were  supported,  2  men  and  2 
women,  none  of  them  insane. 


WlLBRAHAM.  Pop.,  1880,  1,628.  Val,  1884,  $702,693.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,391;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $283;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $363;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $700. 

No  almshouse  and  no  insane  poor  in  the  town.  The  paupers 
are  boarded  with  their  relatives,  or  elsewhere,  and  three  were  fully 
supported  when  visited  by  Mis.  Fisher,  September  13,  at  about 
$2.50  a  week  each. 
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HAMPSHIRE    COUNTY.     Pop.,  1880,    47,232.      Val.,    1884,   $26,562,650. 
Net  cost  of pauperism ,  $34,9S6. 


Amherst.  Pop.,  1880,  4,298.  Val,  1884,  $2,782,253.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,529;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,403;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$604  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $520. 

This  town  has  a  new  almshouse,  built  in  1882,  at  a  cost  of 
$6,500,  in  South  Amherst,  on  a  farm  of  150  acres.  The  old  alms- 
house was  burned  by  one  of  the  inmates.  When  visited  by  Dr. 
Hitchcock,  August  26,  it  contained  7  inmates, —  2  men,  5  women, 
—  2  of  whom,  N.  S.,  81,  and  E.  K.,  74,  have  been  at  lunatic  hos- 
pitals, and  may  be  called  insane,  but  are  quiet  and  harmless.  The 
sexes  are  well  separated ;  the  rooms  occupied  were  chiefly  on  the 
south  and  west  sides ;  the  bedding  was  clean  and  well  aired, 
the  food  good,  and  the  management  in  general  satisfactory.  Su- 
perintendent, George  N.  Howard,  here  7  years,  salary  $400. 
There  are  no  insane  in  town  publicly  supported,  but  5  patients  at 
the  Northampton  hospital, —  3  of  American  parentage,  2  white 
and  one  colored,  and  2  of  Irish  parentage. 

Belchertown.  Pop.,  1880,  2,346.  Val,  1884,  $928,075.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $1,445;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,054;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1877,  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  is 
a  two-story  wooden  building  on  the  Granby  road,  1^-  miles  from 
the  village.  The  inmates'  rooms  are  clean  and  well  ventilated,  but 
the  sanitary  conditions  are  not  very  good,  the  method  of  drainage, 
etc.,  being  fauUy.  The  farm,  of  75  acres,  is  but  little  cultivated. 
The  superintendent,  George  D.  Rhodes,  salary  $350,  is  at  vari- 
ance with  the  Overseers.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  August 
19,  there  were  13  inmates, —  2  men,  10  women,  one  girl, —  of  these, 
3  were  insane;  all  women;  C.  McC,  51,  formerly  at  Northamp- 
ton, is  in  good  health,  but  excitable ;  C.  S.,  61,  also  from  North- 
ampton, is  well  and  industrious;  and  S.  E.  T.,  45,  is  epileptic, 
demented,  and  at  times  confined  in  the  almshouse  lock-up.  These, 
with  the  other  inmates,  who  are  mostly  very  old  people  long  resi- 
dent here,  seemed  well  fed  and  were  well  clothed.  The  child, 
H.  C,  2,  who  is  illegitimate,  is  here  with  her  mother  and  grand- 
mother. 
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Chesterfield.  Pop.,  1880,  769.  Vol.,  1884,  $289,970.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, #1,448;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  #1,020;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $450. 

No  almshouse  ;  the  paupers,  of  whom  there  were  8, —  4  men  and 
4  women, —  when  this  town  was  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  Septem- 
ber 10,  being  boarded  in  private  families.  One,  J.  P.,  70,  is  harm- 
lessly insane,  and  2, —  a  man  and  a  woman, —  are  idiotic.  All 
seemed  contented  and  well  cared  for. 

Cummington.  Pop.  1880,  881.  Val.,  1884,  $327,427.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $620 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $339 ;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $285. 

No  almshouse,  and  but  4  paupers  fully  supported,  when  visited 
by  B.  A.  Andrews,  September  18.  Of  these,  one, —  a  man,  L.  T., 
—  is  harmlessly  insane.  A  number  of  old  people  and  a  family  of 
3  children  were  partially  supported.  There  is  an  insane  man  sup- 
ported in  town  by  bis  own  income. 

Easthampton.  Pop.,  1880,  4,206.  Val.,  1884,  $2,541,927.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $3,956 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,469  ;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $367;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,100. 

No  almshouse,  but  owing  to  the  increase  of  pauperism,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  establish  one.  The  poor  fully  supported  August  23, 
when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  were  in  different  families  at  about  $3 
a  week  for  each  of  the  9  persons.  —  4  men,  5  women.  None  are 
insane  or  idiotic,  and  most  are  old  persons.  S.  W.  has  had  a  par- 
alytic shock  and  her  mind  is  affected ;  her  cost  has  at  times  been 
$12  a  week,  but  is  now  less.  The  overseers  divide  their  work, 
assigning  to  each  member  some  full  support  cases  to  look  after, 
leaving  the  partial  support  to  the  chairman. 

Enfield.  Pop.,  1880,  1,043.  Val.,  1884,  $587,110.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$908;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $315;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$54  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $600. 

This  town  in  1881  owned  and  managed  an  almshouse,  but  now 
boards  the  poor  in  different  places.  The  town  farm  was  large,  but 
very  poor  land  ;  there  were  few  inmates  who  could  do  little  work. 
The  place  has  been  rented  for  $60  a  year,  which  is  not  assigned  to 
the  poor  department.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  August  19, 
one  man,  3  women,  were  fully  supported,  — one  woman,  L.  J.  W., 
70,  being  insane,  but  easily  managed  by  H.  R.  Squires,  to  whose 
family  she  has  become  attached.     She  has  not  been  at  any  hospi- 
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tal  and  is  not  dangerous,  but  has  the  habit  of  burning  up  small 
articles.  Another  old  woman  lives  with  her  daughter,  and  an  aged 
couple  are  supported  in  a  house  belonging  to  their  son,  at  $3  a 
week,  for  both.  The  other  2  paupers  cost  the  town  $3  a  week 
each  less  than  the  former  rate  at  the  almshouse. 

Goshen.  Pop.,  1880,  327.  Vol.,  1884,  $138,390.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$  16 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $16. 

No  insane,  no  poor  fully  supported,  and  no  need  of  an  alms- 
house.    (Visited  September  9,  by  B.  A.  Andrews.) 

Granby.  Pop.,  1880,  753.  Vol.,  1884,  $425,564.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$642;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $107;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$372;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $170. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  b\7  Mrs.  Fisher,  September  11, 
only  one  old  woman  fully  supported.  She  is  feeble-minded  and 
boards  with  Lorin  Bartlettat  $100  a  year;  says  she  could  not  be 
contented  anywhere  else,  and  seems  well  cared  for. 

Greenwich.  Pop.,  1880,  633.  Fa?.,  1884,  $292,616.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,825;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $764;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  almshouse  stands  about  a  mile  from  Smith's  Station  on  the 
Athol  Railroad,  a  wooden  house  of  1%  stories  with  an  ell,  all  in 
good  repair,  but  the  arrangement  of  the  inmates'  rooms,  —  7  in  all, 
—  not  very  good.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October  27, 
there  were  but  4  inmates,  2  men  and  2  women,  and  no  inconven- 
ience arose  with  so  small  a  number.  One  woman,  A.  G-.,  82,  is 
insane,  but  quiet  and  never  secluded.  One  of  the  men  is  weak- 
minded.  The  management  is  good ;  the  inmates  well-fed  and 
well-clothed  and  the  sanitary  conditions  satisfactory,  except  that 
there  are  no  adequate  means  of  bathing.  The  farm  contains  100 
acres ;  the  superintendent,  F.  A.  Thrasher,  here  since  April,  sal- 
ary $300,  is  young  and  enterprising. 

Hadley.     Pop.,  1880,  1,938.     Vah,  1884,  $1,133,656.     Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,184 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,128  ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $550. 


The  Hadley  almshouse,  visited  August  16,  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  is 
on  the  road  to  North  Amherst,  about  a  mile  beyond  Hadley  vil- 
lage and  near  the  Connecticut  River ;  a  wooden  house  two  stories 
high,  with  a  story-and-a-half  ell.     The  latter  was  bought  with  the 
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farm  in  1876  ;  the  main  hou.se  was  built  then,  but  is  not  verj^  well 
planned,  having  no  provision  for  separating  the  sexes  ;  the  cham- 
bers all  open  on  one  passage  and  are  used  either  for  men  or  women, 
who  have  separate  rooms.  The  house  has  room  for  9  inmates,  was 
in  good  condition  and  contained  7  inmates,  two  boys  and  3  men  ; 
one,  a  colored  man  and  blind,  is  also  insane,  but  harmless.  He  is 
a  fiddler  and  his  services  are  often  required  at  merry-makings  in 
the  village,  which  he  attends  without  escort.  The  boys,  of  3  and 
4  years,  are  well  enough  here  for  the  present,  —  one  is  deformed 
and  both  illegitimate.     William  Perkins,  the  superintendent,  here 

2  years,  salary  $400,  manages  well.  The  farm  is  small  (25  acres) 
and  well  tilled.     Water  supply  good  ;  drainage  could  be  improved. 

Hatfield.  Pop.,  1880,  1,495.  Vol.,  1884,  $930,340.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,091;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $343;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $311 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $450. 

When  visited  b}^  Dr.  Prentiss,  August  27,  Hatfield  supported 

3  persons  in  private  families, —  2  men  and  a  colored  girl,  none 
insane, —  at  less  than  $3  a  week  each.  L.  W.,  4,  the  colored  child, 
lives  with  relatives  at  $150  a  year ;  her  color  is  an  obstacle  to 
placing  her  out.  One  of  the  men  is  feeble-minded  and  has  an 
insane  brother  in  the  hospital.  An  insane  man,  C.  N.,  70,  be- 
longing to  Hatfield,  and  formerly  at  Worcester,  boards  at  $3  a 
week  in  a  family  in  West  Whately  at  his  own  expense,  and  one 
man  is  at  the  Hartford  Retreat. 

Huntington.  Pop.,  18S0,  i;236.  Vol.,  1884,  $477, «75.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,267;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $163;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $3G3  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $750. 

Huntington  has  no  almshouse,  and  the  poor  are  either  supported 
at  their  homes  or  boarded  in  families  selected  b}T  the  Overseers, 
who  say,  u  We  select  the  best  families  from  among  those  willing  to 
take  the  poor,  and  guarantee  that  the  paupers  are  well  cared  for." 
When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  September  10,  but  one  person,  a 
feeble-minded  woman,  was  fully  supported  in  town  at  $120  per 
annum.  Several  others  were  partially  supported.  None  were 
insane. 

Middlefifxd.  Pop  ,  1880,  G48.  Val.,  1884,  $273,110.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $G52;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $127;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$423 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $100. 

No  almshouse ;  and  when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  September 
9,  only  one  fully  supported  in  town.     The  Overseers  select  good 
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families  for  the  poor  whom  they  board  out,  and  the  few  who 
receive  support  in  this  town  are  well  cared  for.  All  the  insane  are 
in  hospitals. 

Northampton.  Pop.,  1880,  12,172.  Vol.,  1884,  $8,586,172.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $6,039;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,054;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $1,060;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $3,300. 

The  city  almshouse  has  been  much  improved  since  Northampton 
became  a  cit}T,  but  continues  to  be  managed  under  the  old  sj'stem, 
—  the  superintendent,  O.  J.  Damon,  being  allowed  to  occupy  the 
farm  and  buildings  and  receiving  $2.25  a  week  for  the  board  of 
each  inmate  whom  the  Overseers  send  to  him.  When  visited  by 
Dr.  Prentiss,  August  26,  there  were  12  inmates, —  7  men  and  5 
women, —  but  Northampton  paid  the  board  of  only  10, —  5  men  and 
5  women.  One  man  was  maintained  by  Williamsburg  and  another 
at  private  cost ;  all  seemed  to  be  well^lothed  and  well  fed.  Two 
of  the  women  are  insane,  E.  H.,  80  (formerly  at  Northampton  and 
Tewksbury  under  the  name  of  C.  H.),  and  L.  J.,  35,  recently 
admitted,  but  considered  incurable.  The  latter  is  noisy  and 
sometimes  violent, —  occupies  a  strong-room  on  the  second  floor, 
which  contains  no  furniture,  except  her  bed  and  bedding.  She 
only  uses  this  room  at  night, —  in  the  daytime  she  is  with  the 
other  inmates  and  usually  quiet,  as  she  was  found  by  the  Visitor. 
The  cit}'  has  expended  more  than  $2,000  in  enlarging  and  new 
furnishing  the  almshouse,  which  now  contains  room  for  23  inmates, 
allowing  2  beds  to  each  of  the  new  rooms.  Much  still  needs  to  be 
done  to  make  this  establishment  all  that  it  should  be.  When  vis- 
ited by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  December  16,  there  were  16  inmates,  one 
an  epileptic  girl  of  17. 

Pelha^i.  Pop.,  1880,  614.  Vol.,  1884,  $170,644.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$290;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $167;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  August  12, 
only  one  pauper, —  an  idiotic  woman, —  was  receiving  full  support. 
No  insane  in  town  or  at  hospitals. 

Plainfield.  Pop.,  1880,  457.  Vol.,  1884,  $143,310.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $420;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $46;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$182 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $167. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited,  September  8,  by  B.  A.  An- 
drews, there  were  only  2  persons,  a  man  and  a  woman,  both  over 
60,  boarded  in  town,  and  apparently  well  cared  for. 
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Pjkescott.  Pop.,  1880,  460.  Vol.,  1884,  #180,905.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$249;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $176;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $50. 

The  almshouse  stands  on  a  farm  of  a  hundred  acres  in  the 
north-west  corner  of  Prescott,  and  near  the  bounds  of  New  Salem 
and  Shutesbury.  It  is  an  old  wooden  house,  much  dilapidated, 
leak}',  cold  and  dingy.  The  town  is  willing  to  sell  it  for  less  than  it 
cost  ($1,800),  and  this  may  be  done  next  year.  When  visited  by 
Dr.  Prentiss,  August  12,  there  were  5  inmates, —  3  old  women,  and 
2  .young  children,  brother  and  sister,  belonging  to  a  woman  then 
in  Northampton  jail.  None  were  insane,  but  all  the  women  could 
be  called  feeble-minded.  They  are  well  fed  and  clothed ;  the 
water  supply  and  drainage  are  good  ;  the  cellar  is  damp,  and  so  is 
the  upper  part  of  the  house  whenever  it  rains  hard.  No  insane  in 
town  or  hospitals. 

South  Hadley,  Pop.,  1880,  3,538.  Val.t  1884,  $1,545,718.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,365 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,128;  of  support 
in  hospitals,  $284;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

No  almshouse.  When  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  September  11, 
there  were  6  paupers  fully  supported  by  the  town  in  families,  all 
old  men,  for  $3  to  $5  a  week.     None  are  insane. 

Southampton.  Pop.,  1880, 1,046.  Val,  1884,  $494,653.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $819;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $166;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $174;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $450. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  August  1,  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  had 
only  2  persons  fully  supported  in  town,  a  blind  woman,  boarding 
at  $3  a  week,  and  a  boy  of  8,  at  $2.50. 

Ware.  Pop.,  1880,  4,817.  Val.,  1884,  $2,830,578.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$2,875;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $851;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$1,070;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  town  almshouse  stands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town, 
near  the  bounds  of  Enfield  and  Hardwick,  a  large  wooden  building, 
of  which  the  main  portion  is  new  and  in  good  condition,  while  the 
older  parts  are  much  inferior.  There  is  a  separate  building  in  the 
back  yard,  called  the  tramp  house,  which  is  constantly  used  for  2 
insane  men.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  September  18,  it  con- 
tained 13  inmates,  —  6  men,  1  woman,  2  boys  and  4  girls.  The 
girls  and  one  boy  are  of  the  same  family,  —  E.  S.,  9,  A.  S.,  7, 
M.  S.,  5,  L.  S.,  3,  and  N.  S.,  1  ;  the  ether  boy,  E.  W.,  is  7  ;  all 
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but  the  two  3Toungest  were  at  school  when  visited,  and  not  seen. 
Five  of  the  men,  including  2  insane  men,  were  at  work  in  the 
field.  An  insane  woman,  S.  S.,  50,  is  constantly  secluded;  her 
room  is  large  and  comfortable  and  she  is  decently  clothed,  but 
when  seen  was  excited,  and  constantly  moving  about.  The  in- 
sane men  are  F.  M.,  25,  who  occupies  the  tramp  house,  T.  S.,  35, 
and  F.  J.  D.  ;  the  latter  who  is  now  imbecile,  was  working  with 
shackles  on  to  prevent  his  running  away,  which  he  frequently  tries 
to  do.  The  5  Shea  children  have  a  mother  living,  but  insane  and 
in  the  Northampton  hospital.  The  town  is  supporting  in  all  9  in- 
sane persons  in  hospital  and  almshouse,  for  one  of  whom  her 
friends  pa}\  Those  in  the  almshouse  seem  to  be  well  treated,  but 
their  condition  could  be  improved.  Superintendent,  H.  F.  Ran- 
dolph, here  3  years,  salary  $425.  The  sanitar}T  condition  of  the 
establishment  is  better  than  formerly,  but  not  perfect. 


Westhampton.  Pop.,  1880,  563.  Val.,  1884,  .$256,023.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $292;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $156;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $59  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $77. 

No  almshouse ;  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  August  25,  there 
were  3  paupers,  all  sane,  fully  supported,  and  an  insane  man  par- 
tial ly  supported.  This  is  W.  L.,  51,  discharged  from  Northamp- 
ton hospital  last  year  after  being  four  months  under  treatment. 
He  has  since  lived  with  Wm.  E.  Lyman  in  town,  on  the  under- 
standing that  if  his  labor  does  not  pay  his  board,  the  town  will 
make  up  the  deficiency.  Thus  far  it  has  only  been  required  to 
clothe  him.  He  is  not  very  troublesome,  works  willingly  and  well 
on  the  farm,  but  is  not  urged  to  do  so.  Of  the  three  fully  sup- 
ported, none  are  insane,  but  one  man  feeble-minded. 

Williamsburg.  Pop.,  1880,  2,234.  Val,  1884,  $897,485.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $1,555;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $528;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $517;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $500. 

This  town  has  no  almshouse ;  the  policy  of  the  Overseers  is  to 
support  the  poor  in  their  homes  or  among  friends,  when  pos- 
sible.    Of  the  5  paupers  thus  supported,  when  visited  by  B.   A. 

Andrews,  September  10,  one, ,  was  insane.     The  town  aids 

16  persons,  11  of  whom  are  children;  and  seems  to  treat  all  its 
poor  liberally. 


1885.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  —  No.  17.  141 

VISITATION    EEPORTS. MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 

Worthington.  Pop.,  1880,  758.  Val.,  1884,  #329,049.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,502;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $787;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $694;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $0. 

No  almshouse,  and  but  3  paupers  fully  supported,  when  visited 
by  B.  A.  Andrews,  September  9, —  2  old  people  of  70,  in  town, 
and  one  in  Pittsfield.  No  insane  in  town  ;  three  persons  are  sup- 
ported in  lunatic  hospitals. 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY.  Pop.,  1880,  317,830.  Vol.,  1884,  $288,196,455. 
Net  cost  of  pauperism,  $227,129. 

Acton.  Pop.,  1880,  1,797.  Veil.,  1884,  $1,264,216.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,007  ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $162 ;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $511 ; 
net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $330. 

The  almshouse  of  Acton  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  north-west  of 
the  village,  near  Nagog  Pond;  an  old  farmhouse  built  in  1788, 
but  in  good  repair,  and  with  a  good  farm  of  120  acres  ;  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Bemis,  here  one  }*ear ;  salary,  $250.  When  visited 
by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  May  16,  there  were  but  4  inmates, — 2  men,  2 
women  ;  the  men  over  75,  and  the  women  —  one  of  whom,  L.  II., 
59,  is  insane,  and  the  other,  S.  H.,  50,  is  weak-minded — are  also 
past  middle  age.  The  insane  woman  occupies  a  large  room  up- 
stairs, and  is  quiet.  The  house  is  well  managed,  and  the  sanitary 
conditions  good. 

Arlington.  Pop.,  1880,  4,100.  Vol.,  1884,  $4,868,898.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3,727;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,693;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $964;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $1,100. 

The  almshouse  stands  one  mile  from  the  Central  Station  on  the 
road  to  Woburn  Hill,  and  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  May  27, 
was  found  in  good  condition.  The  superintendent,  W.  Austin 
(here  6  years,  salary  $600),  being  also  highway  surveyor  and 
superintendent  of  the  water  works,  was  absent  on  that  business, 
but  soon  returned.  Six  inmates  were  found,  2  men,  2  women 
and  2  children,  M.  H.,  13,  and  J.  H.,  12  ;  the  latter  was  at 
school.  Their  mother  is  also  an  inmate.  There  is  one  insane 
woman,  M.  A.  N.,  46,  who  is  quiet  and  under  no  restraint.  The 
sanitary  conditions  are  good ;  the  farm  small  and  unproductive. 
The  garden  is  managed  by  a  neighboring  farmer,  the  superintend- 
ent being  employed  on  the  highway  ;  occasionally  highway  laborers 
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are  boarded  at  the  house.  The  superintendent's  family  are  main- 
tained at  the  almshouse  as  compensation  for  his  services  there,  his 
salary  being  charged  to  the  highwajT  account. 

Ashby.  Pop.,  1880,  914.  Yal.,  1884,  $471,035.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$546;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $121;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  §350. 

The  almshouse  is  1^-  miles  south-east  of  the  centre  of  the  town 
on  a  cross-road  to  West  Townsend.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen, 
June  16,  there  were  5  inmates, —  3  men,  2  women, —  none  insane. 
I.  B.  He}'wood,  superintendent,  here  2  years,  salary  $350.  All  the 
inmates  were  old  people,  excepting  a  weak-minded  hydrocephalic 
man.     The  house  is  in  good  condition  and  faiily  well  kept. 

Ashl.vxd.  Pop.,  1881,  2,394.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,404,717.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,366  ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $468  ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $0. 

The  almshouse,  said  to  be  over  one  hundred  years  old,  and  well 
preserved,  is  about  1|  miles  from  Ashland  station.  The  rooms,  as 
in  most  old  houses,  are  inconveniently  arranged,  close,  ill-venti- 
lated, and  have  a  musty  odor.  The  attic  has  four  furnished  rooms, 
and  a  large  unfurnished  space,  in  the  best  part  of  the  house. 
The  condition  of  the  sleeping-rooms  is  below  the  average.  The 
two  cells  in  the  rear,  on  the  first  floor,  are  particularly  unsatisfac- 
tory. One  is  used  as  a  place  of  punishment  for  refractory  inmates, 
the  other  is  permanently  occupied  by  an  insane  woman,  E.  A.,  50. 
The  bedsteads  are  of  wood,  with  straw  and  feather  beds,  the  bed- 
ding is  partly  old  and  not  very  clean ;  there  is  some  trouble  from 
vermin  ;  whitewashing  and  cleaning  are  done  once  a  year.  The 
water-supply  is  from  a  spring  through  lead  pipes  ;  there  is  a  well 
under  the  kitchen,  but  the  water  is  bad,  and  not  used  for  house- 
hold purposes.  Bathing  facilities  are  meagre.  One  of  the  cells  is 
used  occasionally.  No  repairs  have  been  made  during  the  past 
year  ;  the  sanitary  condition  is  unsatisfactoiy.  The  superintend- 
ent, H.  A.  Dearth,  here  since  March  1,  1882,  salary  $475,  culti- 
vates the  farm  of  115  acres,  and  sells  milk,  giving  an  income  from 
the  farm  of  81,500  last  year.  The  farm  is  well  kept  and  shows 
evidence  of  faithful  service ;  in  addition,  last  year,  the  superintend- 
ent performed  $80  worth  of  labor  upon  the  highways.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  S.  M.  Crawford,  September  19,  there  were  11  in- 
mates, who  all  appeared  contented  and  well  clothed ;  their  food 
was  good  ;  they  have  fresh  meat  or  fish  of  some  kind  twice  a  day. 
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There  were  6  men  and  5  women,  and  one  of  each  sex  is  insane  ; 
the  insane  woman,  above  mentioned,  is  constantly  secluded  in  her 
cell,  which  is  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition.  She  was  formerly 
at  the  Worcester  hospital,  but  has  been  in  the  almshouse  many 
years,  and  is  often  noisy  and  violent. 


Ayer.  Pop.,  1880,  1,881.  Vol.,  1884,  .$1,131,737.  Net  cost  of  pauper  ism, 
$1,597;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $855;  of  support  iu  hospitals, 
$350 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

This  town  has  built  a  new  almshouse,  in  1884,  on  a  farm  of  57 
acres,  half  a  mile  north  of  the  village,  on  the  road  to  Groton,  for  a 
cost  of  $5,000, —  a  large,  well-arranged,  wooden  building,  with  an 
ell,  containing  8  sleeping-rooms  in  the  second  story  and  one  for 
tramps  down  stairs.  In  the  main  house  are  also  three  rooms  which 
may  be  occupied  by  inmates.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
November  13,  there  were  5  inmates,  one  man,  3  women  and  the 
infant  son  of  one  of  the  women.  The  man,  G.  H.  N.,  33,  is  in- 
sane, and  was  discharged  from  the  Worcester  hospital,  Sept.  18, 
1883.  He  does  some  work  and  is  not  restrained.  Superintend- 
ent, Mr.  Rounds,  salary  $325. 

Bedford.  Pop.,  1880,  931.  Veil.,  1834,  $742,662.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,455;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,210;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  outdoor  relief,  $250. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  more  than  100  \-ears  ago,  but  first 
occupied  bjT  the  town  in  1853,  is  on  a  road  to  Burlington,  more 
than  a  mile  north-east  of  Bedford  village.  It  was  formerly  one  of 
the  worst  in  Middlesex  County,  but  was  repaired  and  enlarged  2 
years  ago,  and  is  now  in  good  average  condition,  and  with  fewer 
inmates  than  for  several  years  pa*t.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  San- 
born, May  19,  it  contained  7  inmates,  5  men  and  2  women,  one  of 
the  men,  A.  B.  L.,  77,  being  insane  ;  one  woman,  A.  B.,  23,  also 
insane,  the  other  idiotic,  and  one  man  a  deaf  mute.  When  visited 
by  Dr.  Crawford,  November  22,  the  insane  man  had  died  and  there 
were  but  6  inmates.  The  insane  woman  is  active  and  does  much 
housework.  She  is  not  restrained  and  takes  some  care  of  the 
idiotic  woman.  The  superintendent,  H.  C.  Scarlett,  here  2  years, 
salaiy  $500,  is  a  good  farmer,  and  has  doms  much  to  improve 
the  farm  of  175  acres  ;  the  condition  of  the  house  is  also  much  im- 
proved, but  not  yet  perfect. 
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Belmont.  Pop.,  1880,  1,615.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,862,707.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,279  ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $275  ;  of  support  iu  hospi- 
tals, $183;  not  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $850. 

No  almshouse ;  all  the  paupers  supported  in  town  are  boarded 
in  private  families  selected  by  the  Overseers.  The  burden  of. 
pauperism  is  light,  there  being  only  one  person  supported  in  town 
when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October  15.  This  was  a  woman, 
B.  C,  71,  boarding  in  a  family  for  $2.50  per  week,  in  congenial 
company  and  well  cared  for.     No  insane,  except  at  hospitals. 

Billerica.  Pop.,  1880,  2,000.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,589,116.  Net  cost  of  part- 
perism,  $2,462 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,863;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $500. 

The  almshouse  is  nearly  a  mile  from  North  Billerica,  on  the  road 
to  Lowell.  It  is  a  wooden  farm-house,  built  over  100  years  ago, 
with  a  later  addition  of  one  story,  occupied  by  the  old  men.  The 
house  is  comfortable  in  most  respects,  though  not  so  well  lighted 
or  ventilated  as  a  modern  house  would  be,  and  is  well  kept  by 
A.  O.  Dane,  here  for  6  years  (salary  $600).  When  visited  by 
Dr.  Allen,  June  10,  there  were  14  inmates,  mostly  old  people,  but 
including  a  girl  of  14.  Three  men  are  insane,  — E.  E.,  81,  H.  R., 
50,  and  D.  C,  40,  — all  at  Worcester  formerly  ;  all  quiet  and  not 
restrained.  Five  other  men  and  4  women  were  seen,  several  of 
them  weak-minded.     The  sanitary  conditions  are  good. 

Boxborough.  Pop.,  1880,  319.  Val.,  1884,  $253,742.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $451  ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $180;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $255  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $25. 

No  almshouse  and  very  few  paupers ;  when  visited  by  F.  B. 
Sanborn,  October  11,  only  one  being  fully  supported,  a  feeble- 
minded woman  of  54,  who  boards  in  town  at  $3  a  week. 

Burlington.  Pop.,  1880,  711.  Val,  1884,  $484,942.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, 1,044;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $753;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

The  almshouse  is  three-fourths  of  a  mile  south-west  of  the  vil- 
lage, 4  miles  from  Bedford.  It  is  new  and  fairly  built ;  when  vis- 
ited by  F.  B.  Sanborn  was  clean  and  orderly,  the  cellar  clean  and 
dr}T,  the  drainage  good,  but  the  well-water  not  very  good.  The 
farm  of  40  acres  is  poor.  Superintendent,  J.  A.  Fuller  (formerly 
almshouse  keeper  at  Holden  and  elsewhere,  salary  $300),  takes 
care  of  the  town  roads,  and  his  hired  men  board  at  the  almshouse. 
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Four  inmates  were  found,  —  one  blind  man  being  away  on  a  visit ; 
2  were  children,  boys  (M.  W.  R.,  11,  and  T.  R.,  8)  here  with 
their  mother,  who  is  weak-minded.  There  are  no  insane.  Vis- 
ited, July  16. 

Cambridge.  Pop.,  1880,  53,669.  Val.,  1884,  $53,548,692.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $21,762;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $14,378;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $7,512:  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $7,000. 

The  city  almshouse,  built  in  1852,  is  a  large  stone  building, 
standing  near  the  Arlington  line,  about  a  mile  west  of  Cambridge 
station,  on  the  Fitchburg  Railroad.  Its  original  cost  was  $32,000, 
but  it  probably  now  represents  an  outlay  of  $50,000.  When  first 
visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  twenty  years  ago,  March  10,  18G4,  it 
contained  nearly  80  inmates,  few  or  none  of  whom  were  insane ; 
but  there  were  then  30  pupils  in  the  truant  school,  some  paupers 
and  some  under  sentence.  The  population  of  Cambridge,  in  1864, 
was  about  28,000,  or  half  the  present  number.  When  visited  by 
Dr.  Prentiss,  May  23,  1884,  the  number  of  inmates  was  125,  in- 
cluding the  paupers,  young  and  old,  sane  and  insane,  one  or  two 
adults  sentenced  to  the  workhouse,  and  truants  at  the  school.  The 
insane  were  20,  of  whom  8  were  men  and  12  women;  and  15  of 
these  were  here  at  the  last  previous  visitation,  June  22,  1883. 
When  again  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  Dec.  17,  1884,  the  number  of 
inmates  was  125,  of  the  insane  27,  several  removals  from  the  hos- 
pitals to  the  almshouse  having  taken  place  in  November,  and  one 
of  these  patients,  J.  D.,  25,  having  been  sent  back  to  the  hospital 
as  an  unsuitable  person  for  almshouse  treatment.  He  left  the  hos- 
pital November  2,  and  was  re-committed  November  11.  Most  of 
the  insane  inmates,  at  Cambridge,  occupy  rooms  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  house  ;  others  are  distributed  about  the  building  ac- 
cording to  convenience.  The  sexes  are  well  separated,  but  there 
are  few  single  rooms,  the  house  having  been  built  upon  the  dormi- 
tory plan.  The  truant  school  occupies  one  wing  ;  and  the  number 
of  persons  under  sentence,  Dec.  17,  1884,  was  15  ;  the  number  of 
children  in  the  almshouse,  was  31,  including  truants  and  an  idiotic 
girl  of  15.  The  number  of  children  has  not  increased,  therefore, 
in  twenty  years. 

The  farm  is  small,  the  principal  industry  being  to  work  the  quarry 
near  by  ;  the  sanitary  conditions  are  good  and  the  general  manage- 
ment satisfactory.  Superintendent,  W.  E.  Hough,  here  8  years  ; 
salary,  $1,000.  He  has  several  times  recommended  a  separate 
building  for  the  insane  on  the  city  farm. 
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Carlisle.  Pop.,  1880,  478.  Val.,  1884.  $401,605.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$813;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $624;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $112; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $75. 

The  almshouse  is  a  new  wooden  building,  4£  miles  from  the  Bed- 
ford station,  on  the  B.  &  L.  Railroad,  and  1£  miles  from  Carlisle 
meeting-house,  on  the  road  to  Billerica.  The  water  supply  and 
drainage  are  good.  The  farm,  of  160  acres,  is  productive  ;  the 
superintendent  is  G.  W.  Wilkins,  here  off  and  on  for  twenty  years  ; 
salary,  $350.  When  visited,  May  31,  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  8  inmates 
were  found  ;  3  men,  4  women,  1  boy, —  C.  S.,  6,  illegitimate,  and 
here  with  his  mother  and  grandmother.  None  were  insane, 
but  nearly  all  feeble-minded.  A  lodging  room  for  tramps,  who 
are  very  numerous  here,  is  in  the  woodshed.  The  management  is 
fairly  good,  and  the  house  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  one 
which  was  torn  down  in  1881. 


Chelmsford.  Pop.,  1880,  2,553.  Val.,  1884,  $1,495,255.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,287;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $877;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $899;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


The  almshouse  is  one-half  mile  from  the  station,  on  the  old  turn- 
pike road  to  Billerica, —  formerly  a  tavern,  but  occupied  by  the 
town  for  ten  or  twelve  years  ;  a  large,  old  fashioned,  wooden  house, 
with  fourteen  rooms, —  and,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  10, 
with  7  inmates,  2  men,  4  women  and  a  child.  The  superintendent 
is  N.  C.  Bean,  here  four  years  ;  salary,  $350.  One  of  the  women, 
S.  E.  M.,  60,  is  insane,  formerly  at  Worcester,  now  quiet  and 
harmless.  Another  woman,  M.  C,  34,  is  weak-minded,  and 
the  mother  of  the  child  (a  girl  of  two  years)  born  at  the  alms- 
house. The  sexes  here  are  not  well  separated,  and  the  discipline 
is  lax  ;   the  sanitary  conditions  and  general  management  average. 

Concord.  Pop.,  1884,  3,500.*  Val.,  1884,  $3,100,569.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,406;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,357;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$458 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $500. 

The  town  almshouse  built  in  1827,  but  much  improved  in  recent 
3'ears,  stands  on  a  farm  of  50  acres  just  south  of  the  village  on  the 
Lincoln  road.  When  visited,  May  16  and  December  23,  by  F.  B. 
Sanborn,  there  were  6  inmates,  3  men  and  3  women,  all  over  50,  3 
of  them  over  80.  None  are  called  insane  ;  one  man  and  one  woman 
are  feeble-minded.     Two  women,  sisters*  and  another  woman  are 

*  Besides  the  State  Prison  convicts. 
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supported  in  the  hospitals.  The  superintendent  is  Mr.  Maker, 
here  since  April  1  ;  salary,  $350.  The  rooms  are  large,  several  of 
them  unoccupied  ;  the  sanitary  conditions  good.  The  management 
has  changed  frequently  of  late  years ;  at  present  it  is  good. 

Dracut.  Pop.,  1880,  1,595.  Val.,  1884,  $1,198,519.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,160;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $781;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$174;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

The  almshouse  is  about  a  mile  from  Lowell,  and  half  a  mile 
from  the  centre  of  Dracut,  on  a  farm  of  100  acres.  The  main 
house  is  over  100  years  old,  but  a  two-story  ell  was  built  some 
50  years  ago,  the  chambers  in  which  are  too  small  for  sleeping- 
rooms.  The  sanitary  condition  is  fairly  good.  When  visited  by 
Dr.  Allen,  June  9,  there  were  5  inmates,  —  3  men,  2  women,  all 
above  55  ;  one  woman,  H.  L.  P.,  58,  is  insane  ;  she  was  formerly 
at  Worcester  ;  now  quiet  and  demented.  The  sanitary  conditions 
and  management  were  average. 

Dunstable.  Pop.,  1880,  453.  Val.,  1884,  $298,446.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $561;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $104;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $392;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $60. 

This  town  has  no  almshouse  and  but  one  pauper  fully  supported, 
when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  Sept.  25,  —  a  woman,  boarded  in  Ver- 
mont for  $2  a  week.  There  are  2  insane  persons  in  hospitals,  but 
none  in  town. 

Everett.  Pop.,  1880,  4,159.  Val.,  1884,  $4,950,150.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, 4,179;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,192;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $1,379;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,600. 

No  almshouse  ;  though  in  addition  to  the  aid  given  to  paupers  in 
their  own  homes,  a  large  house  has  been  hired  by  the  Overseers, 
and  several  families  are  supported  there.  There  are  no  insane  in 
town  and  only  one  pauper  in  a  private  family  at  $3  a  week. 
Out-door  relief  in  this  town  seems  to  be  excessive. 

Framingham.  Pop.,  1880,  6,235.  Val,  1884,  $5,738,130.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,655  ;  of  almshouse  support,  $744 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$531 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,200. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1842,  a  large  wooden  building, 
stands  on  a  farm  of  80  acres,  near  Basin  No.  3  of  the  Boston 
Water  Works,  and  about  2  miles  from  Framingham  Centre.  The 
farm  is  productive,  chiefly  from  milk,  and  several  of  the  inmates 
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work  on  it.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  July  16,  there  were 
9  inmates,  —  6  men  and  3  women ;  one  man,  J.  B.,  53,  is  insane, 
and  one  woman  idiotic.  The  insane  man  gives  no  trouble  and  is 
well  cared  for.  Superintendent,  Mr.  Austin,  here  since  April ; 
salary,  $450  ;  a  good  manager  and  likely  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  house,  which  is  inconvenient  and  needing  some  repairs, 
although  abounding  in  room. 

Gkoton.  Pop.,  1880,  1,862.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,689,480.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,167;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $826;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$180;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $160. 

The  almshouse  is  mostly  new,  and  has  a  new  hospital  wing  for 
the  sick  ;  it  is  1^-  miles  west  of  the  station  toward  West  Groton, 
with  a  large  farm,  —  over  200  acres  of  good  land,  well  cultivated, 
the  whole  valued  at  $10,000,  or  $1,200  for  each  inmate.  L.  A. 
Smith  has  been  superintendent  6  years  ;  salary,  $450,  —  a  good 
manager.  There  were  7  inmates  Sept.  12,  when  visited  by  Dr. 
Allen, — 4  men,  3  women.  Two  men  and  one  woman  are  insane, — 
Gr.  K.,  70,  F.  P.,  29,  and  E.  S.  64.  The  latter  is  quiet  and  harm- 
less ;  F.  P.  is  constantly  secluded,  very  filthy  and  much  worse  than 
formerly.  A  large  part  of  this  almshouse  is  unoccupied,  the  water 
supply  and  drainage  are  good  and  the  place  well  managed. 

Hollistox.  Pop.,  1880,3,098;  Vol.,  1884,  $1,732,317.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,819;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,370;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $789;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $800. 

The  almshouse  was  built  before  Ashland  was  set  off  and  is  now 
within  that  town,  so  that  Holliston  pays  Ashland  about  $100  a 
year  in  taxes  on  the  almshouse  property.  The  house,  built  in 
1839,  is  of  two  stories,  with  a  one-story  ell,  the  whole  built  of 
wood,  well-furnished,  with  comfortable  rooms,  half  of  them  single 
and  half  double.  The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good ;  the 
sanitary  conditions  generally  what  they  should  be.  The  farm  of 
100  acres  produces  milk,  etc.,  sufficient  to  pay  half  the  cost  of  the 
almshouse.  Superintendent,  D.  A.  Handy  ;  here  12  years,  salary, 
$450,  —  a  good  manager.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  Novem- 
ber 24,  there  were  9  inmates,  but  only  8,  5  men  and  3  women,  were 
paupers.  The  other,  F.  P.,  68,  is  insane,  but  not  troublesome,  and 
paj's  his  board  here.  Two  other  insane  men,  J.  B.  F.,  78,  and 
A.  F.  30,  live  in  summer  in  a  detached  building  near  the  barn,  but 
will  have  a  room  in  the  attic  this  winter.  An  insane  woman,  L.  S., 
78,  was  found  washing  clothes.  All  are  well  cared  for,  well 
clothed  and  well-fed. 
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Hopkinton.  Pop.,  1880,  4,601.  Val.,  1884,  $2,207,738.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $5,309;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,595;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $849;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,900. 

The  almshouse  is  a  mile  east  of  the  Southville  station,  4  miles 
north  from  Hopkinton  centre.  It  is  an  old  house, —  the  newest  part, 
the  main  building  of  brick,  being  more  than  forty  years  old  ;  the 
ell,  of  wood,  belonged  to  the  farmhouse  that  stood  on  the  site 
of  this,  and  is  now  very  much  out  of  repair.  The  whole  estab- 
lishment needs  improvement.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss, 
November  24,  there  were  23  inmates,  —  11  men,  5  women,  4  boys 
and  3  girls  ;  a  large  number  for  a  town  of  this  population.  One 
man,  B.  F.,  68,  and  2  women,  J.  S.,  76,  and  M.  S.,  61,  are  in- 
sane, and  one  of  the  insane  women  is  blind.  Two  of  the  other  in- 
mates are  epileptic  and  2  are  feeble-minded  ;  and  of  the  7  children, 
2  or  3  are  not  very  bright.  The  oldest  is  a  boy  of  12,  the  youngest 
a  girl  of  4  months,  daughter  of  an  epileptic  woman  now  here.  The 
insane  are  well  cared  for,  considering  the  condition  of  the  building  ; 
the  food  of  the  inmates  is  sufficient,  the  furniture  and  bedding 
needs  renewing ;  the  sanitary  conditions  are  reasonably  good. 
The  superintendent  is  I.  D.  Packard,  here  9  years,  salary  $450, 
There  is  a  farm  of  100  acres  from  which  $600  worth  of  milk  is 
sold. 

Hudson.  Pop.,  1880,  3,739.  Val.,  1884,  $2,028,778.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $3,304;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,108;  of  support  iu  hospitals, 
$0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  almshouse,  originally  built  for  Marlborough,  a  large,  old, 
wooden  structure  much  out  of  repair  and  scantily  furnished,  stands 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Hudson,  on  a  road  from  Rock  Bottom  to 
Sudbury.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  July  16,  there  were 
10  inmates, —  2  men,  4  women  and  4  children, —  D.  K.,  8,  T.  K.,  5 
(boys),  M.  K.,  9,  and  M.  K.,  3  (girls),  here  with  their  mother, 
M.  K.,  37,  who  is  insane  at  times.  The  house  is  out  of  repair,  and 
the  inmates'  rooms  untidy.  Superintendent,  R.  D.  Newcomb,  here 
two  years,  salary  $475.  The  drainage  is  good,  and  the  water  sup- 
ply abundant,  but  of  poor  quality.  The  whole  condition  and  man- 
agement of  the  almshouse  is  unsatisfactory. 

Lexington.  Pop.,  1880,  2,460.  Val.,  1884,  $2,581,867.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,010;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,582;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $176;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

The  almshouse  stands  a  mile  northwest  of  the  village,  on  a  by- 
road  to   Burlington, —  an  old,  wooden  farmhouse  in  good  repair 


150         HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.      [Jan. 

INSANITY    IN    MASSACHUSETTS. 

and  well  managed  b}r  the  superintendent,  Mr.  White,  salary  $500, 
here  since  April  1.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  May  19,  there 
were  10  inmates, —  4  men,  1  woman,  4  boys  and  1  girl.  The  girl 
and  3  of  the  boys  are  of  the  same  family,  and  the  other  boy  is  their 
half-brother.  The  woman,  J.  H.,  54,  is  insane,  but  quiet  and 
allowed  much  liberty.  Three  of  the  children  were  at  school.  One 
man  is  weak-minded,  another  paralyzed  and  entirely  helpless.  The 
sanitary  conditions  are  good. 


Lincoln.  Pop.,  1880,907.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,105,877.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $800;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $356;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $375;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $75. 

No  almshouse,  all  the  poor  and  tramps  being  supported  by  con- 
tract with  Daniel  H.  Sherman  at  $700  a  year ;  he  has  done  this 
for  the  past  nine  years,  giving  general  satisfaction.  When  visited 
by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  May  26,  there  was  but  one  pauper,  supported 
at  his  house  in  South  Lincoln,  2  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town. 
Two  insane  paupers  are  supported  in  the  Worcester  hospital,  also, 
under  this  contract. 

Littleton.  Pop.,  1880,  994.  Vol.,  1884,  $773,805;  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$425;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $43;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $152; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $230. 

The  almshouse  stands  on  the  Groton  road,  nearly  a  mile  from 
the  village  of  Littleton  ;  it  is  in  good  repair  and  both  the  house, 
and  the  farm  of  120  acres,  are  well  managed  by  the  superintend- 
ent, J.  H.  Bradley,  here  five  and  a  half  years,  salary  $300.  The 
water  supply  is  good,  and  the  drainage  satisfactory.  When  visited 
by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  October  11,  there  was  but  one  inmate,  L.  G., 
38,  an  insane  woman,  who  is  entirely  demented,  spending  her  time 
in  her  room,  which  has  barred  windows,  and  a.door  locked  at  night. 
It  is  scantily  furnished,  but  clean  ;  she  is  comfortably  clothed  and 
well  cared  for ;  has  been  here  since  1875,  when  she  was  discharged 
from  the  Worcester  hospital.  There  have  been  no  other  inmates 
for  two  years  past.  The  farm  is  large  and  productive,  chiefly  from 
the  sale  of  milk. 

Lowell.  Pop.,  1880,  59,475.  Val.,  $51,170,095.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$42,492;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $17,730;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$9,950;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $12,000. 

The  city  almshouse  has  been  doubled  in  size  within  the  last  two 
years  ;    notwithstanding  which,  it  is  nearly  as  much  crowded  a3 
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ever.  It  stands  on  the  Chelmsford  road,  two  miles  south  of  the 
city,  and  has  been  visited  daring  the  year  by  Dr.  Hitchcock,  Dr. 
Allen,  F.  B.  Sanborn,  the  Charitable  Committee  of  the  Legislature 
and  other  persons  representing  the  State,  at  different  times  and 
repeatedly. 

Of  course,  the  number  of  inmates  has  varied  at  each  of  the  8  or 
10  visits  made  by  the  visitors  of  the  Board,  but  has  seldom  been 
less  in  the  whole  establishment  (including  almshouse,  workhouse, 
insane  asylum  and  reform  school)  than  368,  which  was  the  number 
found  July  21,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen  and  F.  B.  Sanborn 
together.  At  that  time  75  were  insane  persons  (23  men,  52 
women)  ;  79  were  schoolboys,  about  45  of  whom  were  sentenced 
to  the  city7  reformatory,  and  there  were  65  younger  children,  boys 
and  girls,  —  making  the  whole  number  of  children  in- the  establish- 
ment 143.  This  number  has  varied,  but  has  always  been  twice  as 
great  as  the  number  of  children  in  any  other  city  almshouse  in 
Massachusetts.  At  least  a  third  part  of  these  children  are  kept  in 
the  Lowell  almshouse  contrary  to  law,  and  all  of  them  are  crowded 
together  in  a  manner  not  found  in  any  State  establishment. 

The  insane  asylum  building,  for  which  the  city  authorities  last 
year  sought  to  obtain  the  privileges  of  a  hospital,  was  completed 
Oct.  1,  1883,  and  has  been  occupied  ever  since  with  a  large  number 
of  insane  persons,  many  of  whom  were  removed  from  the  State 
hospitals. 

From  Oct.  1,  1883,  to  Dec.  26,  1884,  117  different  persons  were 
admitted  to  this  asylum,  —  of  whom  76  remained  Dec.  26,  1884.  In 
all,  12  of  this  number  died  in  15  months,  —  the  average  age  at  death 
being  less  than  58  years.  On  the  21st  of  November,  when  visited 
by  Dr.  Allen,  there  appear  to  have  been  82  insane  persons,  not 
all  of  them  in  the  asylum  building,  of  whom  30  were  men,  and  52 
women,  besides  3  women  reported  insane  by  the  overseers,  who  do 
not  appear  on  Dr.  Allen's  list.  Concerning  the  management  and 
discipline  of  these  persons,  Dr.  Allen  makes  the  following  remarks  : 
"  The  deaths  from  Oct.  1,  1883,  to  Oct.  1,  1884,  were  7  (3  men  and 
4  women) ,  out  of  a  total  number  of  patients  during  that  time  of 
about  105,  and  an  average  number  of  75.  The  number  of  women 
present  (54)  is  nearly  double  that  of  the  men.  Three  insane 
women  have  to  be  confined  in  their  rooms  most  of  the  time,  and 
another  occasionally.  The  hands  of  a  few  patients  are  confined 
temporarily  (a  day  or  two  answers),  the  bod}r  being  left  free.  The 
matron  has  found  but  little  difficulty  in  governing  them.  In  but 
two  or  three  instances  have  the}'  struck  her,  and  seldom  abuse  one 


152  HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.       [Jan. 

INSANITY    IN    MASSACHUSETTS. 

another.  Sometimes  they  are  noisy  and  troublesome,  screaming 
and  shouting,  but  not  long  at  a  time.  There  have  been  no 
attempts  at  suicide  or  serious  abase.  Last  year  the  men  had  one- 
half  of  the  asylum  ;  there  were  only  about  20  of  them,  and  above 
50  women.  Objections  were  made  to  this  plan,  that  the  sexes 
were  too  near  together  and  that  the  men  were  too  far  from  their 
work.  It  was  not  thought  advisable  to  fill  up  the  men's  part  of 
the  asylum  with  other  male  paupers  and  workers  on  the  farm,  so 
a  change  was  made.  One  story  in  the  north  wing  of  the  new 
almshouse  building,  formerly  occupied  in  part  by  the  sick  and 
debilitated  women,  is  now  occupied  by  the  insane  men,  about  20 
in  all.  The  sick  and  sentenced  women  have  been  transferred  to 
the  Asylum,  filling  it  up,  almost.  This  change  is  considered  a 
great  improvement.  The  men  are  not  violently  insane,  scarcely 
one  is  troublesome  or  needs  much  looking  after ;  the}'  have  now 
more  freedom  and  do  more  work.  Several  have  improved  men- 
tally during  the  }rear,  and  have  better  health,  and  one  has  been 
discharged  as  cured.  Col.  Pinder,  the  superintendent,  sa}Ts  he 
can  now  care  for  all  the  inmates  better.  Everything  is  more  con- 
venient and  the  men  and  women  like  the  change." 

When  last  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  December  26,  there  were 
76  insane  inmates,  58  sentenced  persons  (adults),  41  sentenced 
boys,  and  100  other  children  ;  the  whole  number  being  420.  The 
insane  women  (51)  and  about  30  sentenced  women  then  occupied 
the  Asylum  building,  together  with  the  sick  pauper  women,  who 
were  in  a  hospital  room  formerly  occupied  by  the  insane  men.  This 
is  a  better  arrangement  for  the  almshouse,  but  destroj'S  the  useful- 
ness of  the  Asylum  as  a  separate  building  for  the  insane.  The 
mixture  of  so  many  sorts  here  has  always  been  objectionable. 

At  the  present  time  the  sane  and  insane  almshouse  inmates  are 
mingled  together  in  the  new  buildings  almost  as  much  as  they  were 
before  the  Asylum  was  opened ;  the  restraint  and  seclusion  of 
the  insane  women  are  greater  than  in  most  hospitals,  and  though 
the  almshouse  is  visited  (not  daily)  by  the  city  physician,  the  gen- 
eral care  of  the  insane  seems  not .  to  be  under  medical  direc- 
tion. The  superintendent,  Albert  Pinder,  here  two  years,  salary 
$1,500,  and  his  wife,  the  matron,  are  kindly  and  efficient  officers 
who  are  acquiring  experience  in  the  care  of  the  insane,  but 
who  need  constant  medical  advice,  especially  in  regard  to  cases  of 
recent  insanity,  which  are  too  often  received  and  even  retained 
here.     The  number  of  attendants  on  the  insane  is  too  small,  and 
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they  might  be  more  systematically  employed.  The  cost  of  their 
support  is  not  fully  determined,  but  will  exceed  $1.30  a  week, 
when  the  account  is  accurately  made  up.  At  present,  Decem- 
ber 2G,  there  are  charges  of  fraud,  etc.,  against  the  Overseers,  but 
not  against  the  superintendent,  undergoing  investigation. 

Malden.  Pop.,  1880,  12,017.  Vol.,  1884,  $11,868,187.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $9,750;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $4,218;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $1,753;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $5,000. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1870,  stands  near  the  Melrose  line  on 
Forest  St.  ;  it  includes  a  two-storied  main  building  with  spacious 
attic,  an  ell  nearly  as  large,  and  bej-oncl  it  a  smaller  building  of 
six  rooms,  formerly  the  pest-house.  North  of  the  ell  is  a  one- 
story  building  containing  the  wash-room,  lock-up  and  men's  bath- 
room ;  and  to  the  south  is  a  similar  building  used  as  a  day  room 
hy  men.  The  situation  is  high,  dry  and  wholesome,  with  a  pleas- 
ant grove  on  either  side.  The  rooms  for  the  poor  are  large  and 
high,  with  iron  bedsteads,  good  beds  and  bedding,  very  clean,  and 
heated  by  steam.  It  is. well  conducted  by  the  present  superin- 
tendent, G.  W.  Stiles,  who  receives  $450.  He  is  the  j^ounger 
brother  of  Granville  Stiles  of  the  Lynn  almshouse,  and  of  Charles 
Stiles,  superintendent  at  the  Hillsborough  almshouse  in  Wilton, 
N.  H.  ;  his  father,  also,  was  many  years  in  charge  of  the  Lynn 
almshouse.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  October  18,  the  in- 
mates numbered  23  (including  2  who  belong  to  Melrose  and  4 
partially  supported),  —  8  men,  6  women,  5  boys  and  4  girls.  One 
man  is  insane,  C.  B.,  55,  who  is  trusted  to  drive  the  team  and  can 
do  some  light  work.  The  9  children  are:  A.  D.,  10,  D.  M.,  .11, 
W.  M.,  5  (sisters),  J.  G.  M.,  14,  R.  N.,  15,  J.  N.,  12,  M.  N.,  7, 
Margaret  N.,  2  (sent  here  by  their  father  when  his  wife  was  com- 
mitted to  jail  on  a  charge  of  adultery  preferred  by  him,  he  paying 
$4  a  week  towards  their  support),  and  C.  K.,  9,  committed  as  a 
neglected  child,  his  father  being  mostly  in  the  house  of  correction. 
Six  of  these  children  attend  the  public  schools  regularly,  but  they 
should  not  all  remain  in  this  almshouse.  The  management  here 
is  excellent  and  the  sanitary  conditions  good.  The  farm  is  small ; 
six  acres. 

MARLBOROUGH.  Pop.,  1880,  10,127.  Veil.,  1884,  $4,190,075.  Net  cost  '  of 
pauperism,  $4,996;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,623;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $1,418;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,000. 

The  almshouse,  a  large  wooden  building,  enlarged  4  years  ago, 
is  on  the  Boston  road,  a  mile  east  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Sta- 
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tion,  on  a  farm  of  80  acres;  contains  17  sleeping-rooms  in  the 
main  house,  beside  those  in  the  ell  and  attics ;  rooms  and  beds 
seem  well  kept  and  clean,  but  there  is  no  sufficient  separation  of 
the  sexes.  The  house  is  imperfectly  heated  b}r  stoves  ;  the  cellar 
is  dry  and  ample,  but  the  other  sanitary  conditions  are  not  perfect. 
The  Superintendent,  J.  Hayes  (salary  $500) ,  has  had  long  experi- 
ence in  almshouses,  and  his  management  is  good.  When  visited 
by  Dr.  Prentiss,  October  29,  there  were  22  inmates,  14  men,  4 
women,  4  girls  ;  all  well  clothed  and  well  fed.  Three  men  are 
insane,  D.  F.,  45,  his  cousin,  E.  F.,  62,  and  W.  M.  S.,  62; 
none  of  these  had  been  in  hospitals ;  they  were  quiet  and  not  re- 
strained. Of  the  four  children,  J.  G-.,4,is  not  bright  (her  mother, 
a  Sherborn  convict,)  ;  A.  S.,  1,  an  illegitimate  child  born  here, 
and  M.  I.,  2,  here  with  her  mother.  The  insane  are  well  treated, 
and  the  whole  establishment  is  much  better  than  a  few  years  since. 

Maynard.  Pop.,  1880,  2,291.  VaL,  1884,  $1,834,223.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,769;  cost  of  fall  support  in  families,  $535;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $906;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

No  almshouse  ;  the  poor  are  aided  in  their  own  homes  or  boarded 
in  private  families.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  May  16,  the 
number  fully  supported  in  town  was  half  a  dozen,  none  of  whom 
were  reported  as  insane. 

Medford.  Pop.,  1880,  7,573.  VaL,  1884,  $8,182,852.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $6,216;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,221;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$1,856  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,200. 

The  almshouse,  which  was  burnt  in  1883,  has  been  rebuilt  on  the 
same  farm  of  30  acres,  a  mile  from  West  Medford,  on  the  road  to 
Winchester,  at  a  cost  of  less  than  $4,000, —  a  brick  house,  with 
ample  room  for  the  usual  inmates,  and  new  furnished,  so  far  as 
occupied.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  May  27,  there  were  6 
inmates,  5  men  and  1  woman,  the  latter,  B.  H.,  67,  insane  and 
infirm,  but  well  cared  for.  The  superintendent  is  Andrew  Govan, 
here  eight  years,  salary  $500.  His  management  is  good,  but  the 
weekly  cost  is  high  ;  last  year  $6  a  week,  at  least. 

Melrose.  Pop.,  1880,  4,560.  Vol.,  1884,  $4,469,938.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $5,132;  cost  of  fall  support  in  families,  $1,443;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $1,484;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,200. 

No  almshouse  ;  the  poor  are  boarded  in  good  families  and  well 
cared  for.     When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October  18,  there 
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were  5  boarding  in  town,  at  $3  a  week,  3  men,  2  women ;  2  men  in 
the  Maiden  almshouse,  and  1  woman  boarded  in  Saugus.  None 
were  insane. 


Natick.  Pop.,  1880,  8,479.  Vol.,  1884.,  $4,675,S75.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $9,024;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,499;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$1,648;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $5,000. 

The  almshouse  stands  on  South  Main  Street,  and  was  built  some 
fifteen  years  ago,  in  place  of  an  old  but  larger  house,  a  mile  or  so 
from  the  station.  When  visited,  June  19,  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Prentiss, 
there  were  6  inmates, —  3  men,  1  woman  and  2  children,  a  boy,  F. 
K.,  8,  and  a  girl,  S.  K.,  6,  whose  mother  is  in  Sherborn.  They 
are  bright  children,  and  attend  school.  A  man,  F.  W.  G-.,  19,  is 
insane  (epileptic),  and  in  his  worst  periods  is  confined  in  a  cage, 
partitioned  off  from  his  bed-room.  H.  F.,  41,  a  woman,  is  insane, 
at  times  excitable,  but  well  and  able  to  work.  J.  B.,  24,  a  former 
inmate  of  Worcester  hospital,  is  working  here  for  his  board,  and 
his  mental  condition  is  improving.  The  superintendent  is  Elmer 
Holmes,  salary  $550,  here  since  April,  1883.  Farm  produce  is 
sold  to  the  value  of  $1,600  or  $1,800  a  year.  The  management  is 
good.  There  is  an  abundance  of  good  water,  and  the  sanitary  con- 
ditions are  excellent. 


Newton.  Pop.,  1880,  16,995.  Val.,  1884,  $27,814,561.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism $14,275;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $4,501;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $2,141 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $7,500. 

The  city  almshouse  is  on  Beacon  Street,  two  miles  from  the 
West  Newton  station  ;  it  has  been  enlarged  since  1882,  at  a  cost 
of  $4,000  ;  steam  heating  being  introduced  also  for  $700.  The 
sleeping-rooms  for  paupers  are  30,  not  counting  a  large  attic  dor- 
mitory, unoccupied ;  and  50  paupers  could  live  here  comfortably. 
The  usual  number  is  30,  and  29  were  present,  June  17,  when  vis- 
ited by  Dr.  Prentiss, —  13  women,  12  men  and  4  boys.  Two 
women  are  insane,  A.  B.,  41,  brought  from  the  Worcester  hospital 
in  1882,  ordinarily  quiet,  and  M.  F.,  41,  completely  demented  and 
kept  in  her  room  usually,  with  a  doll  for  a  companion.  They  are 
well  fed  and  well  treated,  as  all  the  inmates  are,  having  beef  or 
fish  every  day  in  the  week  and  tea  with  milk  once  or  twice  a  day. 
The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  and  the  whole  place  well 
managed  by  the  superintendent,  N.  D.  Moody,  here  six  years,  sal- 
ary $600. 
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North  Heading.  Pop.,  1880,  900.  VaL,  1884,  $507,952.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $1,309  ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $571 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $750. 

The  almshouse,  a  2J-storied  wooden  building  with  an  ell,  stands 
|  of  a  mile  from  the  station  on  the  Salem  and  Lowell  Railroad. 
The  rooms  in  the  ell  are  used  by  the  inmates,  each  sex  having  a 
sitting-room  with  sleeping-rooms  off  from  it,  and  a  heavy  oaken 
door,  locked  at  night,  separating  them.  The  bedding  is  abundant, 
the  rooms  clean,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  good.  The  farm  is 
100  acres.  Cyras  Ayer,  superintendent,  here  2  years,  salary  $350, 
is  a  good  manager.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  Oct.  16, 
1884,  there  were  7  inmates,  2  men,  5  women, — one  of  the  latter, 
E.  A.  B.,  39,  is  insane,  but  not  troublesome,  and  3  weak-minded. 
All  were  well-clothed,  and  their  food  was  ample  and  of  good 
quality. 

Pepperell.  Pop.,  1880,  2,348.  VaL,  1884,  $1,510,490.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,463;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,311;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $78  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $50. 

The  almshouse  is  a  large  wooden  building,  a  mile  west  of  the 
village,  on  the  road  to  Townsend.  The  farm  of  70  acres  is  good 
land  ;  the  house,  built  in  1789,  contains  20  rooms,  and  those  on 
the  lower  floor  are  used  for  the  sick  and  the  aged.  The  super- 
intendent is  Milo  Robbins,  here  15  years,  salary  $375.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  September  12,  there  were  13  inmates,  4 
men,  7  women  and  2  children, — both  illegitimate  and  here  with 
their  mothers,  —  M.  F.  H.,  6  (colored),  and  V.  S.,  7.  Both  attend 
school.  Four  are  insane,  all  women,  F.  N.,  41,  formerly  at  Wor- 
cester, as  was  also  L.  O.,  61 ;  B.  W.,  60,  deaf  and  dumb,  rather 
troublesome,  and  P.  W.,  86.  The  inmates  are  mostly  very  old ; 
one,  J.  G.  F.,  71,  is  deaf  and  dumb  and  seriously  ill.  None  can 
do  much  work.  The  management  is  kindly,  but  the  house  is  in- 
convenient and  overcrowded  at  times. 


Reading.  Pop.,  1880,  3,181.  VaL,  1884,  $2,370,768.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,747;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $957;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$737;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  Reading  almshouse,  a  2^-story  wooden  building  with  ell,  in 
good  repair,  is  a  mile  from  the  village  on  the  road  to  North  Read- 
ing. When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October  16,  the  house  wTas 
found  clean  and  well  kept,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  good.     No 
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special  arrangements  existed  for  separating  the  sexes,  but  the  con- 
dition of  things  was  satisfactory.  There  were  then  present  11 
inmates,  —  4  men,  7  women  ;  of  these  4  were  insane,  C.  O'K.,  75, 
gives  no  special  trouble ;  H.  W.,  69,  much  in  the  open  air ;  J.  W., 
84,  quiet  but  filthy.  All  these  are  women  ;  an  insane  man,  J.  EL, 
41,  works  on  the  farm,  and  all  are  well  cared  for,  and  apparently 
contented.  Superintendent,  George  Beasley,  here  14  years,  salary 
$450.     His  management  is  good. 


Sherborn.  Pop.,  1880,  1,401.  Vol.,  3884,  $8.06,560.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,409;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $579;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$200 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $550. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1794,  is  in  good  repair,  the  buildings 
are  well  kept,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  generally  good,  but 
there  are  no  good  bathing  facilities.  Rooms  are  comfortable  for 
so  old  a  house,  clean  and  well  kept.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Craw- 
ford, September  19,  there  were  6  inmates,  3  men  and  3  women  ;  one 
woman,  S.  R.,  66,  is  insane,  formerly  at  Worcester,  and  though 
harmless,  troublesome,  and  spends  her  time  chiefly  in  her  own 
room.  Another  woman  is  imbecile.  Superintendent,  E.  G.  Whit- 
temore,  here  11  years,  salary  $350.  His  management  is  generally 
good. 


Shirley.  Pop.,  1880,  1,365.  Vol.,  1884,  $713,430.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,101;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $484;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief, 


No  almshouse,  the  old  one  having  been  sold  because  it  was 
thought  better  and  cheaper  to  board  the  poor  in  families.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  16,  there  were  but  4  fully  supported, 
3  men  and  one  woman,  all  at  $2  a  week,  and  in  different  families. 
One  of  them  boards  with  relatives  in  Westminster.  All  are  about 
70,  or  upward.     None  are  insane. 

Somervtlle.  Pop.,  1880,  24,933.  Vol.,  1884,  $24,331,100.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $14,010;  cost  of  of  full  support  in  families,  $3,012;  of  sup- 
port in  hospitals,  $4,108 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $7,000. 

This  city  has  never  maintained  an  almshouse,  but  the  Overseers 
have  for  several  years  recommended  one.  The  insane  are  kept  in 
the  hospitals,  except  one,  who  boards  in  the  city  ;  the  truants  are 
sent  to  the  Lowell  Reformatory,  and  the  adult  poor  are  occasionally 
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kept  in  almshouses  elsewhere.  The  number  boarded  in  families  is 
about  20,  but  it  is  difficult  to  find  good  places  for  them  all  in 
Somerville. 

Stoneham.  Pop.,  1880,  4,890.  Vol.,  1884,  $3,065,495.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $4,047;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,440;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $145;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,400. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1852,  since  enlarged,  and  kept  in 
excellent  repair,  stands  on  the  Wakefield  road,  half  a  mile  from 
Farm  Hill  station.  Steam  heating  has  lately  been  introduced,  so 
that  each  room  is  now  warmed,  and  the  inmates  are  brought 
together  only  at  meal  times.  This  makes  the  absence  of  a  com- 
plete separation  of  the  sexes  less  important ;  but  this  is  a  defect 
of  an  otherwise  excellent  almshouse.  The  bathing  facilities  are 
also  inadequate.  But  with  these  exceptions,  it  is  one  of  the  best 
establishments  in  the  State.  Superintendent,  G-.  R.  Weaver,  here 
2  years  ;  salary,  $350.  When  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October 
18,  there  were  19  inmates,  —  11  men,  8  women,  —  none  of  whom 
are  insane,  but  4  weak-minded.  Nearly  all  are  upwards  of  60  and 
few  can  do  much  work.     The  sanitary  conditions  are  good. 

Stow.  Pop.,  1880,  1,045.  Vol.,  1884,  $980,206.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$725;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $318;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $340; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $50. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1764,  is  a  large  farm-house  with  few 
rooms  and  little  furniture,  standing  2  miles  south  of  Maynard, 
near  Stow  Common.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  May  16,  it 
contained  but  one  inmate,  a  man  of  74,  who  was  carrying  in  wood 
to  build  the  fire  for  supper.  The  farm  of  130  acres  is  carried  on 
by  the  superintendent,  Mr.  G-renier  (here  since  April ;  salary, 
$350)  ;  it  produces  $800  a  year,  chiefly  from  milk  and  live  stock, 
and  pays  the  cost  of  everything  except  the  superintendent's  sal- 
ary. No  insane  supported  in  town ;  the  almshouse  management 
good. 

Sudbury.  Pop.,  1880,  1,178.  Val.,  1884,  $1,035,890.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,271 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,489;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $750. 

The  almshouse  stands  a  mile  west  of  the  village  near  the  North 
Sudbury  station,  on  a  large  farm  (156  acres),  well  cultivated.  It 
was  built  within  20  years,  in  place  of  the  old  almshouse  which  was 
burned,  —  a  two-story  wooden  building,  with  sleeping-rooms  of  dif< 
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ferent  sizes,  mostly  in  the  second  story,  and  a  detached  wooden 
building  in  the  rear  where  tramps  are  lodged,  and  which  is  generally 
in  untidy  condition.  The  water  supply,  drainage,  etc.,  are  good, 
and  the  inmates  kindly  treated  by  the  superintendent,  William 
Austin,  here  2  years  ;  salary,  $420.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  San- 
born, May  26,  there  were  7  inmates, — 4  men,  3  women,  —  none 
insane,  but  3  weak-minded.     The  general  management  is  good. 

Tewksbury.  Pop.,  1880,  2,179.  Val.,  1884,  $1,124,033.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $225  (profit);  cost  of  almshouse  support  (profit),  $1,118 ; 
of  support  in  hospitals,  $280;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


The  almshouse,  built  in  1804,  is  within  half  a  mile  of  North 
Tewksbury,  and  when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  7,  contained  5 
inmates,  —  3  men,  2  women,  —  2  of  whom  were  insane.  It  is  a 
large,  square  wooden  building  of  2  stories,  with  an  ell,  in  good 
repair  and  well  kept,  on  a  farm  of  80  acres,  where  milk  is  the  chief 
product.  Superintendent,  James  Marsh,  here  4  years ;  salary, 
$600.  An  insane  man,  O.  C,  35,  is  demented  from  epilepsy;  an 
insane  woman,  M.  N.  30,  formerly  at  the  Danvers  hospital,  is 
excitable  and  sometimes  noisy.     Both  are  well  treated. 

Townsend.  Pop.,  1880,  1,967.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,000,000.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $779;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $650;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $100. 

The  almshouse  is  a  mile  from  the  New  Hampshire  line  and  the 
same  distance  from  the  West  Townsend  station,  a  two-story  wooden 
building  with  a  long  ell,  in  good  repair  and  with  more  room  than 
the  present  inmates  require.  Superintendent,  H.  Willard,  here 
one  year ;  salary,  $350.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  16, 
there  were  but  4  inmates,  —  one  man,  two  women  and  an  idiotic 
girl  of  8,  who  was  there  with  her  mother.  None  were  insane  ;  all 
well  treated.     The  sanitary  conditions  quite  good. 

Tyngsborough.  Pop.,  1880,  631.  Val.,  1884,  $322,405.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $250 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $250. 

The  almshouse  is  2£  miles  from  Tyngsborough  station,  on  the  road 
to  Lowell,  — a  two-story  wooden  house,  very  old,  with  a  long  ell, 
in  one  end  of  which,  beyond  the  wood-shed,  is  a  room  fitted  up  for 
an  insane  man,  which  was  occupied  when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen, 
June  11,  by  S.  W.  P.,  62,  who  has  been  insane  nearly  40  years, 
and  kept  in  this  room  for  more  than  30  years.     He  was  violent  as 
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long  as  he  had  the  use  of  his  limbs,  and  very  filthy.  His  room  is 
an  old-fashioned  "  cage,"  and  when  "visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  and  by 
other  visitors  of  the  Board  in  previous  years,  has  generally  been 
found  in  bad  condition,  as  if  neglected.  The  other  5  inmates  were 
all  men,  2  of  them  weak-minded,  and  all  seemed  to  be  in  good  con- 
dition. 

Wakefield.  Pop.,  1880,  5.547.  Vol.,  1884,  $3,541,772.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $4,999;  cost  of  almshouse  support  $1,673;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $981 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,900. 

The  Wakefield  almshouse  stands  a  mile  east  of  Wakefield  Junc- 
tion in  the  east  ward  ;  a  wooden  main  building  of  2£  stories,  with 
a  two-story  ell.  The  inmates'  rooms  are  large,  well-arranged  and 
well-kept ;  the  sleeping-rooms  in  particular,  though  plainly  fur- 
nished, are  very  neat  and  comfortable,  each  heated  by  a  stove,  with; 
a  substantial  bedstead  and  an  abundance  of  clean  bedding.  The 
sanitaiy  condition  of  the  premises  is  excellent,  radical  improve- 
ments having  been  lately  made.  There  is  no  spegjal  provision  for 
the  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  with  the  inmates  found  there,  no 
evil  is  apparent.  G.  E.  Donald  is  superintendent,  here  since  April 
1,  1882,  salary  $450.  The  Visitor,  B.  A.  Andrews,  says,  Novem- 
ber 15,  u  Under  its  present  management  this  compares  favorably 
with  any  almshouse  I  have  yet  visited.'*  He  found  12  inmates,  — 
3  men,  5  women,  4  children,  none  of  whom  are  insane,  but  2  weak- 
minded.  The  children  are  2  boys  and  2  girls,  —  3  of  one  family, 
here  with  their  mother,  and  the  other  with  his  mother.  The 
inmates  were  all  comfortably  clothed ;  their  food  is  excellent  and 
abundant. 

Waltham.  Pop.,  1880,  11,712.  Vol.,  1884,  $10,391,660.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $9,169;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,780;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $2,363;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $3,500. 

The  city  almshouse,  a  wooden  building  of  2£  stories  with  an 
ell,  is  in  the  western  part  of  the  village  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  station.  It  was  not  built  for  an  almshouse,  nor  well-arranged. 
For  want  of  space  several  inmates  occupy  the  same  room  ;  the 
ventilation  is  poor,  but  the  rooms  are  generally  well-kept  and  clean. 
The  sexes  are  well  separated,  meeting  only  at  meal  times.  The 
house  is  heated  by  steam  ;  the  bathing  facilities  are  good,  and  the 
sanitary  conditions  quite  satisfactory.  The  superintendent,  H.  II. 
Bumford,  here  2  years,  salary  $720,  seems  a  good  manager.  The 
inmates  are  well-fed  and  clothed ;  the  policy  of  the  town  towards 
its  poor  being  very  liberal.     When  visited  by  B.   A.   Andrews, 
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October  15,  19  inmates  were  present,  —  8  men,  8  women,  a  bo}'  of 
17,  weak  minded,  a  boy,  T.  D.,  4,  and  a  girl,  M.  D.,  5.  Two 
women  are  insane,  C.  M.,  80,  very  quiet,  and  in  her  room  mo-t  of 
the  time,  and  C.  M.,  43,  well,  and  a  good  worker.  Two  others, 
B.  L  ,80,  and  M.  S.,  G7,  are  demented  and  feeble,  remaining  in 
bed.  The  inmates  generally  are  old,  and  do  but  little  work,  and 
some  of  them  are  feeble  minded. 

Watertown.  Pop.,  1880,  5,426.  VaL,  1881,  $7,057,100.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $G,250;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2, 00G;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $732  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,750. 

The  town  almshouse  is  on  Orchard  Street,  half  a  mile  from  the 
railroad  station  ;  an  old  two-story  building,  small  and.  ill-arranged, 
but  in  decent  repair.  There  are  but  few  sleeping-rooms  for  the 
inmates,  who,  when  visited  July  9,  bj*  B.  A.  Andrews,  were  13. 
Two  are  reported  insane,  and  2  are  feeble-minded.  The  insane 
arc  bolh  women,  —  E.  S.,  54,  and  C.  S.,  67,  —  the  latter  feeble, 
and  both  demented.  There  were  5  other  women  and  7  men  mostly 
old  persons.  The  superintendent  is  Z.  Boody,  here  15  years, 
salary  $500.  The  sanitary  conditions  were  good  ;  the  cellar  clean 
and  dry..  The  farm  is  small  (32  acres),  and  but  a  small  portion 
tilled. 

Wayland.  Top.,  1880,  1/JG2.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,1G8,8GG.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,018;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $Go9 ;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

The  Wayland  almshouse,  3  miles  from  Cochituate,  on  a  by-road 
leading  to  Sudbury,  is  a  very  old,  two-story  wooden  building,  on 
which  few  repairs  are  made,  since  the  town  may  provide  a  new 
hoase  next  year.  A  new  barn,  costing  $1,500,  has  been  built  the 
past  year.  The  location  is  good,  spring  water  abundant,  and 
there  is  a  farm  of  100  acres,  of  which  little  is  cultivated,  the  chief 
product  being  milk.  The  house  does  not  look  so  badly  without 
as  within  ;  where  the  decayed  floor  timbers  arc  propped  up,  and 
the  walls  admit  the  wind  and  rain,  making  it  difficult  to  heat  the 
rooms,  —  one  of  which  is  without  windows.  A  few  rods  north,  in 
a  small  building,  partly  used  as  a  hen  house  —  a  room  has  been 
arranged  for  an  insane  woman,  A.  M.,  22.  It  is  well-warmed,  and 
has  a  fixed  bed,  barred  windows,  and  a  door  opening  into  a  yard 
15  feet  square,  fenced  in  and  floored,—  a  better  room  than  any  in 
the  almshouse.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  November  24,  5 
inmates  were  found,  3  men  and  2  women.     Two  were  insane.    The 
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above-named  woman,  brought  here  in  1876  from  Worcester  hos- 
pital and  kept  since  in  her  room,  is  destructive  and  filthy,  but 
receives  good  care  and  is  well-fed.  A  man,  C.  T.,  63,  is  demented, 
but  quiet  and  gives  no  trouble.  Mr.  C.  II.  Jackman,  here  since 
April,  1883,  salary  $500,  manages  as  well  as  circumstances  permit. 
He  has  bo  help,  except  from  the  paupers,  and  little  of  that  in- 
doors. The  town  boards,  with  his  mother  in  Cambridge,  a  blind 
man  18  years  old. 


Westfoud.  Pop.,  1880,  2,147.  Veil.,  1884,  $1,021,577.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,278;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $123;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $619  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $600. 

The  almshouse,  a  mile  east  of  Forge  Village,  on  the  road  to 
Graniteville,  in  sight  of  the  Stony  Brook  Railroad,  is  an  o'd  brick 
house  with  a  wooden  ell,  built  in  1837,  with  a  farm  of  125  acres. 
The  superintendent,  H.  D.  Pierce,  here  5  3-ears,  salaiy  $550, 
seems  well  adapted  to  the  place.  When  visited  June  21,  by  Dr. 
Allen,  there  were  10  inmates, — 4  men,  3  women  and  3  chil- 
dren. The  latter  arc  here  with  their  mother.  None  are  insane. 
The  sanitary  condition  is  good. 

Weston.  Pop.,  1880,  1,448.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,871,850.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,076;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $753;  of  support  in  lunatic  hos- 
pitals, $189  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,100. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1861,  stands  on  a  farm  of  90  acres,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  not  far  from  the  Method- 
ist chni  eh,  a  fairly  built  wooden  house,  with  more  rooms  than  are 
occupied  by  the  inmates.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  May  26, 
there  were  6  inmates,  —  2  men,  2  women  and  2  boys,  brothers,  R. 
H.  P.,  10,  and  H.  P.,  8.  None  are  insane  ;  but  one  man  is  idiotic, 
who  docs  much  work  on  the  farm,  while  one  of  the  women  does 
much  housework.  The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good.  The 
superintendent  is  David  Peirce,  here  2  }Tears,  and  before  that  in 
the  Wayland  almshouse  ;  salary,  $225.  The  farm  is  well  managed, 
and  the  house  fairly  well. 

Wilmington.  Pop.,  1880,  933.  Fa?.,  1884,  $569,364.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $945;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $774;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1857,  stands  1£  miles  west  of  the  vil- 
lage on  the  Woburn  road,  with  a  farm  of  a  hundred  acres,  —  a 
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large  wooden  house  of  2  stories.  The  superintendent,  J.  C. 
Parker,  here  one  .year,  salaiy  $300,  takes  charge  of  the  highways 
also,  as  a  part  of  his  duty.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  August 
21,  there  were  5  inmates,  including  3  generations  of  one  family, — 
the  grandparents  and  mother  of  a  girl  of  13,  who  was  there  with 
them.  The  fifth  inmate  is  a  paralyzed  man,  who  is  feeble-minded  ; 
but  there  arc  no  insane.  The  house  is  not  very  well  kept,  and  has 
suffered,  as  many  do,  from  frequent  changes  of  superintendent. 


Winchester.  Pop.,  1880,  3,802.  Val,  1884,  $3,751,716.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3,021 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $879;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $530;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

No  almshouse,  its  poor  being  aided  at  their  own  homes  or  boarded 
in  other  families,  in  Winchester  or  elsewhere.  When  visited  b}T 
B.  A.  Andrews,  November  1,  there  were  7  persons  full}r  supported, 
—  one  of  whom,  a  woman,  is  epileptic  and  costs  $2.50  a  week. 

Woburx.  Pop.,  1880,  10,931.  Val,  1884,  $7,922,875.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $9,245;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,907;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $1,173;  net  cost  of  ont-door  relief,  $5,200. 

The  almshouse,  built  before  1850,  but  somewhat  enlarged  since, 
stands  about  a  mile  north  of  the  village,  a  wooden  house  with  a 
brick  basement,  which  contains  cells  for  insane  inmates,  and  has 
been  until  lately  very  foul  from  obstructed  drainage.  The  new 
superintendent,  N.  W.  Brown,  formerly  an  officer  at  the  State 
Reform  Sehool  (salary  $500),  has  remedied  all  this,  and  made 
other  improvements  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  building  ;  but 
it  has  faults  of  construction  not  so  easily  remedied.  When  vis- 
ited by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  November  19,  there  were  3G  inmates, —  IS 
men,  12  women,  6  children.  Nine  were  insane,  4  men  and 
5  women  —  four  of  whom  had  been  in  lunatic  hospitals;  3 
women,  —  A.  M.,  55,  J.  A.,  51,  E.  II.,  55, — and  one  man,  G. 
T.  M.,  45.  The  other  3  men  and  2  women  are  filthy  or  trouble- 
some cases.  None  were  secluded,  being  quiet  and  harmless.  One 
man,  W.  II.  W.,  32,  bordering  between  insanity  and  idiocy,  is 
sometimes  violent  and  kept  in  a  basement  cell.  The  children  are, 
E.  V.  D.,  11,  and  E.  D.,  10  (brother  and  sister),  here  with  their 
grandmother;  M.  A.,  11,  a  girl,  has  both  mother  and  grand- 
mother here;  B.  J.  S.,  3  (a  boy),  and  E.  M.  S.,  1  (a  girl), 
whose  mother  is  here ;  and  J.  J.  II.,  13.  Four  of  them  attend 
school.     Several   of   the  inmates    are    idiotic;  one    dwarfed,  also. 
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The  management  is  good  and  some  parts  of  the  house  very  com- 
fortable for  the  inmates.  The  rooms  for  the  insane  men  in  the 
basement  are  objectionable  ;  and  though  the  rooms  for  the  insane 
women  are  better,  yet  no  more  patients  should  be  taken  from  the. 
hospitals,  until  the  house  has  been  improved. 


NANTUCKET  COUNTY.  Pop.,  1880,  3,727.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,083,014. 
Net  cost  of  pauperism,  $5,873. 

Nantucket.  Pop.,  1880,  3,727.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,083,014.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $5,873;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,900;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$907  ;  net  cost  of  oat-door  relief,  $2,000. 

The  town  almshouse  is  a  large,  two-story  wooden  building,  with 
brick  basement,  on  Orange  Street,  half  a  mile  from  the  centre  of 
the  town.  It  has  been  occupied  since  1845,  and  contains  40  sleep- 
ing-rooms, a  chapel,  dining-rooms  for  each  of  the  sexes,  etc.  The 
superintendent  (E.  G.  Coffin,  here  3  years,  salary  1300),  has  his 
rooms  between  those  of  the  different  sexes,  so  that  they  are  com- 
plete^ separated.  The  dormitories  are  scantily  furnished  and  ill- 
ventilated.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  bad,  the  drainage  and 
privy  arrangements  being  offensive  in  summer.  The  management, 
of  the  house  and  premises  could  be  much  improved.  When  visr 
ited  by  Dr.  Hitchcock  and  F.  B.  Sanborn,  August  7,  there  were. 
35  inmates,  —  14  men,  14  women,  and  7  children,  —  2  boys.,  H. 
W.  L.,  10,  a  colored  epileptic  idiot,  and  L.  A.  P.,  8  months,  born 
here  ;  5  girls,  A.  G.  Ft,  13  months,  M.  D.,  7,  S.  II.,  9,  L.  H.,  7,  C. 
H.,  13  months  (sisters)  ;  all  these  children,  except  the  idiotic  boy, 
are  here  with  their  mothers.  He  was  found  loosely  fastened  by  a 
rope,  in  his  room,  is  crippled,  and  has  frequent  epileptic  fits.  One 
of  the  men,  J.  M.,  44,  is  idiotic  and  several  are  feeble  minded. 
P.  C,  73,  a  colored  woman,  committed  a  homicide  some  years  ago, 
and  has  been  a  public  charge  ever  since,  —  she  should,  perhaps,  be 
classed  as  insane.  There  are  two  other  insane  women,  N.  D.,  81,. 
and  L.  M.  B.,  36,  who  was  formerly  at  Taunton,  and  an  insane 
man,  C.  C,  58.  All  were  kindly  cared  for,  as  were  the  other  in- 
mates, —  but  there  was  evident  lack  of  efficiency  in  the  manage- 
ment. Dr.  Hitchcock  had  found  the  privies  in  bad  condition  when 
he  visited  the  almshouse  in  1883. 
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NORFOLK  COUNTY.  Pop.,  1880,  96,507.  Veil.,  1884,  $9G,5S1,0GS.  Net 
■Gust  of  pauperism,  $102,040. 

Bellixgham.  Pop. ,  1880,  1 ,223.  Vol.,  1884,  $508,218.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,3G0;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $G47 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$3GG  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $350. 

The  almshouse  is  in  the  north-west  part  of  the  town,  1|  miles 
from  the  Caryville  Station  on  the  New  York  and  New  England 
Railroad,  —  an  old  farmhouse  with  an  ell,  and  a  small  wing  in 
which  are  two  rooms  for  the  insane.  It  is  in  good  repair,  well 
warmed  and  cleanly  kept.  The  inmates,  when  visited  by  Dr. 
Prentiss,  November  20,  were  13  in  number,  —  4  men,  8  women 
and  a  boy  of  15.  One  woman,  C.  EL,  79,  is  insane,  and  was  at 
Worcester,  but  has  been  in  this  almshouse  6  }-cars.  She  now  occu- 
pies hy  turns  both  the  rooms  above-mentioned,  —  the}"  arc  sheathed 
instead  of  plastered,  and  of  good  size.  She  is  destructive  and 
troublesome,  but  is  well  cared  for.  The  almshouse  has  been  im- 
proved of  late  years,  but  is  still  defective  in  its  drainage  and  other 
sanitary  conditions.  The  superintendent,  B.  L.  Cook,  here  4 
years,  salary  $600,  manages  well,  and  the  inmates  are  contented. 
Nearly  all  arc  old  persons,  and  few  of  them  can  do  any  work. 


BltAlNTREE.  Pop.,  1880,  3.855.  Val.,  1884,  $2,8G3,525.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,890;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $l,G40;  of  support  iu  hospitals, 
$l,3G0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,900. 

The  new  almshouse,  opened  in  Ma}r,  1884,  is  a  two-storied  wooden 
building  of  the  Queen  Anne  style,  about  a  mile  from  the  South 
Braintrce  station.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  good.  It  is  heated 
by  steam,  the  sleeping-rooms  are  light  and  airy,  one  wing  occupied 
by  the  men,  the  other  03'  women.  There  is  a  hospital  in  the  attic, 
and  one  room  is  padded  for  excited  inmates.  In  the  eastern  wing 
is  the  town  lock-up  with  four  strong  brick  cells.  The  superintend- 
ent, M.  Williams,  here  since  April,  1883,  salary  $350, "is  an  efficient 
manager.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  June  24,  there  were  13 
inmates,  only  12  belonging  to  Brain  tree,  —  5  men,  8  women,  —  of 
whom  one  woman,  N.  G.,  4G,  is  insane;  3  men  and  one  woman 
are  imbecile,  and  most  of  the  others  are  infirm.  This  is  a  better 
built  house  than  that  at  Brooklinc,  but  cost  $1G,000  ;  it  has  a  ca- 
pacity for  25  inmates. 
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Brooklixe.  Pop.,  1880,  8,057.  Veil.,  1884,  $26,646,500.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism,  $8,421;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $931;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$920;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $G,000. 

Brooklinc  built  an  almshouse  for  the  first  time  in  1882-3,  at  a 
cost  of  $13,000,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  two  miles  from 
the  village  :  first  occupied  in  May,  1883.  It  is  entirely  of  wood, 
with  two  stories  and  a  spacious  attic.  The  sexes  arc  separated,  and 
live  in  each  wing.  It  is  provided  with  day-rooms,  large  and  small 
sleeping-rooms,  bath-rooms,  etc.  It  is  heated  by  furnaces,  and  is 
supplied  with  aqueduct  water,  but  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss, 
March  25,  the  plumbing  had  not  been  completed  and  no  waste- 
pipes  were  in,  so  that  water  runs  into  all  parts  of  the  building,  but 
must  be  carried  out.  The  bath-rooms  were  3-et  unfurnished,  and 
there  were  no  water-closets  in  the  house,  which  in  other  respects  was 
unfinished.  At  that  time  there  were  5  inmates,  —  3  men,  one  wom- 
an and  one  girl  of  14  ;  one  man  and  one  woman  are  insane  ;  J.  D., 
32,  was  brought  from  Worcester  hospital,  Aug.  3,  1883  ;  A.  M.  B., 
51,  a  woman,  was  brought  from  Tewksbury  asylum,  Sept.  8, 
1883  ;  she  is  quiet  and  gives  no  trouble.  None  of  the  inmates 
were  under  special  restraint,  and  all  seemed  contented.  K.  M. 
Campbell,  salary  $500,  has  been  superintendent  from  the  first,  and 
before  that  kept  the  almshouse  at  North  Reading  for  8  years. 
His  management  is  efficient  and  kindly. 

Canton.  Pop.,  1880,  4,516.  Val.,  1884,  $3,353,046.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$6,480;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $3,518;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$1,159;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,800. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  before  the  Revolution,  but  occupied  by 
the  town  since  1810,  contrasts  very  unfavorably  with  the  new  ones 
at  Braintree  and  Brookline  and  with  the  remodelled  house  at  Mil- 
ton. It  is  reported  by  Dr.  Crawford,  who  visited  it  May  21,  as 
much  the  worst  of  those  which  she  inspected,  the  buildings  being 
veiy  defective  and  the  housekeeping  equally  so.  The  cellar  under 
the  main  house  is  small,  wet  and  in  bad  condition  ;  that  under  the 
enlargement,  built  in  1881,  is  better,  but  was  found  in  disorder. 
The  rooms  for  inmates  were  crowded,  ill-ventilated,  and  some  of 
them  abounded  in  vermin.  The  water  supply  is  insufficient,  and 
liable  to  be  polluted  ;  the  farm  of  90  acres  is  well- managed. 
Superintendent,  W.  C.  Marra,  here  13  years,  salary  $500.  When 
visited,  there  were  10  inmates,  —  7  women,  1  girl,  10  men,  and  1 
bo}\     Three  were   insane,  —  2  women,  M.  C,  59,  and  M.  W.,  77, 
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and  one  man,  E.  S.,  55.  Two  of  these  were  formerly  at  Taunton. 
Two  men  and  2  women  are  weak-minded.  The  whole  establish- 
ment requires  the  active  attention  of  the  town  authorities. 

Cohasset.  Pop.,  1880,  2,182.  Vah,  1884,  $3,046, 389.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $5,883;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,383;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $775  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,700. 

The  Cohasset  almshouse,  built  in  1816,  is  J  of  a  mile  from  the 
King  Street  station,  formerly  a  farmhouse,  but  for  many  years  used 
as  now.  The  rooms  are  low,  and  those  on  the  second  floor  and  in 
the  attic  generally  small  and  ill-arranged.  It  has  the  look  of  a 
second-rate  farmhouse  and  is  scantily  furnished,  but  kept  in  decent, 
repair  and  reasonably  comfortable.  When  visited  b}r  Dr.  Prentiss, 
June  24,  there  were  11  inmates  (but  only  9  present),  6  men,  4 
women  and  one  boy,  B.  E.,  12,  here  since  1877,  who  attends 
school  and  works  on  the  farm.  Three  men  and  one  woman  are 
insane  ;  E.  II.,  70  (a  woman)  is  noisy  and  troublesome,  and  was 
found  shut  up  in  a  "  cage"  —  another  such  room  near  Irv  not  being 
occupied.  The  men  are  A.  S.,  57,  quiet  and  a  good  worker ;  J.  J. 
L.,  57,  demented,  whose  board  ($180  a  year)  is  paid  from  his  own 
property  ;  W.  C.  H.,  45,  who  has  never  been  in  sound  mind.  f  One 
man,  28,  is  a  stunted  idiot.  The  other  inmates  are  very  old,  they 
are  all  well-fed,  well-clothed,  and  kindly  treated.  The  land  is  high, 
but  the  cellar  drainage  poor;  the  water  supply  insufficient  —  in  dry 
times  it  is  brought  a  mile  in  casks.  The  barn  drainage  is  towards 
one  of  the  two  wells,  but  at  present  does  not  affect  the  water. 
Superintendent,  I.  H.  Young,  salary  $300,  here  3^  years. 

Dedham.  Pop.,  1880,  6,233.  Vol.,  1884,  $5,048,610.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $7,272;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,159;  of  support  iu  hospi- 
tals, $1,859  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $4,100. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1819,  stands  in  West  Dedham,  3  miles 
from  the  main  village,  a  large  wooden  house,  well-arranged  and 
roomy.  The  superintendent,  E.  L.  Ward,  salary  $600,  here  10 
years,  was  absent  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  May  20.  At  that 
time  the  number  of  inmates  was  14,  — 9  men  and  5  women,  —  only 
5  of  the  whole  being  under  60.  Their  rooms  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, with  old  furniture  and  bedding,  —  sometimes  brought  by  the 
inmates,  —  but  kept  in  good  repair,  and  sufficient.  Generally  two 
inmates  occupy  one  room  ;  the  two  hospital  rooms  are  rarely  used. 
Only  one  inmate,  a  woman,  is  insane,  L.  B.,  81  ;  but  several  are 
feeble-minded  or  paralyzed,  and   few  of  them  can  do  any  work. 
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The  drainage  and  water  supply  are  good,  and  the  general  manage- 
ment satisfactory.  The  farm  of  Go  acres  is  profitable,  chiefly  from 
the  sale  of  milk. 


Doveii.  Pop.,  18S0,  653.  Veil,  1884,  $745,255.  Net  cost  of  paitpertsmy 
$S95;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $558 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $340. 

No  almshouse,  but  there  is  a  tramp-house  in  the  village,  in  which 
few  lodge.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  September  20,  there 
were  2  persons  fully  and  5  panially  supported.  A  boy,  J.  D.  M., 
1-J  years  old,  is  boarded  for  $2.50  a  week,  and  J.  C,  GO,  is  boarded 
for  $3.50  a  week  ;  the  latter  has  been  insane,  but  is  now  quiet, 
though  perhaps  not  recovered.  One  insane  man,  T.  McG-.,  55, 
was  found  in  town,  being  out  from  Taunton  hospital,  on  a  visit. 
He  has  been  dangerous,  but  is  now  very  quiet. 

FoxBOnouGH.  Pop.,  1880,  2,950.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,436,890.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $1,773;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $846;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $424;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $500. 

The  Foxborough  almshouse,  built  in  1838,  stands  near  the  Wal- 
pole  Jinc,  three  miles  from  Foxborough  village,  a  part  of  the  farm 
being  taxed  in  Walpole.  The  drainage,  water  supply,  etc.,  are 
not  objectionable.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  October  8,  there 
were  but  3  inmates,  and  the  number  is  never  large  ;  there  are 
rooms  for  twice  the  usual  number.  One  man  and  2  women  were 
found  here  ;  one  woman,  L.  W.,  83,  insane,  and  the  other,  S.  E.  A., 
28,  weak-minded  from  epileps3r.  The  insane  woman  was  found 
quietly  sitting  in  her  room,  which  was  comfortable.  The  superin- 
tendent, C.  H.  Boyden,  here  since  April  1,  salary  $300,  is  young 
and  active,  and  is  making  improvements.  The  farm  is  127  acres. 
Mr.  Boyden,  with  his  single  male  inmate,  does  all  the  farm  work. 

Fraxklix.  Pop.,  1880,  4,051.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,937,505.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism,  $3,005  ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,341 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$839 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


The  Franklin  almshouse,  on  the  road  to  Attleborough,  a  mile 
from  Franklin  station  (built  ten  years  ago,  after  the  old  one  was 
burnt),  is  a  two-story  wooden  building,  in  fair  condition.  The 
water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  but  there  are  no  facilities 
for  bathing;  the  iumates  take  baths  but  seldom,  —  the  matron 
does  not  know  how  often,  —  and  there  is  no  system  about  it.  The 
privies  are  not  well  kept.     The  superintendent  is  J.  J.  Freeman, 
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here  one  year,  salary  '$500  ;  hires  a  matron  at  $3  a  week.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  August  30,  there  were  8  inmates, — 6 
men,  2  women,  —  one  of  whom,  a  man,  is  insane,  O.  W.  A..  74  ; 
he  has  been  in  Worcester  hospital,  but  is  now  quiet  and  harmless, 
though  needing  to  be  watched  by  clay  and  locked  in  at  night ;  he 
is  epileptic  and  intemperate.  The  other  inmates  are  mostly  old 
and  infirm.     The  management  here  is  not  so  good  as  formerly. 


Holbijook.  Pop.,  1880,  2,130.  Veil,  1884,  .$1,024,530.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $4,829;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $990;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $G99;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $3,100. 

No  almshouse  ;  the  sane  paupers,  of  whom  there  were  6  when 
the  town  was  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  October  13,  were  supported, 
one  each  in  Stoughton,  Braintrce,  and  Marsh  field,  and  the  ivst  in 
Holbrook,  either  in  their  own  homes  or  with  relatives.  An  insane 
woman,  S.  W.,  7G,  is  supported  in  the  almshouse  at  Brain  tree  at 
$2.40  a  week. 

Hyde  Park.  Pop.,  1880,  7,0S8.  Vol.,  1884,  $5,059,013.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,501 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $993;  of  support  iu  hospi- 
tals, $905;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

No  almshouse;  the  paupers,  of  whom  there  were  11,  —  1  man,- 
3  women,  7  children,  —  July  3,  1884,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford, 
are  boarded  in  other  towns  or  in  their  own  homes.  One  woman  is 
supported  in  Fall  River  at  $3  a  week  ;  another  (blind)  at  the  Quincy 
almshouse  at  $4  ;  a  man  and  wife,  both  disabled,  are  well  cared  for 
in  town.  Of  the  7  children,  J.  M.,  14,  and  R.  M.,  9  (father  dead, 
mother  in  lunatic  hospital),  board  with  an  aunt  in  Boston  ;  P.  M., 
10  (same  family),  and  K.  G.,  8,  and  M.  G.,  5  (sisters,  whose 
father  is  dead,  their  mother  a  Sherborn  convict),  and  D.  T.  and 
J.  T.,  twins,  12  (parents  dead),  are  all  boarded  in  Boston  at 
Catholic  homes.  Liberal  arrangements  are  made  by  the  town  for 
all  its  poor,  and  the  tramps,  who  are  very  numerous,  are  comfort- 
ably lodged  in  the  lock-up. 

Mkdkiki.d.  Pop.,  18S0, 1,371.  Val,  1884,  $1,09G,GG0.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,774;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $94G ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$580;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

The  town  almshouse,  a  two-story  wooden  building,  with  an  ell, 
built  in  1817,  is  half  a  mile  from  the  railroad  station,  is  in  good 
condition,  and  well  kept  by  W.  W.  Wheelock,  here  5  years,  salary 
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$650.  When  visited  b}~  Dr.  Crawford,  September  20,  there  were 
but  five  inmates,  4  men  and  one  woman  j  the  latter,  nearly  00,  and 
almost  blind,  takes  good  care  of  her  room,  which  is  pleasant, 
sunny  and  clean.  Two  of  the  men  —  S.  A.,  88,  who  has  been  in  the 
almshouse  many  years  and  takes  care  of  himself,  and  A.  B.,  28  — 
are  called  insane,  but  perhaps  the  latter  is  rather  idiotic  than 
insane.  He  occupies  a  rough  board  room,  built  for  him,  is  filthy 
in  his  habits,  and  is  not  neglected.  The  water  supply  is  good,  the 
house  in  good  repair  ;  the  farm  of  125  acres  produces  81,000  worth 
of  milk,  and  several  hundred  dollars  in  cranberries  yearly. 

Medway.  Pop  ,  1880,  3,956.  Vol*,  1881,  $1,930,135.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism. $-1,030  ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,071 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
8359  ;  uet  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,200. 

The  almshouse,  which  has  been  used  as  such  since  April,  1865, 
is  in  East  Med  way,  3  miles  from  Medway  village,  with  a  farm  of 
160  acres,  a  2J-story  wooden  house  with  wings  and  in  fair  condi- 
tion. Superintendent,  Joseph  Jones,  here  5  \~cars,  salary  $500.  He 
finds  the  farm  productive,  and  last  year  sold  $300  worth  of  green 
corn  for  canning,  besides  $1,200  worth  of  milk.  When  visited  by 
Mrs.  Fisher,  August  29,  there  were  17  inmates,  —  10  man,  4  boys 
and  3  women.  Two  of  the  men,  E.  B.,  72,  and  A.  D.,  84,  are 
insane  ;  the  latter,  quite  infirm,  is  kept  tied  to  prevent  his  wander- 
ing away.  An  old  couple,  aged  91  and  So^  occup}'  a  large  room 
together,  and  the  wife  has  usualhT  done  all  the  mending  for  the 
inmates.  Another  womau  of  93  does  soma  work.  The  water 
supply  and  drainage  are  good,  and  the  management  satisfactory. 
The  children  were  recently  admitted  and  not  expected  to  remain 
long. 

Milton.  Pop.,  1SS0,  3, 20G.  Yal.,  ISS-t,  $11, 75S,  050.  Ket  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,213:  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,233  ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
8223;  uet  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $S00. 

This  almshouse,  built  in  1854,  and  within  two  years  remodelled 
and  much  improved,  occcupies  a  farm  of  40  acres  near  Canton 
Avenue,  21-  miles  from  the  Lower  Mills  station, — a  two-story  wooden 
house,  with  a  wing  recently  built  for  kitchen,  laundry,  bath-room, 
etc.,  at  a  cost  of  S3,000.  and  a  neft  barn  costing  82,000.  There 
is  a  detached  wooden  building  occupied  by  the  men,  and  a  tramp- 
house  very  well  fitted  up — the  whole  establishment  furnishing 
much  more  room  and  a  better  arrangement  than  was  possible  pre- 
vious to  1882.     When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  May  20  and  Septem- 
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ber  4,  it  contained  8  inmates,  —  5  women,  2  D03-S  and  one  man,  — 
none  of  whom  are  insane,  but  2  are  feeble-minded.  One  of  the 
bo3's  goes  to  school,  the  other  is  too  3roung.  Superintendent, 
Calvin  Sanford,  here  11  years,  salary  $500.  His  management  has 
been  good,  but  he  seems  to  be  at  variance  with  the  Overseers,  and 
declares  that  the  water  supply  is  polluted  so  that  the  well-water 
cannot  be  used.  The  Overseers  doubt  this,  but  an  analysis  made 
of  the  water  by  the  health  olficer  seems  to  show  that  there  is  a 
pollution  which  might  be  prevented.  In  other  respects  this  is  one 
of  the  best  almshouses  in  Norfolk  County. 

Needham.  Pop. ,  1SS0,  5,252.*  Vol. ,  1884,  $1 ,820,002.  Net  ccti  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,684;  cost  of  fall  support  in  families,  $1573 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $758;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $850. 

The  old  Needham  almshouse,  built  in  1838,  stands  within  the 
limits  of  Wellesby  since  the  town  was  divided,  and  Needham 
supports  most  of  its  poor  there,  under  an  arrangement  with  Wel- 
lesley,  by  which  Needham  pays  $2.50  a  week  and  50  cents  a  night 
for  such  tramps  as  it  sends.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  June 
19,  G  Needham  paupers,  —  2  men  and  4  women,  — were  boarding 
in  the  Wellesley  almshouse  ;  one  of  the  women,  B.  N.,  54  (blind), 
being  insane,  and  2  others  weak-minded.  They  seemed  to  be  well 
cared  for,  and  no  almshouse  is  likely  to  be  built  in  Needham  for 
the.prescnt. 

Norfolk.  Pop.,  1880,  930.  Val.,  1884,  $397,900.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,127;  cost  of  fall  support  in  families,  $6G0;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$188;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  August  30, 
there  were  5  paupers  boarded  in  families,  —  2  of  them  children, 
whose  board  costs  $2  a  week.  One  woman,  epileptic  and  idiotic, 
boards  with  her  father  at  $3.  The  care  of  the  poor  seems  to  be 
good. 

Norwood.  Pop.,  1880,  2,345.  Val.,  1884,  $1,939,724.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, .$2,101;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $312;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $3G;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,750. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  August  18, 
there  were  4  paupers,  2  men  and  2  women,  who  arc  boarded  in 
families  at  high  prices.  One  of  the  men,  who  is  helpless,  costs  $6 
a  week  ;  the  other,  insane  but  harmless,  B.  G.,  55,  takes  charge  of 

*  Iucluding  Wdlcslcy. 
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the  tramps  at  the  town  lock-np,  and  is  boarded  with  Mrs.  Jane 
Ellis  at  $4.50  a  week.  The  two  women,  mother  and  daughter, 
board  in  Canton  at  $5  a  week  for  the  two.  The  insane  man  was 
formerly  at  Taunton.  , 

Quixcy.  Pop.,  1880,  10,570.  Veil,  1884,  {$8,098,486.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$7,723;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $4,585;  of  support  iu  hospitals, 
$1,39G;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,000. 

Quincy  built  a  new  almshouse  in  1881,  at  a  cost  of  $15,000,  a 
large  wooden  building  with  a  brick  basement,  containing  room  for 
40  inmates  ;  but  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  March  27,  only  par- 
tially occupied  by  21  inmates,  —  13  men  and  8  women,  — among 
whom  there  are  4  insane  persons,  one,  a  woman,  L.  \V.,  GG  (the 
blind  woman  mentioned  in  Hyde  Park  as  supported  here),  and 
three  men,  W.  R.  B.,  65,  J.  F.  S,  GO,  C.  W.,  73,  all  formerly  at 
Taunton  hospital.  The  only  one  needing  special  care  is  J.  F.  S., 
who  occupies  a  padded  room,  where  he  is  confined  most  of  the 
time,  and  wears  a  strait-jacket  at  night.  Two  men  and  a  woman 
are  idiotic.  The  inmates  were  comfortable  and  contented.  No 
complete  separation  of  the  sexes  is  attempted.  The  water  supply 
is  abundant;  the  drainage  good.  The  superintendent  is  J.  W. 
Fox,  formerly  of  the  Braintree  almshouse,  salary  $600,  here  since 
April  last.     The  management  is  generally  good. 

Kaxdolph.  Pop.,  1880,  4,027.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,003,110.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $!),571 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,072;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$951;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  almshouse  is  Ij  miles  from  the  village  —  a  comparatively 
new  wooden  house  with  new  out-buildings  ;  in  good  condition,  clean 
and  well  kept.  There  is  a  bath-room,  but  no  supply  of  water  for  it, 
and  no  hospital  room.  The  water  supply  is  imperfect  and  the 
drainage  sometimes  obstructed.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford, 
July  23,  there  were  13  inmates,  including  4  children —  one  boy 
and  3  girls,  —  who  had  better  be  boarded  out.  Of  the  5  men  and 
4  women,  —  two  of  whom  are  mothers  of  the  children, — one  is 
insane,  C.  H.,  noisy  but  harmless,  and  one  imbecile.  Superin- 
tendent M.  P.  Pike,  here  9  years,  salary  $600  ;  a  good  manager. 

Sharon.      Pop.,  1880,   1,492.       Val,  1884,  $1,105,635.      Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,144 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $712 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$180;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $100. 
The  Sharon  almshouse  is  less  than  two  miles  from  the  railroad 

station.     It  is  a  comparatively  new  two-storied  house,  connected 
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by  a  covered  passage  with  an  older  one,  and  a  long  shed-like  build- 
ing which  serves  for  carriage-house,  hearse-house  and  wood-shed. 
It  has  a  barn  nearly  new.  There  are  G  rooms  on  each  floor,  and 
an  unfinished  attic  in  the  main  building.  The  house  is  so  full  and 
the  sleeping-rooms  so  few.  that  the  large  attic,  high  and  well 
lighted,  should  be  finished  off  into  bed-rooms.  The  older  part  of 
the  house  is  in  good  repair ;  there  is  a  tramp-room  partitioned  off 
by  bars  and  slats  to  form  a  lodging  place  for  tramps.  Four  rude 
berths,  with  bunks  of  straw  and  a  blanket,  constitute  the  furnish- 
ing. It  is  lighted  by  one  window  and  the  barred  and  slatted  door, 
which  is  near  the  stove,  by  which  it  is  warmed.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-six  tramps  lodged  here  from  January  1  to  July  21,  1884. 
At  the  latter  date,  when  Dr.  Crawford  visited  the  almshouse,  there 
were  10  inmates,  all  sane,  — 2  men,  1  woman  and  7  children,  be- 
longing to  two  families,  —  J.  T.,  5,  E.  T.,  4,  A.  T.,  2,  and  an 
infant  2  months,  in  the  first  family,  and  in  the  second,  E.  T.,  12, 
E.  T.,  8,  and  L.  T.,  G.  Three  of  these  seven  children  are  boys 
and  four  girls ;  they  are  here  without  their  parents,  and  should  be 
boarded  out,  as  one  of  the  second  family  is,  at  $2  a  week.  These 
inmates  are  well  clothed,  well  fed,  and  in  other  respects  well  cared 
for  by  the  superintendent,  Adin  ISallou,  here  two  years,  salary 
$300.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  good  and  bathing  is  well 
attended  to. 


Stougiitox.  Pop.,  1880,  4,875.  VaL,  18S4,  $2,190,800.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $5,15G;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,54G;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$9!)1;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,500. 

The  Stoughton  almshouse'stands  on  School  Street,  a  mile  from 
the  station  ;  built  in  1845,  a  large  two-story  wooden  building,  with 
a  wing  of  one  story  extending  back,  and  continued  so  as  to  enclose 
on  three  sides  a  good-sized  yard,  the  fourth  side  being  open  to  the 
street.  All  the  inmates'  rooms  were  found  in  good  order,  clean, 
well  lighted  and  ventilated,  the  bedding  clean  and  good.  The 
water  supply  and  drainage  arc  good.  Superintendent,  A.  M.  Wood- 
bury, here  one  year,  salary  $5">0,  whose  management  is  good. 
When  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  July  22,  there  were  G  inmates,  —  5 
men,  one  woman,  —  all  reported  as  more  or  less  insane,  and  all  GO  or 
upward,  except  the  last  admission,  a  man  of  31.  Each  has  a  sep- 
arate room  and  bed,  and  all  arc  quiet  and  harmless. 
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Walpoi/e.  Pop.,  1880,  2,494.  Val.,  1884,  #1,54G,202.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3,123;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  #1,189;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, #7G1 ;  not  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  #1,150. 

The  almshouse  is  on  East  Street,  a  mile  from  the  station,  built 
in  1814,  and  well  repaired  the  present  year.  When  visited  by  Dr. 
Prentiss,  November  18,  it  had  been  greatly  improved  since  a  for- 
mer visit,  March  15,  and  was  in  the  care  of  a  new  superintendent, 
recently  at  Wilmington,  C.  M.  Gowing,  salary  $400,  who  seems  to 
be  a  good  manager.  There  were  then  6  inmates,  2  men  and  4 
women,  where  there  were  only  5  in  March  ;  all  above  70,  with  one 
exception,  who  is  GG.  Three  of  the  women  are  insane,  and  one  of 
them,  E.  T.,  75,  is  also  blind  and  feeble  ;  R.  P.,  79,  has  used  opium 
for  40  years,  and  L.  A.,  85,  is  a  case  of  senile  dementia.  All  were 
quiet  and  well  cared  for.  The  house  is  old  and  not  yet  in  perfect 
sanitary  condition,  but  is  well  looked  after. 

Wellesley.     Pop.,  1880,  included  in  Neerlham.      Val.,  1884,  #4,07G,492. 
Net  cost  of  pauperism,  #2,033;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  #911;  of  sup- 
port in  hospitals,  #741 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  #350. 

The  old  almshouse  of  Needham  is  owned  by  Wellesley,  — a  large 
wooden  building  on  Forest  Street,  just  within  the  town  bounds,  in 
decent  repair,  and  with  a  detached  cottage  in  the  rear  containing 
four  sleeping-rooms.  Between  this  and  the  main  h  mse  is  a  one-stoiy 
building  with  three  brick  cells  for  tramps,  used  also  as  a  common 
lock-up  by  Needham  and  Wellesley.  Both  towns  also  keep  their 
paupers  here.  When  visited  hy  Dr.  Prentiss,  June  19,  Needham 
had  6,  and  Wellesley  8,  — 5  men,  3  women, — of  whom  one  man, 
D.  S.,  80,  has  senile  dementia;  another,  M.  F,  78,  is  perhaps 
insane,  and  one  woman,  A.  M.,  35,  has  been  a  patient  at  Worces- 
ter. The  superintendent  is  James  Swift,  here  since  April,  salary 
8250.  The  14  inmates  from  both  towns  fill  this  almshouse  ;  there 
are  two  beds  in  nearly  every  sleeping-room  and  often  two  inmates 
in  each  bed. 


Weymouth.  Pop.,  1880,  10,570.  Vol.,  1884,  #5,555,194.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, #10,G44;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  #1,63G;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  #1,895;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  #7,100. 

The  almshouse  is  a  mile  from  the  station,  well  built  and  in  good 
condition  —  superintendent,  J.  Cummings,  here  one  year,  salary 
$500  The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  but  the  water 
supply  insufficient ;  when  visited  by  Dr.   Prentiss,  June  24,  there 
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were  22  inmates,  —  14  men,  5  women,  3  children  —  of  whom  3 
men,  1  woman  arc  insane,  and  4  men  and  2  women  weak- 
minded.  The  children  are  here  with  their  mother,  —  2  are  bo}rs, 
M.  R.,  4,  J.  R.,  2,  and  F.  R.,  6,  —  the  latter  a  girl.  The  insane 
men  arc  G.  L.,  42,  demented ;  H.  B.,  66,  formerly  at  Taunton, 
and  J.  W.,  who  boards  here;  the  insane  woman  is  E.  T.,  G4,  a 
cousin  of  several  of  the  weak-minded  inmates.  All  are  well  cared 
for  and  most  of  them  contented. 


Wrentham.  Pop.,  1S80,  2,481.  Val.,  18S4,  $1,317,591.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,801;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,270;  of  support  in  hospitals. 
$5S9;  net  cost  of  out-dDor  relief,  $1,000. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1819,  is  a  mile  from  Wrentham  and  4 
miles  from  Foxborough,  which  is  the  nearest  railroad  station. 
Superintendent,  H.  Ware,  who  owns  the  adjoining  farm,  and  who 
came  as  superintendent  in  April  last,  salary  $300.  The  house  is 
old,  and  not  in  the  best  repair,  nor  very  well  furnished.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  November  18,  there  were  7  iomates,  —  5 
men,  2  women,  —  of  whom  one  man,  A.  F.,  74,  and  one  woman, 
II.  G.,  74,  arc  insane,  both  harmless,  and  the  former  much  given 
to  wandering  about.  One  of  the  men  is  idiotic.  The  inmates  are 
kindly  treated.  The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  reasonably 
good,  and  there  is  little  fault  to  be  found  with  the  almshouse  except 
that  it  needs  repairs  and  new  furniture. 


PLYMOUTH    COUNTY.     Pop.,    1880,    74,018.       Vol.,    1884,   $19,113,095. 
Net  cost  of  pauperism,  $77,331. 


ABIXGTON.  Pop.,  18S0,  3,097.  Val.,  1884,  $1,875,333.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,075;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $780;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $30(5;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,600. 

.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  October  13,  a  new  superintendent, 
C.  Alger,  from  tli3  Rockland  almshouse,  was  moving  into  the 
Abington  almshouse  to  keep  boarders  ;  for  Abington  still  gives  the 
use  of  its  house  to  a  farmer  who  brings  his  own  furniture,  and 
takes  the  paupers  to  board  at  $2.50  a  week.  The  buildings  are 
kept  in  repair  by  the  town  ;  they  arc  comfortable  in  most  respects, 
and  certain  repairs  arc  to  be  made  for  the  new  superintendent. 
The  water  supply  is  good,  but  inconvenient;  the  drainage  might 
be   improved.     The    discipline   is   that   of  a  boarding-house;  the 
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inmates  were  5,  when  visited,  —  4  men,  one  woman.  One  man  is 
demented,  but  brings  the  water  from  a  distant  well ;  the  only 
woman  might,  perhaps,  be  considered  insane,  but  is  not  so  reported. 
The  superintendent  means  to  receive  private  boarders  as  well  as 
those  for  whom  the  town  pays.     This  system  is  not  commendable. 


Bridgewater.  Pop.,  1880,  3,620.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,005,345.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $ 2,G09 ;  net  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $97G;  of  support 
in  hospitals,  $382;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,200. 

The  almshouse  stands  on  the  road  to  Titicnt,  about  2-J  miles 
from  the  State  Workhouse,  —  an  old  house,  in  good  repair,  and 
much  larger  than  the  present  inmates  require.  When  visited  by 
F.  B.  Sanborn,  June  15,  there  were  6  inmates,  —  «?mcn,  3  women  ; 
of  whom  2  women,  A.  S.,  48,  and  II.  A.,  43,  are  insane,  and  one 
woman  epileptic.  The  women  all  have  rooms  on  the  ground  floor, 
opening  out  of  the  inmates'  dining-room  ;  one  man  sleeps  upstairs 
in  the  main  house,  and  the  other  two  in  a  large  attic  overithc  wood- 
shed. Superintendent,  Mr.  Hill,  here  18  years,  salary  $300.  The 
management  is  good,  but  old-fashioned,  like  the  house  and  the 
furniture.  The  twro  insane  women  have  grated  windows,  and  one 
of  them  being  filthy,  her  room  is  often  ill  bad  condition.  Both 
have  been  patients  at  Taunton.  The  water  supply  and  drainage 
here  are  good ;  the  farm  of  75  acres  has  much  wood  on  it. 

Brockton.  Pop.,  1880,  13,008.  Veil.,  1884,  $11,G73,47G.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $7,813;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $731;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $2,118;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $4,000. 

The  new  city  almshouse,  built  in  1883,  at  a  cost  of  $12,500, 
stands  on  the  old  farm,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  station,  and  wras 
first  occupied  in  January,  1884.  It  is  well  built  of  wood,  wilh  a 
brick  basement,  and  each  sex  occupies  one  wing,  —  the  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Peck,  here  two  years,  salary  $500,  occupying'  the 
middle  of  the  house,  in  which  are  the  dining-room,  kitchen,  laun- 
dry, etc.  There  is  a  large  hospital  room  in  the  attic,  and  there  are 
26  sleeping-rooms  for  inmates,  most  of  which  were  occupied  when 
visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  April  18.  There  Were  then  26  inmates, 
3  of  whom  were  children  ;  11  were  insane,  —  4  men  and  7  women. 
The  insane  men  occupy  a  ward  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  house, 
with  rooms  on  both  sides  of  a  hall,  well  heated  by  steam  radiators  ; 
when  visited,  the  hall  door  was  locked,  but  none  of  them  were 
locked  in  their  rooms.     In  the  corresponding  ward  on  the  women's 
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side,  the  hall  door  was  not  locked,  and  several  sane  women  were 
found  there  along  with  the  insane.  Seven  of  these  patients  had  lately 
been  removed  from  the  Taunton  hospital  to  the  new  almshouse,  and 
others  have  since  been  carried  there.  The  insane  were  in  com- 
fortable condition,  and  most  of  them  were  quiet,  but  they  had  no 
special  attendants,  and  were  not  sufficiently  occupied.  When  Mr. 
Peck  took  charge  of  the  old  almshouse  in  1882,  there  were  but  12 
inmates,  or  less  than  half  as  man}r  as  the  new  almshouse  contained 
when  visited;  at  present  (December  1),  there  are  more  than  30 
inmates,  nearly  half  of  whom  are  insane.  The  Overseers  are  well- 
satisfied  with  their  experiment  in  caring  for  the  insane  poor  at 
home,  and  take  much  interest  in  the  management  of  the  almshouse, 
which  is  well-built  and  creditable  to  the  cit}r. 


Carver.  Pop.,  1880,  1,039.  Vol.,  1884,  $547,940.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,583;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $615;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net.  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $900. 

The  almshouse  is  ven^  old,  small  and  inconvenient,  with  few 
good  rooms,  and  those  not  well-arranged  cither  for  comfort  or  the 
separation  of  the  sexes.  Like  many  of  the  almshouses  in  Barn- 
stable and  Plymouth  counties  it  is  kept  by  a  woman,  Martha  H. 
Shaw,  here  7  years,  salary  $178.  It  stands  near  Carver  Green,  7 
miles  from  Middleborough,  and  a  little  farther  from  Wareham. 
When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  September  25,  it  contained  5 
inmates,  —  3  men,  a  bed-ridden  old  woman,  and  a  weak-minded 
and  rather  vicious  girl  of  16.  One  of  the  men  is  epileptic  and 
weak-minded,  and  another  may  be  called  insane,  W.  S.,  75,  who 
has  a  room  by  himself  in  the  summer,  and  in  winter  shares  the 
room  of  another  old  man,  who  goes  and  comes  as  he  pleases,  and 
is  frequently  drunk,  with  money  which  he  earns  and  spends  for 
liquor.  The  matron  is  kindly  and  efficient,  but  the  almshouse  in 
its  present  condition  is  unfit  for  occupation. 

DUXBUBY.  Pop.,  1880,  2,196.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,089,4S9.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3,072;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,477;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $687  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $S00. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  in  1824,  \  of  a  mile  from  South  Dux- 
bury  station,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  August  23,  was  found 
clean  and  well-kept.  The  house  is  heated  by  a  furnace  ;  there  is  no 
bath-room,  though  the  water  supply  is  abundant  and  excellent.  It 
has  more  room  than  the  present  number  of  inmates  require.     Nine 
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persons  were  found  there,  —  5  men  and  4  women,  of  whom  4  are 
insane;  one  man,  E.  S.,  63,  at  Taunton  formerly,  is  quiet  and 
harmless;  and  3  women,  L.  C,  35,  harmless ;  M.  S.,  69,  once 
very  violent,  now  harmless,  was  found  sewing;  S.  A.  T.,  63, 
slightly  deranged,  was  away  on  a  visit.  One  woman  is  weak- 
minded,  and  one  man  of  80  totally  blind.  All  speak  warmly  of 
the  care  they  receive.  The  superintendent  is  W.  W.  Simmons, 
here  2  years,  salary  $325. 


East  Bkidgewater.  Pop.,  1880,  2,710.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,488,040.  Net  cost 
of  pauperism,  $2,859;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,525;  of  support 
in  hospitals,  $676 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $850. 

The  almshouse,  a  comparatively  new  wooden  building,  1£  miles 
from  the  station,  on  the  road  to  North  Hanson,  has  10  sleeping- 
rooms  for  inmates,  and  when  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  June  17, 
contained  7  inmates,  —  4  men  and  3  women.  One  man  (R.  W., 
29),  lately  a  patient  at  Taunton,  is  insane  ;  2  women  (H.  D.,  55, 
and  E.  F.  E.,  28),  are  also  insane  ;  they  all  have  good  rooms,  are 
quiet  and  well  cared  for,  but  the  younger  woman  is  sometimes 
violent,  and  is  then  secluded.  One  woman  is  weak-minded,  and 
there  are  three  old  men,  all  comfortable  and  contented.  The 
superintendent,  Henry  Sears,  here  one  year,  salary  $450,  is  an 
excellent  farmer,  and  his  wife  a  thorough  housekeeper ;  they  have 
greatly  improved  the  place  since  they  took  charge.  There  is  a 
farm  of  100  acres.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  good  and  the 
town's  people  visit  the  almshouse  often,  which  is  not  usual. 


Halifax.  Pop.,  1880,  542.  Vol.,  1884,  $250,365.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$611 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $0;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $171 ; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $440. 

No  almshouse,  but  boards  its  paupers  at  their  own  homes,  or  in 
other  families.  Among  them,  an  epileptic  man,  who  boards  with 
his  mother  at  $2  a  week,  was  seen  by  the  visitor,  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
September  25,  and  found  to  be  well  cared  for,  though  a  painful 
case.  Two  families  of  children  are  boarded  in  different  parts  of 
the  town  and  in  East  Briclgewater,  and  all  are  well  cared  for.  No 
insane  reported  in  town. 


1885.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  17.  179 

VISITATION   REPORTS. — PLYMOUTH    COUNTY. 


Hanover.  Pop.,  1880,  1,897.  Val.,  1884,  $  1,090,525.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,368;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,250;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $361 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $750. 

The  almshouse,  a  story-and-a-half  building  of  brick  and  wood,  is 
a  mile  north  of  Hanover  town-house.  It  has  an  ell  used  by  the 
inmates,  the  superintendent,  C.  A.  Fuller  (salary  $300,  here  since 
April,  1881),  occupying  the  main  building.  The  water  supply  is 
not  abundant  and  there  are  no  facilities  for  bathing.  The  drain- 
age and  sanitary  conditions  are  somewhat  objectionable,  but  the 
house  and  premises  are.  well  kept.  When  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher, 
July  18,  8  inmates  were  found,  —  2  men,  2  women,  and  4  boys,  — 
viz.,  A.  W.,  14,  consumptive  ;  C.  F.  W.,  8,  feeble-minded  ;  B.  H., 
10,  and  H.  T.  H.,  8  (brothers).  One  of  the  women,  H.  F.,  78,  is 
insane,  but  harmless,  and  one  of  the  men  has  been  here  43  years. 
The  town  fully  supports  a  man  and  his  wife  outside  the  almshouse. 

Hanson.  Pop.,  1880,  1,309.  Val.,  1884,  $525,839.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,708 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $567  ;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $315 ; 
net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $800. 

House  built  in  1790,  wooden,  and  somewhat  out  of  repair,  2 
miles  from  Hanson  station,  but  containing  much  more  room  than  is 
now  occupied  by  inmates.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  December 
19,  it  contained  but  3  inmates,  —  an  old  couple  nearly  blind,  and  a 
feeble-minded  woman,  P.  B.,  53,  who  might  perhaps  be  classed  as 
insane.  These  are  all  lodged  on  the  ground  floor  in  old-fashioned 
rooms,  opening  out  of  the  kitchen  where  they  take  their  meals.  The 
water  supply  is  good,  the  drainage  and  other  sanitary  conditions 
imperfect.  Superintendent,  C.  W.  Bourne,  here  one  year,  sala^ 
$275.    His  management  seems  good  and  the  house  was  clean. 

Hingham.  Pop.,  1880,  4,485.  Val.,  1884,  $3,298,833.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $6,761 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,967  ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$642;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $4,100. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1832,  is  an  odd  looking,  two-story  brick 
house,  with  numerous  out-buildings  (including  6  privies),  standing 
2  miles  from  the  Hingham  station.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Craw- 
ford, July  2,  there  were  15  inmates,  —  7  men,  6  women  and  2 
boys.  Two  of  the  women,  E.  L.,  61,  and  B.  B.,  71,  are  insane, 
and  were  both  formerly  at  Taunton ;  the  former  is  noisj*  and 
troublesome,  the  latter  more  quiet.  There  are  3  feeble-minded 
persons,  2  women  and  one  man.  The  children  are  boys,  A.  T., 
12,  and  F.  F.  P.,   2,   the  latter  from  the  State  Almshouse,  both 
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bright  children.  The  superintendent  is  E.  T.  Ellis,  here  4  }rears  ; 
salary,  $475,  which  the  premiums  expected  by  him  from  the 
county  fair  may  increase  to  $500.  The  management  is  kindly  and 
efficient,  and  the  overseers  frequently  inspect  the  buildings.  The 
old  house,  old  furniture,  etc.,  require  much  care,  and  there  are 
still  some  sanitary  defects,  but  on  the  whole  the  management  is 
excellent. 


Hull.     Pop.,  1880,  383.      Vol.,  1884,  $2,194,172.     Net  cost  of  pavperism, 
$304  ;  cost  .of  out-door  relief,  $294. 

No  almshouse,  and  when  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  August  1, 
only  2  paupers  were  supported,  both  boarding  in  town  in  different 
families,  at  $2  a  week.  Sometimes  the  poor  are  boarded  in  the 
almshouse  at  Cohasset  or  at  Hingham. 


Kingston.  Pop.,  1830,  1,523.  Val.,  1884,  $1,570,063.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,540 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $979  ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$555;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  town  almshouse  stands  close  by  the  Jones  River,  near  a 
railroad  crossing,  a  little  south  of  the  railroad  station  ;  an  old 
house  with  a  new  addition,  out  of  repair,  but  clean  and  well  kept 
by  the  matron,  Mrs.  Stephen  Benson,  here  3  years,  salary  $156. 
Her  husband  is  allowed  to  board  with  her,  but  works  elsewhere. 
There  are  but  6  sleeping-rooms  for  paupers ;  but  when  visited  by 
F.  B.  Sanborn,  August  17,  there  were  10  inmates,  2  of  whom  were 
■children  of  a  woman  who  is  here.  There  were  4  other  women,  and 
3  men,  all  old  people,  and  all  apparently  well  cared  for.  The 
water  supply  and  drainage  are  good. 


Lakeville.  Pop.,  1880,  1,008.  Val..,  1884,  $458,532.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$861;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $517;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  -cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $300. 

No  almshouse ;  the  paupers  are  all  supported  in  the  famity  of 
John  L.  Emerson.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  October  31,  but 
two  were  found,  both  women,  insane;  P.  S.,  65,  talkative  and 
quarrelsome,  and  A.  C,  65,  quiet,  formerly  in  Taunton  hospital, 
here  8  years.  They  were  well  clothed,  and  well  fed,  eating  with 
the  family,  and  seemed  to  receive  the  best  of  care. 
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Marion.  Pop.,  1880,  958.  Val.,  1884,  $78G,860.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
§1,011:  cost  of  full  support,  8874;  of  support  in  hospitals,  80;  net 
cost  of  out-door  relief,  $250. 

No  almshouse.  When  visited  by  E.I.  White.  October  31,  the 
town  was  supporting  7  paupers,  5  in  town,  1  in  Rochester,  and  1 
in  Fail-haven.  A  simple-minded  boy  of  16  is  boarded  with  his 
mother,  at  §3.50  a  week,  in  Marion.  The  paupers  generally  are 
boarded  with  relatives  and  well  cared  for.  No  insane  in  town  and 
none  in  the  hospitals. 


Marshfield.  Pop.,  1880,  1,781.  Val.,  1884.  81,022.125.  Net  cost  t>f  pau- 
perism, $2,044;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  81,078;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, SO;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  8900. 

The  almshouse,  two  miles  from  the  railroad  station,  is  a  large, 
two-story  wooden  house,  with  large  sleeping-rooms,  well  arranged, 
niostlv  on  the  second  floor.  Some  repairs  are  needed,  and  the 
houskeeping  might  be  improved.  The  superintendent  is  I.  H. 
Hatch,  here  one  year,  salary  8250.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford, 
August  23,  there  were  but  4  inmates, —  2  men  and  2  boys.  One  of 
the  men.  S.  P.  B.,  35.  may  be  called  insane,  and  one  of  the  boys 
is  weak-minded  ;  the  other  is  a  bright  lad  of  13  and  should  be  else- 
where. The  water  supply  is  good,  but  the  drainage  defective. 
The  superintendent  is  now  one  of  the  selectmen  ;  his  management 
has  been  criticised  as  too  expensive. 

Mattapoisett.  Pop.,  1880,  1,365.  Val,  1884,  81.470.804.  Xet  cost  of  pau- 
perism, 82.201;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  81,137;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $183;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  8700. 

The  Mattapoisett  almshouse  stands  near  the  seashore,  a  mile  off 
the  road  between  Marion  and  Mattapoisett  and  about  24-  miles  from 
either,  with  no  other  houses  near  it.  It  is  a  two-story  wooden 
building  with  one-story  extensions  at  each  end  added  at  different 
times.  The  rooms  are  small  and  ill  arranged,  and  afford  no  proper 
separation  of  the  sexes.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  October 
28,  there  were  10  inmates,  but  at  times  there  have  been  as  many 
as  26,  who  could  not  have  been  well  accommodated.  The  sanitary 
conditions  are  not  absolutely  bad,  but  the  drainage  flows  on  the 
surface  too  close  to  the  house.  The  rooms  are  clean  and  the  bed- 
ding of  good  quality.  The  diet  is  good,  and  the  inmates  all  ap- 
peared to  be  satisfied  with  their  treatment.  The  superintendent  is 
Bruce  F.  Shaw,  here  18  years,  salary  8350.     He  is  capable  of  man- 
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aging  a  larger  institution.  There  are  10  paupers,  of  whom  one  is 
insane,  a  man,  A.  B.,  90,  who  is  feeble,  and  2  men  are  weak- 
minded. 


Middlebokough.  Pop. ,  1880, 5,237.  Val.,  1881,  $2,723,930.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $5,396;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,081;  of  support  iu  hospi- 
tals, $1,053;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $2,230. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1831,  stands  near  the  railroad,  1J-  miles 
below  the  village  ;  and,  though  well  kept,  is  now  unsuitable  from 
age  and  inconvenience  of  arrangement.  All  the  buildings  in  which 
the  inmates  lodge  are  of  wood,  and  two  of  them  stand  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  main  house,  which,  with  its  wing,  contained,  when 
visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  September  24, 11  inmates,- — 2  men  and  9 
women  ;  while  7  men  lodged  in  the  other  buildings.  The  super- 
intendent, E.  S.  Lovell,  here  7  years,  salar}^  $500,  is  a  good  man- 
ager, but  could  care  for  the  inmates  much  better  in  suitable  build- 
ings. Of  the  18  inmates,  3  are  considered  insane,  1  is  epileptic 
and  2  are  idiotic.  One  man,  C.  S.  N.,  54,  is  insane,  and  one 
woman,  T.  H.,  57  ;  both  quiet  and  harmless,  but  the  man  filthy,  and 
locked  in  his  room  at  night.  Another  insane  man,  W.  T.,  66, 
sleeps  in  the  old  house,  where  there  is  also  a  tramp-room,  on  a 
bundle  of  straw  and  rags. 


Pembroke.  Pop.,  1880,  1,405.  Val.,  1884,  $626,259.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism,  $1,658;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $935  ;  of  support  iu  hospitals, 
$230 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $400. 

The  almshouse  is  3  miles  west  of  South  Hanson  station  near  the 
western  border  of  the  town;  an  old  farmhouse,  built  in  1823,  to 
which  a  wing  was  added,  when  purchased  by  the  town  many  years 
ago.  It  is  in  decent  repair  and  comfortable  for  the  few  inmates 
found  there,  October  13,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss;  but  the 
furniture,  like  the  house,  is  old,  and  the  well  is  used,  according  to 
an  old  custom,  as  a  refrigerator  for  butter  that  is  going  to  market. 
The  superintendent  is  John  Turk,  here  4  \-ears,  salary  $300.  The 
6  inmates  are  2  men,  2  women,  a  boy  of  18  and  a  girl  of  2.  The 
boy  is  idiotic.  The  girl  was  brought  here,  in  March,  from  the 
Westport  almshouse.  One  woman,  L.  M.,  65,  is  insane  and 
filthy,  and  frequently  restrained  at  night,  but  she  is  harmless  and 
has  the  range  of  the  house  during  the  day.  One  of  the  men  is 
idiotic,  and  at  night  is  locked  into  his  crib  cell,  in  one   corner  of 
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the  same  chamber  where  the  insane  woman  has  a  cell  in  another 
corner.  The  inmates  are  kindly,  treated,  but  the  management 
might  be  improved. 


Plymouth.  Pop.,  1880,  7,093.  Vol.,  1884,  $4,584,650.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $7,637 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,307 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $1,785;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $3,000. 

The  town  almshouse,  built  1826,  of  brick,  a  mile  south  of  the 
railroad  station,  is  old  and  picturesque,  but  not  very  convenient ; 
a  fine  brick  addition  has  been  made  (cost,  $7,000),  containing  large 
rooms,  well  arranged,  and  in  every  way  adapted  to  modern  ideas 
of  convenience.  When  visited  b}^  F.  B.  Sanborn,  August  17, 
early  in  the  morning,  the  18  inmates  were  found  at  breakfast,  and 
seemed  to  be  well  fed  and  well  cared  for.  The  whole  building  now 
contains  26  sleeping-rooms,  more  than  half  of  which  are  in  the  new 
portion,  and  many  of  these  were  not  then  occupied.  The  lower 
floor  is  used  for  men,  the  second  story  for  women,  and  there  is  a 
basement  containing  dining-rooms,  kitchen,  laundry,  etc.  ;  but 
most  of  the  inmates  take  their  meals  in  their  rooms.  Of  the  18 
present,  12  were  men  and  6  women,  but  only  one  of  these  six  had 
chosen  a  room  in  the  new  building.  Four  were  insane,  —  3  men, 
D.  B.  R.,  84,  formerly  at  Taunton,  G.  P.,  69,  and  F.  T.  L.,  35, 
insane  from  epilepsy,  —  and  one  woman,  S.  R.,  89,  who  has  been 
here  36  }Tears.  Three  men  are  idiotic,  one  is  a  deaf-mute,  two  of 
the  women  are  feeble-minded,  and  nearty  all  the  inmates  are  more 
or  less  unsound  in  mind  or  bod}*.  The  superintendent,  Mr.  Wood, 
here  nearly  203'ears,  salary  $400,  had  resigned  just  before  the  visit, 
on  account  of  age  and  the  illness  of  his  wife.  His  management 
has  been  excellent,  and  his  successor  will  have  a  much  better  alms- 
house to  manage. 


Plympton.  Pop.,  1880,  694.  Vol.,  1884,  $279,479.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$524;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $351;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

The  almshouse  is  old  and  out  of  repair,  2  miles  east  of  the  vil- 
lage, on  a  road  to  Kingston,  and  4  miles  from  Kingston,  which  is 
the  nearest  station.  It  contains  but  2  sleeping-rooms  besides  a 
small  open  attic,  where  one  of  the  2  inmates,  a  weak-minded 
man,  sleeps.  The  other  inmate,  when  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
September  25,  was  a  woman  of  86,  who  draws  a  pension  which 
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partly  pays  the  cost  of  her  support.  The  matron  is  Mrs.  C. 
Wright,  here  1±  years,  who  receives  $75  and  the  board  of  her  four 
children,  for  taking  care  of  these  2  inmates. 

Rochester.  Pop.,  1880,  1,043.  Vol.,  1884,  $457,235.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $034;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $432;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$188  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $320. 

The  Rochester  almshouse  is  about  8  miles  from  New  Bedford 
and  2  miles  from  the  Acushnet  almshouse.  It  is  a  small,  one-story 
wooden  building,  at  some  distance  from  the  main  road,  which  has 
been  enlarged  in  the  rear ;  that  part  of  the  house  is  quite  new. 
Zebedee  Clapp  is  superintendent,  here  6  years,  at  a  salary  of  $130  ; 
a  good  manager.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  October  28,  there 
were  4  inmates  (none  insane) ,  2  old  men,  a  colored  woman  and  a 
boy  of  5,  two  of  them  weak-minded,  and  all  well  cared  for. 

Rockland.  Pop.,  1880,  4,553.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,2G8,290.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $5,201;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,898;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $755;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,500. 

When  Rockland  was  set  off  from  Abington  it  soon  built  an  alms- 
house (in  1876),  which  is  in  good  repair.  The  rooms  are  clean, 
light,  and  can  be  well  ventilated.  Seven  rooms  contain  steam 
radiators,  and  all  can  be  made  comfortable  even  in  the  coldest 
weather.  Vermin  are  occasionally  found  after  new  arrivals,  but 
do  not  continue.  The  bedsteads  are  of  wood  or  iron ;  a  few 
have  feather  beds,  the  rest  mattresses ;  all  are  well  supplied  with 
good  and  clean  bedding.  The  water  supply  is  abundant  and  good, 
the  drainage,  and  all  the  sanitary  conditions  good,  except  that 
there  is  no  bath-room.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  September 
18,  the  superintendent  was  C.  Alger,  here  8  years,  salary  $275  ; 
but  after  the  first  of  October,  he  removed  to  the  Abington  alms- 
house. Before  going  to  Rockland  he  had  been  14  years  in  the 
almshouses  of  East  and  West  Bridge  water  and  Hingham.  The 
inmates,  September  18,  were  13,  —  6  men,  4  women  and  3  chil- 
dren, of  whom  one  was  insane,  —  a  woman,  M.  D.,  48,  was  for- 
merly at  Taunton,  but  has  been  here  several  years.  She  has  a 
child  in  the  almshouse,  with  whom  she  spends  much  time  wander- 
ing about ;  she  is  occasionally  excited,  and  then  is  locked  in  her 
room.  The  child  is  3,  a  girl,  who  "  swears  as  fast  as  it  can  speak  "  ; 
two  other  girls  less  than  a  3*ear  old  were  there  with  their  mothers. 
One  of  the  men  is  idiotic.  The  management  of  the  almshouse 
is  good  but  difficult. 
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Scituate.  Pop.,  1880,  2,466.  Val.,  1884,  $1,398,235.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,952;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $443;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $540 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,000. 

No  almshouse,  lock-up  or  tramp-house.  When  visited  by  Dr. 
Crawford,  August  23,  there  was  but  one  person  fully  supported  in 
town,  an  old  man,  who  is  boarded  at  about  $5  a  week.  The 
insane  are  all  in  the  hospital.  The  cost  of  out-door  relief  here  is 
excessive,  and  an  almshouse  would  be  an  advantage. 

South  Abington.  Pop.,  1880,  3,024.  Val.,  1884,  $2,310,620.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,913;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $1,091 ;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $234;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,600. 

No  almshouse  ;  but  the  town  maintains  a  lock-up,  where  tramps 
are  lodged  at  40  cents  a  night  for  each.  When  visited  by  Dr. 
Crawford,  September  18,  there  were  10  persons  fully  supported, — 
6  men,  4  women,  —  4  of  whom  board  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bolles,  in 
a  small  and  comfortable  house,  which  Dr.  Crawford  visited,  at 
$4  a  week  for  each.  These  were  an  old  man  of  75,  a  young 
man  who  has  lost  the  use  of  an  arm,  and  a  weak-minded  young 
man  ;  also,  an  old  blind  woman,  quite  helpless.  All  seemed  to  be 
well-cared  for.  The  other  6  paupers  board  in  different  families 
at  $3,  $3.50  and  $4  a  week;  among  them  an  epileptic  woman  of 
22,  who  boards  with  her  grandmother.  The  others  are  chiefty  old 
people.  The  poor  have  their  choice  of  boarding  places,  and  the 
price  is  very  liberal.  None  are  insane,  —  the  only  insane  person 
supported  by  the  town  being  at  Taunton. 


South  Scituate.  Pop.,  1880,  1,820.  Val.,  1884,  $896,199.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,395;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,400;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $340;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1821,  is  a  large  wooden  house,  —  kept 
in  decent  repair,  but  with  an  insufficient  number  of  sleeping-rooms. 
These  generally  contain  2  beds,  and,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford, 
August  23,  were  not  very  clean  or  ordcrl}',  though  the  bedsteads 
are  good  and  the  beds  comfortable.  There  were  then  14  inmates, 
—  3  men,  8  women  and  3  children.  Of  the  women  2  are  insane, 
M.  W.,  74,  who  is  also  blind  and  is  locked  in  her  room,  which  is 
the  best  in  the  house,  and  C.  P.,  47  (colored),  whose  room  is  a  cell 
in  the  basement  where  she  is  frequently  secluded,  being  noisy, 
unclean,  and  addicted  to  stealing.  Two  women  are  idiotic,  and 
another  is  blind.     The  children  are  2  girls  ;   one,  an  infant  whose 


186         HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.       [Jan. 

INSANITY    IN   MASSACHUSETTS. 

father  is  a  patient  at  Taunton,  the  other  a  colored  child  of  11  ; 
there  is  also  a  colored  boy  of  11.  The  water  supply  and  drainage 
are  good,  the  barn,  etc.,  in  good  condition.  There  is  a  new  super- 
intendent, C.  H.  Williston,  here  since  April,  salary  $250,  who  will 
manage  better  when  he  has  had  more  experience. 


Wareham.  Pop.,  1880,  2,896.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,217,924.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3,617 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,063;  of  support  iu  hos- 
pitals, $486;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,100. 

The  almshouse  stands  on  a  small  farm,  a  mile  out  from  Wareham 
village,  on  the  road  to  Carver,  —  a  well-built  wooden  house  of  two 
stories,  which  takes  the  place  of  an  old  one  burnt  in  1872.  The 
sleeping-rooms  are  too  few  for  the  number  of  inmates  found  there 
October  17,  when  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn.  These  were  11,  —  7 
men,  3  women,  and  a  boy  of  12  ;  but  2  of  them,  a  young  couple, 
F.  N.,  23,  and  M.  N.,  17,  were  absent  for  the  day.  The  husband 
is  in  consumption,  and  his  wife  takes  care  of  him.  One  of  the 
men,  J.  W.  S.,  73,  is  insane,  and  formerly  was  at  Taunton,  but  has 
been  in  this  almshouse  10  years,  and  was  cl3Ting  of  consumption 
when  seen.  The  boy  was  found  locked  in  his  room,  to  prevent  his 
running  away.  He  should  be  placed  in  some  good  family.  There 
is  a  tramp-bouse  standing  in  the  field,  a  little  back  of  the  alms- 
house. The  sexes  are  separated  in  this  house,  but  the  two  sick 
men  had  rooms  on  the  women's  side.  The  drainage  is  good,  but 
the  well-water  not  good ;  the  general  management  kind  and  effi- 
cient.    Superintendent,  G.  A.  Wood,  here  2  years,  salary  $250. 

West  Bridgewatek.  Pop.,  1880,  1,665.  Vol.,  1884,  $943,133.  Net  cost 
of  pauperism,  $1,681;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $535;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $130;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $700. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1835,  is  5  miles  from  the  West  Bridge- 
water  station,  on  a  farm  of  80  acres,  —  a  two-story  wooden  house, 
not  in  the  best  repair.  The  drainage  is  defective  ;  the  water  sup- 
ply inconvenient.  There  are  5  sleeping-rooms,  one  of  which  is 
used  for  a  sick-room,  when  needed.  These  were  not  found  in  good 
order.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  September  18,  there  were 
5  inmates,  —  2  men,  one  woman,  2  children.  Two  of  the  men, 
G-.  N.,  77,  and  M.  R.,  33,  formerly  at  Taunton  are  insane.  The 
latter  was  found  working  in  the  field.  The  other  spends  much 
time  sitting  under  the  trees.  His  room  is  small,  ill-ventilated,  and 
when  seen,  in  disorder.    The  children  are  brother  and  sister,  E.  M., 
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10,  and  M.  M.,  8,  who  go  to  school  and  Sunday  school.  Superin- 
tendent, J.  C.  Leighton,  here  3  years,  and  before  that  2  years, 
salary  $300. 


SUFFOLK  COUNTY.  Pop.,  1880,  387,927.  Val.,  1884,  $705,695,275. 
Net  cost  of  pauperism,  $416,697. 

Boston.  Pop.,  1880,  362,839.  Val.,  1884,  $682,656,658.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $404,233;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $121,425;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $181,587;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $101,000. 

Boston  maintains  many  public  institutions,  among  them  four 
which  can  be  called  almshouses,  besides  the  Marcclla  Street  Home, 
for  children,  which  is  an  offshoot  from  the  Deer  Island  almshouse, 
and  contains  nearly  all  the  poor  children  supported  by  the  city, 
except  those  sentenced  to  the  truant  school  on  Deer  Island.  The 
main  almshouse  of  the  city  was  established  in  1858,  at  Deer  Island, 
in  a  large  brick  building,  erected  in  1849  for  A^arious  purposes,  — 
hospital,  prison,  etc.  Of  late  years,  the  pauper  women  have  been 
supported  at  Austin  Farm  in  West  Roxbury,  where  there  are  a  few 
men  to  assist  in  the  work.  A  branch  of  the  Deer  Island  alms- 
house is  also  maintained  at  Rainsford  Island,  which  was  purchased 
from  the  State  by  the  city  in  1872,  and  has  since  had  the  buildings 
enlarged  and  improved,  so  as  to  receive  a  much  greater  number  of 
inmates  than  the  State  usually  supported  there  from  1854-18G7, 
when  the  State  hcspital  at  Rainsford  was  closed.  When  visited 
by  Dr.  Prentiss,  October  28,  there  were  298  inmates  in  the  Rains- 
ford  branch  almshouse,  all  men,  and  none  of  them  insane,  but 
many  hospital  patients  from  various  diseases,  who  occupy  the 
old  stone  hospital.  On  the  day  of  the  visit  40  patients 
were  there,  and  the  beds  were  nearly  all  full.  At  Deer  Island, 
on  the  same  day,  Dr.  Prentiss  found  only  115  inmates  in  the 
almshouse  department,  although  there  were  81G  in  different 
buildings  on  the  island.  Of  this  number  (115),  5G  were  women 
in  the  hospital,  and  48  children  in  the  nursery.  The  Charles- 
town  almshouse  has  been  retained  for  men  and  women,  with 
very  little  change  since  the  annexation  of  that  city  to  P>oston  in 
1873,  while  the  Roxbmy  almshouse  has  been  remodelled  and 
enlarged  for  the  Marcella  Street  Home.  The  almshouses  at 
Brighton  and  Dorchester  were  discontinued  at  annexation. 

The  institutions  above  named  are  designed  only  for  sane  de- 
pendents ;     the    insane  chargeable   to  the  city  are  supported,  in 
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part,  at  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital,  but  the  greater  number  at  the 
State  establishments.  In  each  of  the  Boston  almshouses,  however, 
insane  persons,  quiet  and  harmless,  are  occasionally  found ;  and 
sometimes  a  person  violently  insane  is  kept  at  Deer  Island,  or 
elsewhere,  for  a  time,  until  removed  to  some  hospital.  Of  the  four 
almshouses  above  named,  those  on  the  island  were  visited  by  Dr. 
Prentiss,  October  28,  as  mentioned  ;  the  Charlestown  almshouse, 
July  19  ;  and  the  Austin  Farm,  July  29.  In  all  these  5  insane 
persons  were  found,  all  women  ;  the  whole  number  of  almshouse 
inmates,  on  the  clays  of  visitation,  being  721  ;  346  men,  327 
women  and  48  children.  At  present,  the  number  is  much  larger, 
and  some  of  these  almshouses  are  liable  to  be  crowded  in  the  win- 
ter season.  December  18,  there  were  845  inmates  in  these  alms- 
houses, 421  men  and  boys  and  424  women  and  girls  ;  and  during 
January  the  number  may  go  up  to  950.  In  the  Marcella  Street 
Home.  December  18,  there  were  300  children,  192  boys  and  108 
girls,  which  was  less  than  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  August  7, 
when  there  were  208  boys  and  109  girls,  or  317  in  all.  The  de- 
crease here  was  in  pauper  boys  ;  the  neglected  children  remaining 
about  the  same  in  December  as  in  August.  The  greater  part  of 
the  women  in  the  Boston  almshouses  are  at  Austin  Farm,  but  120 
were  in  the  Charlestown  almshouse  December  18,  the  whole  num- 
ber in  both  establishments  being  then  344,  as  against  271  in  July, 
when  the  visitation  was  made. 

The  Charlestown  almshouse  is  a  four-story  brick  building,  with 
two  short  wings,  erected,  in  1849,  on  the  north  side  of  Mystic 
River,  with  about  three  acres  of  land.  It  is  100  feet  by  45,  and 
has  capacity  for  about  150  inmates,  but  has  not  been  kept  in  the 
best  repair.     It  now  contains  both  men  and  women. 

The  Austin  Farm  buildings  are  on  a  farm  of  50  acres,  between 
Blue  Hill  Avenue  and  Canterbury  Street,  Roxbury.  They  are  en- 
tirely of  wood,  and  include  the  old  mansion  house,  with  two  exten- 
sive additions  of  three  stories,  well  built,  the  latest  in  1880.  Its 
capacity  is  200.  The  farming  is  done  by  men  from  Rainsford,  and 
the  necessary  barns  and  appliances  are  provided  on  a  liberal 
scale. 

The  Marcella  Street  Home,  though  not  an  almshouse,  may  here 
be  mentioned,  since  it  relieves  the  Boston  almshouses  of  several 
hundred  children,  who  must  otherwise  be  kept  in  them,  or  boarded 
out  in  families.  The  original  building  was  opened  in  1829,  as  the 
Roxbury  almshouse;   it   has   been   gradually   extended,    and  the 
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latest  additions  were  completed  in  1881  ;  it  now  has  a  capacity,  in 
all,  for  about  350  children  of  both  sexes  ;  about  two-thirds  of  these 
are  boys.  The  average  age  is  under  ten  3-ears,  being  kept  down 
in  part  by  the  discharges  for  some  time  past  exceeding  the  rate  of 
admission.  The  number,  August  7,  was  less  than  formerly  (319), 
of  whom  193  were  paupers  (131  boys,  52  girls)  and  134  neglected 
children  (77  boys,  57  girls).  Two  paupers  are  here  from  Deer 
Island  to  serve  as  tailor  and  baker. 

The  classification  of  the  poor  in  the  Boston  almshouses  is  now 
much  better  than  it  was  twenty  years  ago,  when  the  Board  of 
Chanties  made  an  incomplete  inspection  of  the  city  and  town  alms- 
houses ;  but  it  might  still  be  improved  by  the  removal  of  the  pau- 
pers at  Deer  Island,  from  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  pris- 
oners there,  and  by  the  establishment  of  an  asylum  for  the  chronic 
insane.  These  are  now  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  cit}r,  in 
the  State  hospitals,  to  the  number  of  at  least  500,  including  many 
epileptic,  demented  and  filtlry  patients,  who  burden  the  hospital 
wards,  and  who  could  better  be  cared  for  in  such  a  local  asylum, 
properly  classified.  Such  an  institution  would  also  prevent  the 
necessity  of  removing  from  the  city  many  demented  persons  who 
are  now  sent  to  distant  hospitals  at  considerable  expense  of  trans- 
portation, and  awa}r  from  their  friends. 


Chelsea.  Pop.,  1880,  21,7S2.  Vol.,  1884,  $18,103,497.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $10,G80;  cost  of  fall  support  in  families,  $2,100;  cost  of  hospital 
support  $4,100 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $4,500. 

While  Chelsea  continued  a  town,  an  almshouse  was  maintained. 
On  becoming  a  city  this  method  of  support  was  abandoned  for  that 
of  boarding  in  private  families,  with  a  view  to  greater  economy. 
There  has  been  difficulty  of  late  years  in  finding  suitable  boarding 
places  for  paupers,  and  there  is  a  growing  tendency  towards  the 
re-establishment  of  an  almshouse.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss, 
September  10, 18  persons, —  6  men,  8  women,  2  boys  and  2  girls, — 
were  supported  in  families.  No  insane  arc  supported  except  at  the 
lunatic  hospitals.  Full  and  partial  support  are  in  charge  of  an 
agent,  Benjamin  Dodge,  who  has  served  for  many  3  ears.  Stated 
relief  is  given  chiefly  in  the  form  of  rent,  and  support  in  the  form 
of  board,  sometimes  with  relatives,  at  a  cost  exceeding  $2  a 
week. 
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Revere.  Pop.,  1880,  2,263.  Vol.,  1884,  $2,983,950.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,264;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $364;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $396;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $500, 

No  almshouse  ;  and  when  visited  by  Mrs.  Fisher,  September  24, 
there  were  but  3  persons  fully  supported,  a  feeble-minded  man, 
and  2  children,  a  boy  and  girl.  These  are  boarded  in  different 
familes  at  $2.50  and  $3.00  a  week.  The  insane  supported  by  the 
town  are  sent  to  hospitals. 


Winthrop.  Pop.,  1880,  1,043.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,951,170.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $520 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $96 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $425. 

No  almshouse  ;  when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  October  17, 
there  was  but  one  person  fully  supported,  a  man  who  was  boarding 
in  East  Boston  at  $3  a  week.  Several  families  were  partially 
supported,  including  a  few  children.  The  insane  are  sent  to  hos- 
pitals. 


WORCESTEE  COUNTY.     Pop.,  1880,226,897.     Vol.,  1884,  $144,133,325. 
Net  cost  of  pauperism,  $188,089. 

I  Ashburnham.  Pop.,  1880,  1,666.  Val.,  1884,  $939,104.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2,004 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $992 ;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $188 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


The  almshouse,  built  in  1857,  is  1|  miles  from  the  village,  on  the 
road  to  Gardner.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  23,  there 
were  more  inmates  than  usual,  11,  none  of  whom  are  reckoned 
insane,  but  one  woman  is  idiotic,  and  there  was  one  girl  of  10,  in 
feeble  health.  The  superintendent  is  W.  A.  Corbett,  here  since 
April  1,  salary  $300.  Six  of  the  inmates  were  men,  and  4  women. 
The  condition  of  the  house  was  good. 

Athol.  Pop.,  1880,  4,307.  Val.,  1884,  $2,508,007.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,328 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $756 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$281 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,200. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1849,  is  2  miles  east  of  the  village,  — a 
large  wooden  building,  the  newer  portion  built  six  years  ago,  and 
containing,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  24,  6  inmates,  —  3  men, 
2  women  and  a  boy  of  12,  —  the  latter  sentenced  to  the  almshouse 
as  a  truant  for  one  year.     One  man  is  insane,  J.  W.  S.,  52,  form- 
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erly  violent,  but  now  elemented  and  harmless.  The  superintendent 
is  J.  R.  Peirce,  here  8  years,  salary  $400  ;  he  lives  in  the  old  por- 
tion of  the  buildings  and  carries  on  the  farm  of  110  acres,  which 
is  quite  productive.  The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  and 
the  same  is  true  of  the  management. 


Auburn.  Pop.,  1880,  1,317.  Vol.,  1884,  $487,421.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,3G5;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $577;  of  support  iu  hospitals, 
$572;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

No  almshouse,  although  the  overseers  are  in  favor  of  one,  think- 
ing that  many  who  now  call  for  aid  would  be  unwilling  to  go  to  an 
almshouse.  The  people  however  oppose  it,  and  the  boarding-out 
S3Tstem  prevails.  There  are  but  few  cases  of  full  support ;  when 
visited  by  E.  I.  White,  August  16,  only  one  in  town,  who  boarded 
with  P.  Fitzgerald,  at  $2  a  week. 

Barre.  Pop.,  1880,  2,419.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,482,055.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,415;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $994;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $425. 

The  Barre  almshouse,  built  many  years  ago,  was  burned  about 
1873,  and  the  present  house  was  built  in  its  place,  on  a  farm  of 
more  than  300  acres,  1£  miles  south-east  of  the  village,  on  the  road 
to  Worcester.  It  is  of  wood,  looks  like  a  large  hotel,  and  has 
nearly  50  rooms,  all  in  excellent  condition  and  well  kept.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  August  10,  there  were  but  14  inmates,  and 
the  house  was  hardly  a  third  full.  Six  were  men,  ranging  in  age 
from  31  to  97  ;  6  women,  from  19  to  63,  and  two  boys  of  1  and  3 
years, — the  younger  with  his  mother,  a  young  woman  of  20, — 
the  other  an  orphan.  None  are  called  insane,  but  one  man  and 
(me  woman  are  weak-minded.  Superintendent,  Edward  Granger, 
here  5  years,  salary  $450.  His  management  is  good  in  all 
respects. 

Berlin.  Pop.,  1880,  977.  Val.,  1884,  $483,909.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $939;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $510;  of  support  iu  hospi- 
tals, $142;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $300. 

No  almshouse  ;  the  poor  are  boarded  in  families  in  this  or  other 
towns,  and  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  October  29,  there  were 
5  fully  supported, — one  man,  2  women  and  2  boys  of  4  and 
1  year.  One  woman,  O.  B.,  39,  formerly  at  Worcester,  is  insane, 
and  boards  in  a  family  at  $3  a  week  ;  one  man  is  also  insane,  — 
A.   P.,  61,  who  is  blind  too,  and  boards  elsewhere  at  $3  a  week. 
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The  mother  of  the  youngest  boy  boards  with  him  in  Marlborough  ; 
the  other  boy  boards  for  $1.70  a  week.  They  seem  to  be  well 
cared  for.  There  is  an  insane  man  living  in  Berlin  with  his 
brother,  and  supported  by  his  own  property. 


Blackstone.     Pop.,  1880,  4,907.      Vol.,  $2,276,922.     Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$7,172;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,996;     of  support  in  hospitals, 
;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $3,600. 


The  almshouse  is  new,  and  stands  on  a  farm  of  100  acres,  2^- 
miles  from  the  Waterford  Station,  and  as  far  from  "  IVI ill vi lie,"  — 
a  large  wooden  house,  in  good  condition.  The  old  house  stands 
across  the  road,  and  is  used  for  bad  cases,  contagious  diseases,  etc. 
There  is  a  good  bath-room,  with  hot  and  cold  water,  etc.,  and  the 
sanitary  conditions  are  good ;  but  there  is  no  complete  separation 
of  the  sexes,  and  the  drainage  was  not  good,  when  visited  by 
E.  I.  White,  August  1.  At  that  time  there  were  39  inmates,  —  15 
men,  12  women,  and  12  children.  Of  these,  4  are  insane, —  one 
man,  E.  M.,  and  3  women,  — -,M.  W.,  60,  J.  R.,  43,  and  M.  C. 
One  woman  is  secluded  most  of  the  time,  and  her  husband  takes 
care  of  her ;  the  others  are  quiet,  but  it  is  not  advisable  to  keep 
more  than  the  present  number  of  insane  here,  under  the  present 
management,  —  which  is  not  strict  or  efficient  enough.  Superin- 
tendent, H.  G.  O.  Brown,  here  2  years,  salary 


Bolton.  Pop.,  1880,  903.  Vol.,  1884,  $482,377.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,007;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,007;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $30. 

The  almshouse  is  a  mile  south  of  the  village,  on  the  road  to 
Berlin,  and  3  miles  from  Hudson  Station  ;  a  two-story  farm-house, 
bought  20  3'ears  ago,  and  now  needing  repairs.  The  arrangement 
is  inconvenient,  and  the  sexes  not  well  separated,  nor  was  the 
house,  when  visited  by  Dr.  Prentiss,  October  29,  in  very  good 
order.  There  were  then  7  inmates,  —  3  men,  2  women,  a  boy  of  11 
(feeble-minded) ,  and  a  girl  of  6.  Two  are  insane, —  a  man,  J.  W., 
30,  who  is  demented,  but  sometimes  violent,  and  who  was  found 
working  in  the  fields  with  shackles  on  to  prevent  his  running  away  ; 
and  a  woman,  A.  M.,  47,  who  works  about  the  house,  but  is  some- 
times nois}'.  The  man  sleeps  in  a  cage  or  crib  cell,  in  a  second-story 
room,  and  the  woman  in  the  attic,  and  neither  of  the  rooms  were 
found  in  good  condition.     The  water  supply  is  insufficient,  and  the 
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drainage  imperfect.  Superintendent,  Philip  Atwood,  here  since 
April  (having  previously  kept  the  Concord  almshouse  for  a  year) , 
salary  $300. 


Boylston.  Pop.,  1880,  854.  Veil,  1884,  $495,450.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $587;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $135;  of  support  in  hospitals 
$191 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $170. 

The  town  almshouse,  a  large  building  containing  20  rooms, 
stands  on  the  road  to  Northborough  and  Shrewsbury,  half  a  mile 
east  of  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  premises  are  well  kept,  inside 
and  out,  and  have  nothing  of  an  almshouse  aspect.  Superintend- 
ent, Frank  Bates,  here  3  years,  salary  $312.  When  visited  by 
Dr.  Allen,  September  5,  there  were  3  inmates,  —  all  men ;  one,  91 
years  old,  in  good  health,  and  one,  F.  W.,  22,  epileptic,  who  has 
been  in  the  Worcester  hospital.     No  insane  in  hospitals. 


Brookfield.  Pop.,  1880,  2,820.  Val.,  1884,  $1,243,446.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,782;  cost  of  almshouse  support  $1,691;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $346 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


The  almshouse  stands  3  miles  west  of  the  village,  on  the  Brim  field 
road  ;  an  old  house,  bought  in  1873  and  then  enlarged  ;  since  kept  in 
good  repair  and  decently  furnished.  As  in  former  years,  the  sani- 
tary conditions  are  not  good,  and  the  well-water  is  in  danger  of 
being  polluted  by  the  drainage.  Superintendent,  W.  Graham,  here 
for  years,  salary  $400.  The  farm  is  large  and  productive,  and  the 
management  in  general  good.  When  visited  b}-  Dr.  Prentiss,  Sep- 
tember 17,  there  were  10  inmates, —  3  men,  7  women, —  2  of  whom 
are  partially  supported  by  West  Brookfield.  Four  of  the  women 
are  insane, —  B.  A.,  87,  R.  H.,  70,  E.  B,  49,  E.  II. ;  the  3  last  have 
been  at  Worcester,  and  2  of  them  are  occasionall}7  troublesome  and 
secluded  ;  at  the  time  of  the  visit,  E.  H.  was  under  restraint. 


Charlton.  Pop.,  1880,  1,900.  Val,  1884,  $965,640.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism,  $1,939;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $637 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$228  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $550. 

The  almshouse  is  near  "  Milward's,"  about  3  miles  from  Roch- 
dale Station;  built  in  1871,  a  wooden  house  of  two  stories  with 
two  wings.  There  fs  no  complete  separation  of  the  sexes  ;  the 
sanitary  conditions  are  generally  good.  When  visited  by  Dr. 
Prentiss,  September    19,  there  were   7   inmates, —  3    men  and  4 
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women,  —  all  but  one  over  65,  and  three  of  them  over  80.  One 
woman  may  be  called  insane  and  one  man  is  certainly  so, 
W.  H.  A.,  65.  He  works  and  is  easy  to  manage,  but  is  full  of 
delusions  ;  hi3  room  was  in  some  disorder.  He  is  half  supported 
by  State  aid.  Superintendent,  Edward  Cudworth,  here  since 
April,  before  that  at  Oxlord  for  a  year ;  his  management  seems 
efficient. 


Clinton.  Pop.,  1880,8,029.  Vol.,  1884,  $5,125,543.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $5,680;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,041 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$2,235  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,000. 

The  almshouse  stands  a  little  west  of  the  railroad,  outside  the 
village,  and  near  the  town  cemetery,  of  which  the  superintendent 
takes  charge.  It  is  an  old  wooden  house,  built  in  1831,  lately 
repaired,  and  in  good  condition,  but  small  for  so  large  a  popula- 
tion, and  in  many  ways  inconvenient.  When  visited  by  F.  B. 
Sanborn,  May  23,  there  were  but  4  inmates,  all  men.  The  super- 
intendent, L.  H.  Parker,  here  one  year,  and  before  that  at  the 
Harvard  and  Groton  almshouses,  is  an  efficient  man,  and  the  place 
is  well  managed.  The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  and 
of  late  a  bath-room  has  been  built,  so  that  the  inmates  can  bathe 
in  comfort.  None  of  the  inmates  are  insane,  and  all  are  well  cared 
for.  Mr.  Parker's  salary  is  $600,  of  which  $400  is  for  the  ceme- 
tery, and  $200  for  the  almshouse.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
December  31,  there  were  8  inmates,  —  5  men,  a  woman  with  her 
boy  of  2  years,  and  another  woman. 


Dana.  Pop.,  1880,  736.  Vol.,  1884,  $264,892.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$1,119;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $386;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $750. 

Dana  had  no  almshouse  in  1865,  but  now  makes  use  of  one,  — 
a  large  wooden  house,  a  mile  from  the  village,  on  the  Petersham 
road,  with  a  farm  of  130  acres.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen, 
August  8,  there  were  but  3  inmates,  —  one*  man,  one  woman,  and 
a  boy  of  12,  who  had  been  placed  out,  but  did  not  stay.  The  alms- 
house has  a  new  superintendent  almost  every  year,  —  this  year 
James  S.  Symonds,  salary  $250,  whose  management  seemed  good. 
None  of  the  inmates  were  insane,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  were 
good. 
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Douglas.  Pop.,  1880,  2,241.  Val.,  1884,  $1,053,427.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3,873;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $655;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $217  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,700. 

The  almshouse  stands  near  the  Douglas  station  of  the  N.  Y.  & 
N.  E.  R.  R.,  2J  miles  from  the  principal  village,  East  Douglas  be- 
ing 2J  miles  distant.  It  is  a  wooden  house,  with  a  home-like 
appearance,  and  very  well  kept.  The  sanitary  conditions  are 
good,  except  the  drainage,  which  could  be  improved.  The  super- 
intendent is  G.  D.  Adams,  here  6  years,  salar}T  $400 ;  by  whom 
the  farm  has  been  greatly  improved.  When  visited  by  E.  I. 
White,  June  6,  there  were  10  inmates,  —  5  men,  5  women.  Three 
are  epileptics,  2  men  and  1  woman,  —  one  of  the  men,  A.  G-.,  55, 
is  insane,  and  wears  shackles  to  keep  him  from  running  away.  He 
had  run  away  June  5,  and  was  then  locked  in  his  room  as  a  pun- 
ishment. 


Dudley.  Pop.,  1880,  2,803.  Val,  1884,  $949,750.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,375;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $438;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$185  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $550. 

The  almshouse  stands  in  a  bleak  location,  at  some  distance  from 
the  village  ;  an  old-fashioned  farm-house,  repaired  in  1881,  and  now 
in  good  condition,  and  well  managed,  being  very  clean  throughout. 
The  drainage  and  other  sanitary  conditions  at  present  are  good ; 
the  cellar  dry  and  in  order.  The  superintendent,  D.  L.  Bullard, 
here  since  April,  1883,  salary  $300,  is  young  and  active.  When 
visited  by  E.  I.  White,  June  5,  there  were  4  inmates,  —  3  men,  1 
woman.  One  man  is  epileptic.  The  house  could  easily  accommo- 
date a  larger  number ;  its  secluded  location  is  the  only  objection- 
able feature. 


Fitciiburg.  Pop.,  1880,  12,429.  Fa?.,.  1884,  $11,054,378.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $14,674;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $5,670;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $2,398  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $6,500. 

The  city  almshouse  has  been  insufficient  in  accommodation  for 
some  years,  and  is  to  be  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  special 
building  for  the  insane.  It  has  been  twice  visited,  by  Dr.  Allen  in 
June  and  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  September  13,  the  number  of  inmates 
at  the  last  visit  being  57,  of  whom  3  were  insane,  —  all  women  :  J. 
D.,  55,  formerly  in  the  Worcester  hospital,  is  usually  quiet,  but 
has  periods  of  being  violent  and  troublesome ;  C.  B.,  G7,  in 
Worcester  for  14  years,  is  harmless  ;  M.  W.,  75,  demented.     Four 
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men  and  3  women  are  weak-minded,  and  one  of  the  women  blind 
also.  Of  the  57  inmates,  31  were  men,  17  women  and  11  children, 
—  8  boys,  3  girls  (one  an  infant) ,  here  with  their  mothers,  and 
attending  school.  The  water  supply  and  drainage  are  good,  and 
the  sanitary  conditions  generally  satisfactory.  The  almshouse 
stands  a  mile  south  of  the  station  on  the  road  to  Leominster  on  a 
farm  of  100  acres.  The  superintendent,  here  since  April,  1884, 
salary  $550,  manages  well,  but  the  insane  cannot  be  properly  cared 
for  in  the  present  building.  The  new  building,  for  their  use  as 
well  as  other  almshouse  purposes,  will  contain  40  rooms  and  is  esti- 
mated to  cost  $10,000.  The  present  buildings  have  been  crowded 
for  a  year  past. 


Gardner.  Pop.,  1880,  4,988.  Vol.,  1884,  $3,151,753.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $4,404;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,181;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$388;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,650. 

The  town  almshouse  is  2^  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  near 
the  road  to  Winchester.  It  is  a  large  establishment,  made  up  of 
several  houses,  with  over  30  rooms.  The  farm  is  large  —  240 
acres  —  but  only  25  are  cultivated.  The  superintendent,  Elijah 
Bemis,  here  4  years,  salar}7,  $475,  appears  to  manage  well.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  23,  1884,  25  inmates  were  found,  13  of 
whom  were  children  ;  most  of  them  go  to  school ;  but  few  ought 
to  remain  here.  Of  the  other  12  inmates,  7  men  and  5  women, 
3  were  insane  and  2  idiotic.  The  insane  man  is  W.  W.,  60, 
here  for  20  3'ears  and  previously  at  Worcester ;  is  sometimes 
excited  and  is  then  locked  in  his  room.  Of  the  2  insane  women, 
A.  B.,  46,  is  demented  from  epilepsy,  and  M.  L.,  68,  is  trouble- 
some. 

Grafton.  Pop.,  1880,4,030.  Val.,  1884,  $2,241,223.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $4,699;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,515;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $393;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,650. 

The  almshouse  is  a  mile  west  of  New  England  Village  and  near- 
est to  the  North  Grafton  Station  ;  it  has  lately  been  enlarged  and 
repaired,  but  much  of  the  enlargement  remains  unused.  There  are 
10  new  lodging-rooms,  a  new  dining-room,  kitchen,  pantry,  etc. 
When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  June  26,  there  were  14  inmates, — 
7  men  and  7  women.  One  man  is  insane.  A  portion  of  the  old 
house  is  very  dilapidated  and  should  be  repaired  to  correspond 
with  the  rest.     The  house  is  supplied  with  abundant  water ;  and 
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heated  in  part  by  a  furnace.  The  sanitary  conditions  have  been 
improved,  but  the  privies  still  need  attention.  The  bedding  was 
good  and  clean.  There  is  no  proper  egress  in  case  of  fire,  from 
the  sleeping-rooms,  the  only  way  out  being  a  narrow  winding  stair- 
way. The  inmates  are  well  fed,  —  meat  twice  a  day,  tea,  coffee, 
sugar,  butter  and  milk  as  they  need.  The  superintendent,  H.  M. 
I/von,  here  since  April  1,  salary  $400,  was  formerly  superin- 
tendent of  the  Westminster  and  Charlton  almshouses.  The  farm 
of  about  two  hundred  acres  is  quite  fertile.  The  insane  man,  J. 
H.,  70,  is  quiet  and  harmless,  and  the  whole  establishment  well 
managed. 


Hard  wick.  Pop.,  1880,  2,233.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,144,760.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,775 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $650 ;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $189  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $950. 

The  almshouse  is  3  miles  north-west  of  the  village,  on  a  road  to 
Gilbertville  ;  a  large  wooden  house  with  a  new  barn,  and  a  farm 
of  130  acres.  The  house,  which  is  clean  and  well  kept  (superin- 
tendent, E.  H.  Proctor,  here  2  years,  salary  $350),  with  room  for 
25  inmates,  had  only  one, —  an  old  woman, —  when  visited  by  Dr. 
Allen,  August  6.  In  1864,  there  were  14  inmates,  of  whom  4 
were  insane  persons,  reported  in  this  almshouse  ;  now,  no  insane, 
and  only  one  supported  by  the  town  in  hospitals. 


Harvard.  Pop.,  1880,  1,253.  Veil.,  1884,  $904,217.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $720;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $401;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$188 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

The  almshouse,  built  about  1872,  is  two  miles  north  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  near  the  "Shaker  Village,"  —  a  wooden  house  witi 
room  for  15  inmates ;  but  when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  September 
18,  contained  5, —  3  men  and  2  women.  One  man  is  insane, 
W.  T.,  71,  but  quiet  and  does  much  work;  another  is  epileptic, 
and  the  third  weak-minded;  one  of  the  women  is  idiotic.  In  1864 
there  were  13  inmates  here,  5  of  whom  were  called  insane.  It  is  a 
well-kept  house  ;  the  new  superintendent,  a  farmer  from  Vermont, 
W.  E.  King,  salary  $375,  takes  the  place  of  Mr.  Parker  who  has 
gone  to  Clinton  almshouse. 
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Holden,  Pop.,  1880,  2,499.  Vol.,  1884,  $1,024,035.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,731;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $890;  of  support  iu  hospitals, 
$195 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $650. 

The  almshouse,  2  miles  east  of  the  station,  and  a  little  south  of 
main  road  to  Worcester,  is  a  large  wooden  house  with  new  out- 
buildings, and  was  itself  built  since  1870.  Superintendent,  C.  A. 
Watson,  here  one  year,  salary  $375.  This  house  has  been  twice 
visited,  by  E.  I.  White,  June  7,  and  by  Dr.  Allen,  September  5  ; 
at  the  first  date  there  were  8  inmates ;  at  the  second  9, —  3  men 
and  6  women;  of  the  latter,  2  were  insane, —  M.  B.,  57,  formerly 
of  Worcester,  and  harmless,  except  that  she  writes  verses,  now  sup- 
ported by  her  brother ;  and  M.  P.,  47,  who  is  demented.  Another 
woman  is  weak-minded.  In  1864  there  were  17  in  the  old  alms- 
house, of  whom  2  were  insane.  The  superintendent  is  without 
previous  experience,  but  the  house  is  well  kept  and  the  sanitary 
conditions  improving. 

Hubbardston.  Pop.,  1880,  1,386.  Val.,  1884,  $735,590.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $790;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $509;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

This  almshouse  was  built  in  1850,  but  has  a  wing  which  is  much 
older,  where  most  of  the  inmates  lodge,  and  which  is  unfit  for 
occupation  in  its  present  condition.  Dr.  Allen,  who  visited  it, 
June  -,  and  found  9  inmates, —  3  men,  3  women,  and  3  boys, — 
says,  "  The  rooms  in  the  ell  are  small,  low-studded,  dark,  and  the 
air  is  offensive  in  those  near  the  vaults  ;  the  roof  leaks,  and  the 
privies  are  in  bad  condition."  The  superintendent,  F.  H.  Davis, 
here  3  years,  salary  $350,  does  the  best  he  can,  but  the  town 
should  furnish  better  buildings.  None  of  the  inmates  are  called 
insane  ;  the  two  youngest  boys,  J.  W.,  14,  and  G.  W.,  4,  are  here 
with  their  mother.     There  is  a  farm  of  nearly  200  acres. 

Lancaster.  Pop.,  1880,  2,008.  Val,  1884,  $2,171,681;  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $3,182;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,384;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$250 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $600. 

The  old  almshouse  of  Lancaster,  built  about  1 830,  and  standing 
a  mile  or  more  west  of  the  railroad,  towards  Leominster,  was 
burned  in  1883,  and  the  present  house,  a  large  brick  one,  capable 
of  receiving  40  inmates,  and  built  in  the  most  substantial  manner, 
with  new  barns,  etc.,  was  opened  in  May,  1884,  at  a  cost,  for 
buildings  and  furniture,  of  nearly  $30,000.     When  visited  by  F.  B. 
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Sanborn,  May  23,  it  contained  8  inmates, —  3  men,  2  women,  and 
3  children, —  and  was  in  perfect  order,  with  a  new  superintendent, 
C.  G-.  Carter,  salary  $400.  December  31,  9  inmates, — 4  men, 
(one  insane),  2  women,  2  boys,  1  girl. 

Leicester.  Pop.,  1880,  2,779.  Val.,  1884,  $1,713,452.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $3,420;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,211 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $565;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,650. 

The  Leicester  almshouse  is  1\  miles  north  of  the  village,  just  off 
the  road  to  Paxton,  a  wooden  house,  formerly  a  private  resi- 
dence, re-modelled,  but  not  well  adapted  for  an  almshouse,  and  too 
small  for  the  present  number  of  inmates.  There  is  no  complete 
separation  of  the  sexes.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  good,  and 
the  house  and  inmates  well  cared  for  by  the  superintendent,  George 
Black,  here  20  years,  salary  $400.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White, 
July  10,  there  were  13  inmates,  —  5  men,  7  women,  and  one  boy  of 
13,  who  attends  school.  Three  are  insane, — 2  men,  M.  C,  42,  and 
H.  T.,  81  ;  and  a  woman  C.  C,  51,  recently  from  Danvers  hospi- 
tal, who  is  sometimes  violent ;  the  others  are  quiet  and  harmless. 

Leominster.  Pop.,  1880,  5,772.  Val.,  1884, .  $3,813,418.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $5,057;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,426;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $412;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,200. 

The  town  almshouse,  a  mile  south  of  Leominster  Centre,  on  the 
road  to  Sterling,  is  well  built,  and  well  managed  by  the  superinten- 
dent, H.  W.  Powell,  salary  $550,  who  has  been  here  7  years.  The 
rooms  are  clean,  light  and  airy  ;  the  drainage  good,  and  water  sup- 
ply ample.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  16,  there  were  10 
inmates  present,  —  4  men,  4  women,  and  2  girls,  sisters,  C.  C,  8, 
and  C.  C,  6.  One  man,  A.  L.  L.,  57,  is  insane,  and  2  women,  B. 
McD.,  63,  formerly  in  the  Worcester  hospital,  and  C.  D.  S.,  78. 
W.  J.  S.,  22,  is  feeble-minded  ;  the  other  inmates  are  very  old  ;  all 
are  contented  and  well  cared  for. 


Lunenburg.  Pop.,  1880,  1,101.  Val.,  1884,  $678,140.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,973;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $S52;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $560;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $200. 

The  almshouse,  an  old  building  in  tolerable  repair,  stands  a  mile 
south-east  of  the  village,  on  the  road  to  Shirley.  The  drainage 
and  water  supply  are  good,  but  a  mill-pond  near  by  is  often  offen- 
sive in  summer.  The  house  needs  improvement  and  more  efficient 
management  by  the  superintendent,  L.  D.  Crockett,  who  has   been 
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here  10  }Tears,  salarjT  $325.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  16, 
5  inmates  were  found,  all  upwards  of  60,  and  2  insane,  — a  man, 
S.  C,  60,  formerly  in  the  Worcester  hospital,  and  a  woman,  E.  D., 
74,  occasionally  noisy  and  violent,  but  never  restrained,  who  has 
been  insane  nearly  all  her  life.  The  men  do  some  work  on  the 
farm,  which  is  small  and  little  cultivated. 


Mendon.  Pop.,  1880,  $1,094.  Val,  1884,  $573,318.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,241 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $418;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $825. 

No  almshouse ;  the  paupers  being  boarded  with  Davis  Hill,  a 
mile  from  Mendon  Centre,  for  $3  a  week  each,  the  town  providing 
bedding  and  clothing.  The  provision  is  liberal  and  should  insure 
good  diet  and  kind  care.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  August 
31,4  paupers  were  found  there,  all  over  80,  none  looking  very 
neat,  and  one,  offensive  by  reason  of  disease,  quartered  in  the 
barn,  where  he  sleeps  on  a  hay-mow,  summer  and  winter.  One 
woman,  O.  H.,  80,  is  insane ;  here  with  her  sister. 

Milfobd.  Pop.,  1880,  9,310.  Val,  1884,  $5,237,390.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $11,833;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,955  ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $1,610;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $6,800. 

The  almshouse  is  a  large,  two-storied  wooden  house  with  an  ell,  on 
Asylum  St.,  2\  miles  from  the  station  at  Milford  Centre.  It  stands 
on  a  farm  of  100  acres,  with  good  drainage  and  abundant  water 
supply.  The  house  was  in  good  order  when  visited  fly  Dr.  Pren- 
tiss, November  20,  the  large  dry  cellars  well  stocked  with  farm 
produce,  and  the  inmates  well  clothed  and  well  cared  for.  The 
rooms  are  scantily  furnished,  and  need  somp  repairs ;  there  is  no 
complete  provision  for  separating  the  sexes.  When  visited,  there 
were  28  inmates, — 17  men,  8  women,  2  boys  and  1  girl.  The  chil- 
dren were  at  school ;  one,  J.  M.,  10,  is  not  very  bright,  and  T.  S., 
10,  and  M.  S.,  8  (brother  and  sister),  have  intemperate  parents. 
None  are  insane ;  several  are  blind  or  crippled,  and  one  feeble- 
minded. The  superintendent,  Lewis  Phipps,  here  one  year,  salary 
$800,  is  a  good  manager.  He  succeeds  one  of  the  former  Over- 
seers, who  kept  the  almshouse  awhile,  during  his  service  as  Over- 
seer. 
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Millbury.  Pop.,  18S0,  4,741.  Veil,  1884,  $2,295,414.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $2, 985  ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $ 969  ;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $504;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $1,300. 

The  almshouse  is  in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  a  mile  from 
Storie's  Crossing,  on  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  R.  R.  ;  originally 
a  farm-house,  and  still  inconvenient,  though  much  money  has  been 
spent  in  improvements.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  good  ;  the 
farm  sterile  and  little  cultivated.  The  superintendent,  David 
Earnshaw  (here  two  years,  salary  $400),  was  formerly  at  the 
Pine  Farm  Reformatory  in  Newton,  and  is  a  good  manager.  When 
visited  by  E.  I.  White,  8  inmates  were  found, —  5  men,  3  women, — 
one  of  whom  is  feeble-minded,  but  none  insane.  Five  are  over  80, 
and  generally  feeble,  2  being  confined  in  bed ;  3  of  the  men  are 
able  to  work. 

New  Braintree.  Pop.,  1880,  610.  Val.,  1884,  $443,965.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $569;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $494;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $75. 

No  almshouse,  and  on  the  28th  of  August  but  2  paupers,  both . 
old  women,  boarded  in  private  families  and  well  cared  for.     This 
town  formerly  had  an  almshouse  but  sold  it,  believing  it  more  ex- 
pensive than  the  present  method.     No  insane  in  town  or  at  the 
hospitals. 

Northborough.  Pop.,  1880,  1,676.  Val,  1884,  $1,094,876.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $1,640;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $927 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $500. 

The  almshouse  is  2J  miles  from  the  village,  on  the  north  side  of 
Ball  Hill,  on  the  road  to  Berlin,  an  old  farmhouse,  built  100  years 
ago,  in  good  repair.  The  cellar  needs  draining  ;  the  water  supply 
and  drainage  otherwise  are  good.  The  rooms  are  large  and  com- 
modious, the  furniture  partly  old  and  partly  new.  When  visited 
by  F.  B.  Sanborn,  November  24,  5  inmates  were  found  (none  of 
whom  were  insane) ,  2  men  and  3  women  ;  all  seemed  contented 
and  well  cared  for.  The  farm  is  large  and  profitable.  The  super- 
intendent, Mr.  Place,  here  since  April  1,  receives  $400  ;  he  has 
had  no  almshouse  experience,  but  his  management  seems  fairly 
good. 

Northbridge.  Pop.,  1880,  4,053.  Val,  1884,  $2,075,729.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $4,181;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,065;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $520;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,200. 

The  Northbridge  almshouse,  three  miles  from  Whitinsville,  is  a 
large  wooden  building  in  good  repair.     The  sanitary  conditions  are 
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excellent,  and  the  whole  inside  arrangements  indicate  good 
management,  though  the  sleeping-rooms  are  too  small.  There  is  a 
farm  of  225  acres.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  June  6,  4  in- 
mates were  found,  2  men,  2  women,  both  the  latter  insane,  but 
quiet  and  harmless,  —  M.  M.,  60,  and  M.  S.,  50.  The  superin- 
tendent is  Peleg  Spooner,  here  since  April  1 ,  salary 


North  Brookfield.  Pop.,  1880,  4,459.  Val.,  1884,  $1,851,273.  Net 
cost  of  pauperism,  $1,799;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $880;  of  support 
in  hospitals,  $197;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief, 


The  almshouse  stands  a  mile  south  of  the  village,  on  a 
cross-road  between  the  roads  leading  to  East  and  South  Brookfield, 
an  old  house,  built  in  1810,  but  kept  clean  and  comfortable.  The 
sanitary  conditions  are  fairly  good ;  the  water  supply  ample,  but 
not  }^et  brought  into  the  house.  The  farm  is  large  and  well  man- 
aged by  the  superintendent,  W.  E.  Huse,  here  since  April  1,  sal- 
ary $350,  who  is  a  practical  farmer.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Pren- 
tiss, September  17,  there  were  3  inmates,  2  men,  one  of  whom, 
A.  M.,  77,  is  demented,  filthy  and  sometimes  violent,  always  a 
great  care,  and  one  woman.  The  town  supports  an  insane  woman, 
J.  A.  M.,  58,  in  a  private  family  in  Russell. 


Oakham.  Pop.,  869.  Val.,  1884,  $350,492.  Net  cost  of  pauperism,  $997 ; 
cost  .of  full"  support  in  families,  $500 ;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $383 ;  net 
cost  of  out-door  relief,  $130. 

No  almshouse,  and  few  paupers.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen, 
August  9,  4  persons,  2  men  and  2  women,  were  boarded  in  private 
families,  one  in  Spencer,  with  a  brother,  the  others  in  Oakham  ;  all 
were  well  cared  for  and  comfortable. 


Oxford.     Pop.,  1880,  2,604.     Val.,  1884,  $1,338,675.     Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $4,120;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,271;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,100. 


The  Oxford  almshouse  is  between  the  Oxford  and  North  Webster 
stations,  about  two  miles  from  each.  It  is  an  old  and  dilapidated 
wooden  building,  built  in  1790,  with  ill-arranged  rooms,  which 
admit  of  no  proper  separation  of  the  sexes  ;  it  will  soon  give  way 
to  a  new  building  or  be  re-modelled.  The  sanitary  conditions  are 
bad  on  account  of  defective  drainage ;  the  water  supply  is  good. 
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The  farm,  of  200  acres,  is  not  fertile.  Superintendent,  George 
Tanner,  here  2  years,  salary  $325.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White, 
June  16,  there  were  11  inmates, — 5  men,  4  women  and  2  children. 
One  woman  is  insane,  M.  G.,  30,  evidently  failing  in  health  ;  she 
formerly  lived  in  the  superintendent's  part  of  the  house,  but  now 
with  the  other  inmates.  The  children  are  J.  R.,  11  (a  boy),  and 
E.  H.,  12  (a  girl).  Neither  have  mothers  here.  The  management 
was  fairly  good. 


Paxton.  Pop.,  1880,  592.  Vol.,  1884,  $281,110.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$654;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $620;  of  support  in  hospitals,  $0; 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $40. 

The  almshouse  is  1^-  miles  west  of  the  village,  on  the  road  to 
Barre,  —  a  large  2-storied  wooden  house,  built  about  1840.  The 
land  is  high,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  good.  Each  inmate  has 
a  separate  room;  the  house  is  well- furnished,  and  well-managed. 
Superintendent,  Henry  Buemond,  here  1^-  years,  salary  $300. 
When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  August  10,  there  were  but  6  inmates, 
the  youngest  50,  the  others  averaging  80,  —  2  men,  4  women.  H. 
A.,  61,  a  woman,  is  insane,  quiet  and  harmless,  and  one  woman 
is  feeble-minded.  An  old  man,  here  with  his  wife,  has  had  an 
offensive  disease  for  20  years,  which  renders  isolation  necessary. 


Petersham.  Pop.,  1880,  1,109.  Fa?.,  1884,  $573,987.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $1,950;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $814;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$357  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief , 


The  almshouse  is  3  miles  north  of  the  village,  upon  a  cross-road 
leading  from  the  Athol  road,  —  a  one-story  wooden  house,  70  by  35 
feet,  with  a  long  ell.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  good,  the  house 
clean  and  well-furnished.  Each  inmate  has  a  room,  and  all  seem 
well  cared  for.  There  were  5  present  when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen, 
August  10,  —  2  men,  3  women  ;  of  whom  2  are  insane,  —  a  man, 
D.  B.,  37,  formerly  at  Worcester,  with  occasional  violent  attacks, 
when  he  wears  a  strait-jacket,  but  usually  quiet  and  works  well ; 
and  a  woman,  H.  L.,  72,  quiet  and  harmless.  One  woman,  weak- 
minded,  has  been  here  many  years.  The  superintendent,  S.  G. 
Graves,  here  3  years,  salary  $350,  manages  well  for  both  the  town 
and  the  poor. 
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Phillipston.  Pop.,  1880,  621.  VaL,  1884,  $263,654.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $978 ;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $789 ;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $19  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $175. 

No  almshouse  and  few  paupers.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen, 
June  17,  2  paupers  were  supported  in  town,  and  2  in  other  towns 
with  friends.  One,  S.  D.,  ,  is  a  bad  epileptic  case,  troublesome 
to  take  care  of,  whom  it  is  proposed  to  send  to  the  Worcester  hos- 
pital.    No  insane  in  town,  and  but  one  in  hospitals. 


Princeton.  Pop.,  1880,  1,100.  VaL,  1884,  $843,888.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $327;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $183;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $125. 

The  almshouse  stands  near  the  Sterling  boundary,  3  miles  from 
Princeton  on  a  farm  of  100  acres,  —  a  large  wooden  house,  old, 
but  rebuilt,  with  room  for  10  or  12  inmates,  but  seldom  has 
more  than  three.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  September  5,  there 
were  three  inmates, — one  man,  2  women,  none  of  whom  were 
insane.  The  rooms  are  well-furnished,  clean  and  in  good  order, 
and  the  inmates  as  well  cared  for  as  in  most  private  families. 
Superintendent,  D.  W.  Partridge,  here  since  March,  salary  $300 ; 
his  management  extremely  good. 

Eoyalston.  Pop.,  1880,  1,192.  VaL,  1884,  $669,086.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $790;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $328;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $304 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $150. 

The  old  almshouse  was  given  up  more  than  20  years  ago,  because 
the  poor  could  be  provided  for  more  cheaply  in  families.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  17,  there  were  3  women  fully  supported, 
all  over  70,  and  all  in  one  family,  where  they  were  well  cared  for. 

Rutland.  Pop.,  1880,  1,059.  VaL,  1884,  $502,284.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $891;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $584;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$194;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $100. 

The  almshouse  is  3  miles  from  the  village  towards  Spencer  on  a 
farm  of  300  acres,  —  a  large  wooden  house,  built  in  1848,  with 
good  rooms,  and  among  them  a  well-furnished  "  spare- room,"  for 
the  use  of  any  friends  of  the  paupers  who  may  wish  to  spend  the 
night.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  August  9,  there  were  7  in- 
mates, —  3  men,  4  women,  —  of  whom  4  were  over  80,  2  nearly  80, 
and  the  youngest  55,  the  average  age  of  the  6  old  people  being  82 
years.     Each  had  a  separate  room,  except  one  old  couple,  who  had 
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a  large  room  with  their  own  furniture.  The  only  insane  woman, 
L.  S.,  82,  has  been  in  the  Worcester  hospital.  Dr.  Allen  considers 
this  almshouse  almost  a  model. 


Shrewsbury.  Pop.,  1880,  1,500.  Val.,  1884,  $976,505.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,256;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $651;  of  support  in  hospi- 
tals, $227 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

The  almshouse  is  on  the  old  Boston  turnpike  about  4  J-  miles  from 
Worcester,  and  1^-  miles  south  of  the  village,  an  old  house  needing 
repair  and  perhaps  to  be  replaced  soon  by  a  new  one.  When  vis- 
ited July  31,  by  E.  I.  White,  there  were  but  2  inmates,  a  man  and 
a  woman,  both  old,  and  the  woman,  E.  D.,  73,  insane.  She  is 
usually  quiet,  but  noisy  occasionally.  The  other  inmate  eats  with 
the  superintendent,  and  both  are  well  provided  for.  There  is  a 
good  supply  of  water  and  no  fault  to  find  with  the  drainage.  The 
farm,  of  about  20  acres,  is  quite  productive.  The  superintendent  is 
B.  D.  Plaisted,  here  5  years,  salary  $300.  When  this  almshouse 
was  visited  in  1832,  it  contained  13  inmates,  3  of  whom  were 
called  insane ;  in  1864  the  average  number  was  5^,  and  one  was 
insane. 

Southborough.  Pop.,  1880,  2,142.  Val,  1884,  $1,328,941.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $1,332;  cost  of  full  support  in  families,  $537;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $177 ;  net  cost  of  out-cloor  relief,  $600. 

This  town  has  twice  owned  and  sold  its  almshouse,  but  for  the 
last  13  years  has  boarded  its  poor  in  the  private  almshouse  of 
Nahum  Newton,  2  miles  southwest  of  the  Southborough  station  on 
the  Old  Colony  road,  —  a  large  and  well-kept  farm-house  which 
contained,  when  visited  by  B.  A.  Andrews,  September  2,  3  pau- 
pers, 2  men,  one  woman.  The  woman,  M.  D.,  50,  is  insane, 
and  was  formerly  at  Worcester;  she  is  epileptic  and  occupies  a 
clean  and  comfortable  room  in  the  first  story  where  she  is  gener- 
ally secluded,  but  is  well  cared  for.  One  of  the  men  is  idiotic. 
The  price  of  board  is  $3  a  week  for  2  inmates  and  $2.25  for  the 
other. 

South-bridge.  Pop.,  1880,  6,464.  Val,  1884,  $3,092,783.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $6,070;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,322;  of  support  iu 
hospitals,  $820;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $3,000. 

The  Southbridge  almshouse  stands  2£  miles  south  of  the  village. 
From  a  sanitary  and  picturesque  point  of  view  the  location  is  ex- 
cellent,—  overlooking  the  country  for  miles  around,  but  it  is  diffi- 


206         HEALTH,  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY.      [Jan. 

INSANITY    IN   MASSACHUSETTS. 

cult  of  access,  especially  in  case  of  fire,  or  in  winter,  of  a  sudden 
need  for  a  physician.  There  are  several  unoccupied  rooms ;  in 
those  occupied  each  inmate  has  a  separate  bed.  They  are  fur- 
nished in  part  by  the  inmates,  who  bring  their  old  furniture  ;  their 
beds  and  bedding  are  clean  and  comfortable.  Each  inmate  has 
weekly  a  bath  and  clean  underclothing  ;  a  room  on  the  lower  floor 
having  been  converted  into  a  bath-room,  but  not  yet  supplied  with 
water,  which  must  be  heated  in  the  kitchen  and  carried  to  the  tub. 
There  are  two  well  furnished  kitchens,  with  water  from  a  spring  of 
good  quality.  The  drainage  and  the  sanitary  conditions  might  be 
improved,,  though  not  very  bad.  The  means  for  controlling  or  ex- 
tinguishing a  fire  are  very  scanty,  as  in  most  almshouses.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Crawford,  June  21,  there  were  16  inmates,  8  men, 
8  women,  of  whom  6  are  insane,  4  men,  2  women :  —  L.  H.,  53, 
formerly  at  Worcester,  and  usually  quiet;  M.  O.,  68,  also  at 
Worcester  formerly,  both  women  ;  C.  C,  37,  formerly  at  Worces- 
ter, untidy  in  his  habits,  and  though  harmless,  often  locked  up,  to 
prevent  his  running  away ;  H.  S.,  60,  untidy  and  hard  to 
take  care  of,  occasionally  running  away  ;  L.  G.,  22,  formerly  in 
Worcester,  has  general  paralysis  ;  R.  W.,  68,  is  demented.  The  in- 
mates are  well-fed,  having  meat  or  fish  twice  a  day,  and  seemed 
well  cared  for.  The  superintendent  is  Gr.  F.  North  up,  here  four 
years,  salary  $400.  The  general  condition  of  the  almshouse  is 
quite  good. 

Spencer.  Pop.,  1880,  7,466.  Vol.,  1884,  $3,516,210.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $4,390;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,278;  of  support  in  hos- 
pitals, $639  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,500. 

The  almshouse  stands  3  miles  from  the  station  on  the  road  to 
Oakham,  a  large  wooden  building  in  good  repair ;  with  separate 
sitting-rooms  for  men  and  women  and  with  good  sleeping-rooms. 
It  is  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water,  bath-tubs  and  set  basins, 
and  the  inmates  are  obliged  to  bathe  once  a  week.  The  cellar  is 
large  and  is  dry  and  the  drainage  good.  The  farm  of  160  acres  is 
fertile  and  a  dairy  of  30  cows  provides  milk  and  butter  and  also 
yields  an  income.  The  superintendent,  Manley  Ludden,  here  2 
years,  salary  $475,  is  a  good  manager.  When  visited  by  E.  I. 
White,  June  14,  there  were  13  inmates,  —  11  men,  2  women,  —  of 
whom  two  are  insane.  E.  K.,  24  (idiotic)  was  the  only  one  who 
occupied  the  small  building  for  the  insane,  near  the  almshouse. 
He  had  a  room  on  the  south  side,  and  was  confined  to  prevent  his 
doing  mischief.     M.  A.  L.,  40,  an  insane  woman  was  very  neatly 
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clad  and  apparently  capable  and  able  to  work  about  the  house,  as 
she  does.  The  other  woman  is  epileptic.  F.  D.,  44,  an  insane 
man  is  harmless  and  demented  ;  but  with  constant  instruction  is 
made  useful  about  the  farm.  The  inmates  are  all  well  provided 
for,  and  this  almshouse  will  compare  favorably  with  any  visited  by 
Mr.  White. 


Sterling.  Pop.,  1880,  1,414.  Val,  1884,  $886,312.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,223;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,401;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$374 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $450. 

The  almshouse  is  half  a  mile  west  of  Pratt's  Junction  on  the  Old 
Color^  Railroad,  a  comparatively  new  house  with  2  wings,  one  of 
which  has  special  arrangements  for  the  insane.  There  are  rooms 
enough  for  12  or  15  inmates,  but  when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  Sep- 
tember 5,  there  were  but  8  present, —  1  man,  6  women,  and  a  girl 
of  6,  daughter  of  one  of  the  inmates.  The  man,  W.  P.,  32,  and  3 
of  the  women  are  insane,  and  most  of  these  were  secluded  in  their 
rooms  all  the  time.  These  rooms  were  built  specially  for  the 
insane,  each  8X10  feet,  and  with  a  barred  window  ;  well  ventilated 
and  lighted,  and  with  no  offensive  odors.  One  woman,  E.  H.,  31, 
formerly  at  Worcester,  was  restrained  as  well  as  secluded.  Super- 
intendent, C.  N.  Stevens,  formerly  at  the  Monson  almshouse,  but 
here  since  April,  salary  $450. 

Sturbridge.  Pop.,  1880,  2,062.  Val.,  1884,  $975,416.  Net  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,930 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $859  ;  of  support  m  hospitals, 
$252 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $800. 

The  almshouse,  half  a  mile  south  of  Sturbridge  Centre,  is  a 
spacious  wooden  building,  built  for  a  hotel  80  years  ago,  and  has 
been  used  for  an  almshouse  for  the  last  30  years.  The  surround- 
ings are  pleasant,  with  large  shade  trees  in  front.  Each  of  the 
three  inmates  had  a  separate  bed  when  visited  by  Dr.  Crawford, 
June  20.  Most  of  the  bedsteads  are  iron,  with  woven  wire  mat- 
tresses, and  a  good  straw  and  feather  bed  and  pillows.  The  bed- 
ding was  clean  and  sufficient.  Of  the  3  inmates,  —  1  man,  2 
women,  —  the  man  is  insane,  H.  R.,  71,  suicidal  and  requires 
watching,  is  locked  in  at  night;  does  considerable  work,  and  was 
grinding  a  scythe  when  seen.  One  of  the  women  is  idiotic.  The 
inmates  have  3  meals  daily  the  year  round  —  at  6  a.  m.,  12  m., 
and  6  p.  M.  The}'  have  the  same  food  as  the  family  of  the  super- 
intendent,—  J.  H.  Plympton,  here  2  years,  salary  $350.     His  wife 
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does  the  greater  part  of  the  cooking.  She  is  a  sensible,  kind- 
hearted  woman  to  whom  many  of  the  improvements  made  within 
two  years  are  due.  The  water  supply  here  is  not  alwa}Ts  good, 
and  the  other  sanitary  conditions  need  improving. 

Sutton.  Pop.,  1880,  3,105.  Val.,  1884,  $1,305,567.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $3,205;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $854;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$395  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief  $2,000. 

This  is  an  old  almshouse,  built  in  1789,  and  standing  near  the 
Oxford  line,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  ;  the  nearest  station  is 
Millbury.  There  is  a  farm  of  140  acres,  on  the  summit  and  sides 
of  a  hill.  It  has  been  repaired  within  2  years,  and  is  now  in  much 
better  condition  than  at  any  time  since  1879,  but  the  drainage  is 
still  bad  and  there  is  a  pigsty  within  ten  feet  of  the  kitchen  win- 
dow. The  water  supply  is  good,  and  the  cellar  and  other  parts  of 
the  house  are  clean  and  wholesome.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White, 
June  16,  there  were  6  inmates, —  2  men,  4  women, —  all  over  60, 
and  2  over  80.  One  woman,  A.  P.,  65,  is  insane,  but  quiet  and 
harmless.  Superintendent,  Charles  Wheeler,  here  9  years,  salary 
$400.     The  housekeeping  is  excellent. 

Templeton.     Pop.,  1880,  2,789.     Val.,  1884,  $1,098,243.     Ml  cost  of  pau- 
perism, $1,748 ;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $684 ;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $650. 


The  almshouse  is  a  mile  south-west  of  the  village,  not  far  from 
the  Ware  River  Railroad,  on  a  cross-road  leading  towards  Peter- 
sham, a  large  wooden  building,  partly  new  and  partly  old,  contain- 
ing nearly  30  rooms.  The  drainage  is  good  and  the  water  supply 
ample.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  17,  10  inmates  were 
present, —  5  men,  4  women,  and  one  child,  born  in  the  almshouse, 
L.  M.,  7,  here  with  her  mother.  One  woman,  J.  S.,  37,  formerly 
in  the  Worcester  hospital,  is  insane,  usually  quiet  and  harmless, 
though  filthy  and  sometimes  violent.  Several  of  the  inmates  are 
weak-minded.  The  father  of  the  insane  woman  pays  $1.50  a  week 
for  her  support.  The  superintendent  is  E.  W.  Hubbard,  salary 
$600,  here  since  April  1.  A  large  farm  of  200  acres  of  good  grass 
land  is  connected  with  the  almshouse. 

Upton  Pop.,  1880,  2,023.  Val.,  1884,  $866,242.  Net  cost  of  pauperism, 
$2,101;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,116;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$382;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

The  almshouse  is  1£  miles  south  of  Upton  Centre,  4  miles  from 
Farnumsville  station,  —  a  large  two-story  wooden  building  in  good 
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condition.  The  rooms  were  very  clean,  the  bedding  suitable,  and 
the  inmates  seemed  contented  and  well  cared  for.  The  drainage 
is  satisfactor}',  but  the  sanitary  conditions  somewhat  faulty.  The 
farm  is  large  (234  acres)  but  sterile.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White, 
August  1,  there  were  10  inmates, —  6  men,  3  women  and  a  i  nfant 
of  3  months,  W.  T.,  here  with  his  mother.  One  man,  C.  F.,  b 
insane,  but  quiet ;  and  two,  a  man  and  woman,  are  idiotic.  The 
superintendent,  O.  F.  Streeter,  here  two  years,  salary  $400,  is  a 
good  manager. 


Uxbridge.  Pop.,  1880,  3,111.  Fa?.,  1884,  $1,973,210.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $2,381;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $370;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$727;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,300. 

The  almshouse  is  three  miles  from  the  village,  located  near  a 
river,  with  low  damp  land  on  either  side  ;  an  old  building,  much  out 
of  repair,  and  needing  improvement  both  inside  and  outside.  The 
rooms  were  quite  clean,  the  bedding  of  fair  quality,  and  the  man- 
agement by  the  superintendent,  Levi  Ballou  (here  5  years,  salary 
$375),  is  good  and  economical,  the  farm  having  paid  all  expenses 
save  his  salary.  When  visited  by  E.  I.  White,  June  6,  there  were 
7  inmates,  —  3  women  and  4  children,  all  colored,  L.  L.  W.,  14, 
and  G.  E.  W.,  12,  brother  and  sister,  A.  II.,  1,  and  C.  F.,  4,  here 
with  his  mother.  There  are  no  insane  in  the  almshouse.  The 
sanitary  conditions  were  unsatisfactory,  there  being  too  much 
surface  drainage.     The  water  supply  is  from  a  spring. 

Warren.  Pop.,  1880,  3,889.  Veil,  1884,  $2,253, 18G.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $4,651;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,843;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$9S  ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,G00. 

The  old  almshouse  was  burned  in  1883,  and  the  present  building 
erected  on  the  same  site,  at  a  cost  of  $3, GOO,  —  a  large  2-^-storied 
wooden  house,  with  two  wings,  which  contain  the  rooms  for  in- 
mates, —  one  wing  occupied  by  men,  the  other  by  women.  The 
sexes  are  well  separated,  except  that  they  have  a  common  sitting- 
room.  The  house  is  not  very  well  built,  but  a  great  improvement 
on  the  old  one  ;  there  is  a  farm  of  220  acres.  Superintendent,  A. 
G.  Plympton,  here  since  April,  salary  $375.  When  visited  by  B. 
A.  Andrews.  October  4,  there  were  7  inmates,  4  women  and  3  boys, 
A.  B.,  8,  G.  C,  7,  A.  C,  5,  who  are  here  without  their  mothers. 
One  woman,  A.  M.,  19,  is  weak-minded  or  insane,  —  a  dwarf,  who 
spends  her  time  making  rag-dolls.     The  water  supply  and  drainage 
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are  good,  but  the  cellar  is  damp,  and  there  are  no  facilities  for 
bathing.     The  housekeeping  is  good. 

Webster.  Pop.,  1880,  5, G96.  F«Z.,  1884,  $2,135,502.  Net  cost  of  pauper- 
ism, $5,396;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,583;  of  support  in  hospitals, 
$1,528;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $2,100. 

The  almshouse  is  near  the  village,  a  wooden  building,  erected  in 
1814,  neat  and  clean  throughout,  with  good  sanitary  conditions, 
save  that  the  drainage  is  on  the  surface  and  too  near  the  house. 
The  farm  of  120  acres  is  in  fair  cultivation.  When  visited  by  E.  I. 
White,  June  5,  there  were  present  8  inmates  :  3  men,  4  women  and 
a  girl,  G.  B.,  6,  here  without  her  mother ;  all  were  sane  and  were 
well-dressed.  They  were  found  eating  supper,  which  was  ample 
and  of  good  quality.  The  superintendent,  O.  J.  Bugbee,  here  5 
years,  salary  $300,  is  well  suited  for  his  position.  There  are  un- 
occupied rooms  in  this  almshouse,  as  in  most  of  those  in  Worcester 
County. 

Westbokough.  Pop.,  1880,  5,214.  VaL,  1884,  $2,567,483.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $4,914;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $2,245;  of  support 
in  hospitals,  $1,197;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,200. 

The  new  town  almshouse,  built  in  1882,  two  and  a  half  miles 
south  of  the  village,  near  the  reservoir,  on  the  road  to  Upton,  is 
well  built,  but  the  sleeping-rooms  are  too  large  and  too  few ;  4  for 
men  and  5  for  women,  besides  the  attics.  There  is  a  bath-room, 
and  steam-heat  is  furnished.  Mr.  Boyden,  the  superintendent, 
here  8  }^ears,  salar}r,  $500  (out  of  which  he  is  expected  to  pay  the 
help  he  hires),  is  well  fitted  for  his  position.  The  farm  is  small, 
producing  little  but  stone  for  foundation  walls,  and  much  less 
profitable  than  the  old  one.  When  visited  by  F.  B.  Sanborn, 
June  10,  there  were  12  inmates  present:  6  men,  3  women,  and  3 
children ;  an  idiotic  girl  of  16,  K.  E.  R.,  M.  A.  R.  (her  niece),  3 
months,  here  with  her  mother,  and  T.  P.  D.,  a  boy  of  9,  who  at- 
tends school.  Only  one  inmate  is  insane,  W.  C,  80 ;  4  are 
idiotic  ;  all  seemed  in  good  condition. 

West  Boylston.  Pop.,  1880,  2,994.  VaL,  1884,  $1,094,590.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,437;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,159;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $0;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief  $11.00. 

The  almshouse  is  a  mile  from  the  village,  on  the  road  to  Ster- 
ling ;  a  large  wooden  building,  with  rooms  for  20  inmates,  but 
when  visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  September  5,  containing  only  5, —  1 
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man,  4.  women.  One  woman,  A.  R.  B.,  28,  is  insane,  and  is 
locked  in  her  room  most  of  the  time,  being  nois}-,  filthy  and 
suicidal.  Much  care  of  her  is  taken  by  her  mother,  who  is  also  an 
inmate.  The  almshouse  is  well  managed  by  George  Farwell,  here 
one  year,  salary  $500 ;  the  rooms  are  large,  well  ventilated  and 
clean,  the  drainage  and  water  supply  good. 


West  Brookfield.  Pop.,  1880,  1,917.  Vol.,  1884,  $814,705.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $1,165;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $657;  of  support  iu 
hospitals,  $131 ;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $400. 

The  almshouse  is  one  and  a  half- miles  south  of  the  station  ;  an 
old  wooden  house  much  out  of  repair,  with  old  furniture,  and 
sanitary  conditions  not  satisfactory  in  all  respects.  The  water 
supply  is  abundant  and  good  ;  the  farm  of  80  acres  productive.  The 
superintendent,  W.  H.  Perkins,  here  2  years,  salary  $350,  manages 
as  well  as  could  be  expected  in  such  buildings.*  No  more  than  6 
inmates  could  be  accommodated  here ;  when  visited  by  B.  A. 
Andrews,  October  4,  there  were  only  3,  all  old  men,  and  none  of 
them  insane.     They  were  well  clad  and  contented. 

Westminster.  Pop.,  1880,  1,652.  Vol.,  1884,  $757,525.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,112;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $1,130;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $182;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,000. 

This  almshouse,  built  in  1789,  is  a  mile  north-east  of  the  village. 
Superintendent,  W.  B.  Robb,  here  5  years,  salary  $450,  who 
keeps  it  in  good  condition.  There  is  a  farm  of  100  acres.  When 
visited  by  Dr.  Allen,  June  23,  there  were  7  inmates,  4  old  men,  all 
sane,  and  2  women,  besides  a  girl  of  11,  who  lives  in  the  superin- 
tendent's famil}T,  and  is  treated  like  his  own  child.  One  woman, 
M.  C,  54,  is  insane,  formerly  at  Worcester ;  now  generally  quiet, 
but  sometimes  excited.     The  inmates  seem  well  cared  for. 

Winciiendon.  Pop.,  1880,  3,722.  Val.,  1884,  $1,934,308.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $2,613;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $845;  of  support  iu 
hospitals,  $339;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $1,400. 

The  almshouse,  built  in  1832,  stands  on  a  farm  of  100  acres,  a 
little  beyond  the  old  common  of  Winchendon,  and  half-way  be- 
tween the  present  village  and  Baldwinville,  which  is  the  most  con- 
venient railroad  station.  It  is  in  good  repair  for  an  old  farm- 
house, with  room  for  20  inmates,  but  when  visited  by  F.  B. 
Sanborn,  May  22,  there  were  but  8,  3  men,  3  women,  and  2  boys, 
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G.  G.,  18,  and  C.  G.,  15.  None  are  insane  ;  but  2  women,  one  an 
epileptic  and  growing  demented,  are  imbecile.  They  occupy  one 
room,  which  was  found  in  good  order,  as  was  the  whole  almshouse. 

Superintendent, Smith,  here  —  years,  salary  $500;  a  good 

manager.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  good.  Most  of  the  inmates 
can  do  some  work. 

Worcester,  Pop.,  1880,  58,291.  Vol.,  1884,  $50,770,875.  Net  cost  of 
pauperism,  $27,196;  cost  of  almshouse  support,  $13,569;  of  support  in 
hospitals,  $4,693;  net  cost  of  out-door  relief,  $8,500. 

The  city  almshouse,  including  in  the  same  building  a  truant 
school  and  an  insane  ward,  is  a  three-story  brick  building,  two  and 
one-half  miles  north-cast  of  the  city  hall,  on  a  large  farm  with  appro- 
priate farm  buildings,  and  a  detached  brick  house  sometimes  used 
for  inmates,  and  a  pest-house.  The  main  building  has  been  much 
enlarged  within  three  years  and  now  has  three  wings,  one  of  which 
is  occupied  by  the  insane.  When  visited  by  Dr.  Stedman,  July 
29,  there  were  91  inmates,  besides  12  boys  in  the  truant  school; 
45  were  insane,  20  men,  25  women,  concerning  whom  Dr.  Stedman 
says  :  "  The  wing  for  the  chronic  insane  is  fairly  well  arranged 
and  well  built  and  finished.  The  sexes  are  completely  separated. 
The  house  was  somewhat  overcrowded  in  parts,  particularly  the 
ward  for  the  female  lunatics.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  working 
patients,  who  were  safe  and  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  there 
was  but  little  intermixture  of  insane  with  sane  inmates.  There 
was  said  to  be  but  one  epileptic  among  them.  All  the  inmates 
were  in  good  bodily  condition,  with  the  exception  of  two  men  who 
were  confined  to  bed  with  plrysical  disorders.  The  insane  were 
uniformly  quiet,  orderly,  particularly  clean  and  suitably  clothed. 
A  few  with  destructive  tendencies  wore  strong  dresses  or  overalls. 
The  untidy  patients  seemed  to  be  well  cared  for,  and  were  separated 
from  the  others.  There  are  two  or  three  cells  or  strong-rooms  in 
the  basement,  which  I  was  told  had  not  been  used  for  any  of  the 
insane,  as  the  city  physician  was  careful  in  his  selection  of  cases 
at  the  asylums  to  avoid  the  transfer  of  any  who  were  likely  to 
become  excited,  nois}T  or  dangerous.  The  bill  of  fare  posted  in 
the  dining-rooms  was  an  ample  one  and  said  to  be  pretty  generally 
adhered  to.  The  food  was  examined  and  found  to  be  of  excellent 
qualitj'.  The  house  is  said  to  be  sufficiently  warmed  in  winter  by 
direct  radiation.  There  is  a  large  and  shady  airing-court,  which 
the  male  patients  were  enjoying  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  As  there 
is  no  separate  court  for  the  women,  both  share  this  one  b}T  turns. 
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Many  of  the  patients  are  taken  to  walk  outside  the  grounds.  Few 
of  the  patients  are  employed.  There  are  two  attendants  for  such 
as  need  special  oversight,  which  seemed  sufficient.  Order,  cleanli- 
ness and  a  reasonable  amount  of  comfort  were  everywhere  apparent. 
The  only  matters  to  be  criticised  were  faults  of  construction,  and 
needs  in  minor  matters  of  comfort,  common  to  our  almshouses  in 
general,  and  due  to  ignorance  of  the  requirements  and  rights  of 
the  chronic  insane  poor." 

The  superintendent,  Mr.  Parkhurst,  has  been  in  charge  here 
many  years,  salary  $900.  He  is  an  experienced  officer  and  takes 
good  care  of  the  inmates. 


General  Summary  of  Town  Visitations. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  reports,  which  are  condensed, 
from  those  made  by  the  ten  or  twelve  visitors,  that  several 
towns  were  visited  twice  or  more  during  the  year, —  namely, 
Taunton,  Beverly,  Peabody,  Lawrence,  Salem,  Northamp- 
ton, Bedford,  Cambridge,  Concord,  Everett,  Lowell,  Milton, 
Walpolc,  Clinton,  Fitchburg,  Holden,  Lancaster  and  Wor- 
cester. Including  these,  about  380  visits  of  inspection  were 
made  to  these  towns  and  cities  during  the  year ;  of  which  75 
were  made  by  the  Inspector  of  Charities,  65  by  B.  A.  An- 
drews, 62  by  E.  I.  White,  55  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Prentiss,  45  by 
Dr.  Nathan  Allen,  26  by  Dr.  S.  M.  Crawford,  26  by  Mrs. 
E.  T.  Fisher,  13  by  Dr.  H.  R.  Stedman,  and  10  by  Dr. 
Hitchcock  of  the  Board.  One  visit  was  made  by  Mrs.  Leon- 
ard and  one  by  Mr.  Fallon,  of  the  Board,  and  one  by  Dr. 
J.  P.  Brown,  of  the  Taunton  hospital.  Although  the  time 
spent  in  each  visit  was  necessarily  brief,  yet  as  most  of  the 
visitors  were  persons  of  wide  experience  in  the  conditions 
of  almshouse  management,  and  several  of  them  had  visited 
the  same  almshouses  repeatedly  before,  their  report  cannot 
be  regarded  as  superficial.  Doubtless  much  was  overlooked 
by  them,  and  something  incorrectly  reported ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  the  visitation  gives  a  mass  of  facts  concerning  these 
towns  and  almshouses,  and  the  condition  of  the  insane  there- 
in, which  has  never  been  accessible  before.     The  nearest  ap- 
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proach  to  such  a  report  in  print,  is  that  made  by  Mr.  San- 
born, in  1864-5,  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities, 
which  may  be  found  in  the  First  Annual  Eeport  of  that 
Board  (pp.  332-376).  In  order  to  show  what  changes 
have  occurred  since  then  (a  period  of  twenty  years),  a 
Schedule  is  added,  giving  the  average  number  of  paupers  in 
almshouses  in  1864 ;  the  number  in  them  reported  as  insane, 
Oct.  1,  1864;  the  corresponding  number  of  the  insane  found 
there  in  1884 ;  and  the  whole  number  of  almshouse  inmates 
at  the  last  visitation.  A  comparison  of  the  numbers  at  the 
two  dates,  twenty  years  apart,  will  show  that  the  almshouse 
insane,  though  now  increasing  fast,  are  as  yet  hardly  twice 
as  many  as  were  reported  twenty  years  ago,  when  the  State 
population  was  but  little  more  than  half  what  it  now  is,  while 
the  insane  in  hospitals  and  asylums  have  increased  from 
1,580,  Oct.  1,  1864,  to  3,714  at  the  same  date  in  1884. 
The  number  of  the  insane  poor  in  almshouses,  twenty  years 
ago,  was  about  400,  and  has  not  yet  reached  700 ;  the  num- 
ber in  private  families  was  then,  and  is  now,  only  about  50. 
In  the  meantime,  the  towns  and  cities  have  increased  from 
334  to  347,  the  almshouses  from  216  to  227,  and  the  alms- 
houses in  which  there  are  insane  from  102  in  1864  to  172 
in  1884. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  visitation  reports  that  an  alms- 
house is  often  mentioned  as  having  u  no  complete  separation 
of  the  sexes."  This  does  not  usually  signify  that  there  is 
anything  like  an  indiscriminate  mingling  of  the  two  sexes, 
but  only  that  they  are  not  so  carefully  separated  in  their 
lodginc:  and  living  accommodations  as  is  desirable  in  such 
establishments.  It  should  be  considered,  however,  that  in 
most  of  the  almshouses  the  inmates  are  generally  old  persons 
or  young  children  ;  the  average  age  of  all,  except  those  in 
Boston,  where  the  sexes  are  carefully  separated,  being  up- 
wards of  fifty  years,  and  the  average  age  of  the  adults  being 
nearly  sixty  years.  A  calculation  of  the  ages  of  the  insane 
in  these  almshouses  will  show  that  they  average  above  fifty 
years  ;  while  the  average  age  of  children  is  below  ten  years, 
except  those  under  sentence  in  truant  schools. 
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It  will  further  be  seen  that  43  almshouses  have  been 
built  within  twenty  years,  and  25  within  ten  years  ;  that 
nearly  or  quite  200  of  them  are  of  wood  ;  and  that  the  aver- 
age sum  paid  to  the  superintendents  does  not  exceed  $400. 
Twenty  years  ago,  this  salary  was  still  lower;  indeed,  did 
not  exceed  $275.  An  additional  sum  is  paid  in  many  towns 
for  attendants,  laborers,  etc.,  enough  to  raise  the  average 
salaries  and  wages  in  these  almshouses  to  perhaps  $600  a 
year,  or  $135,000  in  the  aggregate,  for  an  average  popula- 
tion of  about  4,000  persons.  The  salaries  in  the  correspond- 
ing State  establishments  are  about  $46,000  for  an  average 
population  of  about  1,600  persons  ;  so  that  the  rate  of  com- 
pensation in  the  local  almshouses,  small  as  it  is,  exceeds  that 
in  the  State  Almshouse,  Workhouse  and  Primary  School,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  cared  for,  by  more  than 
15  per  cent.  This  is  because  of  the  poor  economy  of  main- 
taining so  many  small  almshouses. 

In  the  following  Schedule  the  average  number  in  the 
almshouses  in  1864  is  less  exact  than  the  other  figures :  — 


Town  Almshouse  Schedule,  1864-1884. 


Inmates 

OF  Alms- 

Inmates  of  Almshouses,  1884, 

HOUSES 

1864. 

At  Date  of 

Visitation*. 

o 
o 

INMATES  OF  ALL 

INSANE  INMATES. 

TOWNS. 

1 

o 

a 
B 

c 

CLASSES. 

tc  « 

& 

£  3 

<U    s 

< 

a 

03 

■9 

C 

B 

o 

H 

Fcma 
Total. 

Barnstable  County. 

Barnstable, .... 

25 

4 

4 

6 

10 

- 

1 

1 

Brewster,     . 

11 

2 

4 

2 

c 

_ 

_ 

- 

Chatham,     . 

19 

4 

2 

2 

4 

- 

1 

1 

Dennis, 

11 

1 

5 

2 

7 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Falmouth,    . 

10 

- 

4 

6 

10 

- 

_ 

_ 

Harwich, 

12 

2 

6 

4 

10 

— 

1 

1 

Orleans, 

G 

1 

3 

2 

5 

1 

_ 

1 

Provincetowa, 

9 

_ 

3 

2 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sandwich,    . 

17 

5 

4 

14 

18 

1 

11 

12 

Truro,  . 

5 

1 

Wellfleet,     . 

5 

2 

3 

9 

5 

_ 

1 

1 

Yarmouth,  . 

13 

3 

9 

5 

14 

\ 

2 

3 

Total,    . 

143 

25 

47 

47 

94 

3 

17 

20 
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Toivn  Almshouse  Schedule,  1864-1884.  —  Continued, 


Inmates  or  Alms 

Inmates  of  Almshouses,  1884. 

houses 

1864. 

At  Date  of  Visitation. 

■s 

u 

QJ 

09 

INMATES  OI 

f  ALL 

INSANE  INMATES. 

TOWNS. 

X3 

a 

s 
«  3 

a 

CLASSES. 

so 

&0  C3 

CP 

6 

8    | 

< 

c 

ej 

CO 

C 

1 

a 

o 

fa 

o 
H 

i 

o 

fa 

Berkshire  County. 

Adams,         .... 

* 

- 

8 

3 

11 

- 

_ 

_ 

Great  Barrington, 

- 

- 

7" 

4 

11 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Lee, 

1 

- 

7 

3 

10 

- 

1 

1 

North  Adams, 

- 

- 

13 

10 

23 

_' 

1 

1 

Pittsfield,      . 

12 

5 

14 

12 

26 

5 

7 

12 

Williamstown,     . 

- 

- 

4 

2 

6 

- 

1 

1 

Total 

13 

5 

53 

34 

87 

5 

10 

15 

Bristol  County. 

Acushnet,     .... 

4 

1 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

2 

Attleborough, 

10 

4 

6 

2 

8 

2 

_ 

2 

Berkley, 

4 

1 

4 

1 

5 

- 

_ 

_ 

Dartmouth, , 

23 

1 

8 

7 

15 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Dighton, 

5 

1 

1 

3 

4 

- 

1 

1 

Easton, 

9 

- 

10 

2 

12 

1 

- 

1 

Fairhaven,   . 

8 

- 

3 

5 

8 

1 

1 

2 

Fall  River,  . 

63 

11 

- 

- 

108 

4 

6 

10 

Freetown,    . 

10 

2 

1 

2 

3 

_ 

_ 

'_ 

Mansfield,    . 

8 

1 

6 

o 
O 

9 

- 

1 

1 

New  Bedford, 

76 

6 

- 

- 

55 

10 

11 

21 

Norton, 

4 

1 

6 

5 

11 

1 

1 

2 

Rehoboth,    . 

24 

* 

2 

6 

8 

- 

1 

1 

Seekonk, 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

_ 

— 

Somerset,     . 

6 

- 

6 

5 

11 

1 

2 

3 

Swansea, 

5 

3 

3 

1 

4 

- 

1 

1 

Taunton, 

42 

5 

38 

33 

71 

4 

3 

7 

Westport,     . 

22 

5 

4 
102 

9 

88 

13 
353 

25 

2 
31 

2 

Total,    .... 

326 

42 

56 

Dukes  County. 

Tisbnry,       .... 

- 

t 

5 

3 

8 

1 

1 

2 

Essex  County. 

Amesbury,   .... 

13 

5 

4 

3 

7 

1 

2 

3 

Andover, 

23 

1 

13 

23 

36 

- 

3 

3 

Beverly, 

- 

- 

12 

16 

28 

1 

6 

7 

Boxford, 

5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Bradford, 

1 

" 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

*  No  return. 


f  No  almshouse. 
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Town  Almshouse  Schedule 

,1864 

-1884.  —  Continued. 

Inmates  of  Alms- 

Inmate3 of  Almshouses,  1884, 

houses 

, 1804. 

At  Datis  of  Visitation. 

o 

INMATES    OP   ALL 

jj 

05 

INSANE   INMATES. 

TOWNS. 

S 

S 

a 

a 

CLASSES. 

a    *•> 

to     C3 

V 

sj 

jy 

g  a 

o     - 

s 

el 

a 

a 

0) 

C3 

O 

"a 

i 

o 

< 

*■"' 

3 

fc, 

H 

r-< 

Ph 

H 

Essex  County  —  Con. 

Danvers,      .... 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

_ 

- 

- 

Essex,  . 

5 

1 

3 

4 

7 

_ 

1 

1 

Georgetown, 

8 

1 

5 

4 

9 

2 

1 

3 

Gloueester,  . 

43 

G 

15 

13 

28 

1 

1 

2 

Groveland,  . 

4 

1 

3 

- 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Haverhill,    . 

27 

4 

32 

9 

41 

5 

2 

7 

Ipswich, 

20 

9 

4 

5 

9 

2 

1 

3 

Lawrence,    . 

7 

2 

30 

42 

72 

G 

17 

23 

Lynn,  . 

42 

2 

46 

31 

77 

3 

1 

4 

Manchester, 

13 

1 

9 

5 

14 

_ 

_ 

Marblehcad, 

42 

17 

19 

17 

3G 

3 

7 

10 

Melhuen, 

9 

1 

4 

2 

G 

_ 

_ 

Newbury  port, 

GO 

7 

- 

_ 

45 

4 

5 

9 

North  Andover, 

12 

2 

o 

O 

4 

7 

1 

1 

Peabody, 

28 

1 

- 

- 

42 

2 

3 

5 

Rock  port,     . 

9 

1 

G 

5 

11 

_ 

2 

2 

Salem,. 

65 

24 

- 

- 

IG3 

17 

21 

38 

Salisbury,     . 

12 

3 

2 

2 

4 

_ 

1 

1 

Saugiif, 

15 

4 

9 

O 

12 

1 

_ 

1 

Topsfield,    . 

12 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

West  Newbury, 

6 

- 

5 

7 

12 

- 

1 

1 

Total,    . 

• 

482 

95 

230 

201 

G81 

49 

78 

127 

Franklin  County 

Ashficld,       . 

4 

1 

2 

2 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Buckland,    . 

7 

3 

2 

4 

G 

1 

1 

2 

Charlemont, 

7 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Conway, 

2 

Deerfield,     . 

7 

* 

Gill,      . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Greenfield,  . 

8 

1 

2 

4 

G 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Hawlcy,       .        , 

6 

1 

2 

2 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Heath, . 

G 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Leveret  t, 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Montague,    . 

9 

1 

5 

4 

9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

New  Salem, 

7 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Orange, 

14 

4 

1 

8 

9 

_ 

2 

2 

Shutesbury, 

5 

1 

3 

4 

7 

_ 

1 

1 

Warwick,     . 

7 

2 

4 

o 

6 

1 

_ 

1 

Wendell,      . 

9 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

Total 

98 

21 

28 

38 

6G 

3 

7 

10 

*  Nor 

cturn. 
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Town  Almshouse  Schedule,  1864-1884.  —  Continued. 


Immates  of  Alms- 

Inmates of  Almshouses,  1884, 

houses, 

18G4. 

At  Date  of 

Visitation. 

TOWNS. 

O 
U 

1 

3 

s  a 

v    a 

>     M 

< 

09 

(O 

a 

c 

o 
a 

<3 

a 
i-i 

INMATES  OF   ALL 
CLASSES. 

INSANE   INMATES. 

3 

a 

3 

o 

6 
eS 

6 

a 

o 

Hampa 
Agawam, 
Brimfield, 

'enCt 

mnty 

• 

* 
11 

- 

3 

4 

4 

6 

7 
10 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Chicopee,     . 
Granville, 

* 
* 

— 

14 

4 

21 
1 

35 
5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Monson, 

19 

4 

7 

9 

16 

1 

2 

3 

Palmer, 

■    7 

3 

3 

7 

10 

1 

- 

1 

Springfield, 

14 

5 

33 

39 

72 

4 

15 

19 

Westfield, 

14 

2 

11 

79 

12 
99 

23 

178 

9 

2 
21 

2 

Total,    .        .        . 

65 

14 

30 

Hampshire  County. 
Amherst,      .... 

10 

3 

2 

5 

7 

1 

1 

2 

Belchertown, 

13 

1 

2 

11 

13 

- 

3 

3 

Enfield, 

- 

1 

Greenwich,  . 

* 

- 

2 

2 

4 

- 

1 

1 

Had  ley, 
Northampton, 

* 

7 

2 

5 

7 

2 
5 

"  7 
12 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Prescott, 

7 

1 

1 

4 

5 

- 

- 

- 

Ware,  . 

8 

1 

8 

27 

5 
34 

13 
61 

2 
4 

1 

8 

3 

Total,    .        . 

45 

9 

12 

Middlesex  County. 
Acton, 

5 

2 

2 

4 

1 

1 

Arlington,    . 

9 

3 

3 

3 

6 

- 

1 

1 

Ashby, 
Ashland, 

* 
6 

1 

3 
6 

2 
'  5 

5 
11 

1 

1 

2 

Ayer,    . 
Bedford, 

t 
5 

— 

2 
5 

3 

2 

5 

'  7 

1 
1 

1 

1 
2 

Billerica, 

21 

5 

8 

5 

13 

3 

- 

3 

Brighton, J    . 

- 

- 

- 

■  - 

'  - 

- 

- 

- 

Burlington, . 

11 

1 

3 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Cambridge, . 

80 

3 

- 

- 

125 

9 

17 

26 

Carlisle, 

12 

1 

4 

4 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Cliai'lestown,! 

Chelmsford, 

18 

3 

2 

5 

7 

- 

1 

1 

Concord, 

9 

- 

3 

3 

6 

- 

- 

- 

Dracut, 

15 

1 

3 

2 

5 

- 

1 

1 

Framingham, 

14 

2 

6 

3 

9 

1 

" 

1 

*  No  almshouse. 

%  Included  in  Boston,  of  which  it  is  now  a  part. 


f  Not  incorporated. 
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ALMSHOUSES    IN    1884    AND    1884. 


Town  Almshouse  Schedule,  1864-1884.  —  Continued. 


TOWNS 


Middlesex  County  —  Con. 
Groton, 
Holliston,     . 
Hopkinton,  . 
Hudson, 
Lexington,  . 
Littleton, 
Lowell,  . 
Maiden, 
Marlborough, 
Med  ford,      . 
Natick, 
Newton, 
North  Reading, 
Pepperell,    . 
Reading, 
Sherborn, 
Stone  ham,    . 
Stow,    . 
Sudbury, 
Tewksbury, 
Townsend,  . 
Tyngsborough, 
Wakefield,   . 
Waltham,    . 
Watertown, . 
Wayland,     . 
Westfbrd,     . 
Weston, 
Wilmington, 
Woburn, 

Total,    . 

Nantucket  County. 
Nantueket,  . 

Norfolk  County. 
Bellingham, 
Brain  tree,     . 
Brookline,    . 


Inmates  of  Alms- 
houses, 1864. 


2  l 

to  « 

2  1 

>  l-l 

< 


11 

8 
14 

* 

10 

G 

35 

11 

20 

14 

11 

22 

12 

12 

7 

3 

6 

6 

15 

9 

9 

13 

10 

18 

20 

G 

5 

G 

9 

20 


553 


56 


6 

16 

t 


3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

12 

t 
3 


71 


Inmates  of  Almshouses,  1 884, 
At  Date  of  Visitation. 


INMATES   OF  ALL 
CLASSES. 


4 

6 

15 

4 

8 


13 

14 
5 
4 

16 
2 
4 
4 
3 

11 
1 
4 
3 
1 
6 
5 

10 
8 
3 
5 
4 
2 

21 


236 


17 


3 
3 
8 
6 
2 
1 

10 
8 
1 
2 

13 
5 
9 
7 
3 


3 
2 
3 

7 
9 
5 
2 
5 
2 
3 
15 


185 


19 


7 

9 

23 

10 

10 

1 

120 

23 

22 

6 

6 

29 

7 

13 

11 

6 

19 

1 

7 

5 

4 

6 

12 

19 

13 

5 

10 

6 

5 

36 


INSANE    INMATES. 


GF66 


36 


IS 
18 

5 


25 
1 
3 


61 


1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

51 


107 


168 


*  Not  incorporated. 


t  No  return. 


X  No  almshouse. 
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Town  Almshouse  Schedule,  1864-1884.  —  Continued, 


Inmates  of  Alms- 

Inmates of  Almshouses,  1884, 

houses 

I8G4. 

At  Date  of 

Visitation. 

TOWNS. 

Cm 

O 

u 

a 

3 

«  2 

bo    C5 

2  a 

p    c 

< 

a 

c 

<v 
a 

a 

CO 

a 

INMATES   OF  ALL 
CLASSES. 

INSANE   INMATES. 

*3 

"3 

a 

Eh 

o 

d 

rt 

a 

3 

o 

Norfolk  County  —  Con. 
Canton,         .... 

7 

2 

11 

8 

19 

1 

2 

3 

Cohasset, 

8 

1 

7 

4 

11 

3 

1 

4 

Dedhani, 

11 

- 

9 

5 

14 

- 

1 

1 

Dorchester,* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Foxborough 

9 

1 

1 

2 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Franklin, 

12 

1 

6 

2 

8 

1 

- 

1 

Medfield, 

4 

1 

4 

1 

5 

2 

- 

2 

Med  way, 

15 

2 

14 

3 

17 

2 

- 

2 

Milton, 

4 

u_ 

3 

5 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Needham, 

0 

- 

- 

2 

4 

G 

'  - 

1 

1 

Quincy, 
Randolph, 

t 

7 

1 

13 
6 

8 

7 

21 
13 

3 

1 
1 

4 
1 

Roxbury,* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sharon, 

3 

1 

5 

5 

10 

- 

- 

- 

Stoughton, 

21 

- 

5 

1 

6 

5 

1 

6 

Walpole, 

8 

— 

2 

4 

6 

- 

3 

3 

Wellesley, 

t 

- 

5 

3 

8 

2 

1 

3 

Weymouth, 

' 

2L 

1 

16 

6 

22 

3 

1 

4 

Wrentham, 

8 

- 

5 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

Total,    . 

1G3 

15 

L27 

88 

215 

24 

18 

42 

Plymouth  County. 
Abington,     .        .         . 

8 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Bridge  water, 

9 

1 

3 

3 

6 

- 

2 

2 

Brockton,     . 

7 

- 

- 

- 

2G 

4 

7 

11 

Carver, 

4 

- 

3 

2 

5 

1 

- 

1 

Buxbury, 

20 

6 

5 

4 

9 

1 

3 

4 

East  Bridgewatci 

5 

- 

4 

3 

7 

1 

2 

3 

Hanover, 

6 

1 

6 

2 

8 

- 

1 

1 

Hanson, 

9 

1 

1 

2 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Hingham,     . 

21 

3 

9 

6 

15 

- 

2 

2 

Kingston,     . 

6 

2 

6 

4 

10 

- 

- 

- 

Lake  vi  lie,    . 

§ 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

2 

Marsh  field,  . 

7 

1 

4 

- 

4 

1 

- 

1 

Mattapoisctt, 

Middlel)orough, 

§ 
28 

3 

5 

9 

5 
9 

10 

18 

1 

2 

1 

1 
3 

Pembroke,   . 

14 

1 

3 

o 
O 

6 

- 

1 

1 

Plymouth,    . 

21 

1 

12 

6 

18 

3 

1 

4 

*  Included  in  Boston,  of  which  it  is  now  a  part. 
t  Not  incorporated. 


t  At  Wellesley. 
§  No  almshouse. 
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AFMSHOUSES  IN  1864  AND  1884, 


Town  Almshouse  Schedule,  1864-1884.  —  Continued. 


Instates 

1 

)F  Alms-! 

Inmates  of  Almshocs 

ES,  1884, 

HOUSES 

18(14. 

At  Date  or 

Visitation. 

o 

1 

INMATES   OF 

ALL 

INSANE    ] 

TOWNS. 

a 

3 

a>    2 

o 
es 

a 

CLASSES 

to     eS 

d 

5  a 

a 

« 

,_• 

*3 

,_• 

< 

at 

C 

as 

1 

es 

o 
H 

*3 

a 

o 

5 
o 

Plymouth  County  —  Con. 

Plynipton,    .... 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Rochester,    . 

, 

10 

2 

3 

1 

4 

- 

- 

_ 

Rockland,    . 

, 

* 

- 

6 

7 

13 

_ 

1 

1 

Scituute, 

,         , 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

South  Scituate,     . 

,         , 

11 

4 

4 

10 

14 

- 

2 

2 

Wareham,    . 

6 

1 

8 

3 

11 

1 

_ 

1 

West  Bridgewater, 

5 

2 

3 
79 

2 
76 

5 

201 

2 
18 

26 

2 

Total,    . 

202 

30 

44 

Suffolk  County. 

Boston,         .... 

222 

18 

381 

342 

723 

- 

5 

5 

Revere,         .... 

t 

1 

381 

342 

723 

-_ 

5 

Total,    .... 

222 

19 

5 

Worcester  County. 

Ashburnham, 

4 

- 

6 

5 

11 

— 

_ 

_ 

Athol,  . 

.         . 

8 

2 

4 

2 

G 

1 

_ 

1 

Banc,  . 

.         . 

22 

5 

8 

6 

14 

_ 

_ 

— 

Blackstone, . 

, 

11 

t 

20 

19 

39 

1 

3 

4 

Bolton, 

. 

10 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

2 

Boylston, 

,         . 

6 

- 

3 

- 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

Brook  field,  . 

. 

15 

4 

3 

7 

10 

_ 

4 

4 

Charlton,      . 

, 

8 

2 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

Clinton, 

■        .         . 

4 

- 

6 

2 

8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Dana, 

, 

X 

- 

2 

1 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Douglas, 

. 

y 

2 

5 

5 

10 

1 

_ 

1 

Dudley, 

■ 

5 

1 

3 

1 

4 

_ 

_ 

- 

Fitchburg,    . 

. 

19 

3 

36 

21 

57 

- 

3 

3 

Gardner, 

, 

11 

5 

15 

11 

2G 

1 

2 

3 

Grafton, 

,         , 

5 

_ 

7 

7 

14 

1 

1 

Hard  wick,    . 

, 

14 

4 

_ 

1 

1 

__ 

_ 

Harvard, 

, 

13 

5 

3 

2 

5 

1 

_ 

1 

Holden, 

, 

17 

2 

3 

6 

9 

_ 

2 

2 

Hubbardston, 

.         , 

7 

_ 

6 

3 

9 

_ 

_ 

Lancaster,    . 

,         , 

14 

1 

G 

3 

9 

1 

_ 

1 

Leicester,     . 

. 

6 

- 

G 

7 

13 

2 

1 

3 

Leominster, 

»         .         . 

17 

3 

4 

G 

10 

1 

2 

3 

Lunenburg, 

■         .         . 

9 

_ 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Mendon, 

. 

7 

1 

1 

3 

4 

~ 

1 

1 

r 

Not  incorporated. 


t  No  return. 


X  No  iilmshcuso. 
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Town  Almshouse  Schedule,  1864-1884.  —  Continued. 


Inmates 

OF  ALMS- 

Inmates  op  Almshouses,  1884, 

houses 

1864. 

At  Date  of 

Visitation. 

fc 

inmates  of  all 

insane  inmates. 

TOWNS. 

B 

8 

a 

classes. 

to    OS 

2  a 

0J 

c 
« 

6 

o 

a 

es 

6 

*3 

i  a 

•i 

<  ~ 

c 

.  5 

o 

1 

1  <y 

o 

H 

Worcester  County —  Con. 

Milford, 

25 

2 

19 

9 

28 

- 

- 

- 

Mill  bury,      . 

8 

- 

5 

3 

8 

- 

- 

- 

New  Braintree, 

1 

- 

* 

- 

- 

,- 

- 

- 

Northborough, 

4 

- 

2 

3 

5 

- 

~ 

- 

Northbridge, 

5 

1 

2 

2 

4 

- 

2 

2 

North  Brookfield, 

7 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1 

Oxford, 

10. 

- 

6 

5 

11 

- 

- 

- 

Paxton, 

10 

2 

2 

4 

6 

- 

1 

1 

Petersham,  . 

• 

12 

1 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Princeton,    . 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Rutland, 

11 

•* 

3 

4 

7 

- 

1 

1 

Shrewsbury, 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

South  borough, 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Southbridge, 

5 

2 

8 

8 

16 

4 

2 

6 

Spencer, 

7 

2 

6 

5 

11 

- 

1 

1 

Sterling, 

13 

3 

1 

7 

8 

1 

3 

4 

Sturbridge,  . 

9 

1 

1 

.  2 

3 

1 

- 

1 

Sutton, 

14 

1 

2 

4 

6 

- 

1 

1 

Templeton, . 

7 

1 

5 

5 

10 

- 

1 

1 

Upton,. 

7 

2 

7 

3 

10 

1 

- 

1 

Ux  bridge,    . 

7 

- 

3 

4 

7 

- 

- 

- 

Warren, 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

.- 

1 

1 

Webster, 

6 

3 

3 

5 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Westborough, 

14 

1 

7 

5 

12 

1 

-: 

1 

West  Boylston, 

* 

- 

1 

4 

5 

- 

1 

1 

West  Brookfield, 

* 

- 

3 

- 

3 

.- 

- 

- 

Westminster, 

9 

2 

4 

3 

7 

.- 

1 

1 

Winchendon, 

10 

4 

5 

3 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Worcester,  . 

26 

3 

264 

226 

91 

20 

25 

45 

Total,    . 

485 

80 

580 

44 

64 

,08 

*  No  almshouse. 
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ALMSHOUSES    BY    COUNTIES. 


Toivn  Almshouse  Schedule,  1864-1884.  —  Concluded. 

SUMMARY   BY   COUNTIES. 


Inmates  of  Alms- 

Inmates of  Almshouses,  1884, 

houses, 

1864. 

At  Date  of  Visitation. 

TOWNS. 

O 

u 

CI 

.0 

a 
%  « 

2  .2 

to  ts 

2  a 

<l>     c 

>  l-t 

< 

n 

o 

a 

G 

s 

c 

inmates  of  all 
classes. 

insane  inmates. 

6 

i 

CI 

fa 

© 

O 

a 

V 

fa 

1 

Barnstable,  .... 

143 

25 

47 

47 

94 

3 

17 

20 

Berkshire, 

13 

5 

53 

34 

87 

5 

10 

15 

Bristol, 

326 

42 

102 

88 

353 

25 

31 

56 

Dukes, 

* 

- 

5 

3 

8 

1 

1 

2 

Essex, 

482 

95 

230 

201 

681 

49 

78 

127 

Franklin, 

98 

21 

28 

38 

66 

3 

7 

10 

Hampden, 

65 

14 

79 

99 

178 

9 

21 

30 

Hampshire, 

45 

9 

27 

34 

61 

4 

8 

12 

Middlesex, 

553 

71 

236 

185 

966 

61 

107 

168 

Nantucket, 

56 

O 

17 

19 

36 

1 

3 

4 

Norfolk, 

163 

15 

127 

88 

215 

24 

18 

42 

Plymouth. 

202 

30 

99 

76 

201 

18 

26 

44 

Suffolk, 

222 

19 

381 

342 

723 

- 

5 

5 

Worcester, 

485 

80 

264 

226 

581 

44 

64 

108 

Total, 

■'       • 

2,853 

429 

1694 

1480 

4250 

247 

396 

643 

*  No  almshouse. 
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AGGREGATES    IN    TOWN    ALMSHOUSES. 


Remarks  on  the  Above  Schedule. 

The  total  number  of  inmates  in  almshouses  in  1864,  as 
shown  by  this  Schedule,  is  somewhat  too  large  ;  instead  of 
the  average  number  it  probably  represents  as  many  inmates 
as  were  present  at  one  time  during  the  year  1864.  The 
number  of  the  insane  in  that  year  is  also  a  little  larger  than 
was  actually  present  at  any  one  time. 

The  numbers  in  the  Schedule  for  1884  are  quite  exact  in 
most  cases  ;  but  occasionally  the  inmates  could  not  all  be 
seen  and  counted,  while  the  number  reported  by  the  Super- 
intendent was  afterwards  found  not  to  be  exact.  The  differ- 
ence cannot  be  very  great,  however,  between  the  numbers 
given  and  the  true  count.  The  classification  by  sexes  is 
incomplete,  but  the  proportion  between  the  two  sexes  will 
be  found  about  the  same  for  the  whole  number  as  for  the 
classified  aggregate.  Thus,  of  the  4,250  almshouse  inmates 
seen  in  1884,  1,694  are  known  to  have  been  men  and  boys, 
and  1,480  women  and  children,  —making  a  classified  total 
of  3,174.  Applying  this  proportion  to  the  actual  total  ot 
4,250  persons,  there  would  appear  to  be  2,267  men  and 
boys,  and  1,981  women  and  girls.  The  insane  persons  seen 
are  more  exactly  classified,  and  show  a  total  of  247  men  and 
396  women  in  an  aggregate  of  643  insane  persons  found  in 
all  the  almshouses.  It  thus  appears  that  the  insane  women 
exceed  the  insane  men  in  the  Massachusetts  almshouses  by 
about  150  ;  the  whole  number  seen  of  both  sexes  being  a 
little  less  than  650.  The  whole  number  of  children  in  these 
almshouses  was  600  at  the  elates  of  visitation,  — of  whom 
about  330  were  boys  and  about  270  girls. 
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INSANITY    IN    MASSACHUSETTS. 


Remarks  on  the  Tables  of  Insanity.* 

II. 

In  regard  to  the  hospital  residence  of  the  patients  in  the 
State  Hospitals,  Table  XXI.  will  furnish  some  informa- 
tion. The  two  asylums  excluded  from  this  table  (at  Wor- 
cester and  Tewksbury)  would  show  a  much  longer  hospital 
residence  for  their  inmates  than  the  average  given  in  the 
table,  if  the  whole  period  of  hospital  life  could  be  reckoned. 
And  it  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  average  in  the  table  is  less 
than  it  is  in  fact,  because  only  the  time  spent  in  each  par- 
ticular hospital  since  the  patient's  last  admission  is  reck- 
oned. 

In  order  to  ascertain  more  exactly  the  length  of  hospital 
residence  in  individual  cases,  the  names  of  2,598  patients 
who,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1879,  resided  in  the  State  hos- 
pitals and  asylums,  were  at  that  time  drawn  off  into  a 
separate  register.  At  the  same  date  five  years  afterwards  no 
less  than  1,439  or  nearly  four-sevenths,  were  still  in  these  hos- 
pitals, although  many  of  them  had  been  moved  about  from 
one  hospital  or  asylum  to  another  during  the  intervening 
time.  Of  the  whole  number  (1,159)  who  had  gone  out  and 
had  not  been  re-admitted,  588  died  in  the  hospitals,  or  else- 
where, and  more  than  100  went  to  city  and  town  almshouses, 
where  90  remained,  Oct.  1,  1884,  and  where  3  had  died. 
The  recoveries,  which  cannot  be  exactly  stated,  did  not  ex- 
ceed 200  ;  so  that  twelve-thirteenths  of  these  2,598  persons 
—  more  than  90  per  cent. —  were  practically  incurable  five 
years  ago,  as  the  experience  of  the  intervening  years  has 
shown.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  of  the  3,714  insane 
persons  remaining  in  all  the  hospitals  and  asylums  of  Mas- 
sachusetts on  the  first  of  last  October,  less  than  300  will 
ever  recover ;  while  the  average  hospital  residence  of  the 
other  nine-tenths  will  be  nearly  six  years.  The  hospital 
residence   of  those  who  recover,  judging   by  the  statistics 

*  See  page  62  for  previous  remarks. 
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of  five  years  past,  will  be  eight  months,  or  a  seventh  part 
of  the  average  residence. 

The  deaths  (600)  among  this  hospital  population  of  1879, 
during  a  period  of  five  years,  when  carefully  computed 
yearly,  upon  a  diminishing  number,  would  show  a  death- 
rate  of  65  in  1,000  on  this  hospital  population  for  each 
of  the  five  years ;  but  as  these  2,598  persons  were  mostly 
chronic  insane,  their  death-rate  would  be  considerably  less 
in  a  year  than  when  the  whole  insane  population  of  the 
State  is  considered.  For  there  are  now  800  recent  cases 
appearing  each  year  among  the  6,300  insane  people  in 
Massachusetts  ;  and  the  death-rate  of  these  is  nearly  twice 
as  great  as  that  of  the  chronic  insane.  If  any  inference  at 
all  is  to  be  drawn  from  these  figures,  it  would  be  that  the 
death-rate  among  the  chronic  insane  is  something  less  than 
70  in  1,000  annually;  that  the  death-rate  among  the  recent 
insane  is  at  least  90  in  ]  ,000,  and  perhaps  exceeds  100 ;  and 
that  the  combined  death-rate  in  both  classes  is  at  least  four 
times  as  great  as  among  sane  persons  of  a  corresponding 
age. 

These  2,598  patients  were  in  1879  thus  distributed,  —  at 
the  Worcester  hospital,  490,  260  of  whom  were  still  there 
five  years  after;  at  the  Worcester  asylum,  372  (207  still 
there)  ;  at  Taunton,  559  (252  still  there)  ;  at  Northampton, 
441  (269  still  there)  ;  at  Tewksbury,  203  (121  still  there)  ; 
at  Danvers,  533  (109  still  there).  Therefore,  1,218 
patients  out  of  2,598  still  remained  after  an  interval  of 
five  years  in  the  places  where  they  were  in  1879.  There 
were  221  others  who  moved  about  from  one  establishment 
to  another,  but  remained  in  one  of  the  six  establishments, 
Oct.  1,  1884.  These  were  chiefly  Danvers  patients,  of 
whom  93  were  still  in  the  hospitals,  so  that  the  true  number 
of  Danvers  patients  remaining  was  202.  The  deaths  took 
place  unequally  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  in  each 
hospital,  but  were  most  numerous  in  proportion  to  the 
whole  number  at  the  Worcester  Asylum,  where  out  of  372 
patients,  118  died  in  the  five  years,  or  32  per  cent.  At 
Danvers  133  died  out  of  533  patients ;  at  Taunton  125  out 
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of  559  ;  and  at  Tewksbury  only  35  out  of  203  ;  the  per- 
centages being,  at  Danvers,  25;  at  Taunton,  22;  and  at 
Tewksbury  only  17.  It  thus  appears  that  the  insane  die 
most  rapidly  where  recent  cases  are  most  numerous,  — 
except  in  chronic  asylums,  filled  with  the  accumulation  of 
old  hospital  cases,  like  that  at  Worcester,  where  the  average 
duration  of  insanity  at  death  probably  exceeds  ten  years. 
Of  the  588  deaths  reported,  584  took  place  in  these  six 
establishments,  3  in  almshouses  and  one  at  the  patient's 
home.  There  were,  no  doubt,  other  deaths,  among  the  480 
patients  who  went  out  into  the  general  community  and 
remained  there,  enough  to  bring  the  whole  mortality  up  to 
650.  But  in  the  above  calculations  it  has  been  called  600. 
The  recoveries  among  these  2,598  patients  cannot  well  have 
exceeded  150,  though  for  the  sake  of  caution  they  have 
been  called  200. 

In  the  tables  of  the  present  year  the  same  general  results 
appear  which  have  been  indicated  in  former  reports  since 
our  statistics  began  to  be  reported  on  a  better  basis  in  1880. 
But  these  tables  increase  in  value  with  each  year,  because 
they  either  confirm  or  correct  the  figures  given  in  previous 
years. 

Table  XXII.  shows  the  relative  frequency  of  the  different 
forms  of  insanity  in  our  hospitals,  and  also,  in  a  general 
way,  the  probabilities  of  a  favorable  or  a  fatal  result  in  each 
form  of  the  disease.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  most  frequent 
forms  of  insanity  are  mania  (acute  and  chronic),  melancholia 
and  dementia;  the  two  former  showing  many  recoveries,  the 
latter  very  few.  General  paralysis  shows  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  deaths  to  the  number  of  cases  :  indeed,  nearly  all 
general  paralytics  die.  Eecoveries  are  most  frequent  in 
cases  of  acute  mania  or  melancholia ;  in  puerperal  mania 
more  than  half  recover,  and  so,  too,  in  alcoholic  insanity. 
In  chronic  mania,  and  in  dementia,  including  senile  dementia, 
few  recoveries  were  reported.  The  admissions  of  epileptics 
being  64,  there  are  23  deaths,  and  only  4  recoveries  ;  in  gen- 
eral paralysis,  with  91  admissions,  there  were  67  deaths,  most 
of  them  occurring  in  cases  not  admitted  during  the  year. 
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Epilepsy,  as  seen  in  the  hospitals,  is  scarcely  more  curable 
than  general  paralysis  or  senile  dementia.  Cases  of  acute 
mania,  of  which  more  than  half  recover,  are  becoming  less 
frequent. 

It  will  be  understood  that  the  three  classes  of  cases  men- 
tioned in  Table  XXII.  are  not  in  all  respects  distinct,  but 
that  many  of  the  cases  recovered  are  included  among  ad- 
missions, and  that  some  of  the  persons  who  died  are  also 
included  among  admissions.  This  swells  the  aggregate  in 
the  last  column  considerably  above  the  number  of  persons 
to  whom  the  table  applies  ;  but  the  nature  of  the  facts  shown 
is  such  that  no  serious  error  will  arise  from  this  source, 
even  when  the  aggregates  of  several  years  are  taken  together, 
as  in  Table  XXIII.  ;  for  the  aggregate  of  cases  in  the  last- 
named  table  contains  none  that  are  carried  along  from  year 
to  year.  It  may  be  observed  that  very  few  of  the  epileptics 
or  general  paralytics  who  died  are  included  among  the  ad- 
missions of  that  year.  The  whole  number  of  recoveries 
and  deaths  noted  in  this  table  is  less  than  in  Table  XVIII., 
because  Table  XXII.  omits  the  asylums  at  Worcester  and 
Tewksbury,  the  Ipswich  Eeceptacle,  and  all  the  private 
asylums.  The  great  bulk  of  admissions,  however,  in  the 
whole  State,  are  made  to  the  hospitals  included  in  Table 
XXII.  ;  namely,  1,431  cases  admitted  out  of  the  1,634 
which  are  included  in  Table  XVIII.  These  1,634  cases  are 
divided,  with  respect  to  sex,  as  follows  :  775  men  and  859 
women,  which  would  seem  to  show  that  a  preponderance  of 
women  appears  among  the  commitments  as  it  does  among 
the*  whole  number  remaining.  But  among  the  1,093  first 
admissions  to  the  hospitals  and  asylums  given  in  Table 
XVIII. ,  537  appear  to  be  men,  and  556  women;  while 
among  5,470  first  admissions  in  Table  XXIV.,  2,755  are 
men,  and  only  2,715  women  ;  although  there  is  an  excess  of 
women  in  the  population  of  the  £tate,  as  there  is  also 
among  the  chronic  insane.  The  accumulation  of  women 
among  the  latter  class  seems  due  to  the  fact  that  they  re- 
cover less  frequently,  and  do  not  die  so  fast  as  the  male 
patients  do.     The  total  number  of  persons  in  all  the  hospi- 
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tals  and  asylums  during  the  year  is  somewhat  overstated  in 
Table  XVIII. ,  because  all  the  duplicates  cannot  be  excluded 
without  great  labor,  for  which,  reason,  also,  the  division  of 
the  sexes  under  this  head  is  not  quite  exact ;  but,  because  the 
great  majority  of  these  persons  belong  to  the  chronic  insane, 
there  are  certainly  more  women  than  men  among  them. 
Assuming  4,999  as  this  total  number  of  persons,  2,333  were 
men  and  2,666  were  women.  Of  this  total  number  of  differ- 
ent persons  appearing  in  our  Massachusetts  hospitals  and 
asylums  (4,999),  about  120  were  residents  of  other  States. 

Table  XXVII.  is  intended  to  show  historically  —  that  is, 
with  reference  to  the  commitments  of  former  years  —  the 
transactions  of  the  four  State  hospitals  since  1858,  the  year 
in  which  the  Northampton  hospital  opened.  Commitments 
of  previous  years  at  Worcester  and  Taunton  are  therefore 
treated  as  if  committed  in  1858  ;  but,  in  fact,  the  37  patients 
entered  in  the  table  for  1858,  and  many  of  those  at  North- 
ampton in  the  ten  years  following,  had  been  in  the  State 
hospitals  from  five  to  ten  years  at  least.  It  appears  that, 
while  above  one-fourth  of  the  present  patients  were  admitted 
in  1884,  65  patients  had  been  in  hospitals  twenty  years,  and 
176  others  had  been  where  they  now  are  for  more  than  ten 
years.  The  table  shows  no  instance  of  recovery  after  six 
years'  residence,  and  few  after  two  years.  The  first  two 
years  the  reported  recoveries  outnumber  the  deaths  ,  later 
the  deaths  very  much  exceed  the  recoveries.  No  aggregate 
is  made  of  the  whole  number  of  commitments  within  the 
twenty-six  years  covered  by  the  table,  because  it  would  be 
impossible  to  exclude  the  duplicates  in  so  long  a  period. 
The  duplicates  have  been  excluded,  however,  for  the  past 
year,  not  only  in  each  hospital,  but  in  the  aggregate  of  the 
hospitals;  and  it  therefore  appears  that  of  3,706  persons 
who  were  in  these  four  hospitals  during  the  year,  2,557 
were  remaining  at  its  close.  This  shows  that  the  population 
of  these  hospitals  changes  by  less  than  a  third  part  in  any 
given  year. 

Tables  XXIIL-XXVI.  are  made  up  from  the  statistics 
of  five  years  past ;   but,  as  these  were  not  complete  from 
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all  the  hospitals  for  the  whole  period,  the  aggregate  of 
reported  cases  has  been  taken,  without  distinction  between 
one  hospital  and  another.  Certain  significant  results  appear 
which  may  here  be  mentioned.  It  seems  that  the  average 
duration  of  insanity  at  death,  as  shown  by  these  tables,  in 
1,343  cases,  is  5|  years  for  745  men,  and  6  years  for  588 
women  ;  that  is,  an  average  duration  of  6  years  for  the 
whole  number,  which  is  large  enough  to  make  this  average 
of  some  value.  The  average  hospital  residence  of  these 
1,343  patients  who  died  was  2 J-  years.  In  respect  to 
recoveries,  it  would  seem  that  the  average  duration  of 
insanity  in  those  patients  who  recovered  exceeded  one  year, 
which  is  contrary  to  the  received  opinion ;  but  if  attention 
is  given  to  the  recoveries  reported  in  Table  XXVII.,  269  in 
all,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  hospital  residence  of  these 
patients  was  about  one  year  each  on  the  average.  The 
average  duration  in  all  such  reckonings  is  much  increased 
by  the  comparatively  few  cases  of  long  standing ;  thus,  in 
Table  XXVII. ,  if  only  the  recoveries  of  those  admitted  in 
the  last  two  years  are  considered,  the  hospital  residence 
would  fall  to  ten  months  or  less. 

The  results  of  different  admissions,  as  shown  by  Table 
XXIV.,  are  worthy  of  careful  attention.  Of  5,085  persons, 
discharged  from  their  first  admission,  more  than  half  (2,624) 
went  out  unrecovered;  while  more  than  one-fourth  (1,276) 
died,  and  only  1,185,  or  less  than  a  fourth,  recovered.  Of 
610  second  admissions,  a  little  more  than  half  (333)  were 
discharged  unrecovered,  while  145,  or  not  quite  one-fourth, 
recovered,  and  132  died.  Of  the  third  and  fourth  admis- 
sions, also,  more  than  half  were  discharged  unrecovered, 
though  the  recoveries  here  were  three  times  as  numerous  as 
the  deaths.  In  the  discharges  of  all  kinds,  which  aggregate 
6,025,  the  unrecovered  were  a  little  more  than  half  (3,133)  ; 
while  the  deaths,  1,443,  nearly  balanced  the  recoveries,  1,449. 
It  is  to  be  remembered,  also,  that  these  1,449  recoveries 
probably  represented  no  more  than  1,300  different  persons ; 
and  that  the  discharges  should  be  reduced  to  about  5,700,  if 
only  persons  are  considered,  and  not  cases.     By  combining 
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the  statistics  of  discharge  just  given  with  those  of  patients 
remaining  at  the  four  hospitals  shown  in  Table  XXVII., 
who  were  admitted  within  the  five  years  1880-1884 
(1,722),  we  shall  obtain  an  aggregate,  during  the  five  years, 
of  7,422  persons,  of  whom  only  about  1,300  have  already 
recovered,  and  of  whom  it  is  not  probable  that  more  than 
1,500  will  ultimately  recover.  This  would  give  a  per- 
centage of  permanent  recoveries  amounting  to  20,  which  is 
about  the  percentage  obtained  from  the  statistical  tables  of 
the  Worcester  hospital  alone. 

In  respect  to  parentage  and  civil  condition,  the  tables 
show  these  results  :  Of  4,466  cases  (not  persons)  admitted, 
1,221  were  wholly  or  partly  of  Massachusetts  parentage,  and 
1,978  wholly  or  partly  of  American  parentage  ;  while  2,489, 
or  56  per  cent.,  were  of  foreign  parentage.  The  parentage 
of  1,628,  or  considerably  more  than  one-third,  was  Irish  ;  of 
324,  English  or  Scotch  ;  and  of  258,  Canadian  ;  397  cases  were 
of  unknown  parentage,  but  most  of  these  were  sufficiently 
known  to  make  it  evident  their  parents  were  foreigners.  The 
civil  condition  of  the  cases  admitted,  — that  is,  whether  mar- 
ried, unmarried,  widowed,  etc., —  appears  in  the  aggregate  as 
follows :  Of  6,409  known  cases,  2,839,  or  about  four- 
ninths,  have  never  been  married;  namely,  1,563  men,  1,276 
women;  2,779  were  married  when  admitted;  viz.,  1,442 
men,  1,337  women;  789  were  widowed;  viz.,  209  men, 
580  women;  and  8  were  divorced;  viz.,  5  men,  3  woman. 
The  divorces,  however,  are  reported  only  at  a  few  hospitals, 
where  the  proportion  of  divorced  to  married  persons  was 
about  3^  in  a  hundred.  In  6,494  cases,  3,276  were  men, 
and  3,218  women  ;  a  fact  which  confirms  what  is  said  on 
page  228  about  the  excess  of  men  in  the  admissions  to  our 
hospitals.     . 

Table  XXVI.  gives  ^statistics  concerning  the  insanity  of 
persons  of  different  occupations,  who  have  been  admitted  to 
the  six  principal  hospitals  within  the  last  five  years.  The 
occupations  annually  reported  have  been  reduced  to  eight 
principal  classes,  while  miscellaneous  and  unknown  occupa- 
tions make  two  classifications  more.     The  whole  number  of 
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persons  in  the  table  is  somewhat  less  than  6,500,  but  of  these, 
878  had  unknown  occupations,  and  195  more  were  of  mis- 
cellaneous pursuits,  and  practically  unclassified.  This  leaves 
5,410  persons  whose  occupations  were  classified;  namely, 
2,790  men  and  2,620  women.  Of  these  5,410  persons, 
only  417  belonged  strictly  to  the  educated  class,  while  1,754 
were  either  laborers  (729),  operatives  (368),  or  domestics 
(657).  Farm  laborers  are  not  reckoned  among  laborers  in 
the  above  classification,  but  are  included  among  the  farmers, 
of  whom  the  total  is  296,  and  who  are  nearly  all  men. 
Housekeepers,  on  the  other  hand,  are  all  women,  and  of 
these  the  table  shows  the  largest  number  in  any  one 
class;  viz.,  1,502.  It  will  be  seen  that  this  class  makes 
between  a  third  and  a  fourth  part  of  all  the  classified  occu- 
pations, and  among  them,  no  doubt,  were  a  great  many 
educated  persons.  The  mechanical  operations  above  the 
grade  of  laborer  and  operative  show  1,113  persons,  of  whom 
968  were  men,  145  women.  The  smallest  class  next  to 
farmers  is  of  traders,  328,  of  whom  only  27  were  women. 

A  comparison  of  this  table  with  the  number  of  persons  of 
similar  occupations  reported  in  Massachusetts  at  the  time  of 
the  last  census  will  be  found  instructive.  Thus  it  appears 
that  all  the  farmers  and  farm  laborers  on  the  40,000  farms 
of  Massachusetts  furnished  in  five  years  only  266  insane  per- 
sons, while  368  operatives,  of  whom  164  were  women,  came 
into  the  hospitals  in  the  same  period.  If  we  add  to  these 
female  operatives  the  145  women  engaged  in  mechanical 
pursuits,  the  total  is  309,  or  considerably  more  than  of  the 
farmers.  A  table  of  this  kind,  however,  must  be  kept  up 
for  at  least  ten  years  to  make  the  deductions  from  it  of  much 
value. 
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FORMS    OF    INSANITY, 


Table   XXIII.  —  Forms  of  Insanity  reported  for   the   last   Five 
Years  ;-  Six  Hospitals  of  the  State. 


FORMS    OF  DISEASE. 


Cases  Pkbsohs 

Ar^iixzr      JA:   yerep.        Died. 


"icute, 1 ,681 

1.-:; 

recurrent, A 

puerperal,  or  hysterical, 68 


7:::.:. 


•: . : :  § 


11  i\  *-:'-:'.::.. 


a:-:e.   . 
:'_r:: ::, 


B39 
27€ 


Total, 1.367 


B9fl 
38 


154 
203 


I  ementia, 


a:~:e. 

chronic, 

senile, 

Total, 


Epilepsy, 

7    :ts;5 

I-" :.n ".  -  • I  -    . 
Al.AAA  Asar.iry,  . 
Delirium  tremens,    . 
Disease  of  the  Drain,  organic, 
Idiocy  and  imbecility,     . 
Opim  A3."- It,     . 
Ne~ra-       A:  . 

McraAAsaAty, 

Bat  hMMMl'  . 


::: 

190 

sso 

cA 


66 
200 

4S 
31 
W 

4 

2 

8 

49 


1 
110 


47 

52 

86 

143 


104 
266 

41 

1 


T:::A    . 


:  591 


1,444 


1,343 


Note.  —  The  Note  to  Table  XXLT.  is  applicable  here.    The  distinction  between  acute  and 
chronic  case*  of  dementia  and  melancholia  is  not  always  observed  in  the  reports  on  which 
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FIVE    YEARS     STATISTICS    OF    INSANITY. 


Table  XXIV.  —  Statistics  of  Cases  Reported  within  the  last  Five 
ears  at  Six  Hospitals  in  the  State. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Average  Duration  (i?i  months)  from  the  Attack  in  Cases 

Recovered  or  Died 

Whole  number  of  recoveries, 

729 

715 

1,444 

of  deaths, 

745 

588 

1,343 

Duration  before  admission  of  cases  recovered, 

7.1 

6.1 

6.9 

of  cases  died,         . 

41.5 

42.2 

41.5 

Hospital  residence  in  cases  recovered 

6.8 

8.2 

7.5 

in  cases  died,      

28.1 

32.1 

29.7 

Whole  duration  in  cases  recovered, 

13  9 

14.3 

14.4 

in  cases  died,  

69  6 

74.4 

71.1 

Duration  from  first  attack  of  insanity  in  cases  resulting  in 

death, 

71.4 

79.7 

72.9 

Results  of  Different  Admissions. 

Discharged  on  First  Admission.  —  Whole  number, 

2,559 

2,526 

5,085 

Recovered, 

605 

580 

1,185 

Died, 

660 

616 

1,276 

Otherwise, 

1,294 

1,330 

2,624 

Second  Admission.  —  Whole  numbei 

322 

288 

610 

Recovered, 

78 

67 

145 

Died, 

74 

58 

132 

Otherwise, 

170 

163 

333 

Third  Admission.  —  Whole  numbei 

68 

74 

142 

Recovered, 

16 

25 

41 

Died, 

15 

7 

22 

Otherwise, 

37 

41 

79 

Fourth  or  Subsequent  Admission.  — Whole  number, 

83 

105 

188 

Recovered, 

33 

45 

78 

Died, 

6 

7 

33 

Otherwise, 

44 

53 

97 

Civil  Condition  of  Cases  Admitted. 

First  Admission.  — Unmarried, 

1,301 

1,096 

2,397 

Married, 

1,220 

1,100 

2,320 

Widowed,  . 

175 

496 

671 

Unknown,  . 

59 

23 

82 

Total,       . 

2,755 

2,715 

5,470 

Second  Admission.  —  Unmarried, 

186 

123 

309 

Married, 

160 

165 

325 

Widowed, 

17 

43 

60 

Unknown, 

2 

1 

3 

Total,  . 

365 

332 

697 

Third  Admission.  —  Unmarried, 

38 

28 

66 

Married,   . 

32 

39 

Widowed, 

7 

15 

22 

Unknown, 

_ 

Total,    . 

77 

82 

159 

Fourth  or  Subsequent  Admission.  —  Unmarried, 

39 

30 

69 

Married, 

30 

33 

63 

10 

26 

36 

Unknown, 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Total, 

79 

89 

168 

Aggregates.  —  Unmarried 

1,564 

1,277 

2,841 

Married,     . 

1,442 

1,337 

2,779 

Widowed,  . 

209 

580 

789 

Unknown,. 

61 

24 

85 

Total,      . 

3,276 

3,218 

6,494 
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Table   XXIX.  —  Net  Expenses   of  Reformatory  and    Charitable 
Schools  for  Thirty-one   Years* 


VfKSTBOKOUGH   ANT» 
Va7::;a:   Schools 

L&KC&S 

TER. 

MOKSOH. 

Bostox  HorsE  of 
Reformation. 

s  -  s      At.  2STo. 

Expenses. 

At.  No. 

Expenses.     At.  No. 

Expenses. 

Av.  No. 

1854, 

188,898    472. 

_ 

$5,000* 

77. 

44,121 

562. 

- 

- 

- 

9,700* 

87. 

:  B  5  5 . 

42,896 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19,400* 

141. 

1857, 

48,921 

580.5 

$15,923 

56. 

19,300* 

155. 

1858, 

47,578 

589  - 

12.860 

94. 

-               - 

20,000* 

180. 

44.405 

558.« 

12.312 

98. 

-               _ 

24.000* 

2Ki. 

1860. 

59.919 

493.4 

13.872 

114. 

_               _ 

25.0  0* 

217. 

1S61, 

; !  .  \:  8 

373.5 

12.971 

126. 

_               _ 

23,000* 

214. 

1862, 

55.512 

403.7 

15.542 

140. 

- 

- 

30,1  .    ' 

225. 

1861 

54,001 

.  —  .->  — 

4.  O.r 

18.133 

137. 

- 

_ 

30,000* 

198. 

1*564, 

87,121 

472.6 

17,371 

140. 

_ 

_ 

32.000* 

200. 

i865, 

86.199 

485.6  . 

.      \ 

140. 

_ 

_ 

27. 

213.2 

543.5 

24.753 

144. 

- 

- 

40,740- 

207. 

1  fc67, 

107,341 

611. 

24,267 

141. 

- 14,000 

409.5 

30.127 

179. 

1868, 

98,433 

598  5 

::.-.- 

1SS. 

40,775     413.4 

32.515 

224. 

18 

97,181 

571. 

:     507 

1 40. 

32.752     357. 

35.131 

304. 

1870, 

88.37S 

502.1 

23.622 

145. 

34,878     318.3 

31.275 

276. 

1871, 

68,993 

457 

20.350 

138. 

41.344    335.8 

33.621 

294. 

1872, 

58,7<  7 

347. 

21,535 

121.5 

«  372     361. 

43.T": 

311. 

:  -~. . 

42,01  : 

289-5 

22,148 

121. 

40,460    368.4 

48,542 

304. 

1874, 

39,98( 

:"  " 

20.506 

93.3 

37.118    407. 

--.772 

321.4 

1875. 

40,811 

335.7 

24.636 

B4.7 

38,450     428  9 

42/. 

291. 

1 876, 

45,356 

348.5 

25,681 

121.8 

38,45€     435.2 

32.-. 

308. 

1 877 , 

Do.6l^ 

327. 

25.98C 

121.3 

.  1    30     438. 

or.: 

321.8 

1878, 

: 

316.2 

::.-; 

44.750     457.1 

;  .Sd6 

212.  t 

1879, 

4     574 

258.3 

18,227 

73.2 

44.460     449.5 

18,785 

190.:) 

1880, 

206.7 

1 

76  2 

43.200     404.3 

13,243 

139.8 

1881, 

>:.-:. . 

179.2 

: :  \ 

62  7 

43.900     S66.9 

13.759 

129.7 

1882, 

38*501 

113.6 

14,600 

50.6 

45.1':"     388.2 

i  .813 

111.5 

1883, 

31.540 

114  3 

14,560 

67.1 

48,70C     402.5 

7,864 

101.1 

1884, 

2a 

128  B 

1 : ,    M 

61.2  ; 

49,700     383.3 

8,910 

83. 

Local  Reformat 

ory  and 

Trucu 

it   Schools.!- . 

egatt 

># 

T» 

5               1*75.    1ST 

6.    1S77.    1 

LSTS.    1* 

79.    1SSO.    1881.    1 

882.    1SS3 

.    1S84. 

Expenses,  .    5-i  :::  ~-:  ,65 ;  $26,182  $61,091  S??,432  $56,072  $60,621  $S3,52>  $S5, 560  $S4,477 

At.  Xo..    .         .      149.        1S6.        197  5       .:  :  H3.1       503.1      «7J      128.4      706  1      674.9 


Note.  —  Westborough  includes   the   Nautical   School  from   1859   to 
1872  inclusive. 

*  Approximate. 

-  Tra         -  -   a!    "   Abridge  :-.~d  Worcester  for  ten  years,  at  Springfield  for  nine,  at 

Boston  1  it  Fall  River  for  five,  and  New  Bedford  for  four;    also    the    Marcella 

Bireet  Home,  Boston  from  IS" c, 
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Remarks  on  Reformatory  and  Charitable  Schools. 

Tables  XXVIII.  and  XXIX.  show  the  population  and 
expenses,  for  the  year  just  closed,  of  fifteen  schools  main- 
tained by  the  State,  the  cities,  and  one  county,  for  the 
instruction,  discipline,  and  reformation  of  poor  or  vicious 
children.  For  convenience,  institutions  very  unlike  each 
other  are  brought  together ;  but  their  inmates  all  belong  to 
the  dependent  and  delinquent  classes.  The  State  Primary 
School  is  here  considered  as  a  school  simply,  only  those  per- 
sons being  entered  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  school  by 
vote  of  the  State  Board ;  so  that  the  number  is  less  than  in 
preceding  tables,  where  all  the  residents  at  the  Monson 
establishment  are  reckoned  in.  The  large  decrease  of  these 
dependent  children  during  1880,  when,  beginning  with  1,516 
children,  the  number  diminished  during  the  year  to  1,264, 
has  not  continued ;  the  number  being  almost  precisely  the 
same  as  a  year  ago,  though  special  causes  have  made  an 
increase  or  decrease  in  special  schools. 

The  net  cost  of  maintaining,  instructing,  and  employing  an 
average  of  1,473  children  has  been  $205,683  in  the  past  year, 
or  an  average  weekly  cost  of  about  $2.68  for  each  child.  At 
the  State  schools  this  cost  is  higher,  rising  at  Westborough 
to  $3.90,  and  at  Lancaster  to  about  $4.68,  but  falling  at 
Monson  to  something  like  $2.29. 

The  smallest  per  capita  expenditure  in  any  of  these  schools 
appears  this  year  in  the  Lowell  Reform  School.  At  the 
Boston  House  of  Reformation  and  the  Plummer  Farm 
School,  where  the  reported  earnings  have  been  considerable, 
and  at  the  Fall  River  Truant  School,  where  the  cost  is 
reduced  by  its  undesirable  connection  with  an  almshouse, 
the  cost  is  little  above  $2.  At  the  Plummer  Farm  School  at 
Salem  the  earnings  come  from  farm  and  garden  work ;  at 
the  Boston  House  of  Reformation  the  earnings  are  derived 
from  printing. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  all  these  schools  the  number  of 
girls  is  only  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole  number  (on  the  1st 
of  October,  1884),  —  less  than  340  girls  out  of  a  total  of 
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1,451  pupils.  In  the  State  Primary  and  Reform  Schools  the 
proportion  is  somewhat  greater;  viz.,  150  girls  out  of  583 
pupils  in  all ;  and  in  the  Idiot  School,  at  South  Boston, 
nearly  two-fifths  of  the  pupils  are  girls.  The  number  of 
girls  placed  out  and  remaining  in  families  Oct.  1,  1884,  also 
shows  a  greater  proportion  ;  from  the  State  Primary  School, 
198  boys,  128  girls;  from  the  two  State  reformatories,  208 
boys  and  89  girls ;  and  from  children  in  the  custody  of  the 
Board,  267  boys  and  97  girls.  In  all,  992  children— 674 
boys  and  318  girls  —  who  had  been  placed  out  by  the  State, 
remained  in  families  Oct.  1,  1884.  The  number  of  children 
similarly  placed  out  from  the  local  schools  is  not  reported. 
The  children  in  city  and  town  almshouses  are  decreasing  in 
number  in  consequence  of  Acts  of  1879,  chap.  103.  In 
three  cities  —  Salem,  Springfield,  and  Worcester  —  scarcely 
any  children  to  whom  this  statute  applies  are  now  in  the 
almshouses ;  in  Lowell,  Fall  River,  and  other  cities  little  has 
been  done  to  enforce  the  law.  The  truant  schools  in  the 
city  almshouses  sometimes  contain  pauper  children  also. 
This  is  particularly  true  of  Lowell,  where  the  city  reforma- 
tory, in  a  wing  of  the  almshouse,  is  greatly  crowded  with 
pauper  boys,  who  go  to  school  with  the  truants. 

For  several  years  previous  to  1883  there  was  a  great 
increase  of  children  in  the  local  reformatories  and  truant 
schools.  Within  the  past  year  there  are  diminished  num- 
bers at  the  State  Reformatories  as  well  as  the  local,  the 
State  schools  showing  an  average  of  children  5  less  than  in 
1883,  while  the  municipal  schools  have  decreased  their  aver- 
age by  49  in  the  year  past.  It  is  not  easy  to  account  for 
these  changes,  but  they  are  not  very  important. 
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IMMIGRATION   STATISTICS,  1884. 


Table  XXXIV.  —  Showing  the  Number  of  Immigrants  Landing 
Monthly  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  per  Cunard  Line; 
also  the  Number  Ticketed  beyond  the  State,  1883-84. 


MONTJ 

Eeported 
to  Collector. 

Number 

never  here 

before. 

Number 
Arriving. 

Number 
Ticketed  be- 
yond the  State. 

1883 

October,    . 

. 

1,795 

1,795 

484 

November, 

. 

614 

614 

171 

December, 

. 

203 

203 

56 

1884 

January,  . 

7 

184 

191 

71 

February, 

. 

45 

45 

20 

March, 

. 

394 

394 

170 

April, 

. 

1,795 

1,795 

355 

May, 

. 

3,083 

3,083 

796 

June, 

1 

2,676 

2,677 

806 

July, 

. 

839 

839 

198 

August,     . 

,  .         .              3 

1,328 

1,331 

369 

September, 

1 

1,734 

1,735 

677 

Total, 

12 

14,690 

14,702 

4,173 
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IMMIGKANTS,    HEAD-MONEY,    ETC. 


Table  XXXV.  —  Showing  the  Number  of  Immigrants  for  whom 
Head-money  was  Collected,  the  Amount  Collected,  and  the  Num- 
ber of  Defectives  Reported  to  the  Collector  of  the  Port,  during 
each  Month,  from  Oct.  1,  1883,  to  Sept.  30,  1884. 


MONTH. 

Number  of 
Immigrants. 

Amount 
Collected. 

Defectives 
Reported. 

October,  . 

1883 

3,723 

$1,861    50 

1 

November, 

1,452 

726  00 

December, 

849 

424  50 

6 

January, . 

1884 

413 

206  50 

7 

February, 

407 

203  50 

- 

March,     . 

586 

293  00 

1 

April, 

4,894 

2,447  00 

6 

May, 

6,398 

3,199  00 

1 

June, 

5,488 

2,744  00 

1 

July, 

2,046 

1,023  00 

3 

August,    . 

1,836 

918  00 

4 

September, 

2,690 

1,345  00 

5 

Total, 

30,782 

$15,391  00 

35 
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IMMIGRATION    STATISTICS,  1884. 


Table   XXXVI.  —  Immigration  —  Vessels,    Passengers,   Age    and 
Sex  of  Immigrants,  etc.,  for  the  Tear  ending  Sept.  30,  1884. 


NATIONALITY. 

Number  of 

Vessels. 

Number  of 
Passengers. 

Number 
Eeported  to 
the  Collector. 

Number 

never  in  State 

before. 

British  vessels, 
American  vessels,    . 
Other  vessels,  . 

562 

300 

26 

31,879 

13,954 

1,251 

34 
1 

25,322 
3,611 
1,097 

Total, 

888 

50,084 

35 

30,030 

Table  XXXVI.  —  Concluded. 
Classification  of  Passengers. 


Americans,       .... 
Aliens  previously  in  the  State, 
Aliens  never  in  the  State  before, 
Reported  to  Collector,     . 


Total, 


6,865 

13,154 

30,030 

35 


50,084 


Age  and  Sex  of  Immigrants, 


Under  fifteen  years, 
Fifteen  to  twenty -five  years, 
Twenty-five  to  fifty  years, 
Fifty  years  and  upwards, 


Total. 


7,531 

13,828 

7,298 

1,373 

30,030 


Males,    . 
Females, 
Total, 


30,030 
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PEESONS    REMOVED    FEOM    THE    STATE. 


Boston,  Sept.  30, 1884. 

Names  of  Persons  Sent  out  of  the  State  by  the  Superintendent  of 
In-door  Poor,  under  Chap.  83,  Acts  of  1860.     [Pub.  Stat.  79, 


Date.    . 

NAMES. 

Where  Sent. 

Expense. 

1883. 

Oct.        2, 

Joanna  Elms,     .... 

Halifax,  N.  S., 

$6  50 

2, 

Maud  Carroll,     . 

(t                     «< 

6  50 

2, 

James  Thorpe,    . 

New  York, 

2  25 

3, 

Felix  McHannon, 

Cleveland,  O.,  . 

8  97 

3, 

Felix  McHannon,  Jr. 

<<              a 

4  48 

5, 

Robt.  W.  Carman, 

New  York, 

2  25 

6, 

Delia  Leheay,     . 

Limerick,  Ire.,* 

1  50 

6, 

John  Shea, . 

Tralee,  Ire.,*    . 

2  00 

6, 

Winnie  O'Brien, 

Galway,  Ire.,    . 

23  00 

6, 

John  Hynes, 

Queenstown,  Ire.,    . 

20  00 

6, 

William  Murphy, 

Galway,  Ire.,   . 

23  00 

6, 

Lizzie  McDonald, 

Charlottetown,  P.  E 

.  L,  ! 

8  00 

9, 

John  H.  McMullen,   . 

Augusta,  Me.,  . 

2  00 

12, 

Lawrence  McArdle, 

New  York, 

2  25 

13, 

Stephen  Eiley,    . 

Lowell,  Mass.* 

55 

15, 

George  Watson, . 

New  York, 

2  25 

16, 

James  McNally, 

Augusta,  Me.,  . 

2  00 

16, 

James  McLaughlin, 

"           "     . 

2  00 

16, 

Wm.  Nichols,     . 

Providence,  R.  I.,    . 

1  00 

17, 

Henry  Borden,  . 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

3  50 

17, 

Alice  Borden,     . 

<<             « 

3  50 

18, 

Jason  Miller,  col., 

Manchester,  N.  H., 

1  50 

18, 

James  Mullen,    . 

New  York, 

2  25 

18, 

Wm.  Roberts,     . 

Portland,  Me., . 

1  00 

19, 

John  Clarke, 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

4  50 

19, 

Christian  P.  Moegle, 

Augusta,  Me.,  . 

2  00 

20, 

Hugh  McIIugb,. 

London,  Eng.,* 

4  50 

20, 

Patrick  Foley,    . 

Galway,  Ire.,* . 

3  00 

20, 

Margaret  Foley, 

<<     '      u* 

3  00 

20, 

Joseph  J.  Wilcox, 

Liverpool,  En<r., 

20  00 

20, 

John  Connor, 

"                   «-*- 

) 

20, 

Louisa  Connor,  . 

«                              <!*• 

[    15  00 

20, 

Frances  Connor, 

«                   u-*. 

) 

20, 

John  Nagle, 

Cork,  Ire., 

20  00 

20, 

Wm.  Nagle, 

n        « 

10  00 

20, 

Albert  Nagle,      . 

c«        ii 

10  00 

20, 

Michl.  Nagle, 

«<        «< 

10  00 

20, 

John  McDonough, 

Galway,  Ire.,* . 

1 

20, 

Cath.  McDonough, 

t<          <<*• 

20, 

Hartley  McDonough, 

<<          <<*- 

[  46  50 

20, 

Wm.  McDonough, 

«<          «# 

20, 

Kate  McDonough, 

n             <<#• 

1 

J 

20, 

Maggie  McDonough, 

«<           <<* 

23, 

Maurice  Gerran, 

Quebec,*  . 

1  00 

23, 

Annie  Stewart,    . 

Blue  Hill,  Me.. 

3  75 

23, 

Michl.  Loughnanc,* 

Philadelphia,  Pa., 

4  75 

23, 

Ann  Loughnane, 

it              (i 

4  75 

24, 

Mary  Cooper,     . 

Newcastle,  N.  B., 

j     6  85 

24, 

Alice  Cooper, 

«            <( 

24, 

Lynd  Bland, 

New  York, 

3  00 

27, 

Eliza  McCauley, 

Charlottetown,  P.  E.  L, 

8  00 

* 

Part  J 
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Persons  Removed  —  Continued. 


Date. 

NAMES. 

Wheke  Sent. 

Expense. 

1883. 

Oct.     27, 

Win.  Smith, 

Liverpool,  Eng.,*    . 

$2  00 

30, 

John  Carwood,  . 

Worcester,  Mass., 

1  10 

31, 

John  B.  Sullivan, 

Portland,  Me., . 

1  00 

Nov.      1, 

Frank  Woolf  brant,   . 

New  York, 

2  25 

2, 

Thos.  Ryan, 

St.  John,  N.  B.„ 

4  50 

2, 

Cath.  Ryan, 

<(              a 

4  50 

2, 

Chas.  Vining,     . 

Portland,  Me., . 

1  00 

3, 

Chas.  Ranks, 

Middletown,  Conn  , 

3  50 

3, 

Mary  Crane, 

Belmullet,  Ire., 

|   23  00 

3, 

Dominick  Crane, 

(<            « 

5, 

Henry  Graham,  col.,  . 

Philadelphia,  Pa., 

4  75 

5, 

Eliza  Brown, 

New  York, 

2  25 

5, 

Clara  Reaves,     . 

« 

3  00 

6, 

George  Low, 

<< 

2  25 

8, 

Thos.  Prior, 

Providence,  R.  I.,    . 

1  00 

9, 

Whitely  Hanscom,    . 

Cape  Elizabeth,  Me 

, 

1  00 

10, 

Ellen  Donovan, . 

Queenstown  ,*  . 

3  00 

12, 

Cath.  Welch,      . 

Halifax,  N.  S., 

6  25 

13, 

Lousa  M.  Bella, 

Western  Islands,* 

15  00 

15, 

Michl.  Maloy,    . 

New  York, 

2  25 

15, 

James  O'Brien,  . 

« 

2  25 

15, 

Frank  Tripp, 

Aiken,  S.  C.,*  ! 

3  00 

16, 

James  Price, 

Montreal, . 

8  00 

17, 

Jane  Lush, . 

Halifax,  N.  S., 

6  00 

17, 

Wm.Lush,. 

«<             n 

6  00 

22, 

John  Robinson,  . 

New  York, 

2  25 

23, 

Joe  Prosper, 

St.  John,  N.  B.,* 

)         X 

23, 

Eunice  Prosper, 

«             <<*- 

[     5  00 

23, 

Jimmie  Prosper, 

a              <<# 

>        o    « 

23, 

Lawrence  Power, 

Sabattus,  Me., . 

3  50 

24, 

Mary  Walsh, 

Queen stown,  Ire., 

20  00 

24, 

Alice  Clays, 

Liverpool,  Eng., 

20  00 

24, 

Michl.  Lane, 

Galway,  Ire.,    . 

23  00 

24, 

Wm.  Askbury,  . 

Birmingham,  Eng.  * 

3  00 

24, 

Mary  Gillis, 

Port  Hawkesbury,  C.  B. 

7  00 

24, 

Martin  O'Melia, 

Queenstown,  Ire.,*  . 

3  00 

24, 

Patk  McGrath,  . 

Galway,  Ire.,* . 

3  00 

27, 

Edw.  K.  Osborn, 

New  York, 

2  25 

27, 

Alice  Whitcomb, 

Manchester,  Eng.,* 

20  00 

28, 

Margery  Gallagher,   . 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

4  50 

30, 

Charles  Lowell, . 

Portland,  Me., . 

1 

30, 

Ella  Lowell, 

"            "    . 

1 

30, 

Alonzo  Lowell,  . 

«           <« 

[     2  50 

30, 

Grace  Lowell,     . 

"            " 

J 

30, 

Frank  Lowell,    . 

U                     «( 

Dec.       1, 

John  Wallace,    . 

Galway,  Ire.,*  . 

3  00 

1, 

Patk.  King, 

((                        4<* 

3  00 

1, 

Michl.  Stanton,  . 

it                        •<* 

3  00 

3, 

Jos.  Macdonald, 

Halifax,  N.  S.', 

6  25 

4, 

Ann  Slater, 

Shirley,  Mass., 

J     1  00 

4, 

Mary  Slater, 

a              a 

4, 

■Isabella  Scott,    . 

<t               (< 

1  00 

7, 

Robt  Fox, . 

New  York, 

2  25 

7, 

And.  Hendrickson,     . 

a 

2  25 

10, 

Chas.  D.  Moors, 

Albany,  N.  Y.,' 

4  50 

11, 

Annie  Kenny,     . 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

J     4  50 

11, 

Grace  Kenny,     . 

<<             n 

18, 

Stanley  N.  Montgomery, 

Lawrenceville,  N.  S 

•> 

6  20 

18, 

Ira  S.  Fincher,    . 

New  York, 

2  25 

18, 

Amelia  C.  Coburn,     . 

Groveton  June,  N.  H.,  . 

6  60 

*  Part  fare. 
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PERSONS    REMOVED    FROM    THE    STATE. 

Persons  Removed  —  Continued. 

Date. 

NAMES. 

Where  Sent. 

EXPENSE. 

1883, 

Dec.     18, 

Julia  Freeman,  . 

Portsmouth,  N.  II  , . 

$2  65 

20, 

Sarah  S.  Curry, . 

Woodstock,  N.  B.,  . 

6  50 

20, 

Eunice  C.  Sparky, 

New  York, 

3  00 

22, 

Wm.  Mitchell,    . 

Providence,  R.  I.,    . 

1  00 

24, 

Wm.  Williamson, 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

] 

24, 

Mary  Williamson, 

«              <> 

}     9  00 

24, 

George  Williamson,   . 

"     '    \  . 

24, 

Wm.  Williamson, 

1               a                        u 

J 
) 

26, 

Nellie  Campbell, 

Hallowell,  Me., 

26, 

Walter  Campbell, 

"            " 

y    4  oo 

26, 

Maggie  Campbell, 

a                i( 

26, 

James  McCormack,    . 

Newport,  R.  I., 

1  70 

27, 

Joseph  Zeisler,   . 

Cincinnati, 

) 

27, 

Irna  Zeisler, 

<< 

[   43  50 

27, 

Eugene  Zeisler,  . 

" 

J 

28, 

Wm.  Huxley,     . 

Portland,  Me., 

75 

29, 

Metts  Jippson,    . 

New  York, 

2  25 

31, 

Jacob  Quinn, 

Philadelphia,  Pa., 

] 

31, 

Ellen  Quinn, 

tt                    a 

i 

31, 

Edw.  Quinn, 

<<                          l< 

)•     9  00 

31, 

John  H.  Quinn, . 

"                      " 

J 

1884. 

Jan.       1, 

Antonio  Sera, 

New  York, 

2  25 

4, 

Leander  Dupuy, 

Montreal  * 

3  00 

4, 

Dennis  Murphy, 

Portland,  Me., . 

75 

4, 

John  Wait, 

<(               a 

75 

4, 

Fred.  Hilton, 

New  York, 

2  25 

4, 

Patk.  Mone, 

<< 

2  25 

5, 

Hulda  Orlando,  . 

Gottenburg, 

24  00 

7, 

John  Gleason,     . 

New  York, 

2  25 

7, 

Dennis  Cleary,    . 

« 

2  25 

7, 

Geo.  Appleton,   . 

<« 

2  25 

7, 

Patk.  O'Rourke,  . 

<< 

2  25 

7, 

Thos.  O'Connor, 

« 

2  25 

7, 

Patk.  Laren, 

« 

2  25 

7, 

Peter  Lorenzen, . 

Philadelphia,  Pa  ,* 

2  50 

8, 

Frank  Thomas,  col.,  . 

U                           C( 

4  75 

9, 

Geo.  H.  Knox,   . 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

4  50 

9, 

Peter  Parker, 

New  York, 

2  25 

9, 

J.  V.  Vanstienkisti,  . 

<• 

2  25 

9, 

Henry  Form  an,  . 

(< 

2  25 

9, 

And.  Dewyer,     . 

« 

2  25 

9, 

James  Kenneday, 

a 

2  25 

9, 

Chas.  Adams,  al.  Worcest 

er,     . 

Augusta,  Me.,  . 

2  00 

10, 

Wm.  R.  Kyle,    . 

New  York, 

2  25 

10, 

Geo.  Brown, 

New  Bedford,  . 

I  35 

10, 

Pedro  Bartello,  . 

Bathurst,  N.  B.,    ■ 

S  55 

10, 

Michl.  Collins,    . 

Savannah,  Ga., 

12  00 

11, 

James  Fields,  col.. 

Philadelphia,  Pa., 

1  7-"' 

11, 

Albert  Schlenker, 

Buffalo,  N.  V.. 

3  00 

11, 

Everett  Hurst,    . 

Beacon  Falls,  Conn 

2  75 

11, 

John  Fletcher,    . 

New  York, 

2  25 

11, 

James  Reynolds, 

1          <. 

2  25 

12, 

John  McDonald, 

Halifax,  N.  S., 

6  00 

12, 

Chas.  Brandt, 

New  York, 

2  25 

12, 

Geo.  Sarnlmrn,  . 

<< 

2  25 

1-1, 

Edw.  Green, 

i« 

2  25 

14, 

Edw.  Gardner,    . 

New  London,  Conn 

3  00 

1.-), 

Alice  Gasford,    . 

i  Detroit,  Mich., 

17  00 

* 
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Pate. 

H  A  U  E  S 

^  :-:ir_  Ss>-- 

EXPKXSE 

1>>4. 

' 

]  Warren.  . 

Z    i  emont,  N.  IL,  . 

84  00 

.        . 

New  York, 

.  Y 

1 

Frank  Eenneday. 

. 

1 

V         Smirh. 

:  _' 

;  ;  :           :   . 

Pa 

4  75 

-" 

Hill,         . 

>.  B., 

9  00 

" 

James  Arms::; ;_r. 

N«     York, 

2  2a 

17, 

r 

Portland,  Me., 

1  00 

John  H.  Fiynn.  . 

u  rtuml  as,  .' ..  . 

10  00 

Lii 

Wm.  Dalton. 

New  York, 

.  Y 

21 

Frefei  Grabel,     . 

.. 

2  25 

21 

\                      .        . 

Concord,  X.  K.. 

:  - 

h 

Gee.  Buckley.     . 

New  York, 

:  y 

- 

Lewis]                L  Potts 

Ashton,  Eng.,  . 

:i  50 

i 

Christine  Ahlquest,    . 

3ottenburg£ 

24  00 

V 

Pedro  L.Pi-:;    . 

Western  Islands, 

25  00 

- 

:.:::.:-.;.r:A:,, 

.. 

25  00 

21 

J^is:::  FY— er.  . 

Si    loan,  N.  B.. 

3  50 

u 

Frank  Prosper.  . 

. . 

14 

Mary  a.  Prosper, 

.. 

M 

Newell  Prosper. . 

.. 

U 

IImk    Caylor,     . 

New  York, 

:  y 

24, 

1 1... .:.  _-. . .: 

Western  Islands,*    . 

IS   ' 

.-. 

Thos.  G.  Papples. 

New  York. 

-: 

I"  _  .  «    1 :  .  :'. .  .  . 

Anirasta.  Me.,  . 

_   N 

.:. 

: :  :li.  _-  ::z^fra.l. 

Wakefield, 

30 

Wm.  Maxiield.  . 

New  York, 

- 



••                    . 

. 

David  O'Donnell. 

Cleveland,  0..  . 

4  50 

« 

Wm.  Morse, 

New  York, 

:> 

Mary  Kelly. 

Galway,  Ire..    . 

24  00 

■ 

Celena  Price,  al,  Bdwai  Is 

Birmingham         _  . . 

::  : 

James  MeCall,    . 

Londonderry,  Ire..  . 

21  50 

- 

J.  Qninn,     .... 

LY ":. : : : :     -    - 

20  00 

- 

James  O'Donnell. 

Galway.  Ire.,*  . 

•  00 

i 

'". .      -   "" 

A::_  isfa,  Me  .  . 

2  00 

5, 

Hirsch  SiedeY     . 

New  York, 

a 

Girtel  Siedel. 

. 

5  50 

•5. 

Siedel, 

M 

Frank  ^.r~::::. 

Norwich,  Conn., 

'      2  5C 

11. 

Hannah  Stine.     . 

Snncook.  N.  H.. 

■    - 

11, 

Mary  Leonard,  . 

Pntnam,  Conn.. 

1  H 

11, 

Sherlock,. 

Halifax,    . 

9  00 

"- 

Milr:  S~ eeney.  . 

New  York. 

M 

John  Clarke. 

Providence.  E.  I..    . 

1  00 

11, 

Patk.  McGuckin. 

. . 

:  : :■ 

1-5, 

Matthew  Jordan. 

>Y~  Y    /: 

2  25 

16, 

Mary  Miriek. 

Copenhagen.     . 

_^  :: 

16, 

John  O'Donnell, 

Waterfi:   i,  Ireu, 

21  50 

1 

A-  Croghan. 

Qneenstown,  Ire.,     . 

20  00 

1 

John  Mann, 

Liverpool,  Eng., 

_ :  •:-.' 

1 

Av.i  X::r.. 

20  00 

1 

Jane  MePherson  al.  McFarlan 

Halifax.  N.  Y. 

6  00 

19, 

. 

New  York, 

.   Y 

19, 

Wm.  Glore, 

Defiance.  0..     . 

11  30 

. 

Sarah  Gumpert. 

New   V 

_  -r 

. 

John  Curran. 

Concord.  >.  H.. 

_ 

!_:■?.  DouYass. 

>  ew  "i  : ::. 

.  Y 

'-' 

Wm.  B    E 

St.  Johns.  Newfoundland 

13  00 

- 

Earnest  W.  Sutclim.. 

Halifax,  X.  S., 

Y 

Pari  :'v  b. 
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PERSONS    REMOVED 

FROM    THE    STATE. 

Persons  Removed —  Continued. 

Date. 

X  A  31  E  S  . 

Where  Se>t.                    Expexse. 

1*»S4. 

Feb.     23, 

Wm.  Caddotte,  . 

Holvoke,  Mass., 

s2  4^ 

23, 

Walter  Carr, 

Halifax,  X.  S., 

6  25 

25, 

Clias.  Peterson,  . 

New  York, 

2  25 

27. 

Henry  S.  Nelson, 

Cambridge,  X.  Y.. 

5  00 

27, 

Geo.  C.  Hutchison,     . 

New  York, 

2  2o 

28, 

Geo.  Russell, 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

3  -50 

28, 

Thos.  O'Brien,    . 

Halifax,  X.  S., 

6  2.5 

28, 

Wilhelrn  Martin, 

New  York, 

2  25 

28, 

Corn.  Minnehan, 

Worcester,  Mass.. 

1  00 

29, 

Jose'  R.  de  Sylia, 

Western  Islands, 

25  00 

29, 

Teresa  M.  de  Souza,  . 

U                     a 

25  00 

29, 

James  Hudson,  . 

Portland,  Me., 

1  00 

29, 

John  Kellv, 

t<                  a 

1  00 

Mar.      1, 

Wm.  Hurd, 

Bridgeport,  Conn., 

4  23 

1, 

Anthony  Walton, 

New^York, 

2  25 

1, 

Joseph  Manego, 

Newburn.  N .  S., 

23  00 

1, 

Jerm.  Colbath,  . 

Dover,  N.  H.,  . 

2  00 

3, 

John  Marshall,  col.,  . 

New  York, 

2  2.5 

4, 

Harold  Pucketson, 

Newport,  R.  I., 

1  70 

4, 

Barthl.  Bundv,   . 

Springfield,  Mass  . 

2  23 

5, 

Wm.  Allen,   "... 

St  John.  N.  B., 

3  50 

6, 

Thos.  Hadley,  col.,    . 

New  York, 

2  25 

6, 

Frank  Hamilton, 

i; 

2  25 

7, 

John  Carrins,  al.  Curran,  . 

" 

2  25 

8, 

Ann  McCreagh,  col., . 

Norfolk,  Va.,   . 

7  00 

10, 

Wm.  Mellen, 

Waltham.  Mass.. 

20 

10, 

John  Condon,     . 

Lowell,    Mass.. 

80 

10, 

David  Jones, 

u             (< 

- 

10, 

John  J.  O'Grady, 

New  York, 

2  25 

11, 

Mary  Lewis, 

3  00 

11, 

Jacob  Rosenberg, 

« 

2  25 

12, 

Ellen  Hines,        . 

St.  John,  N.  B.', 

4  50 

13, 

Peter  Brady, 

Liverpool,  Eng., 

20  00 

13, 

Moses  Kalzousky, 

Hamburg, 

24  00 

13, 

John  Dally, 

Bristol,  Eng.,    . 

1 

13. 

Eliza  Dally, 

« 

}  57  50 

13, 

Flossie  Dallv.     . 

.(                   u 

13, 

Inf.  Dally,  . 

<<                 (t 

j 

13, 

M'rg/t  Dillon.      . 

Skiberreen,  Ire., 

11  50 

13, 

John  Dillon, 

U                                II 

23  00 

13, 

Kate  Fallon. 

Roscommon.  Ire.. 

23  00 

13, 

Michl.  Romanos, 

Liverpool,  En?., 

4  50 

13, 

Mary  Mulligan. . 

>< 

5  00 

13, 

Joseph  J.  Hoy,  . 

New  York. 

2  2:. 

13, 

Charlotte  Paul,  . 

Westborough,  Ma>s 

f 

) 

13, 

James  Paul, 

"                    " 

1  28 

13, 

Frank  Paul, 

14                                                          _ 

14, 

Edw.  Powers,     . 

Greenfield,  Mass.,    . 

2  27 

14, 

Leo  Leittenbacker,      . 

New  York, 

2  25 

17, 

Thos.  Landrie,    .        .  •      . 

Dayton.  0.. 

Joseph  Driver,    . 

Philadelphia,  Pa.. 

"   - 

Sallie  Driver, 

.. 

."i  .50 

18. 

Frank  Cr>>->. 

New  York, 

1^. 

Matilda  Fields,  . 

Albany.  N.  Y., 

5  00 

19, 

Perez  Goldstein, 

New  Haven.  Conn  , 

n 

21, 

Danl.  Barelv,      . 

Now  York, 

21, 

Br'g't  Doyle, 

Nashua,  N.  II.. 

1  20 

21, 

Ann  Pratt 

Hartford,  Conn., 

22, 

Michl.  0 ' Lough  1  in,    . 

Washington.  D.  C, 

Mary  Hunt.        . 

-    -  >,  Ire.  *      . 

3  00 

»  Part 

fare. 
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Persons  Removed  —  Continued. 


Date. 

X  A  UER. 

Where  Sent. 

Expense. 

1SS4. 

Mar.     22,  j 
22. 

Hannah  Dasey,  . 
James  Dasey, 

Queenstown,  Ire.,     . 

|  $30  00 

22' 

Annie  Young.     . 

u                       "* 

3  00 

22' 

Mary  Martin. 

Galway,  Ire.,    . 

23  00 

22' 

Mary  Geary, 

Jersey,  Eng.,    . 

h 

22' 

W111.  Geary, 

"          " 

-   72  00 

22 

Hannah  Geary,  . 

"          " 

j 

25, 

Marcus  Cohen,  . 

Newark,  N.  J.,* 

25 

26, 

Martin  Murray, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,    . 

1  75 

28, 

Lizzie  Scott. 

Deer  Isle,  Me., 

1      4  50 

28, 

Bertha  W.  Scott, 

"            " 

28, 

Alfred  Elliott,     . 

New  York, 

2  25 

31, 

Edw.  Gagan, 

Webster,  Mass., 

1  50 

31, 

James  Quinn,      . 

New  York, 

2  25 

31, 

Root.  Higginbottom, 

Portland,  Me., . 

1  00 

April      1, 

Michl.  Kenneday, 

Holyoke,  Mass., 

2  48 

1, 

John  Kenneday, 

*<«              « 

2  48 

1, 

Robt.  Leech, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,- 

2  50 

1, 

Geo.  Regan, 

New  York, 

2  25 

2, 

John  Duggan,     . 

" 

2  25 

1, 

Michl.  Sweeney, 

St.  John,  N.  B.. 

3  50 

1, 

Michl.  Quinn,     . 

Milwaukee,  Wis., 

1 

4, 

Marv  Quinn, 

a                       i< 

\   31  00 

j 

1, 

Edw.  E.  Quinn, . 

11                                      K 

1, 

John  C-  Quinn,  . 

"                       " 

•5, 

Kate  Martin, 

Dublin,  Ire.,*    . 

5  00 

5, 

Julia  Flaherty,  . 

Galway,  Ire.,    . 

23  00 

5, 

Andrus  Anderson, 

Gottenberg, 

24  00 

5, 

Ada  Astin,  . 

Bernley,Eng., . 

21  00 

5, 

Ellen  Astin, 

"            " 

10  00 

5, 

Geo.  C.  Astin,     . 

a                  << 

10  00  " 

7, 

Michl.  Lally,      . 

New  York, 

2  25 

7, 

Fred.  C.  Shepherd, 

«< 

2  25 

7, 

James  Carey, 

" 

2  25 

8, 

Thos.  Jones, 

« 

2  25 

8, 

James  Kellv, 

" 

2  25 

9, 

Edw.  McBride,  . 

" 

2  25 

10, 

Lizzie  Sherman, . 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

4  50 

10, 

James  Lindergan, 

Albany,  N.  Y., 

4  50 

H> 

Henrv  Frank,     . 

New  York, 

:     2  25 

11, 

Edw."  Gill,  . 

« 

2  25 

11, 

James  Leary, 

Fall  River.  Mass., 

1  00 

12, 

Sarah  J.  Moran, 

Halifax,  N.  S., 

'  6  00 

12, 

Sarah  Moran, 

U                           K 

3  00 

11, 

Henry  W.  Harkins, 

Grafton,  Mass., 

.    97 

16, 

Michl.  Leahy,     . 

New  York, 

2  25 

19, 

Charles  Singleton, 

Liverpool,  Eng.. 

1 

19, 

Isabella  Singleton, 

"            " 

19, 

Mary  D.  Singleton, 

"            " 

;•  70  00 

19, 

Thos.  Singleton, 

. .                a 

19, 

Joseph  Singleton, 

<<                 (< 

J 

19, 

Patrick  Malonej', 

Tuam,  Ire., 

1 1 

19, 

Mary  Maloney,  . 

"         " 

1 

19, 

Michael  Maloney, 

"        " 

!  44  00 

19, 

Mary  Maloney,  . 

it        n- 

I 

19, 

Delia  Maloney,   . 

"        " 

J 

19, 

Alice  Callahan,   . 

|  Queenstown,  Ire., 

20  00 

19, 

John  Scully, 

Sligo,  Ire., 

23  00 

19, 

Sarah  Harrup,     . 

Manchester,  Eng., 

I    32  25 

19, 

John  Harrup, 

(1                          c« 

Part  fare. 
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PERSONS    REMOVED    FROM    THE    STATE. 


Persons  Removed  —  Continued. 


Date. 

X  A  MES. 

Where  Sent. 

Expense. 

1884. 

April    19, 

Joseph  Hillier,    . 

|  Bradford,  Eng., 

19, 

Ruth  Hillier,       . 

• 

19, 

Ernest  Hillier,    . 

u                     U 

19, 

Sydnev  Hillier,  . 

"              "            .         . 

19, 

Mildred  Hillier, . 

M                         H 

!  s  130  50 

19, 

Richard  Hillier. . 

"                         " 

| 

19, 

Benjamin  Hillier, 

"                         " 

'  1 

19, 

Hepsibeth  Hillier, 

tt                         (I 

19, 

Leah  Kilson, 

"                         " 

J 

19, 

John  Fuller, 

New  York, 

2  25 

19, 

Josephine  Patterson, . 

c< 

3  00 

21, 

Clement  Bushman,     . 

"                  ... 

2  25 

22 

Bridget  Ormand, 

"                .        .        . 

3  00 

25, 

Patrick  Farren,  . 

"                  ... 

2  25 

26, 

Hannah  Anderson,     . 

Dingley,  Eng., 

17  50 

26, 

Thos.  Hutchinson, 

Liverpool,  Eng., 

15  00 

26, 

Maggie  Maguire, 

Belfast,  Ire.,      . 

\ 

26, 

Peter  Maguire,    . 

"           "... 

'    30  00 
i 

26, 

Hugh  Maguire,  . 

"           "        .        .        . 

26, 

R,ose  Maguire,     . 

"           "... 

J 

26, 

Rebecca  Snell,    . 

Baltimore,  Md.. 

26, 

Francis  Harrington,    . 

«            (< 

26, 

Wilbur  E.  Harrington, 

•<i            « 

>  40  00 

26, 

Orlando  Nicolls,   ^      . 

(<            (< 

J 

26, 

Mary  George, 

"            "            .        . 

28, 

Ann  Porter, 

Calais,  Me., 

4  50 

28, 

Richard  Hart,     . 

New  York, 

2  25 

28, 

Frank  Trainor,    . 

" 

2  25 

28, 

Walter  Roe, 

"        • 

2  25 

29, 

Peter  F.  Hackett, 

Providence,  R.  I.,     . 

1  00 

29, 

Louis  Verrier,     . 

Montreal, .... 

[    16  00 

•  29, 

Louisa  Verrier,  . 

" 

29, 

Andrew  Glenville, 

Gloucester,  Mass.,   . 

50 

29, 

Edward  Masse\  . 

Montreal,  .... 

I    18  00 

29, 

Euphonia  Masse", 

"         . 

May       1, 

John  I.  Leary,    . 

New  York, 

2  25 

3, 

Daniel  McGarraijle,    . 

Liverpool,  Eng., 

15  00 

3, 

Marcus  Silverman, 

Hamburg, 

19  00 

3, 

Artemus  Bervine, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,     . 

4  75 

3, 

Fred  I.  Johnson, 

New  York, 

2  25 

3, 

James  Cullen,     . 

St.  Johns,  Newfoundland, 

6  00 

3, 

Emma  Anderson, 

Truro,  N.  >.,     . 

|      8  50 

3, 

Infant  Anderson, 

<<              << 

5, 

Jerm.  Brennan,  . 

New  York, 

2  25 

6, 

Michael  Connolly, 

" 

2  '2-. 

6, 

William  Downey, 

"                 ... 

2  25 

7, 

Dennis  Kerrigan, 

Nashua,  N.  H., 

1  15 

7, 

Edward  Slater,  . 

Colebrook,  Conn.,     . 

3  50 

Mary  Flaherty,  . 

Pittston,  Pa.,     . 

7 

10, 

Mary  Davis,  al.  Devoy. 

Halifax,  N.  S., 

'      9  00 
7  00 

10, 

Emma  Davis,  al.  Devoy.    . 

"             " 

14, 

Benry  Bergman, 

Baltimore,  Md.. 

16, 

Patrick  Daly,      . 

New  York, 

2  25 

16, 

Catherine  Daly, . 

i                             ... 

2  25 

16, 

Mary  Tracy, 

Beth leli em,  Pa., 

4  85 

17. 

Fannie  Marshall, 

Halifax,  N.  S..  . 

6  00 

17, 

Bartley  Flaherty, 

Gal  way,  Ire 

is  no 

17, 

John  Donovan,   . 

Ki Harney,  Ire., 

17  0<i 

19, 

Charles  Soar, 

New  York, 

1-'. 

Phineas  Rice, 

Windsor,  Vt.,   . 

3  95 

*  Part  fare. 


262 


HEALTH,   LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY,       [Jan. 


APPENDIX. 

Persons  Removed  —  Continued. 

Date. 

NAMES. 

Where  Sent. 

Expense. 

1884. 

May     21, 

Henry  Davis,  col., 

New  York, 

$3  00 

23, 

Patrick  Lee, 

Montreal, . 

8  00 

24, 

Kate  Roberts,     . 

Killarney,  Ire., 

} 

24, 

Minnie  Roberts, . 

(<     '       << 

[  34  00 

24, 

Margaret  Roberts, 

a                 a 

J 

24, 

Eliza  Fitzgerald, 

Dublin,  Ire.,     . 

i    24  00 

24, 

Mary  Fitzgerald, 

"          " 

24, 

Bridget  Mahon,  . 

Galway,  Ire.,    . 

18  00 

24, 

Ellen  Carroll, 

Waterford,  Ire., 

16  50 

24, 

Kate  Hare, . 

Warrington,  Eng.,  . 

17  00 

24, 

Alfred  Ponting,  . 

Birmingham,  Eng., 

17  50 

26, 

William  McDonald, 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

4  50 

26, 

William  Coggswell,   . 

Syracuse,  N.  Y., 

5  50 

29, 
29, 

Julia  Barry, 

Berkshire,  Vt.  * 

I      1  00 

31, 

Jennie  Godwin,  . 

Birmingham,  Eng., . 

l    17  50 

31, 

Gertrude  Godwin, 

<<                << 

31, 

Jacob  Jacoby,     . 

Philadelphia,  Pa., 

2  50 

June      3, 

John  Swift, 

Valley  Falls,  R.  I., . 

1  00 

4, 

Thomas  Ryan,    . 

Montreal, 

8  00 

5, 

Frank  Creamer, . 

Lee,  Mass., 

1  95 

5, 

Thomas  Moakley, 

New  York, 

4  00 

6, 

Eli  Mahew, 

Ausable,  Mich., 

12  00 

7, 

Margaret  Gannon, 

London,  Eng., . 

1    18  00 

7, 

George  Gannon, 

«<            a ' 

7, 

Hugh  Kerr, 

Londonderry,  Ire.,  . 

15  00 

7, 

John  Thrasher,  . 

St.  Johnsbury,  Vt., 

6  00 

9, 

Edward  Sheridan, 

New  York, 

3  00 

10, 

Timothy  Thornton,    , 

Lewiston,  Me., . 

2  00 

10, 

William  Maguire, 

New  York, 

3  00 

11, 

George  Mayers,  col., 

a 

3  00 

H, 

Edward  Malone, 

Philadelphia,  Pa„ 

5  50 

14, 

Catherine  Joyce, 

Galway,  Ire.,    . 

18  00 

14, 

Thomas  Flynn,  . 

Liverpool,  Eng., 

15  00 

14, 

John  King, . 

Galway,  Ire.,    . 

18  00 

14, 

Hannah  King,     . 

It                        It 

18  00 

14, 

Harriet  Potts,     . 

Liverpool,  Eng., 

1 

14, 

Edward  Potts,    . 

a                 a 

I  37  50 

14, 

Fred  Potts, 

a                        ti 

14, 

Jane  Potts. 

a                 a 

1 

18, 

Nora  Griffin, 

New  York, 

4  00 

19, 

Eben  Bowley,     . 

Nashua,  N.  H., 

1  20 

21, 

Mary  Griffin, 

Halifax,  N.  S., 

1 

21, 

Sarah  Griffin, 

it                 a 

1 

21, 

William  Griffin, 

it                  a 

| 

21, 

Thomas  Griffin, . 

a                  n 

[   18  00  . 
i 

21, 

Mary  Griffin, 

a                  a 

21, 

Ella  Griffin, 

a                  ti 

21, 

Ethel  Griffin,      . 

a                   a 

1 
i 

21, 

George  Griffin,   . 

n                   a 

J      ,  ™ 

21, 

Benjamin  Ellery, 

Newport,  R.  I., 

1  70 

21, 

Peter  Keenan,    . 

Queenstown,  Ire., 

12  00 

23, 

August.  Greniaux, 

New  York, 

3  00 

26, 

John  Matherson, 

Truro,  N.  S.,    . 

6  25 

27, 

George  Marsh,   . 

Quebec.    . 

9  00 

27, 

Joseph  Curran,  . 

Galway,  Ire  ,    . 

1 

27, 

Mary  Curran,     . 

a                 it 

27, 

Joseph  Curran,  . 

a                 a 

\  45  00 

27, 

Mary  Curran, 

u                 a 

■J 

27, 

James  Curran,    .... 

a                 ti 

* 
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PERSONS    REMOVED    FROM    THE    STATE. 


Persons  Removed  —  Continued. 


Where  Sent. 


Expense. 


July 


1884. 

June  27, 
28, 
28, 
28, 

28, 

2, 
5, 

7, 


9, 
10, 
11, 
11, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
12, 
15, 
1.1, 
16, 
16, 
16, 
is, 
is, 
19, 
19, 
19, 
19, 
19, 
19, 

1", 
1!), 
19, 
19, 

1", 
1!», 
22, 
22, 
22, 
23, 
23, 

2:;, 

23, 

2:5, 
2:i, 
23, 
23, 
23, 
23, 
21, 
21, 
21  i, 
26, 


John  G.  Hanna, . 
Capras  Denson,  col., 
Peter  Curran, 
Annie  Curran,     . 
Jane  Curran, 
John  Wilson,      . 
Mary  A.  Hinchey, 
Edemondo  Pietro, 
Steward  Easton, 
Thomas  Lanigan, 
Frank  A.  Dole,  . 
Isaac  Jacobs, 
Peter  Dalton, 
Frank  P.  Dunham, 
James  Kelly, 
John  Williams,  . 
Mary  Joyce, 
John  Joyce, 
Cummings  Flaherty, 
Susan  Wier, 
Annie  Adams,    . 
Albert  E.  Adams, 
Fannie  Smith,     . 
Ann  Driscoll,  •    . 
Mary  Foley, 
John  Foley, 
Thomas  Corduff, 
William  Oulton, 
Mitchell  Wood,  . 
John  Jones, 
Cath.  Jones, 
Maggie  Campbell, 
Thomas  Kerrigan, 
Bridget  Kerrigan, 
Thomas  Kerrigan, 
Michael  Kerrigan, 
Mary  Kerrigan,  . 
Patrick  Kerrigan, 
Simon  Kerrigan, 
Ann  Kerrigan,    . 
Mary  Connolly,  . 

Lazaras  Kosakoff, 
William  H.  King, 
James  Hogan,     . 
Sarah  McLellan, 
John  McCann,    . 
Francis  McCann, 
Mary  McCann,    . 
James  McCann,  . 
John  Green  leaf,  . 
Jennie  M.  Grcenleaf, 
Joseph  E.  Rhodes, 
Winnefred  Maloy, 
Ellen  Maloy, 
Kate  Maloy, 
James  Clarke,     . 
John  Maloy, 
Edward  Collins, 
Rosamond  Mason, 


New  York, 
Norfolk,  Va., 
Galway,  Ire., 


Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Limerick,  Ire., . 
New  York, 
St.  John,  N.  B., 
Halifax,  N.  S., 
Lynn,  Mass.,    . 
New  York, 
St.  John,  N.  B., 
New  York, 
Providence,  R.  L, 
New  York, 
Galway,  Ire.,    . 


Dublin,  Ire.,     . 
Manchester,  Eng., 

Exeter,  Eng.,   . 
Queenstown,  Ire., 
Hartford,  Ct.  * 

Halifax,  N.  S., 
Charlottetown,  P.  E 
New  York, 
St.  John,  N.  B., 

Charlottetown,  P.  E 
Queenstown,  Ire., 


Galway,  Ire.,    . 

England, 
Augusta,  Me.,  . 
Dover,  N.  H.,  . 
St.  John,  N.B., 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Fall  River,  Mass., 

Attleborough,  Mass 
Pittsburgh,  Pa., 


New  York, 

Water  ford,  Ire. 
Glasgow,  Scot., 


$4  00 
8  00 

30  00 

5  50 

14  50 
3  00 
3  50 

6  25 
20 

3  00 
3  50 
3  00 
1  00 
3  00 

15  00 

7  50 
15  00 
13  00 

13  50 

17  00 
12  00 

1  50 

6  25 

7  50 
3  00 
3  50 
3  50 
7  50 


}   60  00 


15  00 
7  50 

12  00 

2  00 
1  90 
4  50 

1 

>  11  00 

) 

1  20 

1  20 

70 

15  50 

15  50 

7  75 

3  00 
3  00 

13  50 
12  00 


Part  fare. 
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HEALTH.  LUNACY,  AND  CHARITY 


Jan. 


AFPJBNl 

- 

:  ,.  r  7 . 

H  A  IKS 

> 

KSMEBSa 

I*!y4. 

Julv 

-    -"..       . 

New  Y   :  : 

p  . 

Marana  Jazoin 

tf 

M 

Jcnak  Jagoin. 

.. 

a 

":  7/7  5Fe:  .:"."■. 

, 

:    ; 

- 

Cath.  Connolly,          .        .        . 

Qae'r  e 

s 

John  Connolly.  . 

F    • 

Tonnoliy, 

-: 

. 

31,  . 

F.:  ':^-  Oliver.  ". 

g,    -.-...    x    - 

- 

31, 

Maigaret  McCnllougfc. 

New  Tort 

3  00 

- 

z.:.— at:,  r  ;— 777. 

00 

Aog.      1. 

Frank  E.  McClnre.     . 

~  -  -           -  ■  _ 

1     . 

- 

F.i:k.  :'J:"f". 

^  7  :  r  ". ;  L  ^*  . .    I777.. 

12  00 

. 

. 

12  00 

- 

. 

12  00 

- 

. 

13 

i 

- 

i 

7  :■: 

i 

E     g*t  Lydon.     .... 

e  :•: 

. 

: 

6  00 

j 
- 

Sarah  Lydon,     ... 

•• 

7    M 

3 
- 

un 

Landrieksbire.  Eng., 

- 

F-_7t-   ."" :  -  ::: 

■• 

-     50 

_ 

v- ;--.  - 

.. 

-              .      .    -     

Galway,  Ire.,    . 

15  00 

- 

T  :.:/.       F:  77" 

Queenstown.  Ire..     . 

12  00 

i 

- 

F  riz.:  F7L7Y 

12  : 

F.Zf  7:._t". 

12  00 

-• 

F    ~    1  7  f 

7    00 

- 

"  _:u:t  F.-lrj 

6  00 

- 

Zl„7.li   A~r5.    .... 

>~r~     Y       7 

- 

:_ri:^iA  A~ff 

-  (JO 

- 

.   _  5t7 1   A"  7  5.          .             .             .             . 

J 

F  m~i  i  A~fi 

-- 

Em~ 

00 

I 

.  _   rMrreF  . 

. 

- 

T i-      V-->; 

- 

?t7:_::  ?:.  Y:r£r 

.. 

- 

I  : '  ; f.   _ .    : :  £  5 "_ :     ~ 

F :::-::.  "  a 

-   M 

.   :  57  7.7    _  7  77777.-7.7. 

New  Y  ::7 

3  00 

9, 

FFtF  r.-nmr 

Queenstown,  Ire..     . 

:: 

9, 

I. 

12  : . 

9, 

.  :::  k:'-:            .... 

. . 

12 

9, 

Ellen  Brown, 

: 

- 

9, 

i. 

• 

:  :■: 

9, 

Queenstown.  Ire..     . 

12  00 

9, 

:Fr- 

12    : 

9, 

Mi'Ir". 

12  00 

9, 

Ann  (XMallev 

9, 

f ;,—::>  ::•:::.:- 

:   ; ; 

9, 

::.:.l  :  ::  : .-■■ 

. 

:   ; ; 

9, 

V-iz.^  i'Mi_rv. 

6  00 

9, 

:    -7  :  ;:::.--  '. 

■■ 

6  00 

9, 

John  0 'MalleV,  . 

•■       .        . 

9, 

Mr-.  Ml.-.'     .... 

"   --  -  -  - 

3  00 

9, 

zMMr. 

Y7-Y:.F 

I  :•: 

9, 

Mi- -jl"  M  z..z\. 

■":      '               F 

25  00 

9, 

I^rni:::  F.  M  .  75775.  . 

i. 

25  00 

13, 

riJl-L-rr 

.. :  -'-:'.: 

13, 

:  Barbara  Lee,      .... 

.7  00 

13. 

.  :::  _77.    .                         .         . 

13. 

"  llfZli'    F77 

*  Part  fa 
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PERSONS    REMOVED    FROM    THE    STATE. 

Persons  Removed,  —  Continued. 

Date.                               N  A  M E  S. 

Wheee  Sent.                    Expense. 

1884. 

. 

Aug. 

14, 

John  Robinson, 

Portland.  Me.,  . 

15, 

John  Murray,     . 

Sutton,  X.  H.,^ 

1  00 

16, 

Mary  Kirshaw,  . 

Xew  York, 

3  00 

16, 

Gilbert  Mason,   . 

3  00 

16, 

William  Critchley. 

Liverpool,  Eng., 

12  00 

16, 

James  Dalton,    . 

London,  Eng.^ 

14  00 

16, 

Alice  O'Hare,     . 

Queenstown,  Ire., 

12  00 

16, 

Michael  O'Hare, 

6  00 

16, 

Patrick  O'Hare, 

t.                    a 

6  00 

16, 

Ellen  Costello,   . 

Limerick,  Ire.. 

14  00 

16, 

Barbara  Hines,  . 

Queenstown,  Ire., 

12  00 

16, 

Honora  Connolly, 

a                     <( 

12  00 

16, 

Alice  Howarth,  . 

Oldham,  Eng., . 

14  00 

16, 

Emily  Howarth, 

<<     . 

7  00 

16, 

Jennie  Friedlander, 

Hamburg,  Genii.. 

] 

16, 

Mark  Friedlander, 

"              " 

I 

16, 

George  Friedlander, 

;<                      u 

-   57  00 

16, 

Alvin  Friedlander, 

" 

16, 

Seigfried  Friedlander 

.. 

19, 

Fayette  Shepherd, 

Winstead,  Ct.,  . 

4  OS 

20, 

Abram  Chute,     . 

Digby,  X.  S.,     . 

5  SO 

20, 

Thomas  McGill, 

Xew  York, 

3  00 

20, 

John  Faulkner,  . 

"        " 

3  00 

20, 

Jose  Sylvia  Leigh, 

Western  Islands, 

25  00 

23, 

Katie  Ryan, 

Queenstown,  Ire.. 

12  00 

23, 

Roser  Barrett,    . 

" 

12  00 

23, 

Alfred  Rieter,     . 

Copenhagen.^    . 

] 

23, 

Eugenie  Rieter,  . 

. 

23, 

Fritz  Rieter, 

..... 

23, 

Aage  Rieter, 

■  •-■ 

>  30  00 

23, 

Kai  Rieter, 

"* 

1 

23, 

Ellen  Rieter, 



23, 

Maria  M.  Rieter, 

. 

J 

23, 

William  Edlund, 

Gottenburg, 

19  00 

25, 

Edgar  Whitehead, 

Xew  York, 

3  00 

26, 

James  Mooney,  . 

"         " 

3  00 

29, 

John  Corey, 

Annapolis,  X.  S.. 

5  50 

30, 

Annie  Watson,    . 

Glasgow,  Scot., 

12  00 

Sept. 

3, 

Rebecca  Vaughn, 

Dalliousie,  X.  fc>.. 

10  25 

4, 

Lizzie  W.  Grape, 

Montreal, 

8  00 

•  >. 

Peter  McConnell, 

Portland,  Me.. 

1  00 

5, 

Br'g't  McConnell, 

.<                             .4 

1  00 

5, 

Alicia  O'Neil, 

Philadelphia.    . 

5  50 

6, 

William  Laughlin, 

Manchester.  X.  H.. 

-   " 

6, 

Maggie  Connolly, 

Queenstown.     . 

6, 

Michael  Connolly. 

>   24  00 

6, 

John  Connollv,  . 

6, 

Thos.  Connolly. 

j 

6, 

Joseph  Gilboy,  . 

6, 

William  Gilboy. 

6, 

Sarah  Gilboy, 

3 

6, 

Thomas  Gilboy, 

6, 

Joseph  Gilboy,   . 

6, 

Mary  Torney,     . 

Leeds,  Eng  . 

15  00 

6, 

Alice  Torney, 

.<          a" 

7  50 

6, 

Thomas  Love,     . 

Queenstown. 

6, 

Margaret  Gibbons, 

•• 

12  00 

6,     Bridget  Kins. 

12  on 

•;. 

Mary  King. 

6  00 

6, 

John  King, 

6  00 

I'art 

fa 

v. 
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Persons  Removed  —  Continued. 


Date. 

NAMES. 

Where  Sent. 

Expense. 

1SS4. 

Sept.      6, 

Annie  King,        .        .        .        .  |  Queenstown,     . 

$6  00 

6, 

Maggie  King,      . 

'■  • 

6  00 

6, 

William  McDonough, 

" 

12  00 

6, 

Bridget  McDonough, 

" 

12  00 

6, 

Annie  McDonough,    . 

c< 

6  00 

6, 

Patrick  McDonough, 

'• 

6  00 

6, 

Ellen  McDonough,     . 

•« 

6  00 

6, 

Michael  O'Malley,      . 

" 

12  00 

6, 

Bridget  O'Malley, 

12  00 

8, 

Lizzie  Dobson,    . 

New  York, 

4  00 

10, 

Mary  Knox, 

St.  John,  N.  B., 

] 

10, 

Hattie  Knox, 

l(            " 

\     6  75 

i 

10, 

George  Knox,     . 

" 

10, 

Lizzie  Knox, 

'■ 

J 

11, 

Jose"  Garcia  Jorge, 

Western  Islands, 

25  00 

11, 

Manuel  Anto  Costa, 

"             '' 

25  00 

11, 

Mary  Brown, 

"             tw 

25  00 

11, 

Manuel  Brown,  . 

«             t. 

11, 

Antonio  F.  Lawrence 

a                   (( 

25  00 

11, 

Susan  Thompson, 

New  York, 

3  00 

12, 

Alida  Freer, 

Syracuse,  N.  Y., 

;   11  18 

12, 

Maud  Freer, 

i<             « 

\ 

13, 

Frank  Dixon, 

Queenstown,    . 

12  00 

13, 

Margaret  Dixon, 

" 

12  00 

13, 

Honor  Dixon,     . 

" 

6  00 

13, 

Anthony  Dixon, 

*' 

6  00 

13, 

Bridget  Dixon,    . 

" 

6  00 

13, 

Margaret  Dixon, 

" 

6  00 

13, 

Mary  Dixon, 

" 

6  00 

13, 

Sarah  Dixon, 

•' 

6  00 

13, 

John  Hopkins,    . 

" 

)    12  00 

13, 

Bridget  Hopkins, 

" 

[   12  00 

13, 

ii           a 

" 

J      6  00 

13, 

James  Haney,    . 

Galway,  Ire.,   . 

15  00 

13, 

Bridget  O'Donnell, 

a              a 

15  00 

13, 

Cora  Burton, 

Liverpool,  Eng., 

12  00 

13, 

Mar}-  Lendahl,  . 

t<            a 

12  00 

13, 

James  Downes,  . 

«t           « 

12  00 

13, 

Bridget  Anderson, 

London,  Eng.,* 

} 

13, 

Mary  Anderson, 

a                 4<# 

[   11  00 

13, 

Margaret  Anderson, 

a                a* 

J 

13, 

Rose  Newell, 

Fall  River,  Mass., 

) 

13, 

Mary  Ann  Newell, 

a                     a 

y    i  so 

13, 

Rose  Newell, 

it                      a 

J 

15, 

Phillip  Goldstein, 

New  York, 

4  00 

15, 

Sarah  Goldstein, 

it             a 

4  00 

16, 

Peter  Harrington, 

Augusta,  Me., 

2  00 

17, 

William  Armstrong, 

St.  John,N.B., 

3  50 

19, 

Mary  A.  Doherty, 

St.  Thomas,  Ca., 

14  40 

19, 

John  Griffin, 

New  York, 

3  00 

19, 

Came  Brewer,    . 

Charleston,  S.  C, 

) 

19, 

Charles  Brewer, . 

a                  a 

[   19  00 

19, 

Claudia  Brewer, 

ii                   a 

J 

20, 

Mary  J.  Morgan, 

Queenstown,     . 

12  00 

20, 

Catherine  Byrne, 

. 

12  00 

! 

Part  fart-. 
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PERSONS    REMOVED   FROM   THE    STATE. 


Persons  Removed  —  Concluded. 


Date. 

NAMES. 

Where  Sent. 

Expense. 

1884. 

Sept.    20, 

James  Anderton, 

Liverpool,* 

" 

20, 

Frances  Anderton, 

»<* 

20, 

James  Anderton, 

<«*• 

20, 

William  Anderton, 

*(* 

20, 

Eliza  Anderton, . 

4<# 

20, 

Ada  Anderton,  . 

<<# 

}■  $24  00 

20, 

Francis  Anderton, 

t«* 

1 

20, 

Louise  Anderton, 

«* 

20, 

Alfred  Anderton, 

<'* 

20, 

Infant  Anderton, 

<l# 

20, 

Ernest  Anderton, 

<*# 

J 

23, 

Michael  Moran, . 

New  York, 

3  00 

27, 

Thomas  Dillon,  . 

Liverpool, 

12  00 

27, 

Patrick  Naughton, 

12  00 

27, 

Edward  Naughton, 

12  00 

27, 

Sarah  Naughton, 

6  00 

27, 

John  Naughton, 

6  00 

27, 

Mary  Naughton, 

6  00 

27, 

Bridget  Naughton, 

6  00 

27, 

Michael  Dunne,  . 

12  00 

27, 

Patrick  O'Hearn, 

Tipperary,  Ire. 

13  50 

27, 

Catherine  Clifford, 

Queenstown, 

12  00 

27, 

Elizabeth  O'Brien, 

Sydney,  C.  B., 

) 

27, 

Lizzie  O'Brien,   . 

<<           << 

[     8  00 

27, 

William  O'Brien, 

"           " 

J 

30, 

Albert  Brakey,   . 

New  York, 

3  00 

*  Part  fare. 


